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Mayor Charlie Hales and others gather at Peninsula Park in north Portland to address a spate of gunfire in local communities. The news conference featured Mr. 
and Mrs. Bradford, an elderly couple who live in fear after their home of 40 years was shot up earlier this month in suspected gang-related violence. Also pictured is 
Antoinette Edwards, director of the Mayor’s Office of Youth Violence Prevention.

‘We Live in Fear’After caught in 
crossfire, elderly 
couple pleads 
for peace
by Cervante Pope

The Portland Observer

A string of shootings has 
pushed an elderly black couple to 
plead for an end to gun violence 
while local law enforcement has 
pledged to step up efforts to com-
bat local gangs.

 Over four dozen rounds of bul-
lets blasted through three homes 
just off North Albina Avenue and 

Ainsworth Street across from Pen-
insula Park during the early hours 
of Sunday, April 3. Luckily no one 
was injured, but the many nearby 
residents were left shaken, includ-
ing Mr. and Mrs. Bradford, a cou-
ple in their 80s.

 The Bradford’s home was 
among those caught in the cross-
hairs of the suspected gang activ-
ity.

In efforts to publically address 
and openly discuss  the gunfire 
and a spate of shootings across the 

city, Mayor Charlie Hales stood in 
Peninsula Park last Thursday with 
the Bradfords, police, the U.S. At-
torney for Oregon, the Multnomah 
County District Attorney  and oth-
er  community leaders.

Charlie Mae Bradford sat 
sweetly next to her husband as 
she described some of the dam-
age done to her home of 40 years, 
before leading into her heartfelt 
request:

 “We live in fear now. We want 
to feel safe in our home again. We 

want everyone to feel safe again. 
Please stop the shooting, we need 
to get to caring for each other. 
Please put down the guns,” Brad-
ford pleaded.  

A few members of Enough is 
Enough, an organization of wom-
en who have lost loved ones to 
gang violence, shared the personal 
accounts of lives lost to gunfire.

 Of those present, Perlia Bell, 
Shannon Taloff and Kiar Chaney 
chose to speak. Bell’s daughter, 
Asia, was killed in a shooting 

back in 2002, while Taloff’s son 
Anthony Jackson was killed last 
summer, and Chaney’s brother 
Marquis being gunned down in 
March of last year.

Assistant Police Chief Kevin 
Modica, State Rep. Lew Frederick 
and U.S. Attorney Billy Williams 
spoke on the collaborative efforts 
of law enforcement agencies to 
abate gang violence. Adult parole 
and probation gang unit super-
visor Bryan Smith talked about 
working with other agencies and 
rehabilitation programs targeted 
to former perpetrators.

 “We all live here,” said Pas-
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Lowest Jobless Since 1976
Oregon’s unemployment rate 
dropped to a record low of 4.5 
percent in March, the lowest point 
since comparable records began in 
1976.  A year ago, Oregon’s un-
employment rate was 5.7 percent.

Rent Freeze Demanded
 A large group of protesters dis-
rupted a meeting of the Mult-
nomah County commission 
Thursday to demand that the local 
governing panel declare a housing 

disaster and immediately enact a 
one-year rent freeze and eviction 
moratorium. The commission 
took no action on the proposal by 
Portland Tenants United.

Glass Maker Adds Controls
Bullseye glass, the southeast Port-
land company believed to be one 
of the sources of heavy metals 
detected in the city’s air, indicat-
ed in a letter released Monday by 
the Oregon Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality that it will start 

using cadmium again after install-
ing a pollution control device in a 
controlled furnace.

Student had Zest for Life
Her zest for life was contagious 
and it’s what friends of 18-year-
old Haruka Weiser are trying to 
focus on as they struggle with 
grief over her murder. The first-
year student at University of Tex-
as in Austin was found dead on 
the school’s campus last Tuesday. 
She was a native of Portland and 
attended the Arts and Communi-
cations Magnet Academy in Bea-
verton.

NFL’S Will Smith Killed
Former New Orleans Saints player 
Will Smith was killed Sunday night 
in a case of road-rage by a Hum-
vee-driving man who rear-ended 
his Mercedes and then shot him in 
the back and side, according to a 
police warrant. Smith, 34, was be-
loved by fans for helping the Saints 
win the 2009 Super Bowl.

Navy Accommodates Portland
After Portland Mayor Charlie 
Hales refused to travel to Mis-
sissippi to commission the USS 
Portland because of the state’s 
new anti-gay law, the Navy Tues-
day announced the commission-

ing will take place in Portland. 
The law signed by the Mississippi 
governor earlier this month al-
lows churches, religious charities 
and privately held businesses to 
decline services to people whose 
lifestyles violate their religious 
beliefs.

Neal, Iverson to Naismith
Shaquille O’Neal and Allen Iver-
son will be inducted into the 2016 
Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame later this year, offi-
cials announced last week. Iver-
son was an 11-time NBA All-Star 
and O’Neal was a four-time NBA 
Champion in 19 years in the NBA.

Arts Tax Due and 
Many Confused
Paying it isn’t as easy as it seems
by Cervante Pope

The Portland Observer

We get it; statistically speak-
ing, Portland is one of the biggest 
creative hubs in the United States. 
That isn’t news to anyone, but the 
Portland Arts Tax is, to some.

The goal of the tax is to provide 
an artistic outlet for young kids in 
schools by bringing art teachers 
into 70 elementary schools across 
six Portland school districts, as 
well as supporting the city’s artis-
tic organizations.

The measure first popped up on 

a ballot back in November 2012 
and to date has raised a combined 
$24 million for the Regional Arts 
and Culture Council and Portland 
area schools. Yet, four years lat-
er, residents are still either unin-
formed of the Arts Tax, or unin-
formed on how to pay it. 

Aware of this issue, Elders in 
Action has sought to help those 
perplexed by the process by break-
ing down the details and providing 
a streamlined outline of the tax’s 

Continued on Page 4
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Madison Rebuild Planning Begins
The planning process has begun for rebuilding 

Madison High School in northeast Portland as part 
of the Portland School District’s plans to rebuild 
many of its aging schools.

Members of the community are invited to partic-
ipate in the Madison Master Planning Design Work-
shop this Saturday, April 16, from 9 a.m. till noon in 

the Madison High School cafeteria.  
Anyone who wants to participate in the workshop 

discussion and comes in early at 8:30 a.m. can re-
ceive a free breakfast and free child care. The plan-
ning session will begin at 9 a.m.

For information, visit the Madison Bond Project 
website MadisonBond.pps.net  or call 503-916-2222.

photo by Naim Hasan Photography

Portland mayoral candidates Deborah Harris and Ted Wheeler face representatives from Portland’s 
communities of color at a Thursday forum sponsored by the National Association of Minority 
Contractors.

Mayoral Hopefuls Debate
Communities of 
color hear from 
candidates
by Cervante Pope

The Portland Observer

Given Portland’s strained ra-
cial history and today’s divide 
between economic classes, the 
argument of who should guide 
the city as its next mayor was the 
topic of conversation for residents 
at a mayoral debate for Portland’s 
communities of color. 

Addressing the topics of hous-
ing, jobs and transportation for 
minorities within the city, the 
candidates participating in the 
Thursday forum sponsored by the 
Oregon branch of the National As-
sociation of Minority Contractors 
at New Song Church in north-
east Portland, included the sole 
minority candidate for Portland 
Mayor Deborah Harris, current 
Oregon Treasurer Ted Wheeler, 
Multnomah County Commission-
er Jules Bailey, and activists Da-
vid Schor and Sarah Iannarone.

A specially-curated panel of 

minority business and advocacy 
organizations sat across from the 
row of predominately Caucasian 
candidates, visually calling atten-
tion to the racial rift in Portland’s 
government.

A shortage of housing for mi-
nority and low income residents, 
along with housing displacement 
from gentrified neighborhoods, 
were two issues that opened the 
debate.

“A big part of what we have to 
do in affordable housing is create 
these pathways for people to actu-
ally be able to own their homes,” 
said David Schor.

Yet it was a question from Bish-
op Steven Holt of the Kingdom 
Nation Church that both confused 
the mayoral candidates and re-
ceived one of the most eye-open-
ing responses of the night.  Not 
one candidate effectively an-
swered the Bishop’s question on 
how to assimilate displaced fami-
lies back into the community.

 Jules Bailey acknowledged 
the problem when give a second 
chance to respond.

“We do have an affordability 
crisis in this city and displacement 

is on a lot of people’s lips,” Bailey 
said. “But one of the reasons it’s 
so hot in this campaign right now 
is that the affordability crisis and 
displacement is starting to affect 
middle and upper middle class 
white families. This has been go-
ing on in communities of color for 
a long time, for decades.”

One member of the audience 
showed how distraught she was on 
gentrification issues by storming 
the stage and ripping up Bailey’s 
name card, delaying the debate.

As a result, the jobs and trans-
portation topics were cut ex-
tremely short, but each candi-
date seemed to come to the same 
consensus of guaranteeing work 
for minority contractors and de-
vising plans to grant more access 
to public transportation for those 
economically pushed to the outer 
limits of the city.

The candidates’ closing com-
ments made a last ditch efforts to 
gain support, but demonstrated 
that no matter who wins, how to 
address gentrification within mi-
nority communities and through-
out the city as a whole will be a 
top priority.

Metro
page 9



Page 4   April 13, 2016

photo by Mark Washington/The Portland Observer

Multnomah County District Attorney Rod Underhill embraces Perlia 
Bell, the mother of Asia Bell, a Portland woman who died of gun 
violence in 2002.

tor Mark Strong, a member of the 
local African-American clergy. 
“This is a problem for all. Wheth-
er it’s black, white, Hispanic, it’s 
everybody’s problem.”

So far this year, police have re-
sponded to 45 gang-related shoot-
ings, up from 36 at the same time 

‘We Live in Fear’
Continued from Front a year ago. There’s been 15 people 

wounded and one person killed 
with 414 bullet casings recovered at 
crime scenes, authorities indicated.

The effort to make the commu-
nity saver from gunfire was to tar-
get the individuals who are pull-
ing the triggers, “The worst of the 
worst,” to get them off the street 
and incarcerate them, police said.

Arts Tax
Continued from Page 2

information. As it stands, every 
adult living within Portland city 
limits that makes a minimum an-
nual income of $1,000 has to pay 
the $35 tax fee. The Arts Tax form 
is separate from federal and state 
income tax forms, and applies 
even if you don’t file your taxes. 

The 2016 Arts Tax is due on 
April 18, with a $15 penalty for 
late payment. Tax payments re-
ceived after Oct. 17 come with a 
$35 penalty, doubling the tax. Cer-
tain factors do qualify residents 
for an exemption. If you’re single 
and your annual income is less 
than $11,770, or if you’re a couple 

with an annual income of less than 
$15,930, you don’t have to pay.

In order to opt out, however, 
you must still complete the Arts 
Tax form every year, providing a 
proof of income via copies of your 
tax form, or federal form 4506-T. 

If you’re over 70 years old, dis-
abled, and fall within low income 
guidelines, the option of perma-
nent exemption is available by 
completing a separate form.

All these forms and qualifica-
tions can be tricky to keep up with, 
so Elders in Action is available for 
assistance at 503-235-5474.

The City of Portland Revenue 
Division encourages everyone to 
pay their tax online (portlandore-
gon.gov/artstax) as the quickest 
and easiest way to avoid the pen-
alty fee. 



Page 5  April 13, 2016

Opinionated    Judge by Judge  
Darleen Ortega

photo courtesy of Magnolia Pictures

Samantha Montgomery in “Presenting Princess Shaw,” in inspired 
film about a talented singer who became an Internet sensation 
after toiling in obscurity for years.

Slate of Documentaries Worth Watching
Scoping out  
the best at  
Full Frame

I just made my annual sojourn 
to Durham, North Carolina for the 
Full Frame Documentary Film 
Festival, the premier documen-
tary film festival in the U.S.  It’s 
a highlight of my year and gives 
me a chance to scope out some of 
the best documentaries to watch 
out for.  I saw a terrific slate of 
films, all worth seeing.  Here’s 
what I saw, in order of my prefer-
ences--and where I can, I’ve noted 
distribution information.

1.  “Two Trains Runnin’” blew 
me away with its melding of sev-
eral musical and civil rights’ sto-
ries, all culminating in the events 
of June 1964.  During the very 
time period that hundreds of col-
lege students traveled to Missis-
sippi for what came to be known 
as Freedom Summer, a critical 
turning point in the Civil Rights 
Movement, two groups of young 
white men--musicians, college 
students, and record collectors--al-
so separately traveled to Missis-
sippi, but their interest was music, 
not activism. They came in search 
of Skip James and Son House, 
obscure country blues singers 
who had recorded magnificent 
music 30 years before and then 
disappeared. Through a deftly as-
sembled collection of interviews, 
remarkable archive footage, and 
brilliant animated sequences, the 
film captures what a foolish thing 
this was for young whites to do at 
the time--only thinkable because 
most whites outside the South 
could not really comprehend the 
extent of the racial divide that sev-
ered their own country. And the 
thrill and danger of the search for 
musicians who had captured their 
imaginations (very much in the 
manner of “Searching for Sugar-
man”) becomes a touchstone for 
the awakening of white Americans 
to the importance of the struggle 
of their black brothers and sisters 
and the beauty and truth that has 
long fought for expression in their 
music. The very summer--indeed, 
the very weekend--that Andrew 
Goodwin, James Chaney, and Mi-
chael Schwerner were murdered 
by the police and the Ku Klux 
Klan, these other young men made 
a similar journey, discovered these 
two forgotten voices, and brought 
them to play at the Newport Folk 
Festival a month later to a thun-
derstruck audience of privileged 
folk fans. Watching their faces 
as they listen to James’ gorgeous 
falsetto is like watching a spiritual 
awakening. This remarkable film 
captures the way in which music 
holds and carries the truths we are 
not yet ready to recognize in full, 

and the confluence of forces that 
came together at that time in our 
history through the voices of black 
Americans and birthed social ac-
tion that we still desperately need 
today. The film had its premiere 
at Full Frame and features music 
from James and House as well as 
some of the greats who have cov-
ered them.  You can follow the 
film on its website (twotrainsrun-
nin.com) and on Facebook to look 
for screenings; I am really hoping 
it will find a broad audience.  

2.  “Presenting Princess Shaw” 
was my favorite film at the Port-
land International Film Festival 
this year, under its former title, 
“Thru You Princess.”  It holds up 
well on second screening, and at 

Full Frame Princess Shaw her-
self came on stage afterwards and 
performed a couple of songs and 
took questions (plus I caught her 
in the halls for a hug the day be-
fore). This genuine, open-hearted, 
and talented singer toiled in ob-
scurity for so many years, posting 
songs and a video diary on You-
Tube (that is, into the void)--until 
a visionary Israeli musician and 
composer, Kutiman, built arrange-
ments around her original acapella 
music and she became an internet 
sensation. In the meantime, the di-
rector of this film found her while 
making a doc about “YouTubers” 
and connected with Kutiman and 

Continued on Page 10



Opinion
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of  the 
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and 
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

Page 6   April 13, 2016

Raising Taxes Could Actually be a Good Deal
Investing in our 
prosperity
by Isaiah J. Poole

This time of year, 
a whole lot of Ameri-
cans are feeling taxed 
enough already.

But the astonishing 
momentum of Bernie Sanders’s 
presidential candidacy reveals 
something else: Millions of tax-
payers are willing to entertain the 
idea that some of us aren’t taxed 
enough, and that it’s hurting the 
rest of us.

Sanders has propelled his 
race against Hillary Clinton on 
a platform that would ramp up 
government investment — in in-
frastructure, education, health 
care, research, and social ser-
vices — while boosting taxes on 
the wealthiest Americans and big 
business to cover the cost.

Clinton’s own vision is less 
ambitious, but it’s also a far cry 

from “the era of big government 
is over” days of her husband’s ad-

ministration.
The old conservative ep-

ithet against “tax-and-spend 
liberals” hasn’t complete-
ly lost its sting, says Jacob 
Hacker, a political science 
professor at Yale Universi-
ty who pushed the idea of a 

public option for health insurance 
during the Affordable Care Act 
debate. But “we are moving to-
ward the point where we can have 
an active discussion” about why 
“you need an activist government 
to secure prosperity.”

Hacker’s latest book, with Paul 
Pierson of the University of Cal-
ifornia at Berkeley, is American 
Amnesia: How the War on Gov-
ernment Led Us to Forget What 
Made America Prosper.

Hacker and Pierson argue 
that it was “the strong thumb” 
of a largely progressive-oriented 
government, in tandem with “the 
nimble fingers of the market,” 

that created the broad prosperi-
ty of the post-World War II era. 
Conservative ideologues and cor-
porate leaders then severed that 
partnership.

Anti-government activism 
replaced the virtuous cycle of 
shared prosperity that existed 
into the 1970s with a new cy-
cle that’s reached its apogee in 
today’s radical Republican-run 
Congress: Make government un-
workable. Attack government as 
unworkable. Win over angry vot-
ers. Repeat.

But in today’s mad politics, 
growing numbers of voters seem 
to have gotten wise to the routine 
and how it’s been rigged against 
them. Some are gravitating to-
ward Donald Trump, as Hacker 
puts it, out of “the need to put a 
strong man who you know is not 
with the program in Washington 
in charge.”

Sanders has the opposite vi-
sion. He’s looking to spark a peo-
ple-powered reordering of what 

government can do, with the 
biggest wealth-holders paying 
the share of taxes that they did 
when America’s thriving middle 
class and thriving corporate sec-
tor were, together, the envy of the 
world.

That vision is embodied in the 
People’s Budget, a document pro-
duced by the Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus as an alternative 
to the House Republican budget.

It’s based on the premise that 
America can break out of its 
slow-growth economic malaise 
through a $1 trillion infrastruc-
ture spending plan that would 
create more than 3 million jobs, 
increased spending on green en-
ergy research and development, 
and universal access to qual-
ity education from preschool 
through college.

“There are two messages that 
come out of the progressive bud-
get,” Hacker said. One is that “we 
can actually increase investment 
if we don’t cut taxes further on 

the wealthy.” The other is that “if 
we got tougher with the modern 
robber barons in the health care 
and finance and energy indus-
tries, we could actually achieve 
substantial savings without cut-
ting necessary spending.”

Unfortunately, the People’s 
Budget won’t get close to a ma-
jority vote in Congress — and 
that’s if it gets a vote at all in the 
dysfunctional Republican House.

Yet together with the debate 
provoked by the Sanders cam-
paign, Hacker says, it shows that 
now “we have a little bit more of 
an opening for the kind of con-
versation we should’ve had 20 
or 30 years ago, when we were 
trashing government and aban-
doning all of these long-term in-
vestments that are essential to our 
prosperity.”

Isaiah J. Poole is the online 
communications director at Cam-
paign for America’s Future. Our-
Future.org. Distributed by Other-
Words.org.

Contributions by Women Past and Present
Her place is 
simply where 
she makes it
by Marc H. Morial

There is no arena 
in American life, or 
beyond the borders of 
this country, where a 
woman’s presence can 
neither be noted nor 
celebrated. Women 
have played—and con-
tinue to play—a major role in our 
nation’s culture, politics and econ-
omy.

The traditionally held belief of 
a “woman’s place” has long creat-
ed obstacles for women who have 
ventured into the business arena.  
It was a notion that dictated that a 
woman’s natural place was in the 
home, and when women worked 
outside of the home, it largely dic-
tated what kind of work was appro-
priate for her. From the late 1800s 
and its initial boom of female work-
ers and entrepreneurs in Ameri-
ca, to Maria Contreras-Sweet, the 
founder of ProAmerica Bank and 
current head of the Small Busi-
ness Association, and Oprah Win-
frey’s media empire, we know that 
a woman’s place is quite simply 
where she makes it. 

My own respect for strong, ac-
complished women was instilled 
by my mother, a highly-respected 

educator and civil rights activist 
who recently published a memoir, 
“Witness to Change,” about her 
own remarkable life. 

Despite issues of gender parity 
and gender equity that continue 

to plague our boardrooms, 
conference rooms and 
banks, women have long 
contributed to the econom-
ic vitality of our country. 
Yesterday’s entrepreneur 
laid the groundwork for 
today’s businesswoman, 
who continues to defy odds, 

break glass ceilings and produce 
much-needed jobs and revenue. 
This is especially true in the case 
of women of color, who are the 
fastest growing group of entrepre-
neurs in the United States.

Women own nearly 10 million 
of the businesses in America—
making up 36 percent of the na-
tion’s businesses. These business-
es generate more than $1.4 trillion 
in annual revenue and employ 8 
million people. Women are start-
ing businesses at record rates, ex-
ceeding the national average, and 
there has been remarkable spike 
in small business ownership by 
women of color.

In 2002, there were fewer than 
one million businesses owned by 
women of color, representing 14 

percent of women-owned firms. 
As of 2012, there are nearly 3.8 
million firms owned by women 
of color, comprising 38 percent of 
women-owned businesses. Today, 
women of color own 4 in 10 busi-

nesses and their businesses can be 
found in any conceivable industry.

There are many factors that 
can be attributed to this historic 
growth. The gender pay gap, and 
the glass ceiling above the lad-
der of success that is littered with 
cracks but has yet to be shattered, 
surely plays a motivating role for 
many women who have decided 
to invest in themselves and their 
talent. The Great Recession and 
the slow start, especially for com-
munities of color to recover from 
the immense loss of capital and 

employment, is likely another mo-
tivating factor. The ever-widening 
gap between the haves and the 
have nots has also played a part in 
women of color tapping into their 
entrepreneurial spirit.

 The growth in businesses 
owned by women of color belies 
the ugly reality that African Amer-
ican and Latina business owners 
struggle to fund their startups. 
Women tend to start their busi-
nesses with half as much money 
as men, they are more likely to 
use their personal savings, and are 
less likely to access bank loans, 
funding and venture capital. To 
foster the growth and long-term 
survivability of businesses owned 
by people of color, the National 
Urban League has created Entre-
preneurship Centers that provide 
management counseling, mento-
ring and training services geared 
toward the development of man-
agement skills that enable minori-
ty entrepreneurs to obtain financ-
ing that support job creation and 
preservation. 

Entrepreneurship plays a vital 
role in our economy and the Na-
tional Urban League will contin-
ue to play a vital role in shoring 
up the efforts and success of all 
businesses that create the jobs that 
save our cities. The small busi-
nesses owned by women of color 
are helping to bring jobs to strug-
gling neighborhoods, creating 
new economic pathways in under-
served communities and deserve 
their fair share of recognition—
every month of the year.

Marc H. Morial is president 
and chief executive officer of the 
National Urban League.

There are many factors that can be 
attributed to this historic growth. The 
gender pay gap, and the glass ceiling above 
the ladder of success that is littered with 
cracks but has yet to be shattered, surely 
plays a motivating role for many women 
who have decided to invest in themselves 
and their talent.
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 

more  $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00 
Area/Oriental Rugs:		
 $25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):                                                                    
$40.00 Minimum 
Heavily Soiled Area:	
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL                                       

PRICES & SERVICES                                                    
Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949                                               

Your Carpet  
Best Cleaning 
Choice

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 
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The Law Offices of
Patrick John Sweeney, P.C.

Patrick John Sweeney
Attorney at Law

1549 SE Ladd, Portland, Oregon

Portland:	 (503) 244-2080
Hillsoboro:	 (503) 244-2081
Facsimile:	 (503) 244-2084
Email:	 Sweeney@PDXLawyer.com

Wall Street Should Pay a Sales Tax
Proposal finally 
gets some 
traction
by Sarah Anderson

In case there was 
any doubt, the presi-
dential election fight 
has confirmed that blasting Wall 
Street, even eight years after the 
financial crisis, is still a vote-get-
ter.

Hillary Clinton has said she’d 
like to jail more bankers. Donald 
Trump has skewered the hedge 
fund managers who are “getting 
away with murder.” And Bernie 
Sanders has made Wall Street ac-
countability a centerpiece of his 
campaign.

Of course, financial indus-
try lobbyists aren’t about to take 
this lying down. In recent weeks, 
they’ve turned up the heat on 
lawmakers to block one partic-
ular measure that Sanders has 
mentioned in nearly every stump 
speech: taxing Wall Street specu-
lation.

Americans are used to pay-
ing sales taxes on basic goods 
and services, like a spring jack-
et, a gallon of gas, or a restaurant 
meal. But when a Wall Street trad-
er buys millions of dollars’ worth 
of stocks or derivatives, there’s no 
tax at all.

Sanders has introduced a bill 

called the Inclusive Prosperity 
Act, which would correct that im-
balance by placing a small tax of 

just a fraction of a percent on 
all financial trades. It wouldn’t 
apply to ordinary consum-
er transactions such as ATM 
withdrawals or wire transfers.

Wall Street lobbyists are 
claiming that such taxes 

would still hurt mom-and-pop 
investors. The Investment Com-
pany Institute, which represents 
the trading arms of J.P. Morgan, 
Goldman Sachs, and the leading 
hedge funds, recently fired off a 
letter to Congress arguing that a 
Wall Street speculation tax would 
“harm all investors, especially 
middle-income American workers 
saving for retirement.”

In reality, the type of tax Sand-
ers is promoting would target the 
high rollers in the financial casino. 
Because the tax applies to every 
trade, it would hit the traders en-
gaging in computerized split-sec-
ond stock-flipping the hardest. 
That’s a good thing, because that 
kind of trading makes markets less 
stable and adds no real value to the 
Main Street economy.

For ordinary investors in 
low-turnover pension funds, the 
costs would be negligible — like 
a tiny insurance fee to protect 
against crashes caused by reckless 
and often automated speculation.

Under the Sanders plan, the tax 
rate would range from 0.005 per-

cent to 0.5 percent, depending on 
the financial instrument. By con-
trast, ordinary sales taxes current-
ly average 8.4 percent.

In addition to discouraging 
dangerous speculation, such taxes 
would also raise money that could 
be spent on urgent needs, like 
making college affordable and 
fixing our crumbling roads and 
bridges.

Since it’s hard to know how 
traders will react, it’s difficult to 
calculate exactly how much mon-
ey we’re talking. Robert Pollin, 
a professor at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst, predicts 
the Inclusive Prosperity Act could 
generate around $300 billion per 
year in new federal tax dollars. 
The Tax Policy Center estimates 
that a financial transaction tax with 

a slightly lower rate could raise up 
to $541 billion over 10 years.

More than 30 countries al-
ready have forms of speculation 
taxes that raise billions of dollars 
per year. These include many 
fast-growing financial markets, 
such as the UK, Hong Kong, Sin-
gapore, and Switzerland. In the 
European Union, 10 countries 
have committed to implementing 
the world’s first regional transac-
tion tax.

It’s encouraging to see Wall 
Street lobbyists agitated over the 
possibility of a speculation tax. It 
means this option is finally gain-
ing the traction it deserves.

Sarah Anderson directs the 
Global Economy Project at the In-
stitute for Policy Studies. Distrib-
uted by OtherWords.org.
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9am-7pm
10am-4pm

Showdogs is a full service salon. We do 
baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing, 
nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, mud 
baths, and ear cleaning. We also have health 
care and grooming products to keep your 
pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard

Portland, OR 97217
503-283-1177

Tuesday-Saturday
Monday

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.

Advertise with diversity in 
The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 
or email ads@portlandobserver.com

SPONSORS:

For more info:
Mark Washington -- email: markw@portlandobserver.com or Phone: (503) 288-9443

Talunaka Washington -- email: talunaka@yahoo.com

Come join us on May 15, 2016
at SEI, 3920 N. Kerby, Portland, OR 97217

Featuring many top athletic talents from Portland high schools,  
in match-up basketball games for both boys and girls.

Excellent ad rates are available for our ad sponsors. Ad deadline is May 4th, 2016.
Contact us TODAY for the best ad rates and placement.

In memory of  
Joyce Washington and  
Charles Washington

for their tireless work in  
the Portland Community.

Elements 
of Soul, 
Rap and 
Jazz
Dreamy, alluring and 
occasionally unorthodox, 
alternative R&B artist 
SZA (Solana Rowe) 
performs with Joyya 
and Risky Star on 
Wednesday, April 13 at 
8 p.m. at the Wonder 
Ballroom, 123 N. 
Russell St. Presented 
by the Soul’d Out Music 
Festival.
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Mississippi
Alberta
North Portland

Vancouver
East County
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Young, Gifted 
and Black

A salute to student success
The Portland Observer 

is honored to salute Young, 
Gifted and Black stu-
dents from Portland Public 
Schools.

Highlighting the success 
of these local students and 
their families, the Young, 

Ja’Juan Yoakum
King School PK-8

Marcus Jasiah Black
King School PK-8

Cole Blue
Woodlawn PK-8

Maya Brown
Benson Polytechnic HS

Rodney Dickens
Alliance at Meek

Jordan J. Gates-Williams
Pioneer High School

Malia Glover
Harrison Park K-8

Izaya Golden
Roseway Heights K-8

Fortune Gregory
George Middle School

Morgan Henley
Franklin High School

Zoe Holman
Creston K-8

Jaliyah Jointer
Woodlawn PK-8

Gameti Kalil
Roosevelt High School

Madina Keita
Vernon K-8

Jada Jewell Latin
Jefferson Middle College  
for Advanced Studies

Jamison Price II
Laurelhurst K-8

Khiarica Rasheed
Grant High School

Cecelina Robinson
Cleveland High School

Mayleena Robinson
Franklin High School

Anthony Sylvester
Roosevelt High School

Essence Taylor
Beach K-8

Julian Taylor
da Vinci Arts Middle School

Kennidee Teal
Grant High School

Mathias Thelus
Grant High School

Rachel Thompson
Benson Polytechnic HS

Rispa Vranka Wafula
Jackson Middle School

Charae Watson
Jefferson High School

Delana Wilkins
Wilson High School
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The Harlem Quartet brings a new attitude to classical music 
with a varied repertoire that includes works by minority 
composers. The group performs Thursday, April 14 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Alberta Rose Theater in northeast Portland.

Jazzing it Up on Alberta
Friends of Chamber Music present the 

“Harlem Quartet,” a New York-based en-
semble dedicated to advance diversity in 
classical music by engaging young audienc-
es through a repertoire that includes works 
by minority composers.Named for the Har-
lem Renaissance, the quartet was founded in 
2006 by the Sphinx Organization.

The group will perform the program 
“Jazzing it Up” on Thursday, April 14 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Alberta Rose Theatre, 3000 
N.E. Alberta St. All seating is $40 general 
admission, half-price reserved student tick-
ets, $5 student rush and $5 Arts for All tick-
ets, subject to availability. Call 503- 503-
764-4131 or visit focm.org.

Continued from Page 5
found he had struck gold with this 
performer.  This inspired film will 
get a theatrical release in late May-
-expect a longer review from me 
then.  In the meantime, follow the 
film on its website (magpictures.
com/presentingprincessshaw/) 
and on Facebook.

3.  “Weiner” is a surprisingly 
illuminating window into the po-
litical career of former New York 
Congressman Anthony Weiner, 
who famously resigned his House 
seat after an embarrassing “sex-
ting” scandal in 2011, and made a 
bid for mayor of New York City 
in 2013.  One of the film’s direc-
tors, Josh Kriegman, served as 
Weiner’s congressional chief of 
staff before becoming a filmmak-
er, and the film benefits both from 
his perspective on Weiner--much 
more nuanced than the feeding 
frenzy around his stupidest mis-
takes--and also from the more dis-
tanced perspective of his co-direc-
tor, Elyse Steinberg. They began 
filming their documentary when 
Weiner launched his mayoral bid 
and were along for the ride when 
new revelations about Weiner’s 
former behavior restarted the me-
dia frenzy and derailed what had 
been a promising return to politics. 
What emerges is a very insightful 
portrait of a smart politician with 
good ideas that may well threaten 
those at the top of the power struc-
ture, whose failings bring out the 
worst in everyone else. If only the 
media were as relentless in investi-
gating leaders who lie to Congress 
about the basis for war as they are 
about investigating salacious and 
stupid behavior like Weiner’s. He 
certainly suffers from the kind of 
hubris and narcissistic tendencies 
common to politicians, but actu-
ally also seems more self-aware 
and willing to own up to his mis-
takes. In the end, it seemed to me 
that this film, without ever directly 
saying it, reveals more about what 
is wrong with American politics 
and the media--including how 
much we love to have someone to 
judge--than it does about Weiner’s 
well-documented failings. It won 
the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance 
and will have a limited theatrical 
release beginning in May.

4.  “Sherpa” focuses on the ex-
perience of the Himalayan locals 
who for decades have jeopardized 
their lives in order to literally pow-
er the ambitions of wealthy adven-
ture junkies from mostly Western 
countries who are intent on sum-
miting Mount Everest. These 

Continued on Page 13
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guides glean a relatively small 
slice of the economic benefit but 
assume as much as 30 times more 
risk than the tourists they assist, 
who scarcely notice the effort that 
goes into bringing them creature 
comforts and transporting all their 
equipment to the various camps 
along the route. In 2014, a major 
avalanche which cost the lives of 
16 Sherpas brought these dynam-
ics to a head in surprising ways, 
and the way the Nepalese govern-
ment and Westerner climbers and 
expedition heads responded to the 
concerns raised by the devastated 
community of Sherpas as a result 
is shocking and very telling. The 
perspective of this marginalized 
community turns out to be both 
a literally and metaphorically 
important window into the many 
ways in which privilege affects 
perception. It has won documen-
tary film awards in Australia and 
will, I hope get a limited U.S. the-
atrical release, given the critical 
acclaim that it has justly garnered.  
Follow it on its website (sherpa-
film.com) and on Facebook.

5.  “Kiki” won a Full Frame 
Human Rights award, and was my 
favorite of the films in competition 
that we saw. It sheds a long-over-
due spotlight onto a particular 
New York underground expres-
sion of ballroom, a flamboyant 
performance-based art form that 
has long been popular and life-sus-
taining among LGBTQ people of 
color. The Kiki balls offer a safe 
and empowered space for LGBTQ 
youth of color to enact modes of 
gender expression that often have 
not been safe for them to express 
elsewhere, and the Kiki communi-
ty provides a haven for a particu-
larly vulnerable youth population 
disproportionably susceptible to 
homelessness, violence, and HIV. 
The film offers windows into the 
scene and especially into the sto-
ries of seven people--their hopes, 
their struggles, and the beauty they 
each express on the runway and in 
the world.  It’s not an art form that 
I know well, and a lot of the joy of 
the film comes with the opportu-
nity to appreciate the courage and 
tenacity it takes for these young 
people to find a form of expres-
sion that feels authentically theirs. 
Hearing their stories is important 
and enriching, and motivated me 
to continue to shake loose of the 
ways in which norms of gender 
conformity blind me and all of us 
from seeing and appreciating real 
beauty in the world. Hopefully the 
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The 10th annual Billie Holiday Tribute Night comes to the Alberta Rose Theater on Saturday, April 
16, sponsored by Siren Nation, the local nonprofit that showcases and creates performance oppor-
tunities for women.

A Tribute to Billie Holiday
Siren Nation, a local nonprofit 

that showcases and creates perfor-
mances opportunities for women, 
presents Lady Sings the Blues, the 
19th annual Billie Holiday Trib-
ute Night to showcase one of the 
greatest jazz singers and songwrit-
ers of our time.

“Lady Day” was a jazz singer 
and songwriter who had a huge 

impact. Her vocal style, strongly 
inspired by jazz instrumentalists, 
pioneered a new way of manipu-
lating phrasing and tempo. Above 
all, she was admired all over the 
world for her deeply personal and 
intimate approach to singing.

The event on Saturday, April 
16 at 8 p.m. at the Alberta Rose 
Theater in northeast Portland will 

feature performances by Carra 
Barratt, Emily Overstreet, Mia 
Nicholson, The Dolly Partners 
(featuring Shelley Short and Alia 
Farah), Lenore, Kris Deelane, 
Phoebe Spier, Ezza Rose, Josie 
Seid and more!

Tickets are $15 with proceeds 
benefitting the 2016 Siren Nation 
Festival.

The legacy of jazz trumpeter Clifford Brown is celebrated by PDX Jazz.

Legacy of Jazz Celebrated
PDX Jazz 
sponsors 
concerts, Jazz 
Town movie

PDX Jazz celebrates Jazz Appre-
ciation Month in April with a slate 
of events beginning with a tribute 
to iconic jazz trumpeter Clifford 
Brown named after his signature 
tune, “Joy Spring.” The perfor-
mance, featuring Charlie Porter, a 
Seattle area trumpeter, will be held 
Thursday, April 14 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Alberta Abbey, N.E. Alberta St.

“Jazz Town,” a film premiere 
produced by Eric Cain as part of 
OPB’s “Oregon Experience” will 
screen on Thursday, April 21 at 7 
p.m. at the Moriarty Auditorium 
at North Killingsworth and Albina 
Avenue on the Portland Community 
College Cascade Campus.

The film explores a vibrant but 

short-lived period of Portland histo-
ry post World War II when there was 
an eruption of music and nightlife 
with black clubs on North Broad-
way and Williams Avenue. Present-
ed largely through first-hand ac-
counts as told by local residents, the 
program will showcase the kinds of 
music and the parade of musicians 
that put Portland on the “jazz map.”

On Sunday, April 24 at 3 p.m. 
at Alberta Abbey, PDX Jazz will 
recognize founding board member 
and life-long jazz advocate Wayne 
Thompson, who died earlier this 
year, with a musical celebration of 
life concert.

Then on Saturday, April 30 at 4 
p.m., the Incredible Journey of Jazz 
under the direction of Darrell Grant, 
will present a music program de-
signed for students to tell the story 
of jazz music, also at the Alberta 
Abbey.

For a complete list of the up-
coming shows, visit pdxjazz.com/
events.
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$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

PLATINUM FADE SALON
Sherman Jackson      cell 503-891-5905
M-F 9:00am-9:00pm   •   Sat 8:00am-9:00pm

Sun 11:00am-6:00pm

5010 NE 9th, Unit A, Portland, Oregon 97211
503-284-2989

Double J 
Tires

New & Used Tires

Overstock & Used Tires
$20 & up   Priced To Sell

All tires mounted & balanced 
on the car, out the door – no 

additives.
Free stock wheels w/ purchase of 

any new or used tire
limited to stock on hand 30 years 

in business

2 locations to Serve You
6841 NE MLK, Portland   

503-283-9437
4510 SE 52nd & Holgate  

503-771-1834
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82nd Avenue of Roses Pa-
rade and Street Fair -- The 
East Portland Chamber of Com-
merce hosts this official Rose Festi-
val community parade and celebration for 
the whole family on Saturday, April 30, beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. at Eastport Plaza, 4000 S.E. 82nd Ave.

Inner City Blues Concert -- Top blues, R&B and 
soul artists in Portland headline the ‘Healing the 
Health Care Blues’ Inner City Blues Festival to ad-
vocate for universal, publicly funded health care, 
Saturday, April 16 at the North Portland Eagles 
Lodge. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. The show starts at 
6 p.m. and lasts until midnight. Admission is $20 in 
advance or $25 at the door. Visit tickettomato.com; 
Peninsula Station, 8326 N. Lombard; Music Millen-
nium, 3158 E. Burnside; Geneva’s Pure Perfection, 
5601 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd; or Musi-
cian’s Union Local 99, 325 N.E. 20th Ave. 

Poetry Month at Chinese Garden -- According to 
Chinese tradition, a garden landscape without poet-
ry is not complete. This April, you can learn about 
the poetry in the La Su Chinese Garden, downtown, 
as well as the historical and aesthetic traditions of 
poetry in Suzhou-style gardens with workshops, 
tours and multiple poetry series. Learn more at lan-
sugarden.org.

Music Millennium Free Shows -- The Music Mil-
lennium, 3158 E. Burnside, hosts a series of in-
house live performances. Enjoy free music and the 
opportunity to meet artists. Call 503-231-8926 for 
a schedule.

Animating the Daily Grind -- A work space be-
comes a stage as the Heidi Duckler Dance Theatre/
Northwest re-launches its popular Table of Con-
tents, at CENTRL Office, in the Pearl District, a 

collaborative, co-work-
space at 1355 N.W. Everett 

St., Suite 100. Tickets for per-
formances on Friday, April 15 and 

Saturday, April 16 are $25 and require 
advance purchase at heididuckler.org/northwest. 

Norman Sylvester -- Boogie Cat Norman Sylvester 
and his Saturday, April 16 at 6 p.m. at the Inner City 
Blues Festival at the North Portland Eagles Lodge, 
7611 N. Exeter; Friday, April 22 at the Blue Dia-
mond; and Saturday, April 30 at Clyde’s.

Fourth Sunday Jam Night -- A friends and fam-
ily variety comedy show in a Saturday Night Live 
format with local recording and performing artists, 
bands, dance crews, poets, and drama groups, takes 
place each fourth Sunday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
Celebration Tabernacle, 8131 N. Denver Ave. The 
free event is open to the community.

Discount Tickets -- Local low-income families 
and individuals can purchase $5 tickets to classi-
cal musical performances in Portland as part of a 
unique program called Music for All. Participating 
organizations include the Oregon Symphony, Port-
land Opera, Oregon Ballet Theater, Chamber Music 
Northwest, Portland Youth Philharmonic, Portland 
Baroque Orchestra, Friends of Chamber Music, 
Portland Chamber Orchestra, Portland Piano Inter-
national, Portland Symphonic Choir, Cappella Ro-
mana and Portland Vocal Consort.

Distorted Guitar and Smooth Vocals -- Gary Clark 
Jr. brings his distorted guitar sound and smooth vo-
cal style to Portland. The Grammy Award-winning 
singer, songwriter and virtuoso guitarist from Aus-
tin, Texas, will perform Thursday, April 14 at the 
Roseland Theater, downtown.
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Upholster y  Cleaning •  S ofa/Loveseat  •  Pet  Stains  •  F lood Restorat ions

5 0 3 - 7 0 5 - 2 5 8 7

We Also Do Janitorial Services
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Carpet Cleaning
Spot/Stain Removal • 24 Hour Flood Service

Upholstery Cleaning • Area Rug Cleaning  •  Dry Time 2-4 Hours 
Free Estimates • Available Weekends

2 Rooms + Hall

$5995

Complete House

$10995
With Free Deoderizer

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays	 • Anniversaries
• Funerals	 • Weddings

Chicken • Pork Ribs • Beef Ribs

Catering 
& Take-Out

Our Specialty: Real Hickory Smoked Bar-B-Q
Wayne Cannon (Proprietor)

Mon-Thur 11:30am-9:00pm • Fri-Sat 11:30am-11:00pm • Sun 1:00pm-7:00pm
5410 N.E. 33rd	 503-288-3836



Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page 16

Page 13  April 13, 2016

positive notice the film is winning 
at film festivals will help it snag 
a distributor; for now you can fol-
low it on its website (kikimovie.
com).

6.  “Hooligan Sparrow” tells 
a story of political awakening 
with remarkable parallels to “Two 
Trains Runnin’.” After coming to 
NYU for school, filmmaker Nanfu 
Wang returned to her native Chi-
na intent on making a film about 
a maverick activist, Ye Haiyan 
(known as Hooligan Sparrow), 
who had made a name for herself 
on the internet advocating for sex 
workers’ rights. In the post-show 
screening that I attended, Wang 
explained how, like most Chi-
nese, she had not been particular-
ly awake to the oppressive tactics 
employed by her own govern-
ment--but soon she found herself 
a target of government surveil-
lance and intimidation along with 
Sparrow and her band of activist 
colleagues as they pleaded for 
justice for six elementary school 
girls who were sexually abused by 
their school principal. All the ac-
tivists’ actions (including Wang’s 
actions in filming) are technically 
legal--but the response of police 
and hired thugs who intimidate 
them, assault them, arrest Spar-
row and others, and hold them for 
days without due process reveals 
a government absolutely intent on 
preventing any real accountability 
for official actions, even deplor-
able ones. The struggle of Wang 
and her subjects to document 
their experience--including using 
secret recording devices and hid-
den-camera glasses--and even to 
find places to shelter them in the 
face of black-listing and relentless 
surveillance is an important win-
dow into the stakes for the strug-
gle for human rights in China--
and, to my mind, a perhaps more 
visible look at the tactics used by 
the powerful everywhere to si-
lence dissent. You can follow the 
film on its website (hooliganspar-
row.com) and on Facebook; it’s 
currently making the festival cir-
cuit and hopefully will find a dis-
tributer.

7.  “Life, Animated” won the 
audience award at Full Frame and 
its director, Roger Ross Williams 
(who also directed the terrific 
“God Loves Uganda”), won a doc-
umentary directing award for this 
film at Sundance. It’s a beautiful 
and moving depiction of a partic-
ular family’s journey with autism. 
Owen Susskind was an apparently 
happy and normal child until, at 
age three, he stopped talking and 
began regressing in other ways. 
After years of unsuccessful at-
tempts to reach him, Owen’s par-
ents discovered that they could 
converse with him through the 
Disney characters that he loved 
so well--and indeed, eventually 

Slate of Documentaries
they discovered that Owen had the 
entire Disney catalog memorized 
and, to a large degree, experienced 
life through the lessons he had 
learned from his beloved Disney 
films. Through a skillful blend of 
interviews and beautifully animat-
ed sequences, this inspiring film 
tells the Susskinds’ story and illus-
trates an important breakthrough 
in recognizing that the passions 
of kids with autism can provide 
an important pathway to helping 
them make connections and build 
satisfying lives.  The film will re-
ceive a theatrical release in July 
and, until then, you can follow it 
on its website (lifeanimateddoc.
com) or on Facebook.

8.  “Kate Plays Christine” is 
a particularly fascinating Rubik’s 
Cube of a film that wrestles with 
the complexity of finding a truth-
ful vantage point for story investi-
gation.  Its writer-director, Robert 
Greene, who won a screenwriting 
award for the film at Sundance, 
builds it around actress Kate Lyn 
Sheil’s preparation to play Chris-
tine Chubbock, a young news an-
chor who notoriously shot herself 
on the air in 1974, in a dramatic 
film about her life. We follow 
Sheil’s attempts to transform her 
physical appearance and to learn 
more about Chubbock’s life and 
relationships in order to try to un-
derstand her dramatic and inscru-
table actions. As the film unfolds, 
both Chubbock’s and Sheil’s moti-
vations remain elusive--even more 
so when you realize that there is 
no film actually being made ex-
cept the one you are watching; the 
entire project is an inquiry into 
story-telling itself. We are being 
had--but, in a sense, we are always 
being had when someone tells us 
a story, including a true one. And 
what is a true point of view for 
telling a personal story, especial-
ly one like this one about a sen-
sational act by a depressed person 
angry about, among other things, 
the sensational vantage point that 
makes television news inherently 
false? And how real are Sheil’s 
struggles with playing her? This 
quirky film grapples productively 
with the craft of acting, the quan-
dary of suicide, and the challenge 
of understanding another person’s 
story.

9.  “The Bad Kids” is a mov-
ing cinema verite’ examination 
of a Mojave Desert High School 
that serves “at risk” kids. The film, 
which won a special jury prize at 
Sundance, invites you to sit with 
the experience of these kids and 
the adults who try to help them-
-and without directly giving you 
much history, you get a sense of 
the social, emotional, and eco-
nomic pressures that have pushed 
these kids to the edge. Indeed, 
their struggles often seem to be 
the fall-out from the struggles of 
their parents.  The approach of 
this school and its principal is a 

moving example of love in action-
-of really dealing with these kids 
where they are, making genuine 
and concrete offers of help which 
sometimes can be accepted and 
sometimes, heartbreakingly, can’t 
be. With these kids, a rigid ap-
proach just won’t work--but lov-
ing limits and real investment in 
them as people offers hope that in-
spires. The film recently acquired 
a distributer and can be followed 
on its website (thebadkidsmovie.
com) and on Facebook.

10.  “Trapped” explores the 
alarming effects of “TRAP” laws 
(targeted regulation of abortion 
providers), which since 2010 have 
achieved their aim of shutting 
down the majority of abortion 
clinics in southern states and have 
taken hold in other states as well. 
The regulations impose unwork-
able restrictions on abortion pro-
viders that have nothing to do with 
safe performance of the procedure 
and everything to do with forcing 
the shutdown of clinics and mak-
ing abortions practically impossi-
ble for women by requiring them 
to travel expensive and unwork-
able distances, often for statutorily 
required extra visits.  The film il-
lustrates how a constitutional right 
has been essentially regulated out 
of existence in large swathes of the 
country, increasingly leading to an 
alarming return of dangerous at-
tempts by women to end unwanted 
pregnancies. The treatment here 
is reasoned and comprehensive 
and focuses needed attention on 
a trend about which most people 
are not well-informed.  It won a 
special jury prize at Sundance and 
is currently in limited release.  It 
will also air on public broadcast-
ing in June.  You can follow it on 
its website (trappeddocumentary.
com).

11.  “Starless Dreams” won 
the Grand Jury Prize and an Inspi-
ration Award, and invites you to 
sit with the experience of young 
women living in an Iranian juve-
nile detention center. These teen-
agers have committed serious 
crimes like theft, drug trafficking, 
and even murder, but filmmaker 
Mehrdad Oskouei (himself the 
father of a teenage girl) builds the 
space and trust necessary to gently 
coax from his subjects the stories 
of abuse and deprivation that ap-
propriately broaden the picture of 
their actions. My own experience 
leads me to expect that one might 
hear similar stories from girls 
in detention here in the U.S; the 
filmmaker subtly raises questions 
about the world these girls can ex-
pect and the societal failures that 
have brought them to this place. 
I’m not sure it will get a U.S. 
theatrical release, but it is worth 
keeping an eye out for an oppor-
tunity to give these girls your ear.

12.  “Sonita” won a filmmaker 
award at Full Frame and an audi-
ence award at the Portland Inter-
national Film Festival.  It follows 

Mowing, Edging & Trimming  •  Pruning, Tilling, & Gardening
Clean-Up & Hauling  •  Leaf & Debris Removal  •  Composting

Yard Maintenance  •  Bark Dusting  •  Power- Washing  •  & More!

Commercial & Residential Services

“Your satisfaction is my guarantee”

CLASSIC CUTS & LAWN CARE MAINTENANCE

Boweivel
WWW.BOWEIVEL.COM

For free estimates call 
Owner James Wimbish at:

503-890-4826

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

State Farm R

Advertise with diversity 
in The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 or email ads@portlandobserver.com



Statistical Research Analyst 
sought by Rentrak Corp in 
Portland, OR to mntn & rcmmd 
imprvmnts to cvrge. BS in Stats, 
Dcsns Sci, Econ, Physcs, Math 
or rltd +3yrs rlvnt exp. Know of 
dta mning & sftwr apps. Exp w/: 
dstling lrge amts of info into  key 
fndings; Dta mgmt w/ SQL&SAS 
progmng; Excel (pvot tbles, 
formulae, vlookups & grphng); 
SAS- wrtng clean, anotated, 
redble cde. Perm US work auth. 
Aply@www.jobpostingtoday.com 
ID#55356.

Continued from Page 9

Classified/Bids

Time to Work Together
Since most people’s highest monthly bill obligations are 
their rent/mtg, education, auto, hostpital bills, etc., there 

is a membership company named “Savings Highway” 
that can help you Earn Bonus Income Every Month to the 
tune of $500-$2000+, to take care of those expenses for 

you/your family by you, helping to build/grow their pro-
memberships subscription.

You can sign up Today for free at: www.1yearretirement.
savingshighway.com + get a free medical savings plan.

You can also call (pro-member), Coach John to get info on 
how you can qualify for these monthly bonus incomes + 

the check that you’ll earn as a member.

Phone Coach John @ 503-358-9655 or Email @ 
team1won@gmail.com (God Bless).
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United Way of the Columbia-
Willamette is hiring two Early 
Learning Managers for Preschool 
Promise programs in Multnomah 
and Washington Counties. Hiring 
Range: $48,192 to $57,830, 
DOE. For more info and to 
apply, www.unitedway-pdx.org/
careers. Positions open until 
filled; resume review will begin 
immediately. Equal Opportunity 
Employer

Information Technology 
Manager (1.0 FTE)

The Regional Arts & Culture 
Council is seeking a full-
time Information Technology 
Manager to oversee the 
organization’s IT systems and 
operations, including network 
administration, Windows 
servers and cloud services. 
Supervises 1 FT database 
admin and 1 PT systems admin 
posi t ion.$65,000-$70,000 
annual salary+ benefits.  See 
http://bit.ly/ITmgrjob for full 
job announcement. Deadline: 
5/3/2016

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Riverplace Parcel 3

Portland, Oregon
Bid Package: MEP Trade Partners

Pre-Proposal Meeting:	 April 12th at 10:00am
Proposals Due:	 April 26th at 2:00pm
Bid Documents:	 www.hoffmancorp.com/subcontractors

805 SW Broadway, Suite 2100, Portland, OR 97205
Phone (503) 221-8811  •  Bid Fax (503) 221-8888

BIDS@hoffmancorp.com
Hoffman is an equal opportunity employer and requests sub-bids from 
all interested firms including disadvantaged, minority, women, disabled 
veterans and emerging small business enterprises

OR CCB#28417 / LIC HOFFMCC164NC

Metro operates the Oregon 
Convention Center, Oregon Zoo, 
Portland’5 Centers for the Arts 
and Expo Center and provides 
transportation planning, 
recycling, natural area and other 
services to the region.
Visit www.oregonmetro.gov/jobs 
for current openings and a link 
to our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Young, Gifted and Black
Gifted and Black program is 
aimed at promoting student suc-
cess and creating a vehicle for in-
spiring other students.

More than 130 student nom-
inations from kindergarten 
through 12th grade were submit-
ted and 28 finalists were select-
ed. 

The effort was put togeth-
er by the district’s Office of 
School-Family Partnerships. The 
honored students were photo-
graphed by professional photog-
rapher Marquis Johnson-Bey and 
interviewed by retired Portland 
Public Schools administrator Dr. 
Carolyn Leonard.  Their photo-
graphs and inspiring stories will 
be shared with students, fami-

lies and community members 
throughout Portland, including a 
Young, Gifted and Black booklet 
and web page.

In addition, the community 
is invited to attend the seventh 
annual Young Gifted and Black 
Tribute at the Blanchard Educa-
tion Service Center, 501 N. Dix-
on St., on Wednesday, April 20 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer  Call 503-288-0033

Drivers:  Local, Home Nightly! 
Portland Flatbed & 
Woodburn Flatbed.
Great Pay, Benefits!
CDL-A, 1yr Exp. Req.
Estenson Logistics

Apply www.goelc.com
1-855-420-1374
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Calendar
April 2016

SUNDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Jan Wahl born, 1933
April Fool’s Day
One Cent Day

Author Hans 
Christian Andersen 
born, 1805

International 
Children’s Book 
Day

Find-A-Rainbow Day
Pony Express 
established (1860)

First iPad sold in the 
U.S. in 2010

First U.S. flag 
approved (1818)

National Read a 
Road Map Day

Educator Booker T. 
Washington born, 
1856

North Pole 
Discovered In 
1898.

U.S. entered World 
War I (1917)

No Housework Day
World Health Day, 
established 1948

Trina Schart Hyman 
born, 1939

Robert E. Lee 
surrendered to 
Ulysses S. Grant 
(1865)

Encourage a Young 
Writer Day

National Sibling Day
U.S. Patent System 
established (1790)

President Johnson 
signs the Civil 
Rights Act, 1964 
(1964)

Space Shuttle 
Columbia First 
Launched Crewed 
by John Young and 
Robert Crippen - 
1981

3rd President 
Thomas Jefferson 
born, 1743

Lee Bennett Hopkins 
born, 1938

Webster’s Dictionary 
Published, 1828

Titanic Struck sank 
at 2:20 AM on 
April 15.

Income Tax Day
Artist/Inventor 
Leonardo Da Vinci 
born, 1452

Garth Williams  
born, 1912

Aviator Wilbur 
Wright born, 1867

Sherlock Hemlock’s 
Birthday (Sesame 
Street character)

Paul Revere’s 
Famous Ride (1775)

Great San Francisco 
Earthquake In 1906.

Pet Owner’s Day

Humorous Day
Revolutionary War 
began (1775)

Scientists Marie & 
Pierre Curie isolate 
radium (1902)

Kindergarten Day
Barbara Park born, 
1947

Earth Day 
established 1970

Girl Scout Leader 
Appreciation Day

Passover Begins  
at Sundown

William Shakespeare 
born, 1564

Library of Congress 
established (1800)

Pigs-in-a-Blanket 
Day

Anzac Day (Australia, 
New Zealand)

Hubble Telescope 
launched, 1990

World Penguin Day

Hug a Friend Day
National Pretzel Day
Seismologist Charles 
Richter born, 1900

Administrative 
Professionals/ 
Secretaries Day

Tell a Story Day

Take Our Daughters 
and Sons to  
Work Day

Take your Daughter 
to Work Day

Arbor Day
Zipper Day 
(patented by 
Gideon Sundback 
in 1913)

National Honesty 
Day

Anniversary 
Louisiana Purchase 
completed (1803)

It Does Good ThingsTM

This page is sponsored by Oregon Lottery R
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the story of Sonita Alzadeh, an 
Afghan teenager living illegally in 
Iran and attending a school for ref-
ugees who desperately wants to be 
a rapper. Among the obstacles she 
faces?  She lives in a culture that 
forbids women from singing pub-
licly, that sees her as useful only 

Slate of Documentaries
for obtaining a valuable marriage 
contract that will help her desper-
ate family, and that severely limits 
any kind of self-expression. The 
filmmaker ends up walking some 
interesting lines as Sonita enlists 
her for help in getting to the U.S. 
and in navigating her mother’s 
disapproval--but it is a compelling 
window into Sonita’s culture and 

into the ways that even the most 
oppressed teenagers struggle to 
find their voices. It is slated for a 
theatrical release in late May.

13.  “Behemoth” has garnered 
awards internationally and is a dev-
astating depiction of environmen-
tal degradation wrought by coal 
mining in Inner Mongolia. The 
director takes a poetic approach to 
the subject, drawing a parallel to 
Dante’s Inferno, and I must say, I 

did feel as though I was watching 
hell for 90 minutes. The director 
lingers and finds the scope and an-
gles for depicting what is happen-
ing to a formerly lush landscape in 
a way that makes your heart ache, 
as does his focus on the exertions 
of the people who perform the ago-
nizing and hellish work of moving 
coal and doing other senseless acts.  
You can almost feel their bodies 
breaking down--and sure enough, 
many such workers become very 
ill and are not well-supported by 
industry or the Chinese govern-
ment.  The power of the images 
here is best experienced on the big 
screen, and there is no mistaking 
the importance of bearing witness 
to this scale of human folly.

14.  “Call Me Marianna” has 
achieved awards recognition in 
Europe and at Full Frame, where it 
won a new filmmaker award, and 
examines the sex reassignment 
journey of a woman in Poland. 
Although its pace drags a bit and 
the accompanying music is more 
annoying than effectively por-
tentous, the film is nevertheless an 
interesting window into one wom-
an’s experience, which involves 
the loss of relationships and even 
a court battle, as well as a cascade 
of health problems. I appreciated 
the opportunity to witness how 
a non-famous person in central 
Europe navigates these particular 
treacherous waters.  

15.  “Raising Bertie” is the fruit 
of the filmmaker’s six-year journey 
with three young black men in rural 
Bertie County in North Carolina, 
trying to launch independent lives 
in the face of limited opportunities, 
economic hardship, and a paucity 
of inspiration and hope from adults 
around them. The film started as an 
exploration of an alternative high 
school founded by a determined 
powerhouse of a local woman, but 
the school closed early in the film-
ing for lack of funding.  The young 
men themselves are certainly wor-
thy of the filmmaker’s attention, 
and they do manage to survive, but 
I would not call it thriving.  The 
film is an opportunity to fill out 
some details of your picture of the 
challenges faced by young men in 
communities like these; if you are 
paying attention at all, the legacy 

of slavery is hard to miss.  
16.  “Gleason” follows the story 

of Steve Gleason, a Spokane native 
and popular former player for the 
New Orleans Saints who was diag-
nosed with ALS at age 34, just as 
he and his wife Michel were start-
ing a family. The couple is as genu-
ine, courageous, and good-hearted 
as any two young people who have 
faced such unthinkable challenges 
could possibly be, and Gleason has 
led significant advocacy on behalf 
of ALS patients--but I also think 
the film could have benefited from 
a more mature directorial perspec-
tive and perhaps with a bit more 
time for the story to unfold. ALS 
is as brutal as it gets; I suspect it 
would be an unusual human being 
who could do this story justice as 
a director.  That said, it won spe-
cial mention from the Grand Jury 
at Full Frame, and Gleason and his 
family are the most sympathetic 
subjects imaginable. The film will 
be released theatrically in July.  

In addition to the feature-length 
films I saw, I caught excellent two 
shorts. “I, Destini” is an animat-
ed short co-directed by a Durham 
teenager who reflects on the dif-
ferences between the experience 
of her African American family 
(including a brother accused of a 
serious crime) and her white class-
mates. Her parents helped her with 
the project, which began when 
she was 13, including by working 
on the animation itself. There is 
something profound about a fam-
ily working through trauma by 
drawing together their response 
to what happened--and the film 
is quite powerful. If you’re inter-
ested in screening the film, visit 
idestini.info, where you can also 
watch a clip of it. “The Black Belt” 
examines the after-effects of the 
Alabama legislature’s decision in 
2015 to close 31 DMV locations 
in predominantly black communi-
ties to save $100,000 for the state.  
Residents must now obtain voter 
ID cards from ramshackle mobile 
units that visit those communities 
very rarely. The film documents a 
particularly clear example of in-
stitutionalized oppression. Watch 
for it on the website for Field of 
Vision, theintercept.com/fieldofvi-
sion.

Continued from Page 13


