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Nicole Taylor, Portland author of the young adult book ‘Ask Nicky,’ has transformed her personal story about the 
consequences of gangs to the production of a new documentary ‘The Nicole Taylor Story.’

Inspired to Keep Others Out of Gangs

by danny Peterson

the Portland observer

Nicky Taylor’s personal story of grow-
ing up with gangs in Portland and then es-
caping from gangs, a story inextricably tied 
to the city’s history of murder and mayhem 
on the streets is now a half hour long doc-
umentary, “The Nicole Taylor Story, ” re-
leased last month on Amazon Prime.

Taylor said her mother, who died from 
cancer three years ago, inspired her to con-
tinue telling the next generation about the 
perils of gangs, a mission she helmed since 
1999 when she published a book for young 
adults about her experiences and co-au-
thored by educator Francs Mejia Caldwell.

Now a billboard advertises her mov-
ie and book on Northeast 82nd and Ash 
Street, which Taylor said is a big deal.

“On the billboard I’m sitting there and 

She knows 
Portland’s history 
because she lived it

Ryan Bounds

Court Pick Apologizes for Racist Remarks
Oregon nominee 
says college writings 
were misguided
by beverly Corbell

the Portland observer

Federal prosecutor and Oregon native 
Ryan Bounds has come under fire for 
making racist, sexist and homophobic 
attacks on multiculturalism back in col-
lege, and although he apologized Friday, 
his nomination from President Trump for 
a lifetime appointment to the U.S. Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals still reflects 
who is today, according to the activist 
group, Alliance for Justice.

The alliance sent a “snapshot” re-
port to media earlier this month stating 
that while a student at Stanford Uni-
versity in California back in the 1990s, 
Bounds complained in opinion pieces 

that “race-focused groups” should not be 
allowed on campus and used racist and 
offensive language to describe people 
with backgrounds and beliefs that were 
different from his own. 

The group also claims that Bounds 
wrote “condescendingly and dismissive-
ly” about sexual assault on college cam-
pus and that alleged perpetrators should 
be punished or expelled only if their guilt 
is “beyond a reasonable doubt,” the same 
words the president used when defend-
ing a recently-dismissed West Wing staff 
member.

The writings reveal strong biases that 
call into question Bounds’ ability to fair-
ly apply the law and dispense even-hand-
ed justice to all, the Alliance for Justice 
wrote in their Feb. 2 report which is 
available online at afj.org.

Bounds, 44, responded to the claims 
on Friday in an email to the Multnomah 
County Bar Association’s Committee on 

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, a panel 
he chairs, apologizing for “misguided 
sentiments” in his youthful writings.

In a copy of the email obtained and 
shared by the Oregonian, Bounds said 
the remarks no longer reflect his views 
and called them “ill-considered, tone-
deaf, and mortifyingly insensitive pro-
nouncements of one’s youth.”

If confirmed, Bounds, an Assistant 
U.S. Attorney for Oregon, is predicted 
by some to become the president’s stan-
dard-bearer where immigration rights are 
concerned. Others are concerned that the 
administration is packing federal courts 
with right-wing justices who can hob-
ble progressive objectives for decades to 
come. But for some — Oregon Sens. Jeff 
Merkley and Ron Wyden included — the 
way Bounds was nominated is even more 
troubling because they were left out of 

Continued on Page 4
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Chuck Smith

Black Parents Name Smith
The Black Parents Initiative, 

an organization that helps lo-
cal families prepare children for 
academic success, announced 
Wednesday that it has named 
Chuck Smith as its interim lead-
er, and has suspended  executive 
director and co-founder Charles 
McGee as it investigate alle-
gations of sexual assault made 
against him.

Smith has served the non-prof-
it organization as program direc-
tor for four years and has over 35 
years experience in human ser-

vices.
McGee was the subject of an 

investigative story in the Wil-
lamette Week last week about 
the sexual assault of a woman 
he knew six years ago and who 
pledged to make her story public 
if he ever ran for public office.

Last Tuesday, apparently in 
anticipation of the article, Mc-
Gee announced he was no longer 
running for Multnomah County 
Commissioner, for a seat that will 
open next year because of term 
limits.

The Week 
in Review

Lying About Videotaping Rights
A veteran Portland police sergeant 
admitted to investigators that he 
deliberately told a protestor in 
2016 that he could get arrested for 
videotaping police and that mis-
leading the public on such legal 
practices is common among po-
lice, the city’s Independent Police 
Review panel reported last week. 
The findings are expected to result 
in disciplinary actions for the offi-
cer in question.

Shelter Roof Leak Ousts Families
Over 100 parents and children 
were displaced last week from 
the city’s largest homeless shelter 
for families, located on Southeast 
160th Avenue and Stark Street, 
after a roof leak sparked safety 

concerns. The families moved to 
a church across the street, then to 
motels as county officials evaluate 
and decide on repairs.

Unity Kicks Off Olympics 
North and South Korea leaders sat 
side-by-side and shook hands in 
an unexpected display of unity as 
the 2018 Winter Olympics kicked 
off Friday in Pyeongchang, South 
Korea. Yuna Kim, South Korea’s 
figure skating gold medalist, was 
shepherded to light the torch by 
two athletes from the unified Ko-
rean ice hockey team.

Portland Teachers Receive Raises
Portland Association of Teachers 
has won a bargaining contract 
with Portland Public Schools af-
ter the school board voted 7-0 last 
week to ratify a new 3-year agree-
ment.  An 8 percent raise, spread 
out over three years, and the con-

tinued coverage of current bene-
fits is part of the contract.

OHSU Drops Policy Denying 
Transplants to Undocumented
An antiquated policy at Oregon 
Health & Science University pro-
hibiting an undocumented mother 
of four children, who has lived in the 
local area for decades, a life-saving 
liver transplant, has been rescind-
ed. The ACLU began a petition to 
reverse the policy and when it was 
brought to the attention of hospital 
leaders, it was discontinued. 

Residential Speed Limit Reduced 
The Portland Bureau of Transpor-
tation started changing speed lim-
it signs on residential streets from 
25 mph to 20 mph last week, the 
first phase of a new attempt from 
the city’s Vision Zero Initiative to 
eliminate traffic fatalities over the 
next decade.

Free Tuition for PSU Transfers
Beginning this fall, some low-in-
come Oregonian college students 
transferring to Portland State Uni-
versity will no longer have to pay 
tuition, so long as they are enrolled 
full time and are eligible for a Pell 
Grant, the university announced 
last week. The program will cov-
er tuition and fees up to 15 credits 
for transfer students of a four year 
college or community college.
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Venus Hayes speaks out for justice in the police shooting death of her 17-year-old son, Quance 
Hayes, as she gathered with family and friends at City Hall on Thursday to file a notice of bring a 
wrongful death lawsuit against the city, one year after Hayes was killed.

Family Seeks Justice
by danny Peterson

the Portland observer

The family of Quanice Hayes 
wanted to deliver their intent to 
sue the city to Mayor Ted Wheeler 
directly, but had to settle for the 
mayor’s Chief of Staff Maurice 
Henderson.

Surrounded by friends and fam-
ily, Venus Hayes and her brother 
Steven Hayes hand-delivered the 
lawsuit notice to City Hall on 
Thursday, demanding account-
ability for what they believe was 
a wrongful death of their 17-year-
old son and nephew.

The mayor had a prior commit-

ment at a previously scheduled 
event, according to his representa-
tive, but it did not sit well with the 
family. Witnesses reported seeing 
Wheeler exit a back door of City 
Hall just a half hour before the 
family and supporters arrived.

Terrence Hayes, a cousin of Ve-
nus Hayes, criticized the mayor for 
his lack of a presence, “I think it’s 
offensive… our family put a lot of 
trust in Ted. In the beginning, we 
were hopeful, he was genuine and 
not ‘Ted the politician,’” he told 
the Portland Observer. 

Quanice Hayes was unarmed 
when he was shot while on the 

ground following a police chase 
after a reported armed robbery 
near Northeast 82nd Avenue one 
year ago. His family says he was 
on his knees and complying with 
officer instructions when he was 
shot, but the officer said he was 
reaching for his waistband. A 
replica toy gun was found near-
by.

A grand jury ruled in March that 
the shooting was justified, and the 
police officer shot Hayes, Andrew 
Hearst was cleared of charges. It 
marked the second time of him 
using justified lethal force during 
his career.

Joshua DuBois

Church Hosts Obama Advisor on Faith
The community is invited to 

join a diverse Portland congre-
gation for an evening with Josh-
ua DuBois, former President 
Obama’s faith advisor, as he ad-
dresses “Faith in America Today” 
with music from some of Port-
land’s finest jazz musicians.

The event will be held Tues-
day, Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. at Augus-
tana Lutheran Church, 2710 NE 
14th Ave., on Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 
7 p.m.

DuBois is one of our country’s 
top voices on community part-
nerships, religion in the public 

square and issues impacting Afri-
can Americans. He led the White 
House Office of Faith-based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships under 
President Obama and was called 
the President’s “Pastor-in-Chief” 
by TIME Magazine.

Also attending will be Rev. Kip 
Banks, senior pastor of East Wash-
ington Heights Baptist Church 
in Washington, D.C. Rev. Banks 
currently serves as the Director 
for Advocacy for the Progressive 
National Convention, which was 
founded by the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.
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Showdogs is a full service salon. We do 
baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing, 
nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, mud 
baths, and ear cleaning. We also have health 
care and grooming products to keep your 
pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard

Portland, OR 97217
503-283-1177

Tuesday-Saturday
Monday

9am-7pm
10am-4pm

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.
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Court Pick Apologizes for Racist Remarks
Christ, and Renata Gowie, an-
other assistant U.S. attorney for 
Oregon.

But Wyden and Merkley made 
their feelings about Bounds 
abundantly clear:

“After the committee fin-
ished its work, we learned that 
Ryan Bounds failed to disclose 
inflammatory writings that re-
veal archaic and alarming views 
about sexual assault, the rights 
of workers, people of color, and 

the process.
On Monday, Merkley and 

Wyden released the names of 
four possible nominees chosen 
by a bipartisan committee, com-
prised of attorneys appointed 
by the two senators and Oregon 
U.S. Rep. Greg Walden. The list 
includes Bounds, Medford trial 
attorney Kelly Anderson, Port-
land appellate attorney Thomas 

the LGBTQ community,” they 
said.  “While we have followed 
through on our commitment 
to forward to the White House 
the names reported by the com-
mittee, we do not believe Mr. 
Bounds is a suitable nominee 
for a lifetime appointment to the 
bench.”

Bounds, who grew up in east-
ern Oregon, was first nominated 
for the Ninth Circuit by Pres-
ident Trump last year, but the 
year ran out before his nomina-
tion could come up before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. 
This was after the administration 
ignored Merkley and Wyden’s 
call to nominate U.S. District 
Judge Marco Hernandez for the 
post, as well as their lack of en-
dorsement for Bounds. 

Instead, the president ac-
cepted the recommendation of 
Bounds by Walden, Oregon’s 
lone Republican congressman. 
Bounds was re-nominated again 
last month, again without con-
sulting the Oregon senators, who 
have continued with their own 
bi-partisan committee’s process 
of considering nominees.

Trump, as he promised on the 
campaign trail, appears to have 
delegated court nominations to 
the conservative think tank, the 
Federalist Society, defined on its 
website as, “a group of conser-
vatives and libertarians dedicat-
ed to reforming the current legal 
order…to say what the law is, 
not what it should be.”

Gil Carrasco, a law professor 
at Willamette University, an ex-
pert in the law as it pertains to 
civil rights, immigration and the 
constitution, said the tradition 
that the administration consults 
with home state senators when 
considering a judicial appoint-
ment has its underpinnings in 
Article II of the Constitution and 
sidestepping that process is a 
troubling break.

“It is disturbing that this 

White House has affirmatively 
chosen to ignore a tradition that 
has existed in Oregon for over 
two decades,” he said.

Carrasco also hinted that 
Bounds’ appointment reeks of 
nepotism. “This departure from 
our longstanding tradition is 
particularly problematic given 
that Ryan Bounds’ sister is the 
chief of staff of Representative 
Walden.”

Tung Yin, law professor at 
Lewis & Clark Law School, said 
he doesn’t give a lot of weight to 
things that Bounds wrote when 
he was in his late teens or early 
20s.

“I don’t think it’s irrelevant, 
and he would certainly be asked 
about at confirmation hearings,” 
he said.

The problem with Bounds is 
that it’s difficult to know where 
his sentiments lie since he’s never 
been a judge and “doesn’t have a 
paper trail” of judicial rulings to 
survey, according to Tung.

 “If somebody is so far out-
side the mainstream, if they’re 
too extreme, they won’t get con-
firmed,” he said. “But it’s hard to 
tell with Bounds.”

But it’s not hard to tell the ef-
fect of the administration’s tac-
tics for Lena Zwarensteyn, di-
rector of strategic engagement of 
the American Constitution Soci-
ety, which follows a progressive 
agenda.

The administration is “trying 
to achieve through the courts 
what they can’t achieve legisla-
tively,” she said, by making life-
time appointments to relatively 
young, white male conservatives 
to district courts throughout the 
country. 

“The president touted through-
out the campaign his Supreme 
Court list, overturning Roe v. 
Wade, (his views on) the Second 
Amendment, and a bit of a hostile 
role toward consumer interests, 
clean air, clean water,” she said. 

At the same time, he is attempt-
ing to “de-diversify the federal 
bench.”

“Obama nominated women 
and people,” she said. “We are 
a very large, diverse community 
and that does need to be repre-
sented on the bench, for the pub-
lic’s trust of the bench, to see 
people who reflect them on the 
bench,” she said. “This admin-
istration does not see that as a 
great benefit.”

According to a January ar-
ticle by the McClatchy news 
service, there are five vacancies 
on the 9th Circuit and two more 
will open up in the coming eight 
months and could dramatically 
affect the makeup of the liber-
al-leaning court. “That means 
Trump could significantly influ-
ence the West Coast judiciary by 
nominating the type of young, 
ideologically conservative 
judges he has tapped for other 
courts,” the article states.

Of the 24 judges now sitting 
on the 9th Circuit, according to 
McClatchy, 18 were appointed 
by Democrats and six were ap-
pointed by Republican George 
W. Bush. “If Trump is able to get 
all of his appointees confirmed 
this year, that split will shrink to 
17-12,” the article states. “Re-
publican appointees could ex-
ceed Democrat appointees by the 
time Trump leaves office.”

Zwarensteyn says these moves 
by the administration are “scary” 
because Trump’s appointments 
to these lifetime positions can 
outlast anyone currently holding 
office.

“It’s one thing to nominate 
predominantly white men, but 
it’s another thing to nominate 
white men who have made hos-
tile comments about marginal-
ized and diverse communities 
who want to feel like they have a 
fair shake,” she said.  “It’s pretty 
terrifying but also a time to look 
at who we want in these offices.”

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings
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Envisioning the best future use of this vacant lot next to Legacy Emanuel Hospital on North Rusell and Williams Avenue, a property that 
was once the center of black life in Portland but has stood idle for decades, will be the reason for an open house to collect community 
feedback on Tuesday, Feb. 20 at the nearby New Song Community Church.

Envision Best Use for Russell Block
Open House 
to hear hopes, 
concerns and 
aspirations 

A diverse group of community 
representatives tasked with lead-
ing the visioning and develop-
ment process for the Hill Block 
project at North Russell Street 
and North Williams Avenue will 
hold an open house and informa-
tion session on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at nearby 
New Song Community Church to 
collect feedback from community 
members regarding their hopes, 
concerns, and aspirations for the 
property. 

The city of Portland and Leg-
acy Health announced plans to 
develop the property last summer 
and the upcoming event will mark 
the transition of project steward-
ship from institutional partners 
to the community-based Project 
Working Group.

The block is located within an 
area that Prosper Portland and the 
City of Portland condemned in the 
early 1970s under urban renewal 
for an expansion of the hospital 
campus, displacing 171 families, 

74 percent of which were African 
American.

The focus of the new devel-
opment is to honor Portland’s 
African-American community, 
support community housing and 
economic needs, and further Leg-
acy Health’s mission of promoting 
health and wellness for children 
and families.

“This is a historic opportunity 

to acknowledge the mistakes of 
the past and learn from diverse 
voices, expertise and vision to 
deliver a project that honors the 
African American community 
and fosters opportunity for wealth 
creation, ” said Prosper Portland 
Executive Director Kimberly Bra-
nam.

Dr. George Brown, president 
and chief executive officer of 

Legacy Health, said, “In look-
ing ahead at Legacy’s needs and 
the community’s needs, as well 
as looking at what opportunities 
Prosper Portland and the City of 
Portland can offer, I am excep-
tionally pleased that we can be a 
part of what I believe will be a his-
toric partnership.”

Nominations to the Project 
Working Group involved outreach 

to more than 20 organizations and 
community groups and focused 
on racial and generational diversi-
ty and a broad set of perspectives 
and skills.

The Project Working Group 
will oversee a year-long visioning 
and development process that is 
meant ensure a transparent, com-
munity-serving project, officials 
said.
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Chicago-Style 
Steppin

Fun, Healthy Social 
Dance for Couples 
and Singles.

Weekly Classes
www.groovinhighsteppers.com

Denise Johnson 503-819-4576
Hernandez Williams 206-683-4101

Co-Founders and Instructers

Find Progressive News
at

www.portlandobserver.com

The pre-apprenticeship program “Constructing Hope,” a certified African American-owned training fa-
cility in northeast Portland offers 180 hours of classes and hands-on training for jobs in construction.

Job Training Investment
Prosper Portland 
helps local 
nonprofit expand

The African-American led 
nonprofit Constructing Hope will 
expand its construction train-
ing facility in northeast Port-
land thanks to an investment of 
$300,000 from Prosper Portland, 
the city’s economic development 
agency.

Construction Hope provides 
skill training for people wishing 
to enter construction careers with 
middle-class wages and defined 
benefits

Plans for a larger facility will 
increase the organization’s abil-
ity to training more participants, 
from 100 to 200 annually. The ex-
pansion will also support business 
equity in the community through 
the use of certified Minority, 
Women Owned and Emerging 
Small Business contractors and 
architects. Constructing Hope 
will complete funding of the 
$500,000 project through other 
grants and community donations.

Constructing Hope provides 
no-cost, 10 week construction 
training programs, placement 
services, and career advancement 
support. Graduates enter con-
struction apprenticeships that are 
the pathways to careers as car-
penters, laborers, roofers, elec-
tricians, iron workers, masons, 
painters, sheet metal workers, 
heavy equipment operators, and 
HVAC technicians.

Last year, the organization 
placed 83 graduates into employ-
ment with an average starting 
wage was $16.74 hourly.

Prior to entering the program 
these graduates faced barriers 
like a lack of work experience, 
little or no advanced education, 
experience with the criminal jus-
tice system, and race discrimina-
tion in the workplace.

Executive Director Patricia 
“Pat” Daniels says, “Construc-
tion is one of the few industries 
that will hire people with a crim-
inal record. For communities of 
color, who are overrepresented in 
the criminal justice system, this 
can be a life saver.” 

The program works by helping 

participants move from building 
small projects like a complex 
sawhorse to capstone projects 
like tiny house construction. Par-
ticipants get a head start toward 
employment with transportation 
support for their first job, driver’s 
license assistance, professional 
certifications, tools, work boots, 
and personal protective equip-
ment. At the same time, they 
learn life skills such as budget-
ing, personal goal setting, and ca-
reer development strategies.

Constructing Hope graduate 
Raleigh Morrison shared, “With 
a criminal background, Con-
structing Hope gave me opportu-
nity I didn’t think was possible.  
They’ve given me a whole new 
life.” So inspirational was Mor-
rison’s experience and resulting 
middle-class wage of $26.85 per 
hour; that two of his sons fol-
lowed in his footsteps and are 
currently working together on a 
large concrete project.

Community members who are 
unemployed and seeking no-cost 
construction training can visit 
constructinghope.org or call the 
front desk at 503-281-1234.
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We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

JJ
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LOCKED OUT?
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Fitness
with ‘JJ’ by Janita 

‘JJ’ Jones

The Flu 
Took Me 
Out!

Can we please give a round of applause for 
the worst flu season ever! Oh my goodness, 
when I say it took me out... I mean it took me 
out!

I was so weak I couldn’t even pick up my 
son. I went into urgent care and was given 
two bags of saline due to severe dehydration. 
This is not only my story but the story for a 
lot of us.

My social media feed is full of this nasty 
crud attacking families all around. The debate 
on whether to get a flu shot or not is not one I 
am looking to get into. Everyone is my fam-
ily got flu shots and every one in my family 
got the flu. Hydrating with Pedialyte became a 
staple in my fridge for three months. 

A simple stroll into the website for the Cen-
ters for Disease Control will show you that 
every week this year activity for influenza has 
increased. Face masks are a must if you are in 
close contact with potentially sick people. We 
have all been around that person that should 
have stayed home with all of their germs but 
decided to get out and spread the love anyway.

Continuously washing your hands and 
disinfecting high traffic areas is also a must. 
That means targeting door knobs, cell phones, 

steering wheels and shopping carts.
I had a friend ask me for any old school 

remedies to help kick her crud. The list was 
a pretty good compilation of some favorite 
health comforts, like Vicks or Euclyptus oil 
on the bottom of the feet with socks or us-
ing the menthol products in a steamy show-
er. Other aids are vegetable broth, jalapenos 
and hot sauce soup, sleep with a hat on your 
head, pho with garlic, ginger and apple cider 
vinegar.

When you are sick and under the weather 
do not expect to work out. Some people are 
able to sweat it out and stay active while sick. 
Depending on your level of sickness, the good 
old fashioned remedies of rest and relaxation 
may help you get on the path of recovery fast-
er! Listen to your body and do not over do it or 
push it until you are ready! 

Janita “JJ” Jones is a fitness professional 
and sports journalist for the Portland Ob-
server. Find her cheering on her alma ma-
ters the University of Nevada and Benson 
High School, chasing after her baby dragons, 
coaching amazing athletes or teaching exer-
cise classes. She can be reached via email at 
jj@theportlandobserver.com.

Need to publish a court document 
or notice? Need an affidavit of 
publication quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your notice for 
a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail:  

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L e g a L  N o t i c e s



 —Nicole Taylor, author of ‘Ask Nicky’
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Inspired to Keep Others Out of Gangs
Continued froM front

it’s my mom’s picture that’s over 
my shoulder, so it just made me 
think, ‘she’s watching over me,” 
Taylor said.  “I promised her I 
wouldn’t stop.”

Taylor said the movie, which 
she collaborated with a former ri-
val gang member to create, is also 
set to premiere at the Los Angeles 
Film Festival later this year. 

“I promise you I am so excited 
about this. Lord, I can’t believe 
this,” she said. 

New sections of her book were 
also added to include modules 
on cyber-bullying, domestic vio-
lence, and mental health—using 

stories others have shared to make 
the curriculum well rounded. 

Taylor is also one of the found-
ers of Neighbors Against Vio-
lence, a community organization 
founded by other female former 
gang members.

She said she witnessed first-
hand the beginning of Portland’s 
history with gangs brought in from 
California in the 1980s. The film 
goes back even before that when 
many of her friends were affiliated 
with a gang called “15th Hood” in 
northeast Portland which became 
the “Woodlawn Bloods” when the 
larger gangs arrived, she said.

Taylor was a witness to the 
first confirmed Bloods gang slay-
ing which happened right outside 
her house as she celebrated her 
“Sweet 16” party in October 1987.

“I wasn’t in the gang at that 
time,” Taylor said. “I was friends 
with the Crips and I was friends 
with the Bloods. But you can’t 
control your whole environment 
that you’re in.”

Distressed by the killing and 
suffering from the shock of a 
seeing a church pastor drop dead 
from natural causes in the middle 

of a sermon the next day, Taylor, 
unfortunately, found comfort from 
the dozen or so Blood members 
on her neighborhood corner. They 
enveloped her into their bosom. 
That same day she threw on a red 
Pendleton and started down the 
path of gang banging for the next 
decade.

 “I used to wake up be like 
‘damn, who am I going to shoot 
today?’ You know, for real. That 
was our thing.” Taylor said. “It’s 
crazy ‘cause now-a-days we got 
Crips killing Crips and Bloods 
killing Bloods.” 

She stopped her gang activity 
briefly in the 90s when she started 
popping pills to cope. 

“I think that has something to 
do with like depression--seeing 
too many bodies, going to too 
many funerals, and being shot,” 
Taylor said. “Your bones never, 
they never come back to nor-
mal. I be achin’ in this cold,” she 
lamented.

When Taylor became pregnant 

in 1999 she began to rethink her 
lifestyle.

“It just all came like domino 
effect.”

Knowing she didn’t want her 
son involved in gangs, she de-
cided to write a book to serve as 
a cautionary tale for the next gen-
eration, preceding her son’s birth 
in 2000.

Taylor recalled a time at the 
height of her gang involvement 
when her auntie plucked her 
from a street corner where she 
was dealing weed and took her 
to church, returning only to find 
a yellow-taped crime scene and 
somebody dead lying right where 
she had stood. She chalked up the 
close call to divine intervention. 

She also credits her grand-
mother, mother and auntie for be-
ing positive influences on her. 

In 2015, gang-related violence 
in Portland reached a peak with 
182 gang-related shootings, stab-
bings or assaults, the highest num-
ber since the bureau began track-
ing the data in 1998. More than a 
third of the 34 killings that year 
were believed to be gang-related. 
There were 81 gang-related shoot-

ings in 2017 and in January five 
homicides suspected to have had 
gang involvement occurred.

Taylor now dedicates her life 
to keeping the next generation out 
of the gang life. Her book, Ask 
Nicky, which comes in a teacher 
and student edition, has a built in 
curriculum of exercises and ac-
tivities designed to help young 
people make decisions that won’t 
negatively impact their futures. 
She has gone on tour with the 
book and plans another west coast 
tour with both the book and movie 
this spring. Eventually she’ll also 
release “The Nicole Taylor Story, 
Part Two,” currently in post-pro-
duction. Both the book and movie 
are available on Amazon.

Taylor also plans to expand the 
reach of her Neighbors Against 
Violence organization this sum-
mer by educating more youth 
about gangs and providing them 
with activities like t-shirt printing 
in a program called “Lots of Love 
Factory.”

I wasn’t in the gang at 
that time. I was friends 
with the Crips and I was 
friends with the Bloods. 
But you can’t control your 
whole environment that 
you’re in.
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Voyage to Vietnan is a 
new Portland Children’s 

Museum exhibition to 
promote understanding 
of Vietnam culture and 

showcase the traditions, 
customs and values 

exemplified by the annual 
celebration of Tet.

Voyage to Vietnam
The Portland Children’s Muse-

um has opened a new exhibit giv-
ing children and their caregivers a 
delightful opportunity to discover 
the beauty, sights and sounds of 
Vietnam.

Voyage to Vietnam: Celebrat-
ing the Tet Festival showcases tra-
ditions, customs and values exem-
plified by the annual celebration of 
Tet. Through interactive exhibits, 
families will immerse themselves 
in Vietnamese culture, gain appre-
ciation for traditions, values, and 
daily experiences of people who 
live in Vietnam, and discover sim-
ilarities and differences between 

their lives in the U.S. and the lives 
of children in Vietnam. 

“This exhibit advances our 
museum’s commitment to inclu-
sion and global understanding 
as we learn about the similarities 
and differences of family cele-
brations,” said Ruth Shelly, the 
Portland Children’s Museum’s ex-
ecutive director. “My hope is that 
seeing Vietnam through the eyes 
of children will make us all more 
empathetic and appreciative of the 
rich cultural diversity within our 
own community.”

 Voyage to Vietnam runs 
through May 6.

Photo by PatriCk WeishaMPel/blankeye.tv

Love in Unlikely Places
Tina Chilip stars as the waitress and Ryan Vincent Anderson as 
the policeman in “Kodachrome” a world premiere play about 
characters trying to connect – to love, themselves, to someone 
else -- or in some cases to disconnect. The production originated 
with Portland’s JAW: A Playwrights Festival in 2015. Now showing 
through March 18 at The Armory, downtown. Tickets start at $25.
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The two-week Portland International Film Festival opens Thursday, Feb. 15 with two showings of ‘The Death of Stalin,’ a satiric depiction of the frantic power struggle that 
ensued when Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin died. The opening night screenings will be held at the Portland Art Museum and Regal Fox Tower.

A Lens to 

the World

Getting immersed 
into an array of 
cultures at PIFF
by darleen ortega

My favorite time of year is about to be-
gin!  Two weeks of world cinema will be 
scattered all over the city as the Portland 
International Film Festival begins Thurs-
day, Feb. 16 and continues until March 1.  
It’s a refreshing change from the overly 
art-directed recycled stories that dominate 
so much Hollywood fare, and a chance to 
see stories from all over the world and dip 
into an array of cultures.  57 countries are 
represented in 90 feature-length films and a 
variety of short films as well.  

The opening night film, playing in two 
venues, is “The Death of Stalin,” from the 
United Kingdom.  Written and directed by 
Armando Iannucci, who also wrote and di-
rected the hilarious “In the Loop,” the film 
is a satiric depiction of the frantic power 
struggle that ensued when Joseph Stalin 
dropped dead.  Like “In the Loop,” it prom-
ises a fiercely funny, rapid-fire takedown of 

bureaucratic dysfunction.  
From then on, each weekday evening 

and full weekend days until March 1 offer 
a dazzling array of options.  Among them:

“Hochelaga, Land of Souls” is my ear-
ly favorite; it was Canada’s submission for 
the Academy Awards, and should have but 
didn’t secure a nomination for best foreign 
language film. It’s a complex and mov-
ing exploration of the various generations 
of people who have lived in the land that 
we now know as Montreal, but centers the 

perspectives of indigenous people in a way 
that we basically never see on film. The first 
scenes are set in 1267 after a battle deci-
mates an Iroquois community and a shaman 
intones prayers over the lost warriors. The 
film returns often to those prayers, which 
set the tone for a view of the land itself and 
of successive generations that resets our 
perspective on whose influence on North 
American land runs deepest. 

The film’s central story involves a pres-
ent-day archaeological dig headed by a grad-

uate student of Mohawk descent, moving 
back to various periods of Quebec history 
reflected in the findings of the dig.  At each 
historical moment, indigenous perspectives 
are honored and, in most, are prominent and 
even central, and the film constructs a sense 
of reverence for ancestors and of connected-
ness across various generations and cultures 
that I can’t recall ever seeing attempted in 
a studio release.  All of the 300 indigenous 
characters and extras are played by indig-
enous people, and the film paves a way to 
disconnect from centering white/European 
perspectives and to respect our connections 
to prior generations that moved me deeply. It 
plays on Feb. 19 and 21 and is worth priori-
tizing, since a U.S. release may not happen; 
critics appear to miss its significance beyond 
its depiction of Canadian history.

“Lean on Pete” is a British production 
that tells an American story set and shot 
in Oregon.  It centers on Charlie, a gentle 
15-year-old boy living an increasingly pre-
carious existence. He lives on the edge of 
poverty with his father, whom he loves but 
who offers him little in the way of guidance, 

Continued on Page 14
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photo by Kathy Street, courteSy of the oregon Zoo

New Kids on the Block
Three newly arrived baby goats receive a bottle 
feeding behind the scenes at the Oregon Zoo. 
The goats made their debut last week joining the 
resident chickens, sheep and adult goats at the 
zoo’s Family Farm area.

SHARON MAXWELL
971-225-2833

Vote on May 15, 2018
for

Multnomah County Commissioner
District #2

www.sharon4county2@wordpress.com
   email: sharon4county2@gmail.com
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B U S I N E S S G u i d e

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Seasonal
Clean Up 
Special!

E-Waste • Car Towing
Appliances • Debris 

Scrap Metal • Recycling

ABLE ARM Reycling
(503) 545-3160

Double J
Tires

New & Used Tires

Overstock & Used Tires
$20 & up   Priced To Sell

All tires mounted & balanced 
on the car, out the door – no 

additives.
Free stock wheels w/ purchase of 

any new or used tire
limited to stock on hand 30 years 

in business

2 locations to Serve You
6841 NE MLK, Portland   

503-283-9437
4510 SE 52nd & Holgate  

503-771-1834

Bennetts 
Janitorial 

Services LLC

30 yrs. Cleaning
Experience

503-960-4491
walterbennett1554@gmail.com 

Licensed & Bonded

Black Film Fest -- The 
nonprofit Hollywood 
Theater hosts a month long 

c i n e m a t -
ic showcase of 
African-American stars and 
filmmakers for Black History 
Month. Actor Joe Morton will 
join the festival for special 
screening of his 1984 film ‘The 
Brother from Another Planet,’ 
on Saturday, Feb. 24 at 7 p.m., 
with Q&A to follow. A com-
plete festival lineup is available 
at hollywoodtheatre.org.

Everybody Reads -- Multnomah County Library’s 
16th annual community read-
ing program is underway with 
5,750 copies of Moshin Ha-
mid’s ‘Exit West’ now being 
distributed across the district 
so readers and students can 
engage with the book’s themes 
of safety, migration, displace-
ment and conflict. Hamid 
will speak on Thursday, April 
5 at 7:30 p.m. at the Arlene 
Schnitzer Concert Hall in a public talk presented by 
Literary Arts. 

Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman Sylvester 
plays Friday, Feb. 16 at the Vinyl Tap; Friday, Feb. 23 
at Clyde’s; Saturday, Feb. 24 as a guest of Ants in the 
Kitchen at Al’s Den; and Saturday, Feb. 28 at the Half 
Penny in Salem.

Black History Festival NW -- World Stage Theatre, a 
multi-cultural local organization committed to perfor-
mances that inspire social reflection, hosts its first annual 
Black History Festival NW this month with the stage 
performance “Who I Am Celebrating Me.” There’s also 
a game night at Jefferson High School on Saturday, Feb 
17, and a Black History Unity Gala at Self Enhance-
ment, Inc., featuring ESPN correspondent Jemele Hill 
as the keynote speaker, on Saturday, Feb. 24. For more 
information, visit blackhistoryfestival.org.

OMSI Exhibit on Arctic Thaw -- “Digging into 
Permafrost” is a new exhibit at OMSI addressing the 
subject of climate change as viewed through the lens 
of a thawing Arctic using exciting interactive features 
such as an Alaskan permafrost tunnel replica, fossil 
research stations and interactive games.

Priced-Out Documentary -- The Beaverton City Li-
brary presents the documentary ‘Priced Out: 15 Years 

of Gentrification in 
Portland, Oregon’ on 

Sunday, Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. The 
feature-length film by Cornelius 

Swart explores the complexities and 
contradictions of gentrification and what neighbor-
hood life means after the era of ‘the ghetto.’

Valentine Dinner and Show -- Portland entertain-
er Tony Starlight and the Tony Starlight Showroom, 
1125 S.E. Madison, is celebrating Valentine’s Day 
with two shows, one featuring favorites for lovers 
and dancers in mind on Wednesday, Feb. 14 at 8 
p.m., and the other playing love songs by request 
on Saturday, Feb. 17 at 8 p.m. Tickets available at 
tonystarlight.com

Music of John Williams -- Music from some of 
John Williams’ most memorable scores, including 
Jaws, E.T. The Extra Terrestrial to the Star Wars 
franchise will take center stage when the Oregon 
Symphony, with Principal Pops Conductor Jeff 
Tyzik, performs on Saturday, Feb. 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall. For more in-
formation, visit orsymphony.org.

History Hub -- Oregon Historical Society exhib-
it for young people explores the topic of diversity 
with interactive objects and pictures that tell the 
stories of the people of Oregon, past and present. 
With puzzles, touch screen activities and board 
games, History Hub asks students to consider ques-
tions like “Who is an Oregonian?,” “How has dis-
crimination and segregation affected people who 
live in Oregon?,” and “How can you make Oregon 
a great place for everyone?”

Zoo for All -- The Oregon Zoo has launched “Zoo 
for All,” a new discount program that provides $5 
admission for low income individuals and families. 
Visitors may purchase up to six of the $5 tickets 
by brining a photo ID and documentation showing 
they participate in low income service, like the Or-
egon Trial Card, Medicaid, Section 8, Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families, and Head Start.

Discount Tickets -- Low income families and indi-
viduals can purchase $5 tickets to classical musical 
performances in Portland as part of a program called 
Music for All. Participating organizations include the 
Oregon Symphony, Portland Opera, Oregon Ballet 
Theater, Chamber Music Northwest, Portland Youth 
Philharmonic, Portland Baroque Orchestra, Friends 
of Chamber Music, Portland Chamber Orchestra, 
Portland Piano International, Portland Symphonic 
Choir, Cappella Romana and Portland Vocal Consort.

CPR Classes Offered
Basic Life Support Provider

BLS Provider Skills
Heartsaver First Aid

CPR & AED

RN Consultation
Assessment, Delegation,  

PRN Guidlines, etc...

MoZetta Zion, MSN, RN

503-781-7309
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood atmosphere.

Cannon’s 
rib exPress

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat: 11a- 9p

State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

Advertise with diversity 
in The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 
or email ads@portlandobserver.com

The history of Native American peoples are unearthed from a long-vanished Canadian village and a 
reverence for ancestors and of connectedness across generations comes to life in Francois Girard’s 
‘Hochelaga, Land of Souls,’ one of the dramas coming Monday, Feb. 19 and Wednesday, Feb. 21 to 
the Portland International Film Festival.

‘Our Time Will Come,’ the work of Hong Kong director Ann Hui, 
tells a story of the Hong Kong underground during the Japanese 
occupation of World War II. The film is one of the 136 films and 48 
shorts to be screened this month at the Portland International Film 
Festival. For a complete schedule, visit nwfilm.org.

A Lens to the World
safety, or even emotional and 
physical sustenance. Charlie takes 
a job working for a man who races 
horses and develops a bond with a 
horse named Lean on Pete; a nat-
ural at working with horses, Char-
lie’s work leads him to a dawning 
recognition of the harshness of the 
horse-racing world just as his own 
world crumbles. Anchored by the 
remarkable performance of Char-
lie Plummer as Charlie, the film 
is a perceptive depiction of the 
American underclass, revealing 
with compassionate but clear eyes 
the little lies that adults tell them-
selves in order to avoid looking at 
their vulnerability and culpability.  
Watching Charlie’s vulnerability 
made me weep for all the children 
who somehow manage to survive 
unthinkable odds while suffering 
right in plain sight.  The film plays 
on Wednesday, Feb. 28.

“The Third Murder” from Ja-
pan is a compelling crime drama 
that asks bigger questions about 
the nature of truth and what qual-
ifies one to judge another person. 
The story revolves around a law-
yer who takes the open-and-shut 
case of man who has confessed to 
a murder that would be his third, 
of his former boss, the owner of 
small factory. The defendant tells 
wildly inconsistent stories and 
does not present as one would ex-
pect from a serial murderer.  The 
lawyer, the son of a prominent 
judge who convicted the defen-
dant of the murder of two loan 
sharks 30 years before, is motivat-
ed by a desire to find a good le-
gal angle, and the meetings of the 
defense team feel more like script 
meetings than a search for the 
truth. But as the investigation and 
each confusing conversation with 
the defendant raises more ques-
tions, the lawyer finds himself 
drawn into a quest for the truth 

that humanizes him in surprising 
ways.  The film plays on Sunday, 
Feb. 18 and Sunday, Feb. 25.

“Our Time Will Come,” the 
work of Hong Kong director Ann 
Hui, tells a story of the Hong 
Kong underground during the Jap-
anese occupation in World War II. 
The film focuses on a number of 
stories, primarily that of an ear-
nest primary-school teacher, Fang 

Lan, who lives with her mother 
and becomes radicalized after 
seeing how a visiting intellectual 
whom she admires is smuggled to 
safety by members of the Dong-
jiang guerrillas. Fang is then re-
cruited by the fierce guerilla lead-
er, Blackie Lau, and eventually 
becomes a leader herself. While 
the film is in many ways standard 
patriotic fare, director Hui focuses 
on more personal stories, such as 
Fang’s relationship with her moth-
er, and her ex-boyfriend’s quiet 
courage working for the Japanese 
undercover. It’s an interesting 

window into a chapter of Hong 
Kong history that is little known 
in the West. It plays on Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, and Thursday, March 1.

You can find info and order tick-
ets or a screening pass at www.nw-
film.org or at the box office inside 
the art museum. Paper guides are 
all over town and the online guide 
contains links to previews of most 
of the films. It pays to show up at 

least a half hour ahead of every 
show with an advance ticket, as 
Portland demonstrates every year 
what a great movie town it is by the 
enthusiastic audiences who come 
out in force. I’ll have more reviews 
next week of some of the 40 films 
I plan to see. Come join the feast!

Darleen Ortega is a judge on 
the Oregon Court of Appeals and 
the first woman of color to serve 
in that capacity. Her movie review 
column Opinionated Judge ap-
pears regularly in The Portland 
Observer. Find her movie blog at 
opinionatedjudge.blogspot.com.

Continued froM Page 11
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Calendar
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Nat. Freedom Day
Robinson Crusoe Day
Langston Hughes, 
1902-1967 (writer)

Groundhog Day
William Artis, 1914-
1977 (ceramacist 
and sculptor)

Elizabeth Blackwell 
born 1821 (1st 
female doctor)

Dennis Edwards, 
1943-2018, R&B 
Singer

Create a Vacuum 
Day

Rosa Parks born, 
1913 (civil rights 
leader)

Weatherman’s Day
Disaster Day
Henry “Hank” 
Aaron, 1934- (Co-
median, actor)

Monopoly Board 
Game Goes on 
Sale in Stores, 
1935

Charles Dickens 
born, 1812

Laura Ingalls Wild-
er born, 1867

Gary Coleman, 
1968-2010 (Actor, 
1970s and 1980s 
television child 
star)

Alice Walker, 1944- 
(Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author)

Toothache Day

Umbrella Day
Leontyne Price, 
1927- (Award-win-
ning operatic 
soprano)

National Inventors’ 
Day (In honor of 
Thomas Edison’s 
birthday)

White T-Shirt Day

Arsenio Hall, 1956- 
(Actor, Comedian)

Abraham Lincoln 
born, 1809 (16th 
President)

Mardi Gras 
Emmett J. Scott, 
1873-1957 (Chief 
aide to Booker T. 
Washington)

Frederick Douglass, 
1818-1895 (Ex-
slave, abolitionist, 
statesman)

Valentine’s Day

Brian Holland, 1941- 
(Songwriter &  
Record Producer)

Susan B. Anthony 
born, 1820

Chinese New Year 
- Year of the Dog

Levar Burton, 1957- 
(Actor and Televi-
sion peronality)

Random Acts of 
Kindness Day

Michael Jordan, 
1963- (Basketball 
Superstar)

Pluto, Discovered, 
1930

Toni Morrison, 1931- 
(Nobel & Pulitzer 
Prize author)

President’s Day
William “Smokey” 
Robinson, 1940- 
(Grammy-winning 
Music Legend)

John Glenn Orbits 
Earth. 1962

Sidney Poitier, 1927- 
(Acadamy award 
winning Actor)

Malcom X Assassi-
nated (1965)

Nina Simone, 1933-
2003 (musician, 
civil-rights activist)

George Washing-
ton born, 1732

Julius Erving, 1950- 
(boxing champion 
in 6 catagories)

International Dog 
Biscuit Apprecia-
tion Day

U.S. Flag raised at 
Iwo Jima (1945)

Steve Jobs born, 
1955

Quiet Day
Donald Quarrie, 
1951- (Olympic 
gold medalist 
sprinter)

“Fats” Domi-
no, 1928-2017 
(best-selling R&B 
artist)

Marian Anderson, 
1897-1993 in Port-
land OR (opera 
singer)

Polar Bear Day

Public Sleeping 
Day

Charles A. “Bubba” 
Smith, 1945- (NFL 
player. actor)

February is Black History Month. Famous and 
influencial black individual’s birthdays throughout 
the month are included below. Also see listings 
throughout the year at http://www.blackintime.
info/black-birthday-monthly.html
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

New Prices 
Effective
April 1, 2017

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL                                       

PRICES & SERVICES                                                    
Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $49.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 
Area/Oriental Rugs:  
 $25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):                                                                    
$40.00 Minimum 
Heavily Soiled Area: 
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying) Morally Dead and Leaves Vulnerable Children Behind

Trump’s address 
was silent 
on shameful 
problems
by Marian Wright edelMan

As I listened to Pres-
ident Trump’s State of 
the Union Address wait-
ing to hear even a kernel 
of hope for our coun-
try’s most vulnerable 
children I became more 
and more distressed 
and disgusted as these children’s 
needs were once again left be-
hind along with the values of the 
America and all great faiths that 
so many of us love and respect. 

The President’s address was 
silent on the shameful problems 
of homelessness, hunger, the lack 
of poor quality early childhood 
and educational opportunities, 
needed reforms in our child wel-
fare and juvenile justice systems, 
and the violence that plagues too 
many children in their families 
and communities that I laid out in 

a letter urging him to address the 
state of America’s children. This 
silence is a national embarrass-
ment. 

While the address included 
a few broad brushstrokes that 
might help improve the odds for 
some children, at best these solu-
tions would fill only a very small 

hole in the moral chasm 
of child needs – help to 
grow up healthy, safe, 
educated and excited 
about the future.

The President drama-
tized the horrible effect 
of the opioid crisis that 

is ravaging our country but failed 
to commit to the urgently need-
ed investments necessary to help 
babies and other children who 
are its faultless littlest victims or 
their families. He spoke about 
getting tough on “drug dealers 
and pushers” but was not clear 
that pharmaceutical companies 
or physicians contributing to the 
crisis were targets. And there was 
no attention – none – to the great 
need for investments in treatment. 

The President highlighted 
important job growth but made 

no mention of the critical need 
for safe, quality and affordable 
child care to enable parents to 
take these jobs. The $1.5 trillion 
in federal, state and local state 
investments mentioned in infra-
structure improvements included 
no recognition that today’s chil-
dren will form the core of tomor-
row’s workforce, but millions 
– especially the more than 13.2 
million living in poverty – need 
significant investments in their 
own futures before they can con-
tribute to our nation’s future. 

Other references were grossly 
at odds with the actual challeng-
es threatening children today. 
The President’s pride that “we 
are totally defending our Second 
Amendment” ignored the fact 
that most recent data show eight 
children and teens killed by guns 
every day. There was no sign of 
a commitment to protect children 
over guns. 

Immigration was perhaps the 
saddest discussion of all as we 
see the lives of almost two mil-
lion young people with promising 
futures and eager to contribute to 
our land being held hostage for a 

border wall and anti-family pol-
icies that threaten the safety and 
stability of many seeking refuge 
in our country – for most the only 
country they know.

His comment that “Americans 
are dreamers too” sowed more 
ugly seeds of division and dissent 
and his highlighting the tragic 
MS-13 murders of two young 
girls stoked the flames of hate 
and fear that we have felt too of-
ten over the last year.

I urge the President and all 
of us to recall Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s truth: “Darkness can-
not drive out darkness; only light 
can do that. Hate cannot drive out 
hate; only love can do that.” Pro-
tections for Dreamers in our land 
– their land – must be preserved.

A nation that does not stand for 
children does not stand for any-
thing and will not stand blame-
less before God when asked to 
account for every sacred child en-
trusted to our care and protection. 
Our nation’s children deserve 
better. We all deserve better.

Marian Wright Edelman is 
President of the Children’s De-
fense Fund.
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Martin Luther King Jr. and Passing the Baton
Reviving an anti-
poverty crusade
by MarC h. Morial

“We read one day, ‘We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable 
Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness.’ But if a man doesn’t have a job 
or an income, he has neither life nor liberty 
nor the possibility for the pursuit of hap-
piness. He merely exists.”  — Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

It is near universally known that Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. had a dream. For 
the most part, that dream is closely tied to 
his courageous work around racial inequal-
ity and injustice. This dream conjures up 
images of little black boys and girls join-
ing hands with little white boys and girls as 
brothers and sisters. 

But Dr. King had another dream. It was 
a dream of economic justice for all of our 
nation’s poor. Tragically cut down by an 
assassin’s bullet before the start of the new 
Poor People’s Campaign, Dr. King would 
not live to see the launch of his dream for 
economic justice. Fifty years later, as the 
baton passes from the legacy of Dr. King 

to the leadership of Rev. William J. Barber 
II, the poor of our nation have another ad-
vocate to fight on their behalf.  

Rev. Barber is no stranger to so-
cial justice movements centered on 
fighting for the poor and the most 
vulnerable. During his time as the 
president of the NAACP’s North Car-
olina chapter, Rev. Barber led “Moral 
Mondays” protests at the North Caro-
lina state house. His coalition of pro-
testers transcended race, socio-eco-

nomic or ideological divides. They were 
united in a multi-issue struggle, mirroring 
the kind of coalition Dr. King and Ralph 
Abernathy envisioned for the Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign a half century ago. 

The conditions of poverty that spurred 
Dr. King to action in 1968 continue to mo-
tivate Dr. Barber in 2018. According to the 
latest census figures, more than 40 million 
Americans live below the federal poverty 
line today. During Dr. King’s time, 35 mil-
lion Americans lived in poverty. While the 
latest job figures show that racial gaps in 
employment are slowly closing, yawning 
income inequality and the consolidation 
of wealth at the top of the economic food 
chain remain stubborn fixtures of our top-
one-percent centric economy. 

Dr. King spoke of “the presence of a 
kind of social insanity which could lead 
us to national ruin” in 1968. Today, we are 

bracing for the impact of the regressive 
Tax Reform law—legislation that per-
manently cuts taxes for corporations, but 
offers this relief temporarily for middle 
and working-class Americans. Members 
of Congress pushed hard to gives tax cuts 
and breaks to the wealthiest Americans, 
but have not found the same political will 
to fund the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, leaving millions of American 
children at risk of losing vital healthcare 
coverage. 

Politically, our country is a far cry from 
the “war on poverty” declared by President 
Lyndon Johnson in 1964, when the federal 
government’s priority was “not only to re-
lieve the symptoms of poverty, but to cure it 
and, above all, to prevent it.” Today, as we 
watch the social safety net is systematically 
unraveled beneath our feet, it is clear that 
we are fighting a targeted war on the poor.

For thousands, that fight will be fought 
under the banner of “The Poor People’s 
Campaign: A National Call for Moral Re-
vival,” led by Revs. Barber and Liz Theo-
haris. The agenda is “to challenge the evils 
of systemic racism, poverty, the war econ-
omy, ecological devastation and the na-
tion’s distorted morality” with close to five 
weeks of action at statehouses around our 
country and at our nation’s capital. 

We in the Urban League Movement were 
privileged to engage with Rev. Barber and 

discuss his mission and vision first-hand 
when he spoke at our 2017 Conference in 
St. Louis. His address left us energized and 
inspired to continue the work of my pre-
decessor, Whitney M. Young, who worked 
hand-in-hand with King and other leaders 
of the era as executive director of the pri-
mary civil rights organization dedicated to 
economic empowerment. 

The work of the Poor People’s Campaign 
culminated with a Poor People’s March on 
Washington shortly after Dr. King’s assas-
sination, and a six-week occupation of the 
Washington Mall by march participants 
and advocates. With campaign’s revival 
soon upon us, it is clear that the spirit of 
1968 is alive and well—and its spirit has a 
newfound home in Washington. 

I was recently honored with an invita-
tion to discuss Dr. King’s economic justice 
dream at the new exhibit of the National 
Museum of African American History and 
Culture, “City of Hope: Resurrection City 
& the 1968 Poor People’s Campaign.” We 
stood among the relics and pictures of past 
but felt very connected to our struggles in 
the present. Dr. King’s struggle remains 
our nation’s struggle, and we must contin-
ue to move towards equality and economic 
justice for all.

Marc H. Morial is president and chief 
executive officer of the National Urban 
League.

Handicapping African-American Progress for Decades
A war of ideas 
between black folk 
and white liberals
by osCar h. blayton

In January of 1963, I 
was in my senior year 
at my all-Black high 
school and required to 
take a course in U.S. 
Government.  Our 
teacher was a World 
War II veteran who was also the basket-
ball coach with an easy-going manner.  We 
spent more time discussing current events 
than dead presidents and supreme court 
justices.

The most recent civil rights demonstra-
tion was usually the topic of discourse. But 
one day, in the middle of that month, our 
teacher asked the class if we knew who 
Malcolm X was.  Every hand in the room 
went up. But when asked to explain who he 
was, few of us were able to say more than 
he was a “Black Muslim” and that he had 
once been in prison.

Two weeks earlier Malcolm had led 
a demonstration at New York County’s 
Criminal Court Building, in Manhattan, 
protesting police hostility toward two 
Nation of Islam Muslims who had been 
selling Muhammad Speaks newspapers 
in Times Square on Christmas Day. This 
demonstration received national attention 

and 30 years later was portrayed in Spike 
Lee’s film bearing Malcolm X’s name. But 
as a 17-year-old high school student at the 
time, I had not been paying much attention.

A few weeks later, Malcolm led a 
demonstration of 230 Muslims in Times 
Square, protesting police brutality.  Ameri-
ca was now paying even more attention to 
Malcolm X and the Nation of Islam. The 
immediate response from white America 
was that the Nation of Islam was subver-
sive and dangerous, a fringe group led by 
Elijah Muhammad and Malcolm X that 
preached a hatred of all white people.  

But a year earlier, in 1962, Malcolm 
had been speaking less about the racially 
skewed teachings of Elijah Muhammad 
and had begun getting more involved in 
seeking civil rights and justice for Afri-
can Americans. But the damage had been 
done. The worst of Malcolm X’s words 
were weaponized against him and he was 
declared as being beyond redemption. By 
the time of his assassination in February 
1965, he had been condemned as an anath-
ema to America and its values. This was a 
view held by conservatives, most liberals 
and many Blacks.

In January 1999, the United States Post-
al Service issued a stamp in honor of Mal-
colm X.

Malcolm could not have changed from 
the time of his assassination until his be-
ing honored by the Postal Service. He was 
dead. What had changed was America. It 
became clear to our nation that the wrongs 

and injustices against which Malcolm 
fought were real and his struggle had vir-
tue. Despite his offensive words in his ear-
lier career, Malcolm sought to make Amer-
ica a better place.

In recent weeks, news has surfaced that 
Barack Obama stood for a photograph in 
2005 with Minister Louis Farrakhan, the 
current leader of the Nation of Islam. The 
overheated reaction by numerous white 
liberals to this revelation is reminiscent of 
the reaction to Malcolm X 50 years ago. 
This inability of these white liberals to 
contextualize Malcolm X within the Amer-
ican fabric in 1965 and Louis Farrakhan in 
2018 reveals a daunting problem that has 
handicapped the progress of African Amer-
icans for many decades. Too many white 
liberals want to make Black folk in their 
own image. In the mental construct of the 
world they wish to create there is a place 
for Black folk, but not Black folk like Mal-
colm X or Louis Farrakhan. 

To some white liberals, the Malcolms 
and the Farrakhans are wrinkles in the 
American fabric that must be removed if 
a future liberal America is to be smooth. 
But those wrinkles have been created by 
centuries of racism, both in the U.S. and 
abroad and they cannot be removed with-
out destroying the fabric itself.

Too many white liberals see African 
Americans as two-dimensional cutouts 
that can be disbursed throughout a liberal 
America. Our presence would be devoid 
of our history of slavery, Jim Crow and 

modern-day oppression and the social 
complexities which they have created. Our 
presence would also be disconnected from 
other oppressed people of the world. In a 
word, our presence would be non-threat-
ening to the preferred world order of most 
white liberals.  But that is a white liberal 
fantasy that cannot exist in a world as com-
plex as ours.  It is a flawed national view 
and a flawed worldview.

One person who typifies the white liber-
als holding these flawed views is Alan Der-
showitz. The Harvard law professor emer-
itus has championed many liberal causes 
and shown himself to be deeply concerned 
with civil rights.  Nonetheless, he is report-
ed to have said on Fox News recently that 
had he known of the Obama – Farrakhan 
photograph taken in 2005, he would not 
have supported Obama’s presidential bid 
in 2008.

Citing offensive remarks attributed to 
Farrakhan about Judaism and Israel, Der-
showitz has denounced him as a subver-
sive, un-American anti-Semite.

The problems with Alan Dershowitz’s 
position regarding Obama’s taking a pic-
ture with Farrakhan are two-fold. First, by 
associating Obama with Farrakhan’s views 
he is painting with too broad a brush. Many 
politicians have their pictures taken with 
individuals with whom they do not agree 
politically or ideologically. In 2005, Farra-
khan, as a resident of Illinois, was one of 
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Maple Star is looking for 
a family just like yours…

…to partner with Maple 
Star Oregon to provide 
TreatmentFoster Care for 
some of our communities 
most vulnerable children. 
Portland’s foster children need 
you now more than ever. Maple 
Star Oregon serves children 
referred by the Department 
of Human Services as well as 
Multnomah County Department 
of Juvenile Justice.  Maple Star 
Oregon provides on its diverse 
population of foster parents 
and commitment to culturally 
sensitive care. Contact us to find 
out more about our experience, 
our extensive support and 
training, to learn more about 
requirements and certification, 
and how you can be the resource 
a child needs today. Contact 
Erin Granath @ Erin.granath@
pathways.com,  503.319.1062, 
or visit www.maplestaror.org for 
more information.

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking

Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility (PACR)
82nd Ave U-Turn Lane Addition

JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed Bids from 
qualified Trade Partners to provide construction services for the 

82nd Ave U-Turn Lane Addition on the PACR project.

Bids due 2:00pm PST February 16, 2018
Bids may be delivered to JE Dunn Construction via email to 

Robert Means at Robert.Means@jedunn.com.
Any Bid received after the specified date and time will not be considered.
A complete copy of the documents can be obtained by emailing 

Robert Means at Robert.Means@jedunn.com

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, Oregon 97209 • (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best 
value response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject 

all responses. This is an Equal Opportunity and encourages 
Minority, Woman, Veteran, and Emerging Small Business 

participation.
License Number: 109192

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
Portland Expo Center and 
Portland’5 Centers for the Arts 
and provides services that 
cross city limits and county 
lines including land use and 
transportation planning, parks 
and nature programs, and 
garbage and recycling systems.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
current openings and a link to 
our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
5 SE MLK

Portland, OR
Bid Package: #4

Roofing, Site, Interior Glazing and Specialties
(Includes Roofing, Traffic Coating, Interior Glazing, Toilet 
Compartments, Toilet & Bath Accessories, Wall and Door 

Protection, Fire Protection Specialties, Lockers, Bicycle Storage, 
Fireplaces, Window Coverings, Landscaping and Irrigation, 

Landscape Carpentry, and Site Concrete )
Bids Due: February 20th 2:00pm
Bid Documents: www.hoffmancorp.com/subcontractors

805 SW Broadway, Suite 2100, Portland, OR 97205
Phone (503) 221-8811  •  Bid Fax (503) 221-8888

BIDS@hoffmancorp.com
Hoffman is an equal opportunity employer and requests sub-bids from 
all interested firms including disadvantaged, minority, women, disabled 
veterans and emerging small business enterprises

OR CCB#28417 / LIC HOFFMCC164NC

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
PCRI Blandena Homeownership
Bids Due 3:00 PM, March 20, 2018 

Bids must be received at PCRI, 6329NE Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd., Portland, Oregon 97211 or by email to development@
pcrihome.org by the bid due time. Contractors are responsible 
for verifying that proposals are received in complete, legible and 
(if submitted via email) open-able formats. Submission in ZIP 
files is strongly discouraged. After receipt and review of all bids 
received, PCRI will invite a final group of bidders to meet with 
a selection team to highlight areas of their proposal or explain 
further any details. PCRI’s Blandena Homeownership project is 
to be a new-construction 6-unit townhome style condominium 
development on a single infill lot in North Portland. The project 
also involves deconstructing an existing single family home and 
preparing the site for the new construction development. PCRI 
has organizational and project goals to maximize participation 
of People of Color and women in the workforce and MBE/WBE-
owned firms constructing this project. Contractors should be 
prepared to detail their history or plans to maximize utilization 
of this workforce and contracting pool.

Bid Documents will be available beginning February 12, 2018 by 
contacting Travis Phillips at PCRI (development@pcrihome.org; 
(503) 288-2923 x116). Interested bidders may RSVP to attend 
a session to review the bid package and answer questions 
at 3:30 PM, February 26, 2018. The session is optional but 
strongly encouraged for all bidders to attend. In order to ensure 
timely response to all bidders, any explanation desired by a 
bidder regarding the meaning or interpretation of the Bidding 
Instructions, drawings, specifications, etc., must be requested 
by 12:00 PM February 28, 2018. Bid clarifications and follow-
up information will only be distributed to bidders who have 
contacted PCRI prior to February 28, 2018. Questions regarding 
this project should be directed to Travis Phillips at (503) 288-
2923 x116 or development@pcrihome.org.

Need to publish a court document or notice? Need an affidavit of 
publication quickly and efficiently? Please fax or e-mail your notice 
for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer
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Handicapping 
African-
American 
Progress for 
Decades
Continued froM Page 17

Obama’s constituents. Farrakhan 
also was the religious leader of 
many of Obama’s Illinois constit-
uents.

To categorically state that 
Obama should not have taken a 
picture with Farrakhan ignores the 
complexity of the African Ameri-
can community and takes Obama 
out of that context by asserting 
that his main concern should have 
been the comfort level of white 
liberals.

There is not enough room here 
to list the many interactions of 
Obama’s predecessors with con-
troversial figures that drew little 
attention, but I feel compelled to 
mention one. In 1915 Woodrow 
Wilson hosted a screening of D.W. 
Griffith’s extraordinarily racist 
film “Birth of a Nation.”  It was 
one of the first screenings of a film 
at the White House and members 
of Wilson’s cabinet were in atten-
dance along with their families. 
Wilson’s hosting the screening of 
“Birth of a Nation” barely rates 
a footnote in American history 
while Obama’s having his picture 
taken with Farrakhan has some 
white liberals like Dershowitz in 
conniptions.

The disparate responses to 
these two events point out a war 
of ideas between Black folk and 
many white liberals. A war that 
has simmered in this nation since 
its birth and continues to this day.

We can love our allies, and still 
have a concern that they do not 
speak against our interest when 
our interests diverge from theirs. 
Alan Dershowitz and others of our 
allies must come to understand 
this.

Oscar H. Blayton is a former 
Marine Corps combat pilot and 
human rights activist who practic-
es law in Virginia.
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The ReBuilding CenTeR (RBC)
is more than a store! Did you know that the ReBuilding 
Center has been serving the community for more than 
20 years? What are some ways that RBC can serve the 
community? Share your ideas with us at our Community 
Outreach Open House!

February 27th, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
(Scavenger hunt 5:15-5:45 p.m.)

The ReBuilding Center Commons
3625 N Mississippi Ave

Drop in and enjoy some 
refreshments, participate in 
a scavenger hunt, win prizes, 
network with others in the 
community, and learn about 
the ReBuilding Center’s 
Community Outreach 
Program, departments, 
services, and projects!

Hiring Now
• Barber •
• Stylist •
• Braider •

More Walk-Ins
More Phone Calls

If you can fade 
Please Apply

5601 NE MLK Jr. Blvd

503 309-6205

Geneva & Paul KnaulsObituary
Home Going Celebration for JT Tims

A Home Going celebration for our father J.T. Tims will be 
held Saturday, Feb.  17 at 11 a.m. at Ma-
ranatha Church, 4222 N.E. 12th Ave.  A re-
pass will commence following the service.

Viewing will take place at the church 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m., prior to the ser-
vice; and one day prior, Feb. 16 from 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Omega Funeral & Crema-
tion Services, 213 S.E. 122nd Ave. 

If you would like to send flowers or a 
card, please send them in care of Omega 
Funeral and Cremation Services at the ad-
dress above.

food
Ingredients:
• 1 pound kale, stemmed, chopped
• 3 tablespoons olive oil
• 3/4 teaspoon salt, divided
• 1/2 cup thinly sliced red onion
• 1/2 teaspoon toasted sesame 
seeds
• 1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
• 2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
• 1 garlic clove, minced 
• 14-ounce can unsalted chickpeas, 
rinsed, drained
• 1/4 teaspoon black pepper

Marinated 
Kale Salad

Directions:
1. Massage and coat kale with 
olive oil and 1/2 tspn salt large 
bowl for 2 minutes. Let stand at 
room temperature for 15 min-
utes to 1 hour.
2. Rinse onion in sieve. Com-
bine onion and sesame seeds in a 
small bowl. Combine juice, mus-
tard, and garlic in a small bowl.
3. Add all ingredients to soft-
ened kale; toss well. Top with 
onion mixture.

J. T. Tims
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