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photo by Christa McIntyre/The Portland Observer
Students at Madison High form the Muslim Student Alliance, working together to break stereotypes about Islam, picking up leadership and education skills, while
volunteering in the community. Pictured from left (top row) are Ahlam Osman, Fowzia Ibrahim, Balkissa Noor and Amira Jeylani; and (front row) Yasmin Elmi, Samaax Noor
and Zahra Abukar.

Empowered
Christa McIntyre
The Portland Observer
A group of students at Madison High, the most ethnically and culturally diverse school in Oregon, is leading
the way to facilitate positive perceptions about families in
Portland who have emigrated from Muslim-majority countries around the world. The young adults formed one of the
first of its kind, the Muslim Student Alliance to educate and
break stereotypes about the culture and religion of Islam.
As sophomore Samaax Noor, a member of the alliance
explained, “At Madison no one tolerates racism. You can
by

Madison grows Muslim
Student Alliance

walk down the hall, go into a classroom and explore a whole
new culture. Then go down the hall, into another classroom
and see something completely different, but you’re still
welcome. That’s the beauty of it all.”
It was during the holy month of Ramadan last year, as
many of these students observed their faith in silence, that
the roots for change were generated. From dawn until dusk
Muslim students at the northeast Portland school fasted in
the tradition of the religious observance, continuing with
the same dedication to their classes as in other months.
During P.E., for example, Muslim students would

stretch, run laps, and push their bodies to the edge while
practicing their faith by foregoing water and food. Many of
their fellow students and teachers weren’t even aware of the
cultural and religious practices.
This year during Ramadan, Muslim students at Madison
met in a classroom set aside during the lunch period as a
designated space where fasting students could support one
another. The math classroom of Miss Brown, who has supported the alliance from its beginning, became a symbol of

Continued on Page 5
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Repeal and Replace Dead

Republicans were reeling Tuesday after the Senate’s three Republican women declared their opposition and killed the GOP’s effort to repeal and
replace the Affordable Care Act, a failure to make
good on a GOP promise that has defined the party
for nearly a decade and has been one of Trump’s
top priorities.

You are invited to join

Antioch Missionary Babtist Church
and

Greater Mt Gillard Missionary Baptist Church
For Vacation Bible School 2017
5935 North Minnesota Avenue
(corner of Minnesota and Ainsworth)
July 17 - July 21; 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Ages 3-Adult
(age appropriate lessons for everyone)
Activities, Refreshments, Crafts,
Fun & Fellowship
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A Multnomah County judge on Monday upheld a May
jury verdict against Portland Public Schools awarding
two black maintenance workers $500,000 each for enduring a racially hostile work environment.

A recent welcoming ceremony to a SummerWorks internship program for local youth supported by a
wide coalition of local governmental agencies and private businesses included representatives of the city
of Portland and Mayor Wheeler, but the mayor himself did not attend. The mayor’s comments in support
of the program were made earlier. We regret the error in our coverage of the summer jobs program in last
week’s issue. In addition, we are sorry for omitting a photo credit that should have been given courtesy
of Motoya Nakamura of Multnomah County.
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Schools Discrimination Case Upheld

Since 2012, gonorrhea cases have tripled across the
state, as drug resistant strains of the disease are increasing. If left untreated, gonorrhea can have perTrump Approval at All Time Low
manent and long term health problems for both men
Polls by ABC News and the Washington Post on and women. Officials in some counties are launching
Monday reported Trump’s approval ratings at an all online awareness and door to door campaigns to help
time low of 36 percent the lowest in 70 years for get people treated.
a new president. A Monmouth University survey
showed that 41 percent of Americans think Trump Protest Shooter Sentenced
should be impeached and made to leave office, sig- An 18-year-old who helped his
nificantly more than the 24 percent of Americans 14-year-old friend get away after
who said in July 1973 that Richard Nixon should shooting a Trump protester on the
Morrison Bridge in November
exit the White House.
will be sentenced to 7.5 years in
Portland Superintendent Search Narrows
prison. Shamar Xavier Hunter
The newly comprised Portland Public School Board pleaded guilty Thursday to unhas interviewed seven candidates to lead the district lawful use of a weapon -- under
as its next superintendent and chosen four finalists, the theory that he aided and abetted the 14-year-old
all which have experience as educators, school of- -- for the Nov. 12 shooting that left Trump protester
ficials reported Monday. It’s the second attempt to Luis Paredes with a bullet wound to the leg.
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Unthank Hall is unveiled as the new name for a University of Oregon dormitory during a ceremony
with (from left) UO President Michael Schill, Libby Unthank Tower (DeNorval Unthank’s daughter),
architect and UO professor Otto Poticha and Eugene City Councilman Greg Evans. (Photo from UO
website)
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Making Amends

Racist past jettisoned in new name for dorm

(AP) -- New signs are up week
at Unthank Hall, the University
of Oregon dormitory renamed because of the Ku Klux Klan past
of its former nameesake. Friends
and family of DeNorval Unthank
Jr. of Portland, the first black man
to graduate from the UO’s architecture school, in 1951, gathered
last week to celebrate the name
change.

DeNorval Unthank Jr. died in
2000, but the name change ensures his legacy, younger brother
Thomas Unthank said.
“I think it is very important for
the school to recognize alumni,
especially its minority alumni,” he
said.
In fall 2015, the Black Student
Task Force at the UO asked the
university to rename buildings

that were named for people whose
histories were linked to racism.
Their request focused attention on
Deady Hall, the oldest building on
campus, and Dunn Hall, named
after a classics teacher at the UO
in the early 1900s who was also an
“exalted Cyclops” in the KKK.
UO leaders decided to keep the

Continued on Page 4

Injured in Leap to Escape Fire
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A longtime Portland resident
and business owner was injured after jumping out of a second story
window to escape an apartment fire
in northeast Portland Thursday.
Herman Grimes, a member of
the Oregon Association of Minority Entrepreneurs (OAME) and the
owner of Grimes and Associates, a
management consulting firm, suffered leg fractures and other bodily harm when he jumped to escape
the burning building, located at
Northeast 57th and Glisan.
The blaze also heavily damaged a restaurant, Big’s Chicken,
as well as several other apart-

Herman Grimes
ments, Grimes lost his computer,
cellphone and all of his personal
belongings in the fire. A statement released by OAME says that

Grimes is currently staying with
relatives while he figures out his
housing situation.
Three individuals, including
Grimes, were treated for non
life-threatening injuries at Providence Portland Medical Center.
The American Red Cross is providing assistance to the 14 adults
who were displaced by the fire.
OAME is raising money to support Grimes’ as he adjusts to life
following the fire. Donations to
help Grimes recover housing and
personal property can be made to
OAME with the memo, “Grimes
Fund.”
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A Step Back on 48-Hour Rule
DA says agreement
violates Oregon Law

Zachary Senn
The Portland Observer
The Portland Police Bureau’s controversial 48hour rule, which was eliminated in negotiations with
the city’s police union last year, is now back stronger
than ever.
The rule was a lightning rod for advocates fighting for reforms to bring more accountability to officer-involved shootings because it gave officers a
two-day buffer period during which they could not
be interviewed by the police bureau’s Internal Affairs Department.
Police shootings spur two separate investigations;
the first of which is a criminal investigation to examine if there was any illegal wrongdoing on the officer’s behalf, and the second of which is an administrative investigation which determines if the officer
acted in violation of bureau policies.
While the officer’s right to remain silent is observed in the criminal investigation, the police bureau can compel statements from them during the
administrative investigation.
The District Attorney’s office, along with the Oregon Department of Justice, has now determined
that police agencies cannot compel officers to make
statements for administrative investigations while
by

Advertise with diversity
in The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033

Showdogs is a full service salon. We

do baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing, nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments,
mud baths, and ear cleaning. We also have
health care and grooming products to keep
your pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs

Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard
Portland, OR 97217

503-283-1177
Tuesday-Saturday 9am-7pm
Monday 10am-4pm
Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg
and your kitty will be pretty.

criminal investigations are ongoing.
Rod Underhill, the Multnomah County D.A.,
says that compelling an accused officer to make a
statement could effectively immunize them from
criminal prosecution. He cited a 1984 Oregon
Supreme Court decision that effectively determined that public employees gain transactional
immunity by participating in administrative investigations that occur concurrently with criminal investigations.
Under new city rules, which memos show
have been observed since May, Portland Police
officers are not compelled to give statements
during an administrative interview until after the
case has gone through the grand jury process.
This could give officers several weeks before
they are compelled to participate in an interview
about their conduct both leading up and during a
shooting.
Constantin Severe, who serves as the chair of
the Independent Police Review Board, says that
this new policy effectively turns the defunct 48hour rule into a 40-day rule. He argues that the
changes will adversely affect the police bureau’s
relationship with the community.
Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler says that the
city is evaluating its options following the policy
change, and that he remains opposed to the 48hour rule and the even longer potential waiting
period.

Making Amends
Continued from Page 3
name on Deady Hall. Matthew
Deady, supported slavery before
founding the UO in the 1800s but
later changed his views. They decided to rename Dunn Hall.
Libby
Tower,
Unthank’s
daughter, said her father would be
amused by having a building he
didn’t design carry his name. But
he would support the reasons for
the name change.
“I think it is really more the
symbolism of what was Dunn
Hall and making a correction for
the right reason,” said Tower, 63.
After his graduation with a
degree in architecture, DeNorval
Unthank Jr. stayed in Eugene.
During his long career as an architect, he designed buildings on the
campus — including McKenzie
Hall, the former law school — as

well as houses and other buildings
around the city and the Northwest.
“His fingerprints are all over
Oregon,” said Eugene City Councilor Greg Evans, who was a
friend of Unthank Jr.’s.
Other notable buildings designed by Unthank Jr. include
the Lane County Public Service
Building and Kennedy Middle
School in Eugene, and Thurston
High School in Springfield. He
also taught architecture at UO
while still working as a professional architect.
A naming committee, which
included Evans, picked four finalists earlier this year from 19
candidates who met renaming
criteria for the former Dunn Hall.
UO President Michael Schill then
selected DeNorval Unthank Jr. in
May; the UO Board of Trustees
made it official in June.
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Empowered
Continued from Front
how people can practice different
customs under one roof.
Teachers and administrators at
Madison also stepped up their efforts to be receptive and supportive
of learning about Muslim culture,
faith and practices. The alliance set
up a prayer room with the support
of the school and staff, where Muslim students observe their religious
call to prayer even during school
hours.
With the space to fast and the
prayer room, the students in the alliance say they feel empowered for
one of the first times in their school
career.
The support lifted a heavy
stress for the students, sophomore
Fowzia Ibrahim told the Portland
Observer, “By us having a prayer
room and having this opportunity,
we’re also bringing in a part of ourselves that we left at home and for
the most part, our lives. Half our
life was here and half our life was
there, now we’ve put it together.”
After the attacks on the Twin
Towers in New York City on Sept.
11, 2001 and the current push by
President Trump for a travel ban
against countries whose religion
is primarily Islam, Muslims in
the United States have faced obstacles in acceptance and understanding of their culture, history
and traditions.
Somali youth make up the third
largest immigrant group in Portland Public Schools. Many Somali
families fled their war torn African
country through sponsorship by
local Christian churches to settle
here. Islam is practiced by most
Somalis.
As the work of the Muslim
Student Alliance grew, so did the
members. The 20 students, both
young women and men, are for

the most part Somali. Many of
them are Muslim, but the diverse
alliance welcomes any person
who has an interest.
Yasmin Elmi, one of the founders of the alliance told the Portland Observer, “We have grown
as Muslims and as human beings
together. Last year we weren’t as
close. People were not proud to be
who they are. As we created this
club, we’ve become more proud
of what we are and what we believe in no matter what the world
is saying about our religion.”
The Muslim Student Alliance works with affinity student
groups who promote understanding of black, Latino, African and
LGBTQ communities, sharing
ideas and resources. By making
spaces for one another, they’ve
made Madison a more open place
for people from all walks of life.
They’re also gaining leadership
skills which will follow them into
adulthood.
In January, one week after Inauguration Day, President Trump
signed a Muslim travel ban which
went into effect shortly after the
ink of his signature dried. Much of
the immigrant community at Madison was shaken with fear. The
Muslim Student Alliance went to
work and organized a “teach-in”
at the school library. They brought
in a volunteer organization to give
a presentation called “Know Your
Rights.” The students learned
skills on handling different situations, how to stay calm and collected while moving from fear to
resilience.
With the help of a Madison
art teacher, the Muslim Student
Association designed safety pin
buttons which read: “We stand
against hate, bigotry and racism.”
Later that month, as students
filled the halls and rushed to their

classes, teachers met them at their
classroom doors wearing the eye
catching buttons. Not only did
students feel a sense of safety,
welcome and support from their
teachers, they were inspired to
share the peaceful message even
further. The alliance followed up
by making hundreds of the pins
for any student who wanted one.
The group has hosted a race
talk, inspired by a similar event
at cross town rival Grant High
School, to discuss how issues of
race and racism impact them as
students and young adults in day
to day life. The talk was well attended by both Madison teachers
and students, who shared their
cultural experiences. A lesson plan
was created by the alliance which
was shared for teaching in every
Madison classroom.
Freshman Ahlam Osman spoke
for the alliance by saying, “Part of
our mission is to break the stereotypes that people have about Muslims. By setting a good example,
we’re showing we can succeed,
we are a community and we can
help other.”
The alliance also generated the
idea of hosting a multicultural fair
at Madison and made it a reality.
Over a week, students from different backgrounds shared their
culture through dance, food and
outreach. It was one of the biggest and most successful fairs that
Madison has had.
The Muslim Student Alliance
has also stepped outside of the
Madison community to establish
neighborly ties by volunteering at
the Oregon Food Bank. They have
a trip planned this summer to help
clean up Oregon beaches with the
group SOLV.
Yasmin Elmi spoke for the
group of young adults by telling
the Portland Observer, “As Muslims, we’re supposed to be helping each other, feeding the poor,
healing the sick. We’re helping
our community, while fulfilling
our practice as Muslims.”

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211
Phone: 503 284-2989

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair
extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

Terence Keller
A full Service Realtor

• List & Sell your House
• Find your New Home
• Help you Invest

• Find you the Best Loan
• Help with Pre-Sale Prep
• Hold Open House to sell your home

Portland is my Town
Call Terence Keller
503 839-6126
Liberty Group Realtors Inc.
terencekellersr@gmail.com • Oregon License 200306037
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Effective
April 1, 2017
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Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$50.00
A small distance/travel
charge may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more
$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With
Other Services): $30.00
Area/Oriental Rugs:		
$25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):
$40.00 Minimum
Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $49.00
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00
ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER
FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949

A Vital Connection Between Head Start and School
Working
together for
better results

Ronnie Herndon
I have been working in our community
with Head Start since
1975. I have never
been as excited as I
am today about the
path ahead to make
progress for our students because of a new partnership
Albina Head Start formed with
Boise-Eliot/Humboldt School this
past school year.
People have been talking about
building connections between
Head Starts and our local schools
for as long as I can remember, yet
there has been little action. Thankfully, All Hands Raised brought us
together to ensure our students
and their families’ transition more
smoothly over the summer to kindergarten this fall.
Boise-Eliot/Humboldt is a cornerstone of our North/Northeast
Portland community, and Boiby

se-Eliot/Humboldt’s three kindergarten teachers have each taught
in the school for more than 20
years. Yet, no relationships existed
between our teachers and theirs.
This despite Albina being the largest preschool provider to
Boise-Eliot/Humboldt in
the neighborhood; nearly
one-third of all Boise-Eliot/
Humboldt kindergarteners
come from our program.
All
Hands
Raised
brought us together to have
focused
conversations,

boldt teachers visited our classrooms this year for the first time,
and gained an understanding of
our curriculum, culture and philosophy. Likewise, Albina teachers visited Boise-Eliot/Humboldt
for the first time to do the same.
And, even more powerful, our
students visited the Boise-Eliot/
Humboldt kindergarten classrooms this spring helping address
the anxiety, fear, and excitement
that comes with transitioning out
of preschool.
Now, our teams are working

All Hands Raised brought
us together to have focused
conversations, rooted in data, to
test new ways of working together
that will have positive impacts on
students and their families.
rooted in data, to test new ways
of working together that will have
positive impacts on students and
their families.
As a result, Boise-Eliot/Hum-

Letter to the Editor Culture
is a
Gift

together to align our school readiness assessment with the Boise-Eliot/Humboldt measures of
kindergarten and first grade readiness and long-term measures of

academic success. We are also
creating a shared plan to engage
families so that our celebrated
family engagement culture becomes embedded in the Boise-Eliot/Humboldt classrooms that will
welcome our students in the fall.
As Boise-Eliot/Humboldt kindergarten teacher John Meskimen
noted, “being connected to the Albina teachers has given us a rich
and valuable resource-not only
to learn about a large number of
our new students and their families, but also to learn how we can
improve our classrooms and our
communication to be more welcoming and informed from day
one.”
Clearly, these practices are
common sense, yet it took 30
years for two friendly neighbors
to build a smoother transition for
our kids. We needed an objective
match-maker to build this path
forward with both Albina and
Boise-Eliot/Humboldt staff members playing an equal role. I look
forward to watching the impacts
multiply.
Ronnie Herndon is executive
director of Albina Head Start.

Sometimes culture is a wonder gift, to keep us anchored and structured,
and from going adrift. It offers up meaning and value and such, and
shows us the way, when we’re in a clutch.
Dr. William Eldridge, Northeast Portland
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Turning Back the Clock to a Time of No Rights
Health care repeal
is a direct attack

Janice “Jay” Johnson
The health care repeal
that Republicans are pushing through Congress is a
direct attack on the lives
of black people throughout the country.
Just as these right-wing
politicians are pushing us
out of the voting booth, they want
to push us out of doctor’s offices
and hospitals, further into medical
debt, and closer to the grave.
Some
think
repealing
“Obamacare” will reset the clock
to 2008. In truth, the repeal plan
being considered by the Senate
takes us back beyond 1964, before Voting Rights, Civil Rights,
and before Medicaid.
Medicaid is the program that
more than any other opened the
door to health care for African
American people in the United
States, and the lives of black people are exactly what’s at stake in
the fight over repeal.
The legislation proposed by Reby

publican leaders doesn’t just gut
the Affordable Care Act (ACA).
It also aims to destroy Medicaid,
cutting a quarter of its budget and
capping funds, ending the guarantee
that the program will
be funded according
to how much care is
needed and used.
This will result in
more than 22 million

We know these cuts won’t
be felt equally. Black adults are
twice as likely to get their coverage through Medicaid than white
adults. Although struggling people
of all races will suffer under this
health care repeal, the effects will
hit black communities hardest.
African Americans have higher rates of diabetes, stroke and
high blood pressure, and African
American men are twice as likely

health care is unfathomable. Many
black adults got health insurance
for the first time in their life under
“Obamacare” when many states
expanded Medicaid. Unfortunately, too many people were shut out
of these gains because some states
refused the Medicaid expansion.
When Louisiana finally opened
Medicaid to more people, there
were newspaper reports of patients crying with relief. These

The legislation proposed by Republican leaders
doesn’t just gut the Affordable Care Act (ACA). It
also aims to destroy Medicaid, cutting a quarter of
its budget and capping funds, ending the guarantee
that the program will be funded according to how
much care is needed and used.
people across the country losing their coverage entirely, while
many more will lose critical services they need - everything from
help with long-term care to cancer
treatment.

to die from prostate cancer. All of
these conditions are easily treatable with well managed health
care, which is what the ACA is all
about.
The cruelty of taking away

right-wing politicians want to
steal that right out of their hands.
They don’t care who lives or dies
as long as they can hand over a
giant tax break to their billionaire
and corporate donors.

Speaker of the House Paul
Ryan has tried to sell health care
repeal by calling it “freedom.”
How ridiculous!
That’s the emptiest, cruelest
version of freedom I can think of
- the freedom to go without health
care you need and can’t pay for,
the freedom to go bankrupt over
medical debt, the freedom to die.
Without insurance, families
face devastating financial consequences. More than half of all
bankruptcies are due to insurmountable medical bills. Lack of
health insurance isn’t freedom, it
is a poverty sentence that can last
for generations.
When it comes to health care,
the Affordable Care Act didn’t get
us all the way, just as Medicaid
hasn’t either. But the ACA put us
in the right direction, and it’s that
progress the right-wing politicians
want to destroy - and that makes
them so afraid.
Janice “Jay” Johnson is the
board president of People’s Action, a national organization advancing economic, racial, gender,
and climate justice.

Trump’s Worst Collusion is with Corporations
Billionaires
doing a lot better
than Putin

Peter Certo
I’ve always been
a little skeptical that
there’d be a smoking
gun about the Trump
campaign’s alleged
collusion with Russia. The latest news about Donald
Trump, Jr., however, is tantalizingly close.
The short version of the story, revealed by emails the New
York Times obtained, is that the
president’s eldest son was offered
“some official documents and information that would incriminate
Hillary” and “would be very useful to your father.”
More to the point, the younger
Trump was explicitly told this was
“part of Russia and its government’s support for Mr. Trump.”
Donald, Jr.’s reply? “I love it.”
Trump Jr. didn’t just host that
meeting at Trump Tower. He also
brought along campaign manager Paul Manafort and top Trump
confidante (and son-in-law) Jared
Kushner.
by

We still don’t have evidence
they coordinated with Russian efforts to release Clinton campaign
emails, spread “fake news,” or
hack state voting systems.
But at the very least, the top
members of Trump’s inner
circle turned up to get intelligence they knew was part of
a foreign effort to meddle in
the election.
Some in Washington are
convinced they’ve heard

of the alleged Russian meddling,
“unlike the massive effects of interference by corporate power and
private wealth.”
That’s worth dwelling on.
Many leading liberals suspect,
now with a little more evidence,
that Trump worked with Russia to
win his election. But we’ve long
known that huge corporations and
wealthy individuals threw their
weight behind the billionaire.
That gambit’s paying off far

ance companies and cutting taxes
on the wealthiest by over $346
billion.
As few as 12 percent of Americans support that bill, but the
allegiance of its supporters isn’t
to voters — it’s plainly to the
wealthy donors who’d get those
tax cuts.
Meanwhile,
majorities
of
Americans in every single congressional district support efforts
to curb local pollution, limit car-

Many leading liberals suspect, now with a little more
evidence, that Trump worked with Russia to win his
election. But we’ve long known that huge corporations
and wealthy individuals threw their weight behind the
billionaire.
enough already, with Virginia senator (and failed VP candidate) Tim
Kaine calling the meeting “treason.”
Perhaps. But it’s worth asking:
Who’s done the real harm here?
Some argue it’s not the Russians
after all.
“The effects of the crime are
undetectable,” the legendary social critic Noam Chomsky says

more handsomely for them — and
more destructively for the rest of
us — than any scheme by Putin.
The evidence is hiding in plain
sight.
The top priority in Congress
right now is to move a health
bill that would gut Medicaid and
throw at least 22 million Americans off their insurance — while
loosening regulations on insur-

bon emissions, and transition to
wind and solar. And majorities in
every single state back the Paris
climate agreement.
Yet even as scientists warn
large parts of the planet could
soon become uninhabitable, the
fossil fuel-backed Trump administration has put a climate denier in
charge of the EPA, pulled the U.S.
out of Paris, and signed legislation

to let coal companies dump toxic
ash in local waterways.
Meanwhile, as the administration escalates the unpopular
Afghan war once again, Kushner
invited billionaire military contractors — including Blackwater
founder Erik Prince — to advise
on policy there.
Elsewhere, JPMorgan CEO Jamie Dimon and other architects
of the housing crash are advising
Trump on financial deregulation,
while student debt profiteers set
policy at the Department of Education.
Chomsky complains that this
sort of collusion is often “not considered a crime but the normal
workings of democracy.” While
Trump has taken it to new heights,
it’s certainly a bipartisan problem.
If Trump’s people did work with
Russia to undermine our vote, they
should absolutely be held accountable. But the politicians leading
the charge don’t have a snowball’s
chance of redeeming our democracy unless they’re willing to take
on the corporate conspirators much
closer to home.
Peter Certo is the editorial
manager of the Institute for Policy
Studies and the editor of OtherWords.org.
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Dance Films:
Movement and Flow

The Northwest Film Center presents six Portland-made
films featuring dance and movement. The program
“Movement and Flow” is presented on Wednesday, July
26 at 7 p.m. at the Portland Art Museum, downtown.
A reception with the filmmakers takes place before the
screening. For more information, visit nwfilm.org.
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photo by Zachary Senn/The Portland Observer
Artist and retired attorney David Slader promotes a new art show that shines a light on the humanity behind the state’s prison population, standing in front of works
created by incarcerated inmates. The exhibit at the Pearl District’s Gallery 114 runs through July 28.

Human Beings, Not Numbers
Shining light on the
humanity of the incarcerated
Zachary Senn
The Portland Observer
A new art show at the Pearl District’s Gallery 114 invites attendees to confront the humanity of the Oregon
state prison system.
David Slader, the show’s lead artist and a former attorney, says that the “Human Being,” exhibition will challenge you to think about the 14,000 people who are imprisoned through the Oregon Department of Corrections.
“Once those doors clank shut, no one knows that
they’re there,” Slader told the Portland Observer. “It helps
us to see that these are human beings, they are not just
numbers.”
The idea for the show came after Sladere began researching prison-made art in Oregon. He was inspired
by

after viewing an image which was also titled, “Human
Being,” created by an incarcerated artist known as B. Pat,
who asked that his full name not be revealed.
The show includes original works by B. Pat and two
other incarcerated artists, Jerome Sloan and David Drenth.
The unique experiences of incarcerated individuals allow
them to express themselves in truly unique ways.
“There’s an emotional intensity that I will never have
in my work for the simple reason that I have never had a
life of that much pain,” said Slader. “I wouldn’t wish it on
anyone, but it is the essence of what great art is.”
Slader says that the featured artists rely on rudimentary
art supplies to accomplish their creative feats. Drenth, for
example, uses pencils from the prison commissary.
“He works with stubby little colored pencils,” Slader
said. “He has to get them short, so that someone can’t use
them as a weapon.”
The inmate, who has spent the past 35 years at the Oregon State Prison in Salem, also uses makeshift canvas for

his pieces, which feature sweeping panoramas of surrealist scenes.
“He works on a little board on his lap on his cell because there’s no art program,” Slader explained. “He creates a scroll using this thin brown paper that he gets from
the prison laundry.”
B. Pat is even more limited in his resources.
“He uses whatever supplies he can get,” said Slader.
“He makes glue out of toothpaste. He cuts things out of
magazines. He draws with ball point pens and pencils.”
Slader, who spent the early years of his law career
working with the criminal justice system, says that most
people would rather not acknowledge the scope of the
state’s prison population.
“We don’t want to think that we have 14,000 people
locked up,” Slader said.
Slader says that the Snake River Correctional Insti-

Continued on Page 14
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Iranian Culture Festival -- The community is invited to enjoy live
music and dance performances, local and authentic Iranian food and
deserts, traditional arts and crafts and more at the 18th annual Iranian
Festival on Saturday Aug. 5 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the South Park
Blocks, downtown. Attendance is free, but canned food donations will
be accepted to support the Oregon Food Bank.

Home Office, Bloomingon,
Illinois 61710
We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050
Fax 503-227-8757

Free Blues Concert at Dawson Park -- Award-winning soul, blues
and R&B vocalist Curtis Salgado will give a free concert at Dawson
Park in north Portland on Wednesday, July 19 at 6:30 p.m. With his
roots in Oregon, Salgado is back on the road after recovering from quadruple bypass surgery last March .From co-fronting the Robert Cray
Band to leading his own band, NPR calls him “a blues icon” with a
“huge voice.”

michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

Seasonal
Clean Up
Special!

Essence Hair Design
4710A NE
MLK Jr Blvd
Portland
OR, 97211

E-Waste • Car Towing
Appliances • Debris
Scrap Metal • Recycling

ABLE ARM Reycling
(503) 545-3160

Veterans Seniors Day: Monday/Tuesday

RAMN
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Free Estimates
Free cut after 4th cut
Call: Jonte’ Hendrix
Cell: 971 280-5716
Email: jtaemoore928@gmail.com
Returning All To Mother Nature

ads@portlandobserver.com
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Pompeii Exhibit at OMSI -- Preserved bodies cast by volcanic debris
in the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius and nearly 200 other artifacts on loan
from the unparalleled collection of the Naples National Archaeological
Museum in Italy are part of the new OMSI exhibit, Pompeii: The Exhibition. Now showing through Oct. 22.
Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman Sylvester plays Wednesday, July 19 at Billy Blues in Vancouver; Thursday, July 20 at 6:30
p.m. at the Camas Summer Concert Series; Friday, July 21 at the Blue
Diamond; Saturday, July 22 at 8:30 p.m. at the Estacada Summer Celebration; Thursday, July 27 at 6:30 p.m. at Kenton Park; and Friday,
July 28 at Clyde’s.

bfade67@
gmail.com

The

Summer Reading and More -Kids of all ages can sign up for the
Multnomah County Library’s 2017
Summer Reading Program at any
branch. Participants will also find
engaging storytimes, crafts, classes and camps. Signing up for the
program gives participants (or their
parents) a gameboard to engage in
literacy-building activities. As they
complete levels, participants earn
books, free passes, restaurant coupons and other prizes.

Portland Observer BUSINESS GUIDE
Call 503-288-0033 • ads@portlandobserver.com

Life of an Iconic President -- One hundred years after his birth, John
Fitzgerald Kennedy remains a subject of endless fascination for millions of Americans. The Oregon Historical Society’s current exhibition
“High Hopes: The Journey of John F. Kennedy” explores Kennedy’s
early life, his road to the presidency, and the changes he effected during
his time in office. Runs through Nov. 12.
Summer Concerts and Movies -- The city of Vancouver presents
another summer of free concerts and movies. Noon concerts are held
each Wednesday through Aug. 9 at Esther Short Park, and “Sunday
Sounds” concerts take place each Sunday night through Aug. 13 at
Columbia Tech Center Park. Friday night movies are held at various
parks through Aug. 1. For a complete schedule, visit cityofvancouver.
us/events.
History Hub -- Oregon Historical Society exhibit for young people
explores the topic of diversity with interactive objects and pictures that
tell the stories of the people of Oregon, past and present. With puzzles,
touch screen activities and board games, History Hub asks students to
consider questions like “Who is an Oregonian?,” “How has discrimination and segregation affected people who live in Oregon?,” and “How
can you make Oregon a great place for everyone?”
Discount Tickets -- Low income families and individuals can purchase
$5 tickets to classical musical performances in Portland as part of a
unique program called Music for All. Participating organizations include the Oregon Symphony, Portland Opera, Oregon Ballet Theater,
Chamber Music Northwest, Portland Youth Philharmonic, Portland
Baroque Orchestra, Friends of Chamber Music, Portland Chamber Orchestra, Portland Piano International, Portland Symphonic Choir, Cappella Romana and Portland Vocal Consort.

July 19, 2017

Page 11

Arts&
ENTERTAINMENT

Benefit Concert for IRCO

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent
4946 N. Vancouver Avenue,
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103 Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

A celebration of IRCO, the Immigrant and Refugee Community Organization serving refugees, immigrants
and the community at large, will take
place during a benefit concert, Thursday, July 27 from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
at the Mississippi Pizza Pub’s Atlantis
Lounge, 3552 N. Mississippi Ave.
Sponsored by “While Rome
Burns,” a Portland-based musician/
artist activist group, the featured
performers are Chata Addy and The
Pearls. Master of Ceremonies is Karissa Lowe.
Taylor Gibson from IRCO will be
on hand to talk about the important
work her organization is doing. Admission is $10 with 100 percent of
proceeds going to benefit IRCO.
IRCO’s mission is to promote the
integration of refugees, immigrants
and the community at large into a
self-sufficient, healthy and inclusive
multi-ethnic society.

State Farm R

Cannon’s
Rib Express
5410 NE 33rd Ave,
Portland, Or
Chata Addy

Call to Order:
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat:
11a- 9p
Cannon’s, tasty food and
friendly neighborhood
atmosphere.

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland,
OR 97204 • 503-796-9250

A full service flower experience
Cori Stewart-Owner, Operator

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.
Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com
We Offer Wire Services
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$45.00 for 3 months • $80.00 for 6 mo. • $125.00 for 1 year
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Beaverton Night Market returns Saturday, July 22 with an evening of international foods, crafts, and
live music and dance performances from 5 to 10 p.m. at The Round.

Cultural Roots
around the World

You’re invited to an evening of
international food, crafts, live music, and dance performances when
the Beaverton Night Market is held
Saturday, July 22 from 5 p.m. to 10
p.m. at the Round, 12725 S.W. Millikan Way. The free, family-friendly event is a vibrant, intercultural
celebration reminiscent of night
markets experienced internationally
and is hosted by Beaverton’s Diversity Advisory Board.
Local vendors from many regions of the world will share hand-

made crafts and goods representing
their cultural roots. Visitors can
sample delicacies from East Africa,
Lebanon, Mexico, India, Thailand
and more.
Stage performances will include
African and Japanese drummers,
Eastern European/Slavic rock, traditional Mexican and Aztec dance,
Indonesian and Tongan performance, Chinese Wushu martial arts,
Indian dance, salsa music and more.
A second Night Market will be held
on Saturday, Aug. 12.

Clark County Farmers Market

Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer BUSINESS
Call 503-288-0033 ads@portlandobserver.com

GUIDE

Access to farm-fresh food and
regional products just got more convenient in Vancouver with the opening of the Franklin Street Farmers
Market in the plaza outside the
Clark County Public Service Center, 1300 Franklin St.
The market had its summer debut last week and will be open each

Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
through Aug. 30. Products will include produce, flowers, berries,
meat, eggs and bakery items. Clark
County is working with the Vancouver and Salmon Creek farmers markets to host the market at the Public
Service Center as part of its employee wellness program.
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A taste of Shakespeare comes to Irving Park in northeast Portland this weekend as part of a series of free performances by the Oregon Practice Shakespeare Festival group.

Shakespeare at Irving Park

A theater group that brings
no-cost repertory Shakespeare in parks and other venues in Portland and across the
state comes to Irving Park in
northeast Portland and Willamette Park in southwest

Portland for multiple performances this weekend and
next weekend before moving
to Laurelhurst Park for shows
the weekend of Aug. 4-6.
The
Original
Practice
Shakespeare Festival group

will perform “Romeo & Juliet” at 7 p.m. on Friday, July
21 at Willamette Park; “The
Merry Wives of Windsor, on
Saturday, July 22 at 2 p.m. at
Irving Park; followed by “Julius Caesar” at 7 p.m. on the

same day; and then “Much
Adoe About Nothing,” on
Sunday, July 23 at 2 p.m., and
“The Tempest” at 7 p.m., both
at Irving Park.

The actors perform utilizing the original practice
techniques of Elizabethan
England with limited rehearsal, no full script, audience
interaction, and an onstage
prompter. Learn more at opsfest.org
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photo by Zachary Senn/
The Portland Observer
Jerome Sloan and some of his artwork
he has on display for “Human Being,” a
collection of art giving humanity to the
state’s prison population, now on display
at the Pearl District’s Gallery 114, 1100
N.W. Glisan St.

Human Beings, Not Numbers
Continued from Page 9
tute, which is located on the Oregon-Idaho state line in Ontario, is
indicative of the isolation experienced by prison inmates. Snake
River is the largest prison in Oregon. Sloan, one of the featured artists, is incarcerated at Snake River.

“You can’t drive to it without
a jeep in the winter,” said Slader.
“That isolation diminishes all of
us.”
Proceeds from Human Being
will go to support the featured
artists and the Oregon Justice Resource Center (OJRC), which is
dedicated to providing legal help

Obituary

In Loving Memory
Ethel Simon-McWilliams
Dr. Ethel Simon-McWilliams, an accomplished educational leader in Portland for decades and the former chief executive of the
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory,
now known as Education Northwest, died July
12, 2017. She was 78.
A celebration of life service will be held Friday, July 21 at 11 a.m. at St. Timothy Episcopal
Church, 3601 Alabama Ave. S.E. in Washington, D.C.

to incarcerated and formerly incarcerated Oregonians.
Alice Lundell, director of communication for OJRC, says that
the proceeds they receive will go
toward the organization’s general
fund.
“We provide free legal services
to currently and formerly incar-

cerated people in Oregon,” Lundell told the Portland Observer.
“We also work on broader issues
of criminal justice reform, trying
to make changes across the whole
system to create a better criminal
justice system for the state.”
Slader says that he hopes that
by exhibiting art created by incar-

cerated individuals, more everyday Oregonians will acknowledge
the humanity of those who live
within the state’s prison system.
“If we can begin to accept that
these are human beings,” Slader
said, “then we can realize they that
need to be treated and acknowledged as human beings.”
Human Being is currently
showing at Gallery 114, located at
1100 N.W. Glisan St. The exhibition is open through July 28.
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Independent Police Review
Complaint Investigator
Two Positions Opening

The Complaint Investigator positions in the City Auditor’s Independent Police Review (IPR) are responsible for independently
investigating complaints made by community members against
the Portland Police Bureau. IPR is charged with civilian oversight
of the Police Bureau and is located in the Auditor’s Office to ensure its independence. Duties range from initial complaint processing, intake interviews to establish the basis of an allegation,
designing and conducting investigations, and analyzing applicable precedents and policies. The Complaint Investigators meet
with members of the public, witnesses, police officials, and others and are expected to carry out duties and responsibilities with
initiative, independence, and creativity while exercising sound
professional judgment and problem-solving skills. A background
in law enforcement or criminal defense investigation is strongly
preferred, but not required. Investigative experience is required.
As a part of promoting an open and accountable government,
the Auditor’s Office values a diverse workforce and seeks ways to
foster a culture of equity, diversity and inclusion in the bureau’s
public services and everyday interactions in the workplace. The
Office encourages candidates with knowledge, ability and experience working with a broad range of individuals and diverse communities to apply.
The recruitment for these positions will open on July 25, 2017 and
close on August 4, 2017, or when 150 applications are received,
whichever comes first. To apply for or learn more about the job,
please visit www.portlandoregon.gov/bhr/54930 after it opens.
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Calendar
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

3
CARICOM Day
(Caribbean Day)
Dog Days Begin

10
Martin Provensen
born, 1916
Teddy Bear’s Picnic
Day

4
Independence Day
National Country
Music Day

E.B. White born,
1899
Cheer Up the Lonely
Day

18

Karla Kuskin born,
1932
Disneyland Opens In
1955.

National Caviar Day

Amelia Earhart Day
Marvin the Martian
First debuted in
cartoons in 1948.

31
First US Patent
Issued Granted to
Samuel Hopkins in
1790.

P.T. Barnum born,
1810

11

17

24

5

National Fried
Chicken Day
National Kissing Day

Stick Your Tongue
Out Day

26
Bert’s Birthday
(Sesame Street
Character)

Macaroni Day

Bugs Bunny First
debuted in cartoons
in 1940.

Canada Day
International Joke Day
National Postal
Worker Day

Build a Scarecrow Day
First Zeppelin Flight
in 1900.

8

9

14

15
Cow Appreciation
Day

21

Moon Day (First
landing on the
moon.)
International Chess
Day

27

SUNDAY
2

Liberty Bell Cracks
In 1835
Video Games Day

Bastille Day

20

SATURDAY
1

7

13
Go West Day
National French
Fries Day

19

25
Thread the Needle
Day

6

12
Paper Bag Day

FRIDAY

22

Ernie’s Birthday
(Sesame Street)
First Fingerprint
taken

16
Apollo 11 Lifts Off
on it’s voyage to the
moon in 1969.

23
Robert Quakenbush
born, 1929

Pied Piper of
Hamelin Day

28

Barn Day, Second
Sunday in July.

29
NASA Established in
1958
National Lasagna
Day

30
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