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On its first ever run along a faster new route, an Amtrak Cascades train bound for Portland derailed on a curve and plunged off an overpass onto I-5 south of Seattle 
Monday, killing three people and injuring more than 70 others. (AP photo)

Going Too Fast
Amtrak Cascades crashes on inaugural run

The Amtrak train bound for Portland 
and Seattle making its first ever run along a 
faster new route was hurtling 50 mph over 
the speed limit when it jumped the track 
and plunged off an overpass south of Se-
attle Monday, killing at least three people, 
injuring dozens more and crushing two ve-
hicles.

Bella Dinh-Zarr, a National Transporta-
tion Safety Board member, reported sever-

al hours after the crash that the data record-
er in the rear locomotive showed the train 
was going 80 mph in a 30 mph zone when 
it derailed along a curve, spilling some of 
its cars onto I-5 below.

Dinh-Zarr said it is not yet known what 
caused the train to run off the rails and too 
early to say why it was going so fast. In-
vestigators were looking into whether the 
engineer was distracted by the presence of 

an employee-in-training in the locomotive, 
a federal official said Tuesday. In previous 
wrecks, investigators looked at whether the 
engineer was distracted or disabled. 

The train, with 85 passengers and crew 
members, was making the inaugural run 
along a fast new bypass route that was cre-
ated by refurbishing freight tracks along-
side I-5. The 15-mile, $180.7 million proj-
ect was aimed at speeding up service by 

bypassing a route with a number of curves, 
single-track tunnels and freight traffic.

Positive train control - technology that 
can automatically slow or stop a speeding 
train - wasn’t in use on this stretch of track, 
according to Amtrak President Richard 
Anderson.

Regulators have pressing railroads for 

Christmas at 
the Grotto
Enjoying the 
sights and sounds 
of the season
See Metro, page 9



GOP Votes for Tax Overhaul 
Finding the votes to pass a mas-
sive tax overhaul on Tuesday, Re-
publicans entered the next phase 

of their effort, attempting to sell the plan to a public that polling sug-
gests is deeply skeptical. GOP leaders argued that the tax bill is aimed 
primarily at helping the middle class, brushing aside nonpartisan anal-
yses that show the bulk of the legislation’s benefits would go to the 
wealthy and to corporations.

Tax Bill Targets Affordable Health Care  Law
Republicans didn’t get their wish to repeal former President Barack 
Obama’s health care law, but the tax bill barreling toward President 
Trump’s signature guts its most unpopular provision, the requirement 
that virtually all Americans carry health insurance. If estimates by the 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office are right, it will lead to more 
people being uninsured and higher premiums for those buying individ-
ual health insurance policies.

Atlanta Blackout Cancels 1,500 Flights
The nation’s air-travel system struggled to get back on schedule Mon-
day after a weekend fire and blackout at Atlanta International Airport, 
the world’s busiest forced the cancellation of over 1,500 flights. The 
underground blaze knocked out electricity and crippled the airport for 
about 11 hours.

Salvation Army Kettles get Gold Bricks
One week after a $10,000 cash donation to the Sal-
vation Army at the Hollywood Fred Meyer, the char-
ity has received three one-ounce gold bricks, worth 
about $1,250 each from donations into kettles at the 
Hawthorne and 82nd and Foster Fred Meyer stores. 
As before, the Salvation Army will use the gifts to 
provide the most help to the community.
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Charlottesville Driver Charged 
The driver who 
plowed his car 
into a crowd pro-
testing a white nationalist rally in Charlottesville, Va. 
is now charged with first-degree murder, after prose-
cutors last week showed a judge surveillance video of 
the deadly assault. James Alex Fields had faced sec-
ond-degree murder after the Aug. 12 collision that left 

32-year-old Heather Heyer dead and dozens injured.

Neo-Nazi Flyers Distributed near Portland State University
A handful of neo-Nazi recruit flyers were found littering the neigh-

borhood around Portland State 
University over the weekend. The 
PSU Vanguard reported that the 
flyers apparently were intended to 
recruit college students. 

Portland Officer Guilty
A Portland police officer plead-
ed guilty to first-degree official 
misconduct and was sentenced 
Thursday to a year and a half of 
probation with required communi-
ty service for having sex on duty 
with a woman he met responding 
to a neighborhood noise distur-
bance call. Robert Berge agreed 
to resign from the Portland Police 
Bureau where he worked patrol for 
10 years and to surrender his po-
lice certification.

George Zimmerman (left), the man acquitted of Trayvon Martin’s 
murder and rapper Jay-Z.

Zimmerman Threatens Jay-Z
Sparks feud on 
social media

A feud on social media between 
rapper Snoop Dogg and George 
Zimmerman, the man acquitted 
of Trayvon Martin’s murder, was 
sparked in response to an upcom-
ing documentary series that rapper 
Jay-Z is producing about Martin.

Zimmerman said a film crew 
recently went to the homes of his 
parents and uncle for interviews 
and he later threatened Jay-Z, tell-
ing media outlets that he would 
“beat him” and “he would find 
himself coming out of the south 
side of a gator if he comes to Flor-

took to Instragram:
“If one hair on Jay’s hair is 

touched that’s when the revolution 

will be televised. … Trayvon Mar-
tin Gone but not forgotten.”

Jay-Z and the Weinstein Com-
pany are producing a documentary 
about the 2012 shooting death of 
the 17-year old Martin by Zimmer-
man in Sanford, Florida. The film 
will be based on two books, one of 
which, ‘Rest in Power: The Endur-
ing Life of Trayvon Martin,” was 
written by Martin’s parents. 

Zimmerman reportedly turned 
down an interview for the docu-
mentary in exchange for $100,000. 

Martin’s death sparked nation-
al protests and helped launch the 
Black Lives Matter movement. 
Zimmerman was acquitted of 
criminal charges in 2013.

ida and bothers my family.” 
Rapper Snoop Dogg seemingly 

jumped into the argument when he 
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Chase Arnae Peeples

Jury Rules Shooting Justified
Burglary suspect was shot during police chase

A Multnomah County Grand 
Jury has determined that a Port-
land Police Bureau officer was 
justified when he shot and wound-
ed an unarmed black bank robbery 
suspect last October.

The grand jury ruled last week 
that the use of deadly force by Of-
ficer Ryan Reagan against Chase 
Arnae Peeples, 25, was a lawful 
exercise of self-defense under Or-
egon law. The shooting happened 
during a chase after officers re-
sponded to a bank robbery at the 
U.S. Bank located at 32133 N. 
Lombard St.

Employees provided emergen-
cy dispatchers a description of the 
suspect, a black male in his 20s, 
wearing a dark baseball hat and 
dark clothing. The description was 

broadcast to responding officers. 
Reagan, a 19-year-veteran, and 

his partner officer encountered 
Peeples, later identified as a res-
ident of Tacoma, a few blocks 

away. He was shot six times from 
Reagan’s handgun when he did 
not follow commands to put his 
hands in the air and instead ad-
vanced towards the officers while 
reaching into his pocket, police 
testified.

Peeples was transported to a 
hospital with non-life threatening 
injuries. No weapons were recov-
ered at the scene. 

As part of the internal use of 
force review process, the Police 
Bureau will conduct an internal 
review of the entire incident and 
the case will go before the Police 
Review Board, which is com-
prised of community members, 
Bureau members and representa-
tives from the Independent Police 
Review Division.

A preliminary drawing shows the proposed affordable housing condominium project planned for 
North Interstate Avenue by the nonprofit Proud Ground.

Permanently Affordable
Non profit plans 
condos to create 
equity, stability
by MiChael leighton

Portland observer editor

A Portland community land 
trust created to help residents 
share in the equity from owning a 
home has plans to develop a ma-
jor affordable condominium proj-
ect giving priority to displaced 
residents.

Proud Ground indicated last 

week that it wants to develop a 
permanently affordable, mixed-
use housing condominium at 
5020 N. Interstate Ave., located 
in the heart of the city’s Inter-
state Urban Renewal and North/
Northeast Housing Strategy Plan 
area.

The backers say they are confi-
dent they will soon win approval 
for the project, but final negotia-
tions are still be worked out with 
city officials and the Portland 
Housing Bureau, including fund-
ing support, according to Proud 
Ground Executive Director Diane 

Linn.
Linn said Proud Ground is 

working with community leaders 
in the African American commu-
nity on the construction and is 
committed to a preference policy 
giving priority to families who 
would like to return to their his-
toric neighborhoods.

The Portland Housing Bureau 
recently approved a return policy 
for Portland Community Devel-
opment Initiatives, Inc., (PCRI) 
another affordable housing pro-
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Terence Keller
A full Service Realtor

• List & Sell your House
• Find your New Home
• Help you Invest

• Find you the Best Loan
• Help with Pre-Sale Prep
• Hold Open House to sell your home

Portland is my Town
Call Terence Keller

503 839-6126
Liberty Group Realtors Inc.

terencekellersr@gmail.com  •  Oregon License 200306037

Going Too Fast
Continued froM front Train passenger Emma Shafer 

found herself at a 45-degree angle, 
staring at the seats in front of her 
that had come loose and swung 
around.

“It felt oddly silent after the 
actual crashing,” she said. “Then 
there was people screaming be-
cause their leg was messed up. ... I 
don’t know if I actually heard the 
sirens, but they were there. A guy 
was like, ‘Hey, I’m Robert. We’ll 
get you out of here.’”

One of the dead was identified 
as Zack Willhoite, a customer ser-
vice employee at a local transit 
agency and a railroad buff excited 
to be on the first passenger run of 
the new route.

He was a member of All Aboard 
Washington, an organization of 
rail advocates.

In 2015, an Amtrak train trav-
eling at twice the 50 mph speed 
limit ran off the rails along a sharp 
curve in Philadelphia, killing eight 
people. Investigators concluded 
the engineer was distracted by 
reports over the radio of another 

train getting hit by a rock.
In the Washington state crash, 

speed signs were posted two miles 
before the speed zone changed, 
according to Kimberly Reason 
of Sound Transit, the Seattle-ar-
ea transit agency that owns the 
tracks.

Eric Corp, a councilman for the 
small town of DuPont near the de-
railment site, said he rode the train 
with about 30 or so dignitaries and 
others on a special trip Friday be-
fore the service opened to the pub-
lic Monday.

“Once we were coming up on 
that curve, the train slowed down 
considerably,” he said.

The Amtrak Cascades service 
that runs from Vancouver, B.C. 
to Eugene is jointly owned by the 
Washington and Oregon transpor-
tation departments. Amtrak oper-
ates the service for the two states 
as a contractor and is responsible 
for day-to-day operations.

The Amtrak schedule called for 
the train to leave Seattle around 6 
a.m. and arrive in Portland about 3 
1/2 hours later.

--Associated Press contributed 
to this article.

years to install such technology, 
but the deadline has been extend-
ed repeatedly at the industry’s re-
quest and is now the end of 2018.

The 7:34 a.m. accident left 
mangled train cars up on top of 
each other, with one hanging pre-
cariously over the freeway. The 
screech and clang of metal were 
followed by silence, then screams, 
as the injured cried out to rescu-
ers and motorists pulled over and 
rushed to help.

More than 70 people were 
injured, 10 of them seriously. A 
Portland surgeon on his way to a 
shopping trip in Seattle stopped 
to aid victims at the scene of 
the derailment. Dr. Nate Selden, 
chair of neurological surgery at 
Oregon Health and Sciences Uni-
versity, said he and his son were 
two of hundreds trying to help 
survivors.

He assisted emergency medical 
professionals to apply first aid and 
assess the status of each victim.

Need to publish a court document or no-
tice? Need an affidavit of publication quick-
ly and efficiently? Please fax or e-mail your 
notice for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: classifieds@portlandobserver.com

The Portland Observer

L e g a L  N o t i c e s
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood atmosphere.

Cannon’s 
rib exPress

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat: 11a- 9p

We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050  •  Fax 503-227-8757
michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

State Farm R

Agent

Providing Insurance  
and Financial Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, Illinois 61710

Web:  www.sunlanlighting.com  •  E-mail:  kay@lightlady.com
3901 N. Mississippi Ave.  •  Portland, OR 97227

503.281.0453  •  Fax 503.281.3408

vider, which is building housing 
units and gearing eligibility to 
help former households with gen-
erational ties to north and north-
east Portland who were displaced 
or at-risk of displacement due to 
past city actions related to urban 
renewal areas.

Forty-one of the 50 units pro-
posed for the Proud Ground con-
dos project would be permanent-
ly affordable, family-sized units 
serving a range of 35 percent to 
100 percent of area median in-
come or between $26,245 and 
$74,700 annual household in-
come for a family of four.

Plans call for the project to be 
developed in partnership with 
Habitat for Humanity Portland/
Metro East, and a community 
based development team: Car-
leton Hart Architecture, as ar-
chitect; LMC Construction, as 
the general contractor; Housing 
Development Center as develop-
ment consultant; and Jeana Wool-
ley of JM Woolley & Associates 
as owner’s representative.

Permanently 
Affordable

Continued froM Page 3

Photo by danny Peterson/the Portland observer

Holiday Meals for Veterans
Members of the Active and Reserve National Guard and American Military 
Encouragement Network volunteer to distribute holiday food donations from the 
Sunshine Division warehouse in north Portland Tuesday.  Thanks to Safeway and 
other contributors, 500 military and veteran families and 1,200 additional families 
in Portland and throughout Oregon are benefitting from holiday meal packages from 
the Sunshine Division, the Police Bureau’s nonprofit charity.
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B U S I N E S S G u i d e

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Seasonal
Clean Up 
Special!

E-Waste • Car Towing
Appliances • Debris 

Scrap Metal • Recycling

ABLE ARM Reycling
(503) 545-3160

Double J
Tires

New & Used Tires

Overstock & Used Tires
$20 & up   Priced To Sell

All tires mounted & balanced 
on the car, out the door – no 

additives.
Free stock wheels w/ purchase of 

any new or used tire
limited to stock on hand 30 years 

in business

2 locations to Serve You
6841 NE MLK, Portland   

503-283-9437
4510 SE 52nd & Holgate  

503-771-1834
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GUIDE

Call 503-288-0033
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Got Loved Ones You Want to Visit?
Coffee Creek, Two Rivers, Snake River, OSP, Deer Ridge, 

Mill Creek, Federal, OSCI, Eastern Oregon or other institutions?

We can Help. Carpool with us on the weekend.

Lunch Included. Space is Limited, RSVP required.

For More information . . .

Call or Text 503-447-6550

Lead auto mechanic J.R. Watkins of Elite OnSite and the car he fixed up for a donation to a local 
family in need.

Giving Back for the Holidays
Fixed and 
donated car  
helps family
by eleanor fulton

J.R. Watkins is the lead me-
chanic for Elite OnSite, a new 
player in the Portland and Vancou-
ver fleet services industry.  This 
past November, he saw the oppor-
tunity to combine his professional 
skills and industry contacts to give 
back to a family in need.

 “We could give away mon-
ey, we could give away food, but 
transportation for a family that 
doesn’t have transportation, that’s 

gold.”
Julia and Alan Webb, the own-

ers of Elite OnSite, were thrilled 
at the proposition.  They imme-
diately gave Watkins free reign 
to implement his plan. The goal 
was to refurbish a used car to mint 
condition before the holidays, so 
that a Christmas giveaway could 
be coordinated.

His plan sprung into action 
when American Plumbing donat-
ed a 2009 Chevy Aveo with a bro-
ken head gasket.

The greatest concern was fin-
ishing repairs to the car in time.

This project couldn’t have been 
completed without the added do-
nations from Napa Auto Parts and 

Machine Shop on Southeast Ninth 
Avenue, and Epic Auto Detailing 
for fully detailing the car.  Dy-
namic Drywall of Oregon, Squires 
Electric, 3 Mountains Plumbing, 
Pinmarx, and All City Printing 
also contributed.

 “I’ve never had the means to 
give back to somebody, or the cli-
ent base, so it was awesome to do 
that,” says Watkins.

Elite OnSite partnered with 
Union Gospel Mission to find a 
family that had great need for a 
vehicle, and that could afford car 
insurance. Taking these criteria 
into account, the local charity 
was able to identify a deserving 
family.
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Any Doug Fir 5-7 ft. $30.00   
Any Nobel Fir 5-7 ft. $45.00

New location  
at MLK and Bryant

   Boss Hogg
 Christmas Tree Lot

Wreath $10Stan
d $

10

Volunteers for Potluck in the Park’s Christmas Dinner at the Portland Art Museum. The free annual 
event for anyone in need or anyone without family or friends to share the holidays, returns on 
Christmas Eve, Sunday, Dec. 24, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the museum’s Mark Building at 1119 S.W. 
Park Ave.

Christmas Diner and More
The plans are set for Portland’s largest Christmas 

dinner, free to anyone in need and anyone without 
family or friends to share the holidays.

Potluck in the Park, in partnership with the Port-
land Art Museum, will be serving its annual Christ-
mas Dinner at the museum, located at 1119 S.W. Park 
Ave. But this year they will be serving on Christmas 
Eve, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., on Sunday, Dec. 24 in-
stead of Christmas Day. The meal includes a turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings, gifts, photos with San-

ta and live entertainment by some of Portland’s best 
jazz artists. Pet food and kennels are available during 
the meal. Guests can also make free phone calls to 
loved ones. Guest Transportation is available for the 
mobility impaired by calling 503-255-7611. 

Potluck in the Park serves free meals to anyone in 
need each Sunday of the year, rain or shine in down-
town Portland. For more information or to make a 
donation, visit potluckinthepark.org or call 503-255-
7611
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We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

Chantal DeGroat stars as a nun in the hilarious holiday hit “Twist Your Dickens,” with shows now 
showing through Sunday, Dec. 31 on the Main Stage at The Armory, downtown.

Second City Hit Comedy
‘Twist Your Dickens’ at Armory’s Main Stage

The hilarious hit from comedy giant The Sec-
ond City has returned to The Armory for anoth-
er year of holiday jeer. A Christmas Carol: Twist 
Your Dickens, written by Emmy Award-winners 
Peter Gwinn and Bobby Mort, is now showing 
through Sunday, Dec. 31 on the U.S. Bank Main 
Stage at The Armory, downtown.

Ron West has returned to direct the sidesplit-
ting take on Charles Dickens’ Christmas novella. 

Darius Pierce also joins the cast. Pierce has had 
audiences in stitches as Crumpet in The Santa-
land Diaries at The Armory for the past five sea-
sons. r

Recommended for ages 14+; contains mature 
content, explicit language, theatrical haze and 
strobe lighting. Tickets may be purchased at pcs.
org, by calling 503-445-3700 or in-person from 
the box office, 128 N.W. 11th Ave.

Tavis Smiley

(AP) — Tavis Smiley says 
PBS made a big mistake by sus-
pending him from his talk show.

Smiley said Monday on 
ABC’s Good Morning America 
that he’s never coerced anyone 
into a relationship but has had 
consensual relationships in the 
workplace. He says that wasn’t 
against his company’s policies.

He says he’s human and has 
made mistakes but they don’t 
merit suspension.

He says he applauds women 
coming forward to share their 
sexual assault and harassment 

TV Host Defends Reputation
experiences “to lead us in a con-
versation about how to create 
healthy workspaces.”

However he says it’s import-
ant not lose a sense of “propor-
tionality” in the conversation, 
“because if we do people end up 
being guilty simply by accusa-
tion.”

PBS suspended Smiley last 
week after an investigation un-
covered “multiple, credible alle-
gations of conduct” inconsistent 
with PBS standards.

Smiley says he’ll fight to pro-
tect his reputation.
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North Portland

Vancouver
East County

Beaverton

The Grotto’s Christmas Festival of Lights has been an ever-growing community tradition that celebrates the true spirit of Christmas.

Christmas at the Grotto
Operating nightly with sights and sounds of the season

Since 1988, the Grotto’s Christmas Fes-
tival of Lights has been an ever-growing 
community tradition that celebrates the true 
spirit of Christmas. 

Operating nightly from 5 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m., except on Christmas Day, you will find 
beautiful lighting displays, heart-warming 
family entertainment, and magnificent in-
door concerts at the base of Rocky Butte 

just off Northeast Sandy Boulevard and 
82nd Avenue, highlighting the sights and 
sounds of the season. 

With over 175 choirs and ensembles from 
around the region performing in the Chap-
el of Mary with it cathedral-like acoustics 
over the course of the event, it is the world’s 
largest Christmas choral festival.  

Other family entertainment includes 

nightly puppet shows, outdoor caroling 
and a live petting zoo, this year featuring 
“B.C.,” the baby camel. Holiday foods and 
beverages are also available as is seasonal 
shopping in the Grotto Gift Shop. 

Tickets are $11 general, $10 for seniors 
and $6 for children 3 to 12 and free for kids 
2 and younger. Visitors are encouraged 
to bring a donation of canned or dry food 

benefiting Snow-Cap, an East-county food 
bank. 

Parking is free and volunteer parking at-
tendants are present to direct visitors to the 
most convenient parking. There will be an 
overflow lot with a free shuttle at St. Rita’s 
Catholic Church at 102nd and Prescott. 

For a complete schedule and more infor-
mation, visit thegrotto.org.
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Showdogs is a full service salon. We do 
baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing, 
nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, mud 
baths, and ear cleaning. We also have health 
care and grooming products to keep your 
pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard

Portland, OR 97217
503-283-1177

Tuesday-Saturday
Monday

9am-7pm
10am-4pm

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.

State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

Get inspired with amazing gingerbread houses and get the scoop on building them yourself at 
Gingerbread Adventures at OMSI.

Gingerbread Adventures
You’re invited to get into the 

holiday spirit by viewing some 
amazing gingerbread houses 
during Gingerbread Adventures 
at the Oregon Museum of Science 
and Industry.

Five local architecture firms 
and bakeries have teamed up to 
design and build gingerbread 
sculptures focused on the theme 
“Illusions.”

Gingerbread Adventures, spon-

Oregon Parks and Recreation volunteers assist visitors on the Oregon Coast get a glimpse of migrat-
ing gray whales.

Gray Whales on the Move
Watching week 
activities begin 
Dec. 27

Gray whales are on the move 
south again this winter, and the 
Oregon Parks and Recreation De-
partment is celebrating the annual 
event with Whale Watching Week, 
Dec. 27-31. Visitors to the Oregon 
coast will have the opportunity 

to glimpse some of the estimat-
ed 20,000 gray whales traveling 
south from Alaska to their final 
destination off the coast of Baja, 
Mexico. 

Volunteers from the Whale 
Watching Spoken Here program 
will be stationed at 24 sites along 
the Oregon coast during the event. 
From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day, 
they’ll offer whale watching tips 
and facts about the animals. Each 
year from December to mid-Janu-

ary, gray whales swim 6,000 miles 
down the Pacific coast to reach 
calving lagoons near the Baja pen-
insula. 

Luke Parsons, an OPRD rang-
er with the Whale Watching Cen-
ter in Depoe Bay, says one of 
the goals of the event is to create 
awareness and compassion for 
whales and other marine life. 

A map of the 24 volunteer 
whale watch sites can be found on 
whalespoken.wordpress.com.

sored by New Seasons, highlights 
the innovation and food science 
that goes into assembling elaborate 
gingerbread sculptures. The cre-
ations showcase Portland’s diverse 
cultural experience, innovative food 
scene, and architectural expertise. 

“Last year was so much fun and 
everyone really enjoyed it – the 
bakers, the architects, our guests 
and even our staff! Gingerbread 
Adventures is a great way to blend 

food science with a beloved holi-
day tradition,” said Andrea Edge-
combe, OMSI events director. 
“We are excited for this to become 
an event families look forward to 
year after year.”

Gingerbread Adventures is in-
cluded with general admission to 
the museum and will be on view 
in the OMSI Auditorium through 
Jan. 1. For more information, visit 
omsi.edu.



Zoo Lights for the Holidays -- Amaze-
ment from more 
than 1.6 million bright-
ly colored lights is an expe-
rience you don’t want to miss 
as ZooLights, the Oregon Zoo popular walk-
through winter wonderland, is now showing 
through the holidays. To purchase online 
tickets, go to oregonzoo.org/zoolights. 

Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman Sylvester plays Friday, 
Dec. 22 at the Rogue Pub in North Plains; Saturday, Dec. 23 at Clyde’s 
and Sunday, Dec. 31 at CatFish Lou’s.

Raceway Holiday Light Show -- The Winter Wonderland holiday 
light show at Portland Internation-
al Raceway is a fundraiser for the 
food and clothing assistance pro-
grams. Enjoy viewing over 250 
colorful light set pieces and many 
fully animated scenes from the 
comfort of your own vehicle from 
5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sundays 
through Thursdays; and 5 p.m. to 
11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; 
throughout the holidays. For more info, visit winterwonderlandport-
land.com. 

Holiday Breakfast Theater -- The Peppermint Bear and the Giant Elf 
star in an all-new version of Lakewood The-
ater’s Holiday Magic Breakfast theatre pro-
gram. Performances at 9:39 a.m. and 11:30 
a.m. in the Lakewood Center for the Arts in 
Lake Oswego on Friday, Dec.  22 and Satur-
day, Dec. 23.  Tickets are $15 for adults and 
$12 for students. Advance reservations are 
required by calling the box office at 503 635-
3901 or order online at lakewood-center.org. 

Christmas Tree Permits -- You can skip the 
lot and explore the forest while finding this 

year’s holiday tree. The Gifford Pinchot National Forest east of Van-
couver is selling $5 personal-use Christmas tree cutting permits, which 
include a map of cutting areas and instructions for cutting trees. For 
more information, call 360-891-5001.

Christmas Ships Parade -- View the annual parades of Christmas 
Ships by visiting the M. James Gleason Memorial Boat Ramp on the 
Columbia River across from the Portland Airport. Parking is $5. The 

holiday tradition 
featuring boats 
decorated with fes-
tive lights, parades 
will be visible from 
the boat ramp from 
6 p.m. to 7:45 p.m., 
weather permit-
ting, on Wednes-
day, Dec. 20 and 
Thursday, Dec. 21.

History Hub -- 
Oregon Historical 

Society exhibit for young people explores the topic of diversity with 
interactive objects and pictures that tell the stories of the people of Or-
egon, past and present. With puzzles, touch screen activities and board 
games, History Hub asks students to consider questions like “Who is an 
Oregonian?,” “How has discrimination and segregation affected people 
who live in Oregon?,” and “How can you make Oregon a great place 
for everyone?”

Zoo for All -- The Oregon Zoo has launched “Zoo for All,” a new 
discount program that provides $5 admission for low income individ-
uals and families. Visitors may purchase up to six of the $5 tickets by 
brining a photo ID and documentation showing they participate in low 
income service, like the Oregon Trial Card, Medicaid, Section 8, Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families, and Head Start.

Discount Tickets -- Low income families and individuals can purchase 
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&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

$5 tickets to classical musical performances 
in Portland as part of a unique program called 

Music for All. Participating organizations include 
the Oregon Symphony, Portland Opera, Oregon Ballet 

Theater, Chamber Music Northwest, Portland Youth Phil-
harmonic, Portland Baroque Orchestra, Friends of Chamber Music, 
Portland Chamber Orchestra, Portland Piano International, Portland 
Symphonic Choir, Cappella Romana and Portland Vocal Consort.

Advertise with diversity 
in 

The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

email ads@portlandobserver.com
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

New Prices 
Effective
April 1, 2017

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL                                       

PRICES & SERVICES                                                    
Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $49.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 
Area/Oriental Rugs:  
 $25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):                                                                    
$40.00 Minimum 
Heavily Soiled Area: 
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

Advancing the Conversation on Sexual Assault
Let’s agree on 
how to punish it
by Jill riChardson

Our national de-
bate about sexual ha-
rassment and assault 
seems to be missing 
a bit of nuance. As a 
woman who’s been 
sexually harassed 
and assaulted many times, here’s 
how I see it.

Sexual predators aren’t the 
same as pigs. Roy Moore is a 
predator. His systematic, frequent 
pursuing of teenage girls at a 
shopping mall when he was in his 
30s shows a pattern of intention-
al behavior. He was after children 
too young to consent to sex.

Film producer Harvey Wein-
stein, who systematically en-
trapped women trying to make it 
in the film industry, is a predator. 
A monstrous one.

Al Franken sounds like a pig. A 
pig is the man who stares at your 
chest instead of your face when 
talking to you. A pig might try to 
touch you under the pretense of 
being friendly, or joking, or “acci-
dentally” brushing up on you.

The pig might think he’s being 
hilarious or just having good fun. 
He may even think he’s flattering 
you. You should feel grateful he 

chose you as a woman worthy of 
his sexual attention.

The last pig I encountered 
smacked my behind. Twice. The 

first time it happened, 
I didn’t know what to 
say. It wasn’t OK, but 
what do you say?

As a woman I’m 
socialized to always 
remain polite. Since I 
couldn’t think of an ap-

propriate, non-confrontational po-
lite response, I said nothing.

The second time, I was ready. 
This wasn’t OK, and I was willing 
to risk an unpleasant confronta-
tion.

“Don’t do that,” I said.
“Why not?” the man asked.
“Because I didn’t give you per-

mission,” I snapped back.

“And?” he said. He held up one 
finger, as if he were making a list 
and I’d just given him one item — 
but there had to be more.

What? No.
“I didn’t give you permission” 

is the only reason I need. But I 
added, “And were aren’t dating.” 
He nodded, accepting my reasons. 
I was enraged. “Don’t touch my 
butt” shouldn’t require explana-
tion or justification.

There seems to be a spectrum, 
from the small-time pig to the 
most heinous sexual predator. And 
different punishments fit different 
crimes. It also matters if the perpe-
trator apologizes, and if he stops 
the problematic behavior.

Yet the way we’re haphazardly 
applying consequences doesn’t re-
flect the severity of the crime, the 

trustworthiness of the evidence, or 
the sincerity of the apology.

Donald Trump bragged about 
assaulting women, and many 
women have come forward to al-
lege he’s assaulted them, yet he’s 
in the White House. Roy Moore 
pursued teenage girls when he was 
an adult, yet he still retained the 
support of most Republicans.

Sen. Al Franken, a mere pig by 
comparison, resigned his seat after 
realizing he was wrong for grop-
ing and kissing women without 
their consent.

Actor Kevin Spacey, who 
played the president on the TV 
show House of Cards, lost his job 
after a wave of assault allegations 
surfaced against him. But while 
Spacey can’t play a president on 
TV anymore, a man who openly 
bragged about committing assault 
still sits in the real Oval Office.

And Clarence Thomas, a man 
once accused of serial sexual ha-
rassment, is still on the Supreme 
Court.

Our conversation must advance 
from simply agreeing to take sex-
ual harassment and assault seri-
ously to agreeing upon a fair and 
consistent way to punish it.

OtherWords columnist Jill 
Richardson is the author of Recipe 
for America: Why Our Food Sys-
tem Is Broken and What We Can 
Do to Fix It.

Donald Trump bragged 
about assaulting women, 
and many women have 
come forward to allege he’s 
assaulted them, yet he’s in 
the White House.
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Corporate Interests Are Warping the Internet
Why should they 
hold even more 
power?
by Mark luskus

My identity 
was stolen this 
year. The perpe-
trator didn’t open 
credit cards in my 
name or gain ac-
cess to my financ-
es. Instead, they used my name to 
submit a comment to the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) in support of repealing net 
neutrality rules.

Those rules, enacted in 2015, 
declared the internet to be a free 
and open place. They prevent in-
ternet service providers, or ISPs, 
like Comcast and AT&T from re-
stricting access to any websites 
— either permanently or to charge 

you more money to access them.
Imagine your water company 

charging you more for the water 
that comes out of your shower 
than the water that comes out of 

your sink. Or imagine not 
being allowed to use your 
shower at all, even though 
you pay a water bill.

That’s what net neutrality 
rules protect consumers from 
when it comes to the internet.

But Ajit Pai, the current 
FCC chairman and a former 

lawyer for Verizon, scheduled a 
vote to repeal net neutrality. To 
do this, he had to solicit public to 
comment on the matter.

In the past, this has resulted in 
millions of pro-net neutrality com-
ments — which makes sense, be-
cause most Americans support it. 
But this time, an unusual number 
of anti-net neutrality comments 
showed up.

Why? Because of the 22 mil-

lion comments received, half or 
more of them appear to be fake, 
likely posted by bots or special 
interest organizations attempting 
to sway the FCC’s opinion. When 
I checked the FCC’s website, I 
learned that one of those fake 
comments used my own name and 
address.

Someone had stolen my identi-
ty to advocate for a position that I 
didn’t agree with.

Several people and organiza-
tions, including the New York at-
torney general, have petitioned the 
FCC for information on the scale 
and origin of fake comments. 
However, the FCC has rejected 
these petitions.

As a federal agency, the FCC 
should be far more concerned 
about the identity theft of the cit-
izens they’re tasked to represent.

Internet providers like Verizon, 
the former employer of the FCC 
chairman, complain that net neu-

trality rules slow their investments 
in internet technology. Howev-
er, ISPs exist in a shockingly 
non-competitive market.

More than 50 million house-
holds in the United States have 
only one choice of provider, and 
those providers score the lowest 
customer satisfaction rates of 
all 43 industries tracked by the 
American Consumer Satisfaction 
Index. Personally, I’ve never had 
an ISP that offers reasonable cus-
tomer service or internet speeds 
and reliability at the levels I pay 
for.

This isn’t an industry that con-
sumers are satisfied with, so why 
should they hold even more power 
than they already do? No wonder 
they have to rely on sleazy tactics 
like stealing identities and posting 
fake comments.

The internet has become an 
essential tool in the 21st centu-
ry. A small handful of companies 

shouldn’t have the power to de-
cide which parts of it people can 
access.

Corporate-funded lies and iden-
tity theft highlight a major threat 
to the benefits of increased com-
munication. How can we prevent 
special interest groups from warp-
ing the internet to spread misinfor-
mation and further their political 
goals?

That’s a question we must 
answer, because misinforma-
tion campaigns are rampant, and 
they’re being used to restrict your 
rights and freedoms. But at the 
very least, a former Verizon em-
ployee shouldn’t hold the power 
to give ISPs a major win at the ex-
pense of consumers — and a free 
and open internet.

Mark Luskus is a med student 
at Emory University. He’s inter-
ested in infectious diseases and 
public policy. Distributed by Oth-
erWords.org.

Journalist was a Fearless Civil Rights Legend
Honoring a 
legacy and  
press freedom
by MarC h. Morial

“Glaring down 
at us from the truck 
were five white men, 
armed to the teeth 
with shotguns. All 
five sprang from the 
truck and surrounded 
the car. ‘Get out,’ 
the huskiest one snapped. ‘Who 
are you n*****s and where are 
you going?’  I couldn’t think of 
anything but the truth so I told 
them, ‘We’re reporters down here 
to cover the [Emmett Till] murder 
trial.  We took the wrong road and 
got lost.’ ‘You n*****s have no 
business around here,’ he sneered. 
‘You’re just stirring up trouble.’ 
Directing us to keep our hands 
above our heads, they frisked 
both of us then searched the car. 
After what seemed like a lifetime, 
the ‘hunters’ were satisfied with 
having scared the hell out of us 
and having ended their search 
ordered us to ‘get the hell out” 
of there.” – Simeon Booker, 
Shocking the Conscience, A 
Reporter’s Account of the Civil 
Rights Movement.

For many decades, including 
during my years as mayor of New 
Orleans, Jet magazine ran a col-
umn of happenings from around 

the country, called Ticker Tape. I 
was honored that my work often 
attracted the notice of the colum-
nist, Washington Bureau Chief 
Simeon Booker. Memorably, it 
was through Booker’s column 

that my engagement to my 
wife, Michelle Miller, was 
announced to the nation. By 
then, he was a civil rights 
legend, having chronicled 
far more momentous events.

We join the nation in 
mourning his passing last 

week at the age of 99. In per-
son, Simeon Booker appeared 
the epitome of a bookish word-
smith, with his heavy eyeglass 
frames and natty bowtie. But his 
mild-mannered looks belied his 
ferocity as a journalist and a civil 
rights warrior.

He gained fame as “the man 
from Jet” during his coverage of 
Emmett Till’s murder, funeral and 
his murderers’ trial. His descrip-
tion of Emmett’s mother, Mamie 
Till-Mobley, at the funeral be-
came instantly iconic: “Her face 

wet with tears, she leaned over the 
body, just removed from a rubber 
bag in a Chicago funeral home, 
and cried out, ‘Darling, you have 
not died in vain. Your life has been 
sacrificed for something.’”

Perhaps more than any oth-
er journalist of his time, Booker 
most comprehensively chronicled 
the impact of the Urban League 
Movement on civil rights and 
racial equality in the nation. He 
covered President Dwight D. Ei-
senhower’s historic 1958 meeting 

with the “Big Four” civil rights 
leaders, Rev. Martin Luther King., 
Jr., of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, A. Phillip 
Randolph of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters, Roy Wilkins 
of the NAACP, and my predeces-
sor as head of the National Urban 
League, Lester Granger. He rode 
a bus with the Freedom Riders in 
1961. He covered not only Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy’s 1962 sum-
mit with the “Big Six” – having 
expanded to include the leaders 
of the Congress of Racial Equality 

and the National Council of Negro 
Women – but also the frustration 
that followed and led to the 1963 
March on Washington.

To create a realistic picture of 
the economic status of blacks in 
1960 for the 5th anniversary edi-
tion of Jet’s sister publication, Eb-
ony, Booker relied on the National 
Urban League’s research “to tell 
black audiences what they already 
suspected: that the masses of Ne-
gro citizens were actually farther 
removed, relatively speaking, 

from the mainstream of American 
life than they were 20 years ear-
lier.”

Before he found his own of-
fice space in Washington, Booker 
often worked out of the Greater 
Washington Urban League – and 
even hired away a staffer, E. Fan-
nie Granton, as his first employee 
when he opened Jet’s Washington 
Bureau.

In his autobiography, Shock-
ing the Conscience, A Report-
er’s Account of the Civil Rights 
Movement, Booker wrote about 

the tragic death of National Urban 
League Executive Director Whit-
ney M. Young, who drowned in 
Nigeria in 1971. A friend, Brig-
adier General Daniel “Chappie” 
James, then the highest ranking 
black officer in the Air Force, tear-
fully confirmed the news.

“He’s my hero,” he choked. 
“He’s my kind of guy because he 
gets in there and proves what a 
black cat can do – with his head 
instead of a brick.” Chappie could 
probably write a list as long as both 
of his massive arms of the people 
who might not be where they were 
in their careers if it weren’t for the 
work of the Urban League, whose 
focus was jobs, jobs, jobs. While 
other civil rights organizations 
hammered away at school deseg-
regation, voting rights and public 
accommodations – all of which 
were important – the Urban 
League had its own niche – and 
it was economics – the econom-
ics of having a job, and after that 
a better job, until a black man or 
woman reached his or her fullest 
potential. 

We are grateful now, as then, for 
Booker’s clear-eyed and fearless 
reporting. At a time when reckless 
accusations of “fake news” threat-
en to undermine the vital role of 
the Fourth Estate, we should hon-
or his legacy by defending free-
dom of the press.

Marc H. Morial is president 
and chief executive officer of the 
National Urban League.

He rode a bus with the Freedom Riders in 1961. He 
covered not only President John F. Kennedy’s 1962 summit 
with the “Big Six” – having expanded to include the leaders of 
the Congress of Racial Equality and the National Council of 
Negro Women – but also the frustration that followed and led 
to the 1963 March on Washington.
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Classified/Bids
Portland International Airport (PDX)  

Parking Additions and
Consolidated Rental Car Facility (PACR)

Electrical Trade Partner
JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed proposals for 

qualified Trade Partners to provide preconstruction and design-
assist services for Electrical Work on the PACR project. Upon 

successful preconstruction participation, the intent is to award 
the Trade Partner a contract to furnish and install the Electrical 

scope of work

Proposals due 2:00pm PST January 5, 2018
A pre-proposal meeting will be held at the Port of Portland HQ, 
Anchor Conference Room, 7200, NE Airport Way, Portland, OR 
97218 on December 13, 2017 at 10:30am PST. Any Proposal 

received after the specified date and time will not be considered.
A complete copy of the RFP can be obtained by emailing Robert 

Means at Robert.Means@jedunn.com.
Proposals must be delivered to JE Dunn Construction, Attn: 

Robert Means, 424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97209.

SUB BIDS REQUESTED

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, Oregon 97209 | (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple proposers, or reject all responses. 
This is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, 

and Emerging Small Business participation.
License Number: 109192

REQUEST FOR BIDS
METRO 

Park Welcome Center
ITB 3437

Bids Due 2:00 p.m., January 16, 2018
Metro, a metropolitan service district organized under the laws of 
the State of Oregon and the Metro Charter, located at 600 NE Grand 
Avenue, Portland, OR 97232-2736, is hereby inviting sealed bids to 
construct a new Welcome Center at Oxbow Regional Park
Sealed bids are due no later than 2:00 p.m., January 16, 2018 
in Metro’s business offices at 600 NE Grand Avenue, Portland, OR  
97232-2736, Attention: Julie Hoffman, Procurement Analyst, ITB 
3437.  Bids will be opened publicly at that time.
The project includes, but is not limited to, all labor, materials, tools, 
services and equipment needed for demolition of the existing 
approx. 500 sq ft ranger station building and parking areas, 
grading, site preparation, decommissioning, reconstruction and 
improvements to existing utilities, installation of new asphalt lots 
and vehicle access ways, and the construction of a new approx. 
2,600 sq ft building.
A voluntary Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled for all potential prime 
and sub-contractors on January 2, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. at Oxbow 
Park, 3010 SE Oxbow Pkwy, Gresham, OR 97080.  Parking is 
available in front of the existing Ranger Station.  Interested sub-
contractors are also invited.  
Solicitation documents can be viewed and downloaded from the 
Oregon Procurement Information Network (ORPIN) at http://orpin.
oregon.gov/open.dll/
Metro may accept or reject any or all bids, in whole or in part, or 
waive irregularities not affecting substantial rights if such action is 
deemed in the public interest.  
Metro extends equal opportunity to all persons and specifically 
encourages minority, women-owned and emerging small businesses 
to access and participate in this and all Metro projects, programs 
and services. 
Metro and its contractors will not discriminate against any person(s), 
employee or applicant for employment based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability, political 
affiliation or marital status.  Metro fully complies with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regulations in all 
programs and activities.  For more information, or to obtain a Title VI 
Complaint Form, see www.oregonmetro.gov.

Drivers, CDL-A:  
LOCAL, Home Nightly! 

Portland Flatbed Curtainside Openings.
Excellent Pay, Benefits & More!

1yr Class-A CDL Experience 
Hub Group Dedicated

855-397-0850

Subscribe!503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions, PO Box 3137, Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year

(please include check with this subscription form)

Name:
Telephone:                  
Address:

or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

Federal 
Marijuana 
Ban Targeted
Wyden first 
to join new 
legalization effort

Oregon’s Ron Wyden has be-
come the first U.S. senator to 
cosponsor Sen. Cory Booker’s 
landmark bill to end the federal 
prohibition on marijuana.

Booker, a black Democrat from 
New Jersey, 
has pro-
posed the 
Mari juana 
Justice Act 
to reverse 
decades of 
failed drug 
policy that 
has dispro-
portionately 
i m p a c t e d 
low-income individuals and peo-
ple of color. It would remove mar-
ijuana from the list of controlled 
substances, making it legal at the 
federal level. 

 “Jeff Sessions and the Trump 
administration are still trying to 
fight a 1980s drug war that is so-
cially unjust, economically back-
ward and against the will of the 
American people,” Wyden said. 
“I’m proud to join forces with 
Senator Booker to fight this ad-
ministration’s attempts to shift 
our country into reverse when it 
comes to federal marijuana policy. 
It’s more important now than ever 
to update outdated policies, right 
the wrongs against communities 
of color, and continue our work 
to lift up the voices of the many 
Americans who are speaking out 
in favor of legalization.”

Booker said he was thrilled 
Wyden has joined him on this 
groundbreaking bill.

 “It’s long past due that we re-
form our nation’s deeply broken 
drug laws, which disproportion-
ately harm low-income commu-
nities and communities of color. 
This is more than a marijuana 
reform bill – it’s about ensuring 
equal justice for all, and we won’t 
stop fighting until we fix our bro-
ken criminal justice system.” 

In addition to making marijua-
na legal at the federal level, the 
legislation would also incentiv-
ize states through federal funds 
to change their marijuana laws if 
those laws are shown to have a 
disproportionate effect on low-in-
come individuals and/or people of 
color.

The bill is retroactive and 
would apply to those already serv-
ing time behind bars for marijua-
na-related offenses, providing for 
a judge’s review of marijuana sen-
tences.

 Ron Wyden

Need to publish a court 
document or notice? Need 
an affidavit of publication 
quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your 
notice for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L e g a L  N o t i c e s
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SUNDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

December 2017

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Eat a Red Apple Day
Rosa Parks Day
World AIDS Day

David Macaulay 
born, 1946

National Fritters Day
Artist Georges Seurat 
born, 1859

International Day 
of Persons with 
Disabilities

National Roof-Over- 
Your-Head Day

National Cookie Day
Wear Brown Shoes 
Day

Phonograph Invented 
(1877)

Walter Elias (Walt) 
Disney’s Birthday 
born, 1901

Montgomery Bus 
Boycott (1955)

Mitten Tree Day
St. Nicholas Day
13th Amendment 
abolishing slavery, 
ratified (1865)

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day 
(1941)

National Brownie 
Day

Inventor Eli Whitney 
born, 1765

Ball-Bearing Roller 
Skates Patented in 
1884

First Christmas Seals 
Issued in 1907

Human Rights Day
Emily Dickinson 
born, 1830

National Noodle 
Ring Day

UNICEF Anniversary
Pilgrims landed on 
Plymouth Rock 
(1620)

Hanukkah Begins  
at Sundown

Poinsettia Day

National Cocoa Day
Susan B. Anthony  
dollar coined in 
1970

First Miniature Golf 
Course Opened, 1929

South Pole  
Discovered in 1911

Bill of Rights Day
Underdog Day
David McCord born, 
1897

Beethoven’s Birthday 
(1770)

Boston Tea Party  
Anniversary (1773)

Las Posadas

Ludwig van Beetho-
ven baptised (1770)

Wright Brother’s 
First Flight (1903)

Wear a Plunger On 
Your Head Day

Baseball great Ty 
Cobb born, 1886

Eve Bunting born, 
1928

Oatmeal Muffin Day
Dickens’ A Christmas 

Carol published,  1843

Games Day
Electric Light demon-
strated in 1879

First Day of Winter
Humbug Day
Look at the Bright Side 

Day
National Flashlight Day

First Christmas 
Lights sold in 1882

Mercury Thermome-
ter Invented in 1714

Roots Day
Federal Reserve 
System established 
(1913)

Christmas Eve
National Egg Nog 
Day

Apollo 8 reached the 
moon (1968)

Christmas
National Pumpkin Pie 
Day

Boxing Day
Kwanzaa Begins
National Whiners Day

Visit the Zoo Day
World Bank created 
(1945)

Card Playing Day
National Chocolate 
Day

Texas became the 
28th state (1845)

Tiger Woods born, 
1975

Author Rudyard 
Kipling born, 1865

New Year’s Eve
Artist Henri Matisse 
born, 1869
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