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Rinita Lowe, 23, charged with murder

Shantina Turner , 29, died of homicidal violence

Third Death at Strip Club
Skinn’s stabbing revives community concerns

Photo by Mark Washington/the Portland observer

A dancer is killed during a confrontation with a female acquaintance at the Skinn strip club at Northeast 60th Avenue 
and Prescott. The third death in five years has raised community concerns to close the establishment.

by Cervante PoPe

the Portland observer

A dancer was killed in homicidal vio-
lence at a northeast Portland strip club last 
week, reviving community concerns in the 
Cully Neighborhood over an establishment 
that has experienced three murders in the 
last five years.

Friends at the scene of the June 15 fa-
tality reported that Shantina Turner, 29, 
was stabbed in the neck by Rinita Linelle 

Lowe, 23, during an argument while hav-
ing a drink outside the club around 11:30 
p.m. Medical personnel responded but 
were unable to save Turner and she died 
at the scene.

Police were able to immediately arrest 
Lowe, as she sought refuge in a neigh-
boring 7-Eleven, where two police offi-
cers were inside getting coffee. She was 
charged with murder and unlawful use of 
a weapon.

Crime scenes aren’t that unusual at 
Skinn’s as both staff and locals recall the 
two other murders at the establishment.

Anton Hill, a father of five children at 
the time, was shot and killed outside the 
establishment back in 2013. Another man, 
Deon Moisan was shot five times in the 
chest outside the club back in 2011 when 
it was under the business name JD’s Bar 
& Grill. Reports at the time claim he was 
celebrating his 24th birthday and that his 

death was gang related.
Former Skinn bouncer Jason Gleason 

remembers both of these incidents, believ-
ing it’s due to a lack of experienced secu-
rity personnel.

“Even if you have the most experienced 
bouncer in that place, something’s gonna 
happen. They’re gonna get overwhelmed,” 
Gleason told KATU.

A childhood friend to the latest victim, 
Candice Edwards, agrees with Gleason, 

Hope for Oak Leaf
New excise tax 
could save mobile 
home park
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Immigration Charge Dropped
A federal immigration charge 
against Portland day laborer ac-
tivist Francis-
co Aguirre has 
been dropped 
after a year 
and a half long 
battle. Agu-
irre received 
sanctuary at 
Augustana Lu-
theran Church 
in northeast Portland to avoid 
deportation. Sunday, the church 
celebrated Aguirre during a ser-
vice, but the battle for him to 
stay in the country is not over.

Airbnb Called Out on Racism
Chairman G.K. Butterfield and 
Congressman Emanuel Cleav-
er II of the Congressional Black 
Caucus wrote a letter to Airbnb 
CEO Brian Chesky last week, 
calling out reports of discrimina-
tion against black consumers who 
were turned down when they at-
tempted to book vacation rentals 
through the online service, later 
finding the units were still avail-
able.

 Child Wellbeing Drops
This year’s Annie E. Casey Foun-
dation Kids Count Data Book just 
revealed that Oregon ranks 32nd 
in child wellbeing, dropping three 
spots. The ratings are based on the 
economic, educational and health 
performances. In Oregon, one in 
five children in the state lives in 
poverty.
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Diversity in the Workplace

Women in the Draft
Congress decided last week that 
women between the ages of 18 
and 26 will be required to regis-
ter for military service the same as 
men beginning in January 2018. 
The legislation doesn’t affect 
women who turned 18 before that 
date, but those who fail to comply 
with the draft requirements after 
that date could lose various forms 
of federal aid.

Buckman Pool Closed
Summer just got a little bit hotter 
for those living near Southeast 
Stark Street because Buckman 
Pool at Buckman Elementary an-
nounced its closure last week due 
to lead paint peeling in the locker 
rooms. There was no estimate on 
how long the closure and repairs 
will take, but PPS openly ac-
knowledges that the facility con-
tains large quantities of lead paint.

Shoot Up at Residence Hotel
Guests at the Residence Inn Mar-
riott hotel in the Lloyd district of 
northeast Portland were definitely 
startled when 35 rounds of gunfire 
erupted around 2:30 a.m. on Fri-
day. A car pulled up and unloaded 
the rounds at a party occurring in 
one of the rooms. One unrelated 
guest was grazed by a bullet, but 
not seriously injured. The shooting 
was assumed to be gang related.

The Week 
in Review
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Oak Leaf Mobile Home Park residents Rhonda Polk and Renae Corbett are organizing a massive 
cleanup of grounds at the park to do away with the negative overtones that have been working 
against them in a battle to keep the large parcel of property on Northeast Killingsworth Street as a 
mobile home park.

Hope for Oak Leaf
Affordable housing tax could save mobile home park

Good in the Hood Weekend
Festival 
promotes 
unity in the 
community

It’s time for the Good in the 
Hood Festival and Parade and that 
means neighbors, families and 
friends connecting to the diversity 
of inner north and northeast Port-
land with a multicultural celebra-
tion of music, arts and foods.

For over 20 years, the Good in 

the Hood has been a Rose Festival 
sanctioned event, with thousands 
of community residents partici-
pating.

The festival kicks off Friday, 
June 24 and continues through 
Sunday, June 26 at Lillis Albina 
Park at North Flint Avenue and 
Russell Street. The fun activities 
include entertainment, a kids’ 
space, puppet show, games, infor-
mational booths and a beer gar-
den. Festival hours are Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sun-
day from 1 a.m. to 9 p.m. A Friday 
mixer from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. will 

include music by DJ Pryce Miy-
agi.

The fun-filled Good in the 
Hood Parade is sponsored by the 
Northeast Coalition of Neigh-
borhoods and will have candy to 
throw out to the crowds along the 
parade route.

The annual parade starts Satur-
day at 10:45 a.m. at King School 
Park on Northeast Seventh Ave-
nue and Wygant Street and heads 
south on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard, turning west on Rus-
sell Street, ending  at Lillis Albina 
Park.

by Cervante PoPe

the Portland observer

A rally to save the Oak Leaf 
Mobile Home Park serving low 
income residents in the heart of 
northeast Portland’s Cully neigh-
borhood and a face-to-face meet-
ing with city commissioners at 
City Hall has given residents of 
the park a bit more promise for a 
solution to keep their homes.

A new excise tax on city de-
velopment is up for vote by the 

City Council this week and if it 
passes, some of that money could 
go towards helping the Oak Leaf 
residents in purchasing the prop-
erty as a collective to keep their 
homes.

The tax is proposed as a means 
to raise money to build and retain 
affordable housing in the city, a 
collection of revenue made legal 
by the Oregon Legislature earlier 
this year with the support of all of 
Portland’s council members.

Renae Corbett, a resident of the 
Oak Leaf Mobile Home Park, is 
cautiously optimistic.

“We’re not the only people that 
want some of the money from this 
proposed tax, so the mayor may be 
very earnest and true to his word 
but he’s not the only cog in this 
wheel,” says Corbett, who has 
been living at Oak Leaf for two 
years with her 80-year-old father 
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Juneteenth Parade Fun
Photos by Mark Washington/the Portland observer

Leadership from the Sons of Haiti, St. Josephs Grand 
Lodge in north Portland, march in Saturday’s June-
teenth Parade.

“Nicki Brown Clown,” adds a lot of fun to the 
June 18 parade commemorating the end of 
slavery in the United States.

The drill team from King Sun School participate in “Clara People’s Freedom Trail Parade.”

Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033

 or email ads@portlandobserver.com
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urbAn leAgue of PortlAnd 
AnnuAl Meeting

You are invited to attend the Urban League  
of Portland’s Annual Meeting to  

celebrate another successful year!
Date: June 29, 2016
Time: 6:00 PM
Place: MODA Center
 Rose Room
 1 Center Court Street
 Portland, OR 97227

Join us to learn more about the work of the Urban League including our Housing, 
Healthy Families, Community Health, Jobs, Advocacy and Civic Engagement, and 
Youth Programs.
During the annual meeting we will share our annual report and financial position. 
Members will also elect our Board of Directors.

adding that bouncers at the estab-
lishment aren’t really taken seri-
ously.

“The bouncers really don’t 
look like bouncers, they look kind 
of frail and kind of like maybe 
[they’re] intimidated themselves, 
like they really don’t secure,” she 
told KPTV.

Donna Taylor, who has been 
living near the club for the last 
three years, told reporters that vio-
lence at Skinn’s has increased and 
that the business should cease.

“We need to close that place 
down, it’s not good for the neigh-
borhood, it’s bad for kids, it’s just 
no good,” Turner told KPTV Fox 
12.

Calls from the Portland Ob-
server to Skinn Gentlemen’s Club 
management for comment were 
not answered.

Third Death

Hope for Oak Leaf
Continued froM Page 3

after spending eight months living 
in her truck.

The owner of Oak Leaf has 
reportedly agreed to sell the park 
to the Community and Shelter 
Assistance Corp. (CASA), who 
would be purchasing the property 
on behalf of the park residents as 
a non-profit group, with addition-
al revenues from the excise tax to 
make the transaction complete.

In addition to following CA-
SA’s lead, Corbett says the resi-
dents have been making an effort 
to clean the park up and make it 
more presentable aesthetically and 
socially.

A single mother of two, Rhon-
da Polk has been Corbett’s neigh-
bor at the park for over a year and 
feels the negative connotation that 
comes with trailer parks fuels nay-
sayers, and hopes that tidying up 
the park will help save it.

“It doesn’t matter if you’re pay-
ing $1,300 or you’re paying $500, 
every place is going to have a neg-
ative point. Our thing is we’re try-
ing to give people a better image 
of this park. Let us start here to 
show that not all these places are 
bad,” Polk says. 

Oak Leaf is its own little com-
munity in the community,  a sen-
timent Polk had to learn herself, 
after a divorce left her and her two 
teenage boys, ages 13 and 14, with 
no other option for housing.

“I had the same image in my 
head as everyone else. I thought 
‘it’s a trailer park, I don’t ever 
want to be there; I don’t even 
want to walk in there.’ But when 
it came to a point where I had to 
go there, I really needed to hum-
ble myself, because these people 
have roofs over their head, they’re 
paying their rent, they can afford 

it, and where was I at?” says Polk. 
An estimated $1.5 million 

would be needed to keep the park 
and while it seems like a lot, both 
Polk and Corbett feel it’s a small 
price to pay.

“They gave Right 2 Dream a $7 
million lot and support services 
for roughly 100 people. I’m glad 
they gave it to them, that commu-
nity needed that assistance. But 
we’re a community of like size 
that’s asking for a fraction of that 
cost,” says Corbett.

“Considering how much it’d 
save the city, it’s really not a lot 
to ask. The outcome of it could be 
amazing,” says Polk, who says the 
park has around 60 residents of 
families, senior citizens and vets 
that mostly require some type of 
government assistance.

Both women expressed having 
no idea what’s to come next for 
them if the proposed tax doesn’t 
go through, other than homeless-
ness. A plan B to help save the 
park has not been established.

“I’m a retired nurse; my father 
is a retired engineer. It’s unheard 
of that two retired professionals 
can’t afford a place to live. My 
father asked me what we’re going 
to do and I tell him I don’t know. 
That’s all I can say,” says Cor-
bett. “You shouldn’t be 80 years 
old and be afraid of not knowing 
where you’re going to live.”
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opiNioN
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of  the 
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and 
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

Nuclear Bomb Doomsday Clock Still Ticking
How will we 
write the next 
chapter?
by Marian Wright 
edelMan

President Obama’s 
historic visit to Hi-
roshima was an op-
portunity to take a 
clear-eyed look back to the first 
and only time nuclear weapons 
have been used in war. Germany 
had surrendered on May 8, 1945. 
Japan refused to surrender and 
continued to wage the Pacific War. 
President Harry S. Truman faced a 
decision on whether or not to drop 
the world’s first atomic bomb in 
Japan. 

“President Truman formed a 
committee of men to tell him if 
this bomb would work, and if so, 
what he should do with it. Some 
members of this committee felt 
that the bomb would jeopardize 
the future of civilization. They 
were against its use. Others want-
ed it to be used in demonstration 
on a forest of cryptomeria trees, 
but not against a civil or military 
target. Many atomic scientists 

warned that the use of atomic 
power in war would be difficult 
and even impossible to control. 
The danger would be very great. 

Finally, there were oth-
ers who believed that if 
the bomb were used just 
once or twice, on one or 
two Japanese cities, there 
would be no more war. 
They believed the new 
bomb would produce eter-

nal peace.”
The description is from Trap-

pist monk and social justice and 
peace activist Thomas Merton’s 
1962 prose poem “Original Child 
Bomb,” a title that is a rough 
translation of the root characters 
in the Japanese term for the atom. 
It includes a numbered list of 41 
points about the atomic bomb’s 
creation, the decision to drop the 
first one on Hiroshima, and its af-
termath:

“32: The bomb exploded within 
100 feet of the aiming point. The 
fireball was 18,000 feet across. 
The temperature at the center of 
the fireball was 100,000,000 de-
grees. The people who were near 
the center became nothing. The 
whole city was blown to bits and 
the ruins all caught fire instant-

ly everywhere, burning briskly. 
70,000 people were killed right 
away or died within a few hours. 
Those who did not die at once 
suffered great pain. Few of them 
were soldiers.

“33: The men in the plane per-
ceived that the raid had been suc-
cessful, but they thought of the 
people in the city and they were 
not perfectly happy. Some felt 
they had done wrong. But in any 
case they had obeyed orders. ‘It 
was war.’”

It was war, and despite the ini-
tial reaction by co-pilot Captain 
Robert Lewis as he witnessed the 
devastation — “My God, what 
have we done?” — pilots and 
crew members stressed over and 
over again that they believed they 
did what they had to do. But the 
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki have not produced eter-
nal peace. Instead they opened a 
Pandora’s Box that can never be 
fully locked back up. 

I have visited Hiroshima twice 
— once with my husband and 
once with him and our three sons. 
The Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
(Genbaku Dome), created from 
the ruins of the only structure left 
standing near the bomb’s hypo-

center, is a reminder of how far 
we still have to go to make this a 
world worthy of and safe for all 
our children.

The Bulletin of the Atomic Sci-
entists’ “Doomsday Clock” has 
this ominous message today: It is 
still three minutes to midnight.

Beginning in 1947 the clock’s 
hands have moved based on the 
scientists’ evaluation of wheth-
er events are pushing humanity 
closer to or further from nuclear 
apocalypse; since 2007 they have 
also considered climate change 
and other threats that might lead 
to global catastrophe. Last year, 
the scientists noted: “The prob-
ability of global catastrophe is 
very high, and the actions need-
ed to reduce the risks of disaster 
must be taken very soon.” 

Will we hear and heed? 
President Obama’s recent vis-

it should prompt us all to realize 
that if we do not want the horrors 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to be 
repeated ever again we cannot be 
complacent.

While we can celebrate all 
steps that have been taken to con-
trol access to more weapons in 
our nuclear saturated world we 
must do even more to protect our 

children’s and grandchildren’s 
futures in a world rife with war 
and religious, racial, gender, sec-
tarian, and political strife.

When anyone argues that the 
world might be safer if more 
countries had nuclear weapons it 
is yet another reminder that his-
tory can and may repeat itself on 
our watch if we are not vigilant. 
The clock is still ticking. 

The same year that “Origi-
nal Child Bomb” was published, 
Thomas Merton also wrote this 
in the essay “Nuclear War and 
Christian Responsibility”: “. . . 
there can be no doubt that Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki were, though 
not fully deliberate crimes, nev-
ertheless crimes. And who was 
responsible? No one. Or ‘histo-
ry.’ We cannot go on playing with 
nuclear fire and shrugging off the 
results as ‘history.’ We are the 
ones concerned. We are the ones 
responsible. History does not 
make us, we make it—or end it.” 

What we have wrought by 
trying to play God is still our re-
sponsibility. How will we write 
the next chapter?

Marian Wright Edelman is 
president of the Children’s De-
fense Fund.
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 

more  $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00 
Area/Oriental Rugs:  
 $25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):                                                                    
$40.00 Minimum 
Heavily Soiled Area: 
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL                                       

PRICES & SERVICES                                                    
Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949                                               

Your Carpet  
Best Cleaning 
Choice

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Breaking Down the Prison Pipeline
Supporting vital 
services for 
released inmates
by s. bobbin singh

It’s a statistic 
often quoted in 
criminal justice cir-
cles: 95 percent of 
prisoners will be 
released at some 
point. That figure 
shows we need to 
be serious about planning for their 
release.

People returning to the com-
munity from Oregon’s prisons 
and jails face numerous barriers to 
successfully reintegrating. They 
have to find work, a place to live, 
and repair relationships with fam-
ily and friends that may have been 
fractured by incarceration or their 
criminal behavior, all the while 
complying with whatever condi-
tions of release and post-prison 
supervision may have been put on 
them by the system.

More than 2,500 people return 
home to Multnomah County from 
prison or jail each year. The sim-
ple fact is that the number of peo-
ple that could use some help tran-
sitioning from prison far exceeds 
the available services.

Even though many newly re-
leased inmates are genuinely com-
mitted to leading a productive life, 
there may be legal and other is-
sues that went unaddressed while 
they were away. These may in-

clude child custody problems 
or loss of parental rights, 
debt, ruined credit histories, 
or loss of assets such as their 
home, job or business. There 
are also laws and policies 
that restrict the full participa-
tion of people with criminal 
histories in society. In fact, 

Oregon has massive network of 
1,100 such laws and policies.

These barriers to reentry dispro-
portionately affect people of color 
because individuals from these 
communities are disproportion-
ately likely to be caught up in the 
criminal justice system. Since the 
release of Multnomah County’s 
Racial and Ethnic Disparities re-
port in March we have hard proof 
that people of color are negative-
ly affected at a greater rate than 
whites at every stage of the system, 
including after prison or jail.

If we are serious about criminal 
justice reform, we have to get seri-
ous about robust reentry services. 
These services need to start long be-
fore anyone actually leaves prison.

In my organization, the Oregon 
Justice Resource Center, we have 

begun work to increase the civil 
legal services available to those 
rejoining the community. We no-
ticed that despite the urgent need, 
civil legal assistance is hard to 
obtain. Most newly released peo-
ple can’t afford an attorney and 
Legal Aid-type services are often 
stretched beyond capacity. For 
those who are still incarcerated, 
and are trying to take proactive 
steps to prepare for their release, 
civil legal assistance and informa-
tion tends to be especially difficult 
to obtain.

Civil legal assistance can help 
in a number of ways: expunging 
or correcting criminal records, 
securing driver’s licenses, gain-
ing parenting time or custody of 
their children, addressing debt and 
financial burdens, modifying fees 
and fines, and helping with evic-
tion proceedings. These services 
can help reduce recidivism and 
increase the chances of successful 
reentry. A 2013 evaluation by the 
Oregon Criminal Justice Commis-
sion showed for every one dollar 
invested in an effective reentry 
program saves the public safety 
system 14 dollars. 

There are encouraging signs 
that more attention is being paid to 
the importance of reentry services 
and the barriers that returning in-
dividuals may face. The U.S. re-

cently celebrated its first National 
Reentry Week. It was created by 
the Department of Justice to high-
light the challenges of reentry and 
promote the great work being done 
to overcome them. Additionally, 
a federal judge in New York in a 
groundbreaking decision chose 
to sentence a defendant to pro-
bation instead of prison. Quoting 
Michelle Alexander’s book “The 
New Jim Crow,” Judge Brock cit-
ed the harsh, negative collateral 
consequences of incarceration and 
the difficulties of reentry as rea-
sons why he decided not to send 
the individual to prison.

We need to pay attention to 
what this judge has realized: That 
barriers to reentry are holding 
people back and that is detrimen-
tal to society.

If we can support people in 
contributing positively to their 
community and families, we can 
reduce crime, cut police and court 
costs, and avoid the substantial 
charge for re-incarcerating some-
one after another crime. If we are 
sincere about addressing the civil 
rights issue of our time, then we 
need to commit ourselves to as-
sisting those returning home with 
the support and services they need.

S. Bobbin Singh, J.D., is the 
executive director of the Oregon 
Justice Resource Center.

Culture of Fear and Bigotry Takes Hold
We must fight 
this together
by graCe dolan-sandrino

The weekend of June 12 
sent me on a rollercoaster of 
emotions I never thought pos-
sible.

The previous Friday, I 
was an invited participant in the 
first-ever White House Summit 
for African American LGBTQ 
Youth. I felt amazingly support-
ed, empowered, and valued — 
by my school, by my family and 
friends, by President Obama, and 
by my LGBTQ community.

I was inspired.
On Saturday, I marched in the 

Pride Parade in our nation’s capi-
tal. I sang and danced with neigh-
bors from every race, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, and gender 
identity. We celebrated ourselves, 
each other, our allies, and our 
bright futures.

We were so beautiful and full 
of promise. I was so proud to be 
an Afro-Latina-Anglo transgen-
der teen.

Then came Sunday.
I woke up to find that a ha-

tred-filled assassin 
in Orlando had 
brutally murdered 
49 members of our 
young, innocent, 
beautiful, and be-
loved community, 
and injured over 

50 more.
They say the murderer was a 

U.S.-born Islamic terrorist. But 
Omar Mateen’s hatred for my 
community echoes the headlines 
I see about right-wing fundamen-
talists of other faiths who call 
for discrimination against people 
like me — and for the erasure of 
my rights as a human being.

His hatred echoes the oppres-
sion, arrests, and killings of my 
black and Latino brothers and 
sisters on the streets, in schools, 
and in our prisons. It reflects the 
cruelty of those who want to keep 
Muslims and Latinos away from 
our country — by force — and 
who still want to keep LGBTQ 
people from marrying each other.

They’ll even deny us the right 

to pee in peace, if that’s what it 
takes to dehumanize and humili-
ate us.

I’m not trying to be partisan. 
But it’s hard not to notice that 
President Obama held a summit to 
tell us how valued we are, while 
Donald Trump and many conser-
vative lawmakers want to erase us.

Many Republicans invoked 
fears of international terrorism, 
but most said nothing about the 
members of our LGBTQ commu-
nities, who were the very targets 
and victims. They vow more Is-
lamophobia, but make no mention 
of the ease with which the killers 
get and use assault weapons.

I’m only 15 years old, but I 
know what it’s like to have deep 
love and support, and I’ve wit-
nessed and been the object of 
deep hatred and ignorance. I feel 
angry and heartbroken by this 
massacre.

A culture of fear and bigotry is 
again taking hold of this country. 
But my generation demands our 
equality and our human rights. 
We want to lead, and to determine 
our own future. We want you not 

just to love us, but to support us 
and to listen to us.

So if you don’t understand who 
we are and what we need, ask us.

To start, you can fight back 
against laws aimed at hurting us 
or erasing us, like those bigoted 
and ridiculous bathroom bills. 
Punish politicians who block 
sensible gun control. Stop sup-
porting lawmakers who want to 
exploit and exclude immigrants. 
Stop the people who are expel-
ling and suspending and arresting 
and incarcerating us.

They’re killing us. Help us 
stop them.

We’re stronger than you think. 
We’re Generation Z, and we come 
of age in 2018. Our future is ma-
jority black and brown, and more 
openly queer than any before us.

We know that many of you are 
allies. We need you, and you need 
us. Together we can stop the roll-
ercoaster of fear and terror and 
start the climb to the mountaintop 
of love and liberation.

Grace Dolan-Sandrino is a 
transgender teen activist. Distrib-
uted by Otherwords.org.
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Guest Speaker: Bishop Garry Tyson,  
Pastor of Goodwill Baptist Church, Seattle, WA

PAstor APPreciAtion

Fellowship MBC Celebrates  
Pastor Johnny Pack IV and Sis Angela Pack 

with their 29th Appreciation
July 17th @ 3:00pm. 

4009 N. MISSOURI AVE

Warriors guard Klay Thompson (11) dribbles against Cavaliers forward LeBron James Sunday in 
Game 7 of the NBA Finals. Cleveland won the game 93-89 and claimed their first NBA championship.

James Makes Good
NBA star brings championship to Cleveland

(AP) -- LeBron James cradled 
the shiny gold trophy and strug-
gled to sum up what might be 
his sweetest championship yet, 
the one he is so proudly bringing 
home to his native northeast Ohio 
just as he promised to do when he 
returned to the Cleveland Cava-
liers two summers ago.

James and his relentless, nev-
er-count-them-out Cavs pulled off 
an improbable NBA Finals come-
back, and Cleveland is title town 
again at long last.

Unfazed by the criticism and 
chatter all series, James delivered 
on a vow to his home state and 
brought the Cavs back as they be-
came the first team to rally from a 
3-1 finals deficit, beating the de-
fending champion Golden State 
Warriors 93-89 on Sunday night to 
end a 52-year major sports cham-
pionship drought in Cleveland.

“I’m happy to be a part of histo-
ry,” James said, then added, “I’m 
home. I’m home. ... I’m at a loss 
for words. This is unbelievable.”

In a testy series of blowouts 
— and a few blowups — the win-

ner-take-all Game 7 provided the 
thrilling finale with James as the 
finals MVP disarming two-time 
reigning MVP Stephen Curry and 
his record-setting Warriors.

Playing his sixth straight fi-
nals, James almost single-hand-
edly carried the Cavs back into 
this series and finished with 27 
points, 11 assists and 11 rebounds 
as the Cavs captured their first 
championship in franchise history 
and gave their city its first major 
sports winner since the Browns 
won the NFL title in 1964. He 
also had three blocked shots and 
two steals, overcoming five turn-
overs.

“Cleveland! This is for you!” 
James bellowed in his postgame 
interview before being announced 
as finals MVP.

An emotional James fell to the 
floor when this one ended with a 
second win in six days on Golden 
State’s imposing home floor, sur-
rounded by his teammates. Only 
seconds earlier, he went down in 
pain with 10.6 seconds left after 
being fouled by Draymond Green 

while going for a dunk, then came 
back out to make the second of 
two free throws.

After four successful seasons 
in Miami and two titles with the 
Heat, James came back to the 
Cavs in hopes of winning the ti-
tle this franchise and champion-
ship-starved city so coveted. It 
took a second try against Golden 
State after Cleveland lost to the 
Warriors in six games last year.

Kyrie Irving scored 26 points to 
cap his brilliant finals, including a 
3-pointer over Curry with 53 sec-
onds left.

“It was a fairytale ending,” Ir-
ving said.

Curry sat briefly on the bench 
to take in the scene after the War-
riors made their last basket with 
4:39 left.

“It hurts, man,” Curry said. 
“I’m proud of every single guy 
that stepped foot on the floor for 
our team this year. ... Hopefully 
we’ll have many more opportuni-
ties to fight for championships and 
be on this stage. This is what it’s 
all about.”

Diversity in Golf Championship
A national organization found-

ed to increase the participation of 
African Americans and other peo-
ple of color in golf brings more 
than 200 people to Portland this 
week for its 62nd championship 
tournament, scheduled Wednes-

day through Saturday.
The Western States Golf Associa-

tion, founded in 1954, has over 1,000 
members in over 33 affiliated clubs 
in six Western states. The group also 
sponsors hundreds of junior golfers 
through the local clubs and annual 

tournaments and instruction.
Thanks to support from Port-

land’s Visitor’s Development 
Fund and Travel Portland, the 
association selected Portland as 
the host city for its annual tourna-
ments for the second straight year.
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Attorney Sarah Weddington (Sarah Jane Agnew, center) and her assistant Linda Coffee (Susan Lynskey, right) need a client to help them challenge a Texas law prohibiting 
abortion—and find one in the unpredictable Norma McCorvey (Sara Bruner, left). Now playing through the month of October at the Oregon Shakespeare Theater in Ash-
land, ‘Roe’ grapples with an array of complex points of view on the landmark 1973 decision legalizing abortion.

A Riveting Take on Abortion Divide
Ashland play ‘Roe’ accords dignity to complex points of view
oPinionAted   
  Judge

by Judge 
darleen 
ortega

by darleen ortega

In 1971, a young woman named Sarah 
Weddington argued Roe v. Wade before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. (Then age 26, 
she is still the youngest person to do such 
a thing.) By the time she argued the case, 
Norma McCorvey (known for case purpos-
es as Jane Roe) had missed the window of 
time to obtain the abortion she had sought 
-- predictable from the outset, though per-
haps not to McCorvey -- and the two wom-
en could hardly have approached the case 
from social locations that were more dif-

ferent. From the very beginning, the case 
meant different things to the two women, 
an example of the many divides of culture 
and privilege that have fueled and followed 
the landmark decision.

More than 40 years later, the 1973 deci-
sion that the two women and their collab-
orators obtained persists in dividing Amer-
icans more than almost any other issue. 
Yet we arguably have evolved not at all in 
our understanding of the social forces that 
drive the rifts between those who support 
and those who oppose abortion rights.  

The Oregon Shakespeare Festival, as 
part of its American Revolutions cycle of 
plays exploring significant moments in 
American history, saw the opportunity to 
open up understanding by focusing on the 
remarkable stories of individuals engaged 
on all sides of this struggle -- beginning 
with McCorvey and Weddington, but not 
ending there. OSF commissioned play-

wright Lisa Loomer for the task, and she 
has found a way to grapple with a daz-
zling array of complex points of view on 
all sides of these issues and to accord them 
all dignity. The resulting production, beau-
tifully directed by Bill Rauch and featuring 
a wise and stunning cast, plays in Ashland 
through the end of October.

The production is well-oriented to its 
times and places, beginning with Wed-
dington’s circle of second-wave feminist 
friends exploring “Our Bodies, Ourselves” 
and beginning to think strategically about 
how to advance issues of concern to wom-
en, concerns that men would never pursue. 
The play devotes some time to the social 
context in which Roe v. Wade arose, and 
the women leaders who drove it, many of 
whom, like Weddington, were just finding 
their voices in legal and political arenas 
that were hostile to women.  The few wom-
en who had a shot at framing such efforts 

tended to be white and relatively privi-
leged -- but they experienced such virulent 
marginalization that they did not consider 
themselves privileged, and often did not 
have much awareness of how burdens on 
reproductive rights might be experienced 
by women of color or other women who 
experienced more economic and educa-
tional disadvantages.  

Of course, the case was decided by an 
all-white-male Supreme Court unaccus-
tomed to addressing the dilemmas faced 
by women across the spectrum of relative 
privilege.  Though not, strictly speaking, a 
courtroom drama, the play cannily stages a 
bit of Weddington’s Supreme Court experi-
ence with recordings of the actual justices’ 
questions, giving a flavor of how the deci-
sion came to be framed in a way that was 
subtly focused on the concerns of doctors 
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Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

State Farm R

Last Comic Standing season 8 winner Rod Man is coming to Port-
land’s Helium Comedy Club.

Rod Man at the Helium
Last Comic Standing season 8 

winner Rod Man will deliver four 
shows during his tour in Portland, 
Friday, June 24 and Saturday, June 
25 at the Helium Comedy Club, 
1510 S.E. Ninth Ave.

A true gem in the world of 
stand-up comedy, Rod Man’s 
unique delivery and voice easily 
captures the attention of his au-
diences. He has a laid back style, 
southern charm, wit and ability to 
find the funny in everyday life.

Tickets are $25. For more in-
formation, visit portland.helium-
comedy.com.

Club Barbeque for Scholarships
The African American Men’s 

Club, a local community group 
dedicated to helping the commu-
nity, hosts a barbecue to raise do-
nations for scholarships.

The dinner sale will take place 
Saturday, June 25 from 12 p.m. to 
6 p.m. at 606 N.E. Ainsworth, one 
block east of Martin Luther King 

Jr. Boulevard.
A choice of rib or chicken din-

ners will be available for $12 and 
includes two sides of either potato 
salad, cole slaw or green beans, 
and peach cobbler and a soda.

For information, call Larry 
at503-267-2891, Kenny at 503-
515-8308 or Mel at 971-235-2441.
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Chicken • Pork Ribs • Beef Ribs

Catering 
& Take-Out

Our Specialty: Real Hickory Smoked Bar-B-Q
Wayne Cannon (Proprietor)

Mon-Thur 11:30am-9:00pm • Fri-Sat 11:30am-11:00pm • Sun 1:00pm-7:00pm
5410 N.E. 33rd 503-288-3836

Evening with Mint Condition
Mint Condition, the R&B group known for captivating 
live performances and their hits “Breakin’ My Heart 
(Pretty Brown Eyes)” and “What Kind of Man Would I 
Be,” will play at the Tao Center, 631 N.E. Grand Ave. 
on Friday, June 24 at 7:30 p.m., with special guest 
Tamara Stephens. Tickets can be purchased at 
ticketomato.com, by phone at 1-800-820-0884 or at 
TB’s Barbershop, 1330 N.E. Alberta.

Not Just Any Used Book Sale
Bigger, better, and more ex-

citing than just any old used-
book sale, the Fort Vancovuer 
Regional Library presents 
BookFest ’16.

Over 20,000 books in all 
types of subjects will be avail-
able for purchase on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, June 23–
25 in the basement of the old 
Library Hall at 1007 E. Mill 
Plain Blvd. Hours will be from 
9 a.m. until 6 p.m. all three 

days. 
Prices will range from $1 

for hardbacks and trade books 
and .50 cents for paperbacks. 
You’re invited to come find ter-
rific titles for yourself, the kids 
in your life, and your favorite 
reading buddy. There will be 
plenty of free parking available 
onsite. 

Proceeds will be used to sup-
port the library district’s Sum-
mer Reading Program. 
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Soulful Line Dance Work-
out -- Join Sistahs4Life for a 
Soulful Line Dance Workout each 
Wednesdays at Holladay Park this sum-
mer through Aug. 31 from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
For more information, visit sistahs4life.com or call 
971-319-3745 

Blast Off to Space Exploration -- The Oregon Mu-
seum of Science and Industry (OMSI) take guests 
through an out-of-this-world experience with Jour-
ney to Space: The Exhibition, featuring hands-on 
experiences that will give visitors an up-close look 
at what it takes to live, work, and survive in the ex-
traordinary environment of space. The Exhibition 
runs through Jan. 8. To learn more visit omsi.edu.

Summer Story Time -- Children of all ages and 
their parents are invited to drop in for a free sum-
mer story time at Concordia University in northeast 
Portland. The events are scheduled each Saturday 
during the months of June, July and August from 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Concordia’s George R. 
White Library and Learning Center.

Norman Sylvester 
-- Boogie Cat Nor-
man Sylvester and 
his band play Friday, 
June 24 at the Blue 
Diamond; Saturday, 
June 25 at 6 p.m. 
for the Lake Oswe-
go Festival of the 
Arts; Friday, July 1 
at 1:45 p.m. at the 
Waterfront Blues 
Festival, and at 6:30 p.m. at Buddies Sports Bar in 
Aloha; and Saturday, July 2 at Confluence Winery 

in Ridgefield. 

Music Millennium Free 
Shows -- The Music Millennium, 

3158 E. Burnside, hosts a series of in-
house live performances. Enjoy free music and the 
opportunity to meet artists. Call 503-231-8926 for 
a schedule.

Mock’s Crest 
Theater -- 
Mock’s Crest 
Product ions 
presents Gil-
bert & Sulli-
van’s ghost 
operetta “Rud-
digore,” with 
shows run-
ning through 
June 26 in the 
Mago Hunt 
Center Theater at the University of Portland. For 
tickets, call 503-943-7287 or email magohuntbox-
officeup.edu.

Fourth Sunday Jam Night -- A friends and fam-
ily variety comedy show in a Saturday Night Live 
format with local recording and performing artists, 
bands, dance crews, poets, and drama groups, takes 
place each fourth Sunday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
Celebration Tabernacle, 8131 N. Denver Ave. The 
free event is open to the community.

Reggae Festival -- The Northwest World Reggae 
Festival, Oregon’s only family-friendly reggae fes-
tival featuring music, world crafts and organic food 
in the foothills of the Cascades, takes place July 
22-24 near Scio. For a complete lineup, tickets and 
more information, visit nwwrf.com

Clothing Closet -- Each first Saturday of the month, 
a complimentary breakfast and clothing drive takes 
place at First AME Zion Church, 4304 N. Vancou-
ver Ave. The goal is to clothe and feed Portland one 
person at a time. For more information, call Nydia 
Campbell-Pullom at 503-317-1089.

Cuisines of Asia -- Indulge your taste buds at Lan 
Su Chinese Garden this June with Cuisines of Asia, 
a celebration of Asia’s vast culinary experience. For 
more information on the participating restaurants, 
chefs and experts, visit lansugarden.org.

B U S I N E S S G u i d e

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Double J 
Tires

New & Used Tires

Overstock & Used Tires
$20 & up   Priced To Sell

All tires mounted & balanced 
on the car, out the door – no 

additives.
Free stock wheels w/ purchase of 

any new or used tire
limited to stock on hand 30 years 

in business

2 locations to Serve You
6841 NE MLK, Portland   

503-283-9437
4510 SE 52nd & Holgate  

503-771-1834

&Arts
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PLATINUM
FADE

SALON
Sherman Jackson

cell 503-891-5905

M-F 9:00am-9:00pm
Sat 8:00am-9:00pm

Sun 11:00am-6:00pm

5010 NE 9th, Unit A
Portland, Oregon 97211

503-284-2989
Upholster y  Cleaning •  S ofa/Loveseat  •  Pet  Stains  •  F lood Restorat ions

5 0 3 - 7 0 5 - 2 5 8 7

We Also Do Janitorial Services
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Carpet Cleaning
Spot/Stain Removal • 24 Hour Flood Service

Upholstery Cleaning • Area Rug Cleaning  •  Dry Time 2-4 Hours 
Free Estimates • Available Weekends

2 Rooms + Hall

$5995

Complete House

$10995
With Free Deoderizer

Charlisa Harris
Owner/Stylist

Master Extensionist

Where Beauty is an Experience!

1590 NE 172nd Ave
Portland, Oregon 97230

Salon: (503) 957-5369
www.chadowboxx.com

chadowboxx@yahoo.com

SOLD SISTERS

360.798.4808
360.953.0440

SHANNONBURRIS@CBSEAL.COM
3425 SE 192nd Ave #114

Vancouver, WA 98683
www.coldwellbankerseal.com/ 

shannonburris

SHANNON BURRIS DESIREE ZOELLICK
Realtor - Broker Realtor - Broker 

Page 12   June 22, 2016Diversity in the Workplace



&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

9am-7pm
10am-4pm

Showdogs is a full service salon. We do 
baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing, 
nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, mud 
baths, and ear cleaning. We also have health 
care and grooming products to keep your 
pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard

Portland, OR 97217
503-283-1177

Tuesday-Saturday
Monday

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.

Les Femmes’  
65th Annual Debutante’ Ball

Pearls and Tiaras
Sunday, June 26, 2016

Red Lion – Jantzen Beach 
909 N Hayden Island Dr., Portland, Or 

Cost: $60.00 - Formal Attire Only Event

For More Information – Please Contact: Les Femmes 
503.830.5732  

Les Femmes is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization. our 
contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Comic Book Celebrates Prince
After his untimely death last 

month, Prince left behind more 
than a legacy of memorable 
songs, but bequeathed an indeli-
ble imprint on popular culture as 
well. Storm Entertainment cap-
tures this spirit in a new tribute 
comic book biography, “Tribute: 
Prince.”

The 24-page comic book 
chronicles Prince Rogers Nel-
son’s meteoric rise as a legend-
ary music innovator and his 
dominance in the pop/funk mu-
sic scene.

“I first became aware of 
Prince’s music when I was in high 
school thanks to ‘1999,’ ‘Little 
Red Corvette,’ and others,” said 
Michael Frizell the book’s au-
thor. I” remember listening to his 
stuff almost religiously when the 
soundtrack to ‘Purple Rain’ hit. 
His sound and lyrics defined the 
era for me in ways that Michael 
Jackson didn’t and, quite frankly, 
couldn’t.”

“Tribute Prince” is available 
in print for $3.99 at Comic Flea 
Market (comicfleamarket.com), 
and is also available in a digital 
format.
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Administrative Assistant, 
Portland Expo Center, 
$16.03 - $21.65 hourly. Dead-
line: 06/28/2016
These opportunities are open 
to First Opportunity Target Area 
(FOTA) residents: This area in-
cludes the following zip codes 
located primarily in N, NE and 
a small portion of SE Portland: 
97024, 97030, 97203, 97211, 
97212, 97213, 97216, 97217, 
97218, 97220, 97227, 97230, 
97233, 97236, and 97266, 
whose total annual income was 
less than $47,000 for a house-
hold of up to two individuals or 
less than $65,000 for a house-
hold of three or more.
To apply: visit our web site at: 
www.oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
the complete job announcement 
and a link to our online hiring 
center or visit our lobby kiosk at 
Metro, 600 NE Grand Ave, Port-
land. 

Metro is an Affirmative Action /  
Equal Opportunity Employer

“I Have a Dream” – Oregon
Vice President for Programs

The VP for Programs will 
be responsible for leading 
school/district leaders, 
major educational and 
nonprofit partners, parents 
and community residents to 
transform a low-performing 
school into a place where at 
least 80% of its students go on 
to complete a college certificate 
or degree and that creates more 
residential and neighborhood 
stability. The ideal candidate is 
deeply committed to equity and 
inclusion, will possess strong 
collaboration, supervisory, 
project management, and 
communication skills. This is a 
FT position with benefits. 
See full job description 
and requirements at www.
dreamoregon.org. Send cover 
letter and resume to sharonm@
dreamoregon.org or “I Have a 
Dream”, VPP Position, 2916 NE 
Alberta St, Ste D, Portland, OR 
97211 
Please no calls. 
“I Have a Dream” Foundation – Oregon 
is an EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
OHSU CHH South

3450 SW River Parkway Portland Oregon 97239
Bid Package #8 – Block 28/Block 29 Interiors

Pre-Bid Meeting and Walk:  June 29, 2016 @ 10:00am
MWESB Outreach Meeting:  June 29, 2016 @ 11:15am
Bids Due:  July 14, 2016 @ 2:00pm
Bid Documents:  www.hoffmancorp.com/subcontractors

805 SW Broadway, Suite 2100, Portland, OR 97205
Phone (503) 221-8811  •  Bid Fax (503) 221-8888

Hoffman is an equal opportunity employer and requests sub-bids from 
all interested firms including disadvantaged, minority, women, disabled 
veterans and emerging small business enterprises

OR CCB#28417 / LIC HOFFMCC164NC

Title:  Housing Portfolio Finance Coordinator (HPFC)
Open:  Monday, June 13, 2016
Deadline:  Monday, June 27, 2016, 4:30pm or 75 apps
Salary:  $33.87 - $44.87 Hourly
Position:  The HPFC acts as both project manager and underwriter 
for the Bureau’s affordable multi-family rental housing projects. 
The HPFC’s duties include review and analysis of complex financial 
projections and negotiating and structuring city-controlled project 
funding from sources including tax increment financing (TIF), and 
federal HOME and Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)  
Please visit our website at www.portlandoregon.gov/jobs for the 
complete position description, required minimum qualifications 
and application process.  The City is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

The Portland Observer 
need’s a driver for delivery of paper…Wednesday’s 

only. Must have car and Insurance. 
If interested email: ads@portlandobserver.com 

or call 503 288-0033

Wells Fargo Presents the

2016 Good in the Hood

Music and Food Festival

Saturday June 25th, at 11 AM, starting at King School

June 24, 25, 26

Web—www.goodnthehood.org; GITH hotline 971.302.6380

Volunteers needed—volunteers@goodnthehood.org

Want to be a sponsor—shawnpenney@goodnthehood.org

Festival Participation—feedback@goodnthehood.org

A new story in a children’s book 
series created by Shaquille 
O’Neal and illustrated by 
Theodore Taylor III encourages 
kids to find their own true talents. 
Like most kids, Little Shaq 
doesn’t love trying new things, 
especially if he might not be 
very good at them. So when his 
class is assigned projects for 
the school’s upcoming art show, 
he’s not sure that his skills will 
transfer from the basketball court 
to the art studio. Rosa Lindy 
and Barry have their projects all 
figured out. Can Little Shaq find 
the confidence to embrace his 
own style and create a piece for 
the show? Continuing this series 
that celebrates community, 
family, and education, “Little 
Shaq Takes a Chance” will inspire 
readers to be brave, have fun, 
and love reading! 

Shaq Inspires Kids in Book
&Arts

ENTERTAINMENT
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

It Does Good ThingsTM

This page is sponsored by Oregon Lottery R

Calendar June 2016

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 29 30

Oscar the Grouch’s 
Birthday (Sesame 
Street)

Stand for Children 
Day

Helen Oxenbury 
born, 1938

Anita Lobel born, 
1934

Donut Day
First US Space Walk 
By Ed White in 
1965

Aesop’s Birthday
First Ford Made, 
1896

First Hot Air Bal-
loon Flight

First Apple II com-
puters sold, 1977

National Ginger-
bread Day

World Environ-
ment Day

Cynthia Rylant born, 
1954

Nikki Giovanni born, 
1943

The Amazing Mum-
ford’s Birthday 
(Sesame Street)

Frank Lloyd Wright 
Born in 1867

Donald Duck born, 
1934

Donald Duck born, 
1934

ET Movie Premiered 
In 1982

Robert Munsch born, 
1945

Race Unity Day
Anne Frank born, 
1929

Magic Day

Mary Kate and 
Ashley Olsen born, 
1986

Caldecott Medal 
First Awarded, 
1938

National Flag 
Day (US)

Fly a Kite Day (Ben 
Franklin’s 1752 
Experiment)

Power of a Smile 
Day

National Fudge Day World Juggler’s Day
Eat Your Vegeta-
bles Day

Chris Van Allsburg 
born, 1949

International Picnic 
Day

Father’s Day
Garfield Debuted in 
1978

Juneteenth

First Day of 
Summer

American Eagle Day

US Department of 
Justice Established 
in 1870

Theodore Taylor 
born, 1922

Typewriter Patented 
In 1868

Kathryn Lasky born, 
1944

UFO Day (First 
documented UFO 
sighting)

LEON Day (NOEL 
spelled backwards-
-it means six 
months until 
Christmas)

Bicycle Patented In 
1819

Toothbrush Invented 
In 1498

Captain Kangaroo 
(Bob Keeshan) born 
1927

Helen Keller Born in 
1880

First iPhone 
released, 2007

Camera Day

Meteor Day
National 
Organization of 
Women Founded In 
1966
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Continued froM Page 9

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

and their medical judgments rath-
er than the concerns and rights of 
women.

The play devotes equal time to 
McCorvey’s interesting and circu-
itous story. A lesbian who sought 
an abortion when she was poor and 
lacking either a partner or family 
support, McCorvey was a survi-
vor of trauma in her childhood 
and early adulthood. Though not 
well-educated, McCorvey displays 
a certain canny scrappiness that, at 
times, seems quite admirable; at 
other times, she seems a good ex-
ample of the long-term effects of 

A Riveting Take on Abortion Divide
trauma and marginalization.  

Both women are realized on 
stage with compassion and depth. 
Sara Bruner captures the ways 
in which McCorvey masks her 
suffering with bravado and can 
sometimes be blind toward her 
own and others’ manipulations. 
The world has taught her one must 
grab for things, making her an 
easy target for people on all sides 
of the controversy surrounding 
abortion. Having met Weddington 
and heard her speak, I think Sarah 
Jane Agnew likewise has perfectly 
captured a mixture of strong will 
and reserve and a certain primness 
that characterizes Weddington and 
that makes sense given her social 
location. Where Weddington is 
poised and controlled, McCorvey 
is opportunistic and, though she 
can be rough around the edges, 
sometimes catches things that oth-
ers miss. It is a mark of the skill 
of the writing and directing and 
acting on display that both wom-
en are portrayed with sympathy, 
even while we get a sense of their 
flaws and the limits of their per-
spectives.

The same is true for the rest of 
the cast, all of whom take on mul-
tiple roles. Particularly notable are 
Catherine Castellanos as McCor-
vey’s steadfast longtime partner, 
a Latina who loves and adapts to 
McCorvey’s many efforts to re-
invent herself, and Jeffrey King, 

who invests a pastor prominent 
in Operation Rescue with believ-
able conviction and dignity.  Un-
like so many conversations about 
abortion, this play proceeds with 
good awareness of the experienc-
es of women of color, investing 
their particular concerns with sig-
nificance,  mindful of how rarely 
those concerns are reflected in 
conversations on either side of the 
issues.

The result is a masterwork of 
theater which keeps you riveted as 
it skillfully shifts, shifts, and shifts 
perspectives again and again 
throughout its two-and-a-half hour 
running time.  For those of us who 
lived through these events, the 
play puts the pieces of memory to-
gether with illuminating angles on 
these stories, deepening your un-
derstanding of things you thought 
you already understood. And for 
younger audience members, this 
play offers context for understand-
ing the historical and present-day 
stakes, awakening appropriate ur-
gency and compassion.

 Darleen Ortega is a judge on 
the Oregon Court of Appeals and 
the first woman of color to serve in 
that capacity. She also serves on 
the Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
board. Her movie review column 
Opinionated Judge appears reg-
ularly in The Portland Observer. 
You can find her movie blog at 
opinionatedjudge.blogspot.com.
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