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Displacement of African-Americans in 1970s Portland is captured in ‘Left Hook,’ a new play inspired by the Knott Street Boxing 
Club and the urban renewal projects that forced people out of their historical neighborhoods. The production premiers for the 
Vanport Mosaic Festival, a community wide festival that commemorates the 1948 Portland flood that displaced thousands of 
people of color. Pictured are cast members (top row, center) Shareen Jacobs; (middle row from left) Tonea Lolin and Jasper 
Howard; and (bottom row from left) Anthony Armstrong, Kenneth Dembo, and Jame Savannah. 

‘Left Hook’ to Displacement
New play 
premieres for 
Vanport Mosaic
by Danny Peterson

The Portland Observer

A new play that touches on the history 
of displacement in 1970s Portland, where 
hundreds of homes and businesses were 
razed in historical black neighborhoods, 
will debut next week as part of the Vanport 
Mosaic Festival.

“Left Hook” is inspired in part by the 
history of the Knott Street Boxing Club 
and the urban renewal projects that dis-
rupted a once vibrant neighborhood. It is a 
follow up to playwright Rich Rubin’s 2016 
play “Cottonwood in the Flood,” which 
was about Vanport and the May 30, 1948 
Memorial Day flood that destroyed the 
Portland town 70 years ago.

The new play focuses on a hub of thriv-
ing African American businesses and 
homes in the Albina District of north and 
northeast Portland where many former 
Vanport residents resided. Several blocks 
of the neighborhood were eventually razed 
when urban renewal projects spurred 
the expansion of Emanuel Hospital and 
prompted the demolition of about 300 
homes of mostly African American fami-
lies who were then forced to relocate.

‘Left Hook” has an all African-Amer-
ican and local cast and uses the story of 
Knott Street to tell a story about a fictitious 
boxing gym whose future is made uncer-
tain by the changes. 

Damaris Webb, a Portland native and 
African American theater maker, is once 
again helming the role of director for Ru-
bin’s play after bringing his Cottonwood in 
the Flood to life on the stage two years ago.

She is the co-founder and director of 
the Vanport Mosaic, a non-profit that en-
gages the community through storytelling, 
art, education, and media about forgotten 
local histories. The effort was first started 
by Laura Lo Forti, a self-described ‘story 
midwife’ and ‘recovering journalist,’ who 
began working with elders in the commu-

Continued on Page 4

Writing to Make 
a Difference
Local playwright 
finds groove 
after hiatus
See Metro, page 9
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The Week in Review

Embassy Protesters Killed
More than 60 people, including 
eight children, were killed by 
the Israeli military in Palestin-
ian protests that erupted Monday 
along the Gaza border as the U.S. 
opened its new embassy in Jeru-
salem more than 50 miles away, 
Palestinian authorities said.  The 
deaths along with injuries to over 
2,400 people made it the deadliest 

and most violent day there since 
the 2014 Gaza war.

Wanted Man Shot by Deputy
An undercover Multnomah 
County deputy shot a driver who 
backed into his unmarked police 
vehicle at a Burger King parking 
lot near Mall 205 Monday after 
officers approached him about an 
outstanding warrant for attempt-
ed murder, authorities said. The 
injured man, Vzasile Manta, 36, 
was taken to a hospital in critical 
condition.

No Charges in Police Shooting
A Multnomah County grand jury 
determined last week that police 
officers were justified in the use 

of deadly force in an officer in-
volved shooting at the City Minis-
tries homeless shelter in southeast 
Portland last April 7.  Police were 
pursuing John Andrew Elifritz, 
48, on other charges when he sud-
denly entered the building and 
was killed in a confrontation.

School Shooter  
Sentence Upheld
A man who as a teenager killed 
his parents and then went on to 
kill two people and wound 26 oth-
ers in a 1998 shooting at Thurston 
High School in Springfield lost an 
appeal Thursday seeking to reduce 
his 111-year sentence. The Ore-
gon Supreme Court ruled that Kip 
Kinkel’s sentence was not cruel 
and unusual punishment despite 
a law that shields minors in many 
cases from life sentences.

Sunshine Dairy Site Closing
Sunshine Dairy in northeast Port-
land, known for its big, spinning 
milk carton on the roof outside, 
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
last week and said it will close the 
historic 21st Avenue facility. The 
company will continue to operate 
a separate location on Northeast 
Halsey with some of Sunshine’s 
100 employees remaining with the 
company and some joining com-
petitor Alpenrose, officials said.

2nd Vote for a Union
Workers at a second Burgerville 
restaurant, this one at 191st and 
Southeast McLoughlin Boulevard, 
voted in favor of forming a union 
by secret ballot during a weekend 
election overseen by the Nation-
al Labor Relations Board. Last 
month, workers at another Burger-
ville, at 3504 S.E. 92nd Ave., were 
the first to vote to unionize.

Hotelier Named Ambassador 
President Donald Trump Friday 
formally nominated Portland ho-
telier Gordon Sondland  to serve 
as the U.S. ambassador to the Eu-
ropean Union. Sondland manages 
10 hotels in Portland including the 
Heathman, Sentinel, Lucia and 
deLuxe. He donated $1 million to 
the Trump inaugural committee in 
November 2016.

We Are Better Together
Portland Police Chief Danielle Outlaw and Portland Observer Publisher Mark Washington 
meet at Friday’s Portland City Forum. Washington was Mayor Ted Wheeler’s “We are Better 
Together” guest and Outlaw was the forum speaker, sharing her experience and reflections 
as a young officer rising through the ranks of the Oakland Police Department, her brief 
tenure in Portland as the first African American female chief, and her plans to make a 
difference in our community.

photo by Tiffani Penson
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School District Faulted in Probe
Inaction over decades by Port-

land School District supervisors 
and inadequate protocols to keep 
records of his multiple sexual mis-
conduct complaints on file,  may 
have enabled a former teacher, 
Mitch Whitehurst, to continue to 
work with students over a three 
decade-long period at multiple 
schools, an independent investi-
gative report released Thursday 
found. 

A lack of teaching training and 
disciple protocols that persist to 
this day, as well as the district’s 
failure to stop him, was also indic-
ative of a complete failure to  how 
Oregon’s largest school district 
handles sexual misconduct, the 
report said.

Part of the problem had to do 
with the purging of files, which 
is required by the teacher’s con-
tract, and may have enabled sex-

ual misconduct to continue when 
Whitehurst transferred to different 
schools. 

Whitehurst has denied the 
multiple sexual misconduct com-
plaints against him. He resigned 
under pressure in 2015 and his 
teacher license was revoked. The 
teacher licensing agency found 
students had made misconduct 
complaints against him going 
back to the 1980s.

photo by Danny Peterson/The Portland Observer

A makeshift memorial with flowers and messages of love appear on the doorstep of the late Eugene 
C. Gora’s welding and fabrication shop at the corner of Northeast Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
and Skidmore Street.  Police are investigating the murder of the 85-year-old after he was discovered 
dead in his garage on the property last Thursday.

Legacy Fabricator Killed
Community 
in shock after 
85-Year-old 
murdered 
by Danny Peterson

The Portland Observer

Community members of a 
northeast Portland neighborhood 
have been stunned by the mur-
der of an 85-year-old man whose 
welding shop was a landmark of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

A homicide investigation is 
ongoing for the death of Eugene 
C. Gora after he who was found 
dead in his welding shop in north-
east Portland Thursday. Gora had 
told a city housing inspector a few 
months prior that he had been re-
siding there for over four decades, 

a city official said. 
Police and emergency per-

sonnel confirmed Gora was dead 
when they arrived at his garage at 
4232 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. around 6:30pm Thursday in 
response to a call made by a friend 
of the deceased who discovered 
him unresponsive on his floor.

The circumstances of his death 
were noted as “suspicious-in-na-
ture,” according to a press release 
by Portland Police that same day 
and the Oregon State Medical Ex-
aminer’s office cited “homicidal 
violence” as the cause.

Gora was known in the neigh-
borhood as a skilled welder 
and fabricator who spent a de-
cades-long career at his shop, 
Gora’s Welding and Fabrication, 
making barbeques, trailers, and 
custom builds like the stainless 
steel swoops on the Niketown 

store on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard and Northeast Knott 
Street, just a few blocks from his 
shop. 

“He could weld whatever you 
had. And he could fabricate what-
ever,” Bart Colson, proprietor of 
Bart’s Swedish Formula, an auto 
repair shop next door to Gora’s 
shop, told the Portland Observer. 

Colson had seen Gora on a near 
daily basis and noted in recent 
years his vision and mobility had 
become limited. Lately, he’d got-
ten around using a walker while 
visiting local establishments, like 
the Miracles Club, a recovery cen-
ter, or the Heavenly Taste Café, 
both less than one block away, 
chatting up people in the neigh-
borhood. 

“He passed his skills and knowl-

Continued on Page 4
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2018 SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION

PACKETS
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High School Grads, College Students 
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PACKETS CAN BE 
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Patriciaanntrice@gmail.com 
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THE APPLICATION DEADLINE IS
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 The Della Mae Johnson 
Scholarship Foundation
2216 NE Killingsworth

Portland, OR 97211
(503) 284-0535

‘Left Hook’ to Displacement
Continued from Front

nity who once lived in or remem-
bered Vanport to curate and record 
their stories.

As Lo Forti was collecting 
these oral histories, she had got-
ten word that Webb was working 
on a play about Vanport, Cot-
tonwood in the Flood, through a 
mutual friend. They got in touch 
with each other and have been 
running Vanport Mosaic together, 
ever since. 

The community of Vanport was 
home to many groups including 
African-Americans, whites, Jap-
anese-Americans returning from 
internment during World War II, 
and Native Americans. It was one 
of the first integrated communi-
ties of its time in the state. 

By 1947 the town that once 
boasted 40,000 dwindled to half 
that, but 4,000 residents of col-

or stayed. That changed when 
the 1948 flood wiped out the 
community, even as the Port-
land Housing Authority was vy-
ing to dismantle it. The former 
residents were forced to move 
somewhere else, which for many 
blacks would end up being the 
Albina District.  

Due to a discriminatory lend-
ing practice that limited African 
American presence elsewhere 
in the city, known as redlining, 
many Portland blacks who sought 
rentals or buying a house were 
also sequestered to the Albina 
district.

Urban renewal efforts by the 
city, such as the construction of 
the Memorial Coliseum and the 
Interstate 5 freeway cut through 
north Portland neighborhoods in 
the 1960s, and the 1970s expan-
sion of Emanuel Hospital, created 
economic blight in the area and 

displaced hundreds. The hospital 
expansion permanently altered 
some of the district’s signature 
features and, in some areas, razed 
sections of neighborhood without 
developing anything on it.

Left Hook compresses the 
timeline of these events from a 
dozen years or more into a few 
months. It focuses on the return 
of African-American soldiers 
from Vietnam trying to find 
their place amid a transformed 
neighborhood; the Black Panther 
Movement; and a boxing club 
once integral to the community 
struggling to find a home.

The Left Hook Boxing Club 
is based on an amalgamation of 
many of the actual gyms in Port-
land at the time; in particular the 
Knott Street gym that still exists 
today from its current home out 
of the Matt Dishman Community 
Center in northeast Portland.

Continued from Page 3
edge on to lots of people,” Julia 
Colson, the co-owner of the au-
to-shop who sometimes trimmed 
Gora’s rose bushes, added. 

The Colsons noted they’d 
sometimes seen his door ajar, too. 

A makeshift memorial appar-
ently put together by neighbors 
and friends with flowers, messag-
es of love like “we miss you,” a 
candle, and a slice of apple pie 
were left on his doorstop Tuesday 
morning.

The property had three open 
complaint cases with the city of 
Portland Neighborhood Inspec-
tions Program, two related to the 
upkeep of his yard and one com-
plaint of illegal residency of the 
owner. 

Two complaints, both from 
Dec. 11, had not yet resulted in 
citations—a nuisance complaint 
of debris and hazardous material 
in Gora’s yard, and a complaint 

Legacy Fabricator Killed
of exterior storage of some of his 
possessions, including vehicles. 

A third complaint of illegal-
ly residing in the garage, which 
was marked for commercial use, 
did result in a citation on Jan. 31, 
Housing Inspection Supervisor 
Megan Greenauer told the Port-
land Observer.

Gora told a housing inspector 
he had been living on his property 
for the past 45 years, Greenauer 
added, but was actively working 
with the city to correct the com-
plaints.

“He was moving towards sell-
ing the property. We were work-
ing with him to make the occupa-
tion of the space more safe in the 
meantime,” she said. 

Gora even held an estate sale just 
two weeks ago, in the last weekend 
of April, where he sold some of 
his vehicles and other property in 
an apparent attempt to get clear his 
property, the Colsons said.

Police have said the circum-

stances of Gora’s death make 
them suspect homicide, and the 
cause of death was confirmed to 
be homicide-related, but It re-
mains confidential as to how ex-
actly police suspect the killing 
was implemented.

“In order to preserve the integ-
rity of this ongoing investigation, 
the Police Bureau is not releasing 
the specific cause of death,” Ser-
geant Chris Burley, the bureau’s 
Public Information Officer, told 
the Portland Observer via email 
Monday.

Portland Police Detective Divi-
sion’s Homicide Detail and crimi-
nalists with the Forensic Evidence 
Division were dispatched to in-
vestigate the killing, officials said. 

Anyone with information about 
the death should contact Detective 
Todd Gradwahl at 503-823-09991, 
Todd.Gradwahl@portlandoregon.
gov or Detective Brad Clifton at 
503-823-0696, Brad.Clifton@
portlandoregon.gov.
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Ilyasha Shabazz, the daughter of the late civil rights icon Malcom 
X, will be in Portland on Saturday, May 26 as a guest of the 
Portland NAACP and the keynote speaker at the local civil rights 
group’s fundraising brunch.

Malcolm X ’s 
Daughter to Visit
Activist to 
keynote Portland 
NAACP event
by Danny Peteron

The Portland Observer

Ilasah Shabazz, daughter of Af-
rican American Muslim minister 
and human rights leader Malcolm 
X, is coming to Portland Saturday, 
May 26 to be the keynote speak-
er at a fundraising brunch by the 
Portland NAACP.

The local civil rights organi-
zation is celebrating Malcolm 
X with a series of events, called 
the X Factor, which will also be 
a fundraiser for the organization. 
The celebration will also fall in 
line with Malcom X’s birthday.

Shabaaz has garnered a repu-
tation for being an ambassador of 
peace in her own right, promoting 
higher education for at-risk youth, 
giving motivational speeches, 
participating in civil rights activ-
ism, fostering interfaith dialogue 
to build connections between 
cultures for young leaders of the 
world, and facilitating humanitar-
ian delegations across the globe.

She is also an award winning 
author of several books including: 
Growing Up X, a coming of age 
memoir; Malcolm Little: The Boy 
Who Grew Up to Become Mal-
colm X, a children’s illustrated 
book; X, a Novel, a young adult 
historical fiction book; and her 
newest book, Betty Before X, a 
middle school historical fiction 
book about her mother that was 
co-authored by local writer Renée 
Watson.

Shabazz followed in her fa-
ther’s footsteps in more ways than 
one, retracing his steps to the Holy 
City of Mecca to explore religious 
and historical sites in Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt and Jordan. Malcolm X 

had done the same in 1964 when 
he distanced himself from the ra-
cially divisive teachings of the 
Nation of Islam and affirmed his 
Islamic faith as a way to reconcile 
racial tensions. 

The brunch is part of a week-
long celebration of NAACP Port-
land’s 104 years of service that 
includes fundraising, readings, 
and the announcement of a proc-
lamation for the city to officially 
recognize May 19, Malcolm X’s 
birthday, as Malcolm X day in 
Portland. 

“The city’s proclamation would 
serve as official recognition to the 
important work of Malcolm X and 
emphasize our city and its leaders 
[sic] commitment, to reshaping 
Oregon’s racist history,” an offi-
cial statement from NAACP Port-
land read.

Readings of Malcolm X and an 
auction will be held on Wednes-
day, May 23 at 7 p.m. at Po’Shines 
Café on 8139 N Denver Ave. For 
more information and tickets for 
the Shabazz event , visit xfactor.
ticketleap.com/xfactor.
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B U S I N E S S G u i d e

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Bennetts 
Janitorial 

Services LLC

30 yrs. Cleaning
Experience

503-960-4491
walterbennett1554@gmail.com 

Licensed & Bonded

CPR Classes Offered
Basic Life Support Provider

BLS Provider Skills
Heartsaver First Aid

CPR & AED

RN Consultation
Assessment, Delegation,  

PRN Guidlines, etc...

MoZetta Zion, MSN, RN

503-781-7309

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Samson Gets To Know Herd
Sampson (right, with tusks) spends some time outside 
with Chendra at the Oregon Zoo’s Elephant Lands. The 
encounter last week was the first since he arrived at 
the zoo on April 11 as caregivers begin to introduce the 
Asian elephant to his new family. “The female elephants 
are especially excited about Samson,” said zoo 
caregiver Bob Lee. “We anticipate a lot of vocalizing.”
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We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

Stylist
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&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Javier Nero, a four time international awarding winning jazz trombonist and composer originally 
from Portland, currently based in Miami, is slated to record his first full professional studio album. A 
crowd-sourcing campaign has been launched to help cover the expenses.

New Heights for Jazz Trombonist
Javier Nero, a young jazz 

trombonist, composer and 
bandleader who grew up in 
Portland and Vancouver, is 
slated to record his first full 
professional studio album in 
the coming weeks and a crowd 
sourcing campaign has been 
launched to help him cover the 
expenses.

Nero, 27, is a four time in-
ternational award winning so-
loist, composer and arranger. 
He graduated from Evergreen 
High School in Vancouver and 
has garnered a degree from the 
Juilliard School in New York 

City, and a doctorate from the 
Frost School of Music at the 
University of Miami. 

Currently based in Miami, 
he is performing, teaching and 
touring with various ensem-
bles, and is slated to record 
his first full album as a leader 
entitled “Freedom” later this 
month. The project will feature 
Shelly Berg and Brian Lynch, 
two Grammy Award winning 
musicians, and 10 of Javier’s 
all original compositions and 
arrangements.

An indiegogo “crowd-sourc-
ing” campaign was launched 

last month to help raise money 
to cover the many expenses that 
go into making a professional 
studio album. You can learn 
more about the project and do-
nate by searching for “Javier 
Nero” at indiegogo.com.

Advertise with diversity
in 

The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

or email 
ads@portlandobserver.com
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&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Lester Purry stars in ‘Fences,’ the August Wilson play about a husband, father, former athlete and 
garbage collector trying to define himself in 1950s Pittsburgh.  The play with its African-American 
narrative tackles issues of mental health and the impacts of racism. Now playing through June 10 at 
Portland Playhouse, 602 N.E. Prescott St.

Dismantling Barriers
Portland Playhouse presents 

‘Fences’ another August Wil-
son play with an amazing Afri-
can-American narrative where the 
issues of mental health and racism 
undergird a powerful and engag-
ing script.

The production opened this 
month at the theater’s newly ren-
ovated performance venue at 602 
N.E. Prescott St. and runs through 
June 10. It is the seventh of the late 
African American playwright’s 
10-play “American Century Cy-
cle” that the Playhouse has staged

Fences” is a story about Troy, a 
53-year-old black husband, father, 

“Fences’ drama at Portland Playhouse
former athlete and now garbage 
collector who struggles to define 
himself both inside and out of his 
1950s Pittsburgh home.  It asks 
“What makes us choose the things 
we keep at a distance and what we 
decide to let in?”

Lou Bellamy, the founding Ar-
tistic Director of Penumbra The-
atre Company, which has produced 
more August Wilson productions 
than any company in the world, in-
cluding the premiere of “Jitney!,” 
directs the Portland production.

In honor of Mental Health 
Month, a panel discussion aimed 
at dismantling barriers and ad-

dressing the needs of mental 
health access and services for the 
black community will be held fol-
lowing the 2 p.m. matinee on Sun-
day, May 20. You do not need to 
attend the performance to attend 
this discussion.

On June 10, in honor of Fathers 
Day, a special discussion will fol-
low the play giving black fathers 
and their sons an intimate conver-
sational experience on “What we 
say, what we wished we said, and 
the things rarely heard outside the 
black home.”

For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit portlandplayhouse.org.

PassinArt Play Confronts Gentrification
ROSE Community Devel-

opment in Lents and the local 
African-American theater com-
pany PassinArt are presenting 
“Repulsing the Monkey,” a play 
about gentrification, May 21-23 
and May 28-30 with 7:30 p.m. 
shows at TEAM Event Center, 
9201 S.E. Foster Rd.

Two post-show discussions 
with artists and community 

members to examine the impact 
of gentrification on diverse com-
munities in the Portland area will 
take place after the shows on 
Monday, May 21 and Wednes-
day, May 30. 

Tickets from $5 to $15 can be 
purchased online at PassinArt: A 
Theatre Company at passinart.
net or by calling 503-235-8079.  
Tickets will also be available at 

the door based on availability.
Repulsing the Monkey is a 

story about a brother and a sister 
who have inherited their parents’ 
bar in a blue collar neighborhood 
in Pittsburgh. The area is becom-
ing gentrified and they struggle 
with the question: Should they 
sell or should they keep their 
family and neighborhood’s her-
itage alive?
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Featuring many 
top athletic talents 

from Portland 
middle schools

Saturday, May 19 at SEI, 3920 N. Kerby; 9 AM

2018

Cory Washington (above) is pictured at Mt Hood Community College where he played in 1985. The newspaper’s corporate 
name, Cory Publishing commemorates Cory Washington, one of the first and most-involved staff members of the paper.



About the  
Portland Observer:
In 1989, Joyce Washington purchased the 
Portland Observer, a northeast Portland 
weekly serving diverse communities. Joyce 
Washington studied sociology at Portland 
Community College and Portland State 
University. She passed in March 1996 but 
her legacy lives on today with Mark and 
Rakeem Washington overseeing the daily 
operations and publication of the paper, 
and who are both heavily involved in 
supporting the youth of Portland. 
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Eleu8 Hoops girls huddle during a timeout at the 2017 Joyce Washington Classic.
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K & B Auto Wholesale
Buy Sell Trade

Owners
Kurt F. Church
Betty-Jane Church

7000 NE MLK Blvd.
Portland, OR 97211
(503) 240-8778
Fax (503) 285-1865

Jerry O. Hoban, Sales Manager

29 years in business on MLK Blvd.
We Finance with 0% interestThe Eleu8 Hoops Team line up at the Washington Classic in 2017 for a team photo.

The 2017 Portland Observer Ballers team pose for a photo from last year’s tournament.

The boys Fly Team at last year’s Joyce Washington classic.

Dr. Billy Flowers, Chiropracter
2124 NE Hancock St., Portland, OR 97212

(503) 287-5504 office  •  (503) 287-8913 fax
www.drbillyflowers.com
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PLATINUM 
FADE SALON

SHERMAN JACKSON
503-891-5905 cell

M-F 9:00am - 9:00pm;  Sat 
8:00am - 9:00pm

5010 NE 9th, Unit A, 
Portland, Oregon 97211

Sun 11:00am - 6:00pm
503-284-2989

Mathew D Padrow, Agent
Matt Padrow Agency

2621 NE Broadway St
Portland, OR 97232

Office: 503-282-1528
E-mail:  

mpadrow@amfam.com
www.amafam.com

AccessAnytime:
1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Middle school girls from the 503 Running Rebels and Eleu8 Team have a good time on the court during last year’s Joyce Washington Classic.

Coach Mac (left) and Coach Lindsay oversee activities at the 2017 
Joyce Washington Classic.
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Self Enhancement, Inc.
3920 North Kerby Avenue

Portland, Oregon 97227-1255

Phone (503) 249-1721 Ext. 328
FAX (503) 249-1955

www.selfenhancement.org

Bashor’s
4810 N Interstate Ave, Portland, OR 97217

503.226.3696/800.452.4911
Fax 503.226.4524

Joe Driggers, President

Mobile 503*869*1952
jdcanby@aol.com 

www.coachesonly.com

Team Athletics

Sweet Street Food Cart
Located at 15th and Alberta
call 503-995-6150 to place order

Mon. - Fri., 11:00am - 9:00pm  •  Sat. 11am - 6:00pm  •  Closed Sun.
Wednesday Special: 3 Wings $2.00

Friday Special: Rib Sandwich, Beef or Pork, $4.00

Spring
Special

GOING STREET 
MARKET

503-281-6873
4 6 0 1  N  W i l l i a m s  Av e . ,

P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n  9 7 2 2 7

The 503 Running Rebels girls team and their coaches.

Coaching is hard. Mark Washington corrals his team, the Portland Observer Ballers, at last year’s classic.
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213 & 215 N.E. Hancock
Portland, Oregon 97212

Dean’s  
Beauty Salon

& Barber Shop
Gloria Tims • Sylvia Jackson

Curtis Ware  •  Kim Brown  •  Pearl Hall

Beauty Salon
503-282-3379

Barber Shop
503-282-3388

Gregory Washington
Licensed Principal Broker in Oregon

LIVING ROOM
REALTY

1401 NE Alberta St.
Portland, OR  97211

503.422.6299

The 2017 Breakdown girls team pose for a photo from last year’s 
tournament.

Snacks anyone? Managing the refreshments at the 2017 Joyce Washington Classic are family 
members (from left) Kiki Washington, Cynthia Allen and Mark Washington Jr.

Advertise with diversity in 

The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

or email ads@portlandobserver.com
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ROCKWOOD
LIQUOR STORE

Greg Lowrey

Plaza 181,  
007 NE 181st St.

Portland, OR 97230

p: 503.665.4479
c: 503.789. 1935

e: liquorman119@yahoo.com

Food King 
Market
503-287-2613

2909 NE Prescott St.
Portland, OR

Hawthorne
Liquor Store

4638 S.E
Hawthorne Blvd.
Portland, OR 97215
OLCC Agency #155

Rick Knolins
Owner

(503) 235-1573
Fax (503) 235-7368

Plaques
Trophies
Awards

2500 NE MLK Jr. Blvd.  
Portkand, OR 97212

email: greg@bardytrophy.com
(503) 282-7787 x-16

www.bardytrophy.com
fax (503) 282-3182

Chuck McCloud enjoys the 2017 Joyce Washington Classic with his grandkids.

Anthony Blake and his mother enjoy taking take in all the action from last year’s Joyce 
Washington Classic.

Wally Tesfa
Principal Broker

503.267.7586
wtesfal@comcast.net

Residental/Commercial
Oregon/Washington

Referals Appreciated!
www.acquireprop.com
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503 Running Rebels

Girl’s Team Coaches:
Van Johnson & Marlin McCowan
GIRL’S TEAM:
V. Bryant
Z. Scott
S. Condway
A. Jessie
L. McCowan
B. Amponsah
J. Chau
B. West
M. Vilalay

Five Four

Girl’s Team Coaches:
Trey Leonard & Zach Lillebo
GIRL’S TEAM:
Sienna Lillebo
Kalyn Leonard
Sasha Esqurio
Charlene White
Camille Smith

Naya

Girl’s Team Coaches: 
Barb Gladue & Micah Johnson
GIRL’S TEAM:
Mya Cabine
My’l Cabine
Millie Gladue
Jewel Hayes
Rose Torres
Sunrose Eaglestaff
Joy Miller
Mia Kalama

503 Rebels

Girl’s Team Coaches:
James Johnson & Rob Seubert
GIRL’S TEAM:
M. Edwards
N. Kye
N. Calvert
S. Pederson
R. Nobles
E. Seubert
Z. Kye
A. Brown

Team Rosters

SPONSORS:

2018

Saturday, May 19 at SEI, 
3920 N. Kerby; 9 AM

Portland Observer Ballers

Boy’s Team Coaches:
Mark Washington,
Jeff Ta & Felipe Ruiz
BOY’S TEAM:
Cedric Burton
Marshaun Lambert
AJ Blocker
Jaylen Howard
Jayden Ta
Syncier Sevier
Syrius Owens
King Sims
Marquan Yaldez

Team Rise

Boy’s Team Coaches:
Donovan Clarke & Donovan Miller
BOY’S TEAM:
Kaid Burch
Grover Melo
Jason Grady
Kai Burch
Galen Hill
Cameron
Zhalei Van

Naya

Boy’s Team Coaches:
Jett Sheng & Marley Johnson
BOY’S TEAM:
Brave Johnson
Xavier Huddelston
Chance Coleman
Ry’Von Reece
Benny Haynes
Hashi Pewardy
Joaquin Trujuillo
Keon James
Shea Feely

City Basketball

Boy’s Team Coach: Jeremy Smith
BOY’S TEAM:
Stephen Del Giudice
Josiah Jointer
Stanley
Ka’Mar Benbo
Jaydon Hall
Zachary Criswell
Montral Brazile Jr.

REFEREES:
Mike Schaefer, A.J. Allen and Leonard Latin

Joyce Washington,  
Former Publisher of The Portland Observer
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Mississippi
Alberta
North Portland

Vancouver
East County

Beaverton

photo courtesy Studio 20
Actor and playwright Kwik Jones has been a writing issue-minded plays in Portland for over 20 years. His new play, “Jupiter is 
Stormy,” follows his return to writing after a spinal cord injury rendered him unable to work.

Writing to Make a Difference
Local playwright 
debuts new work 
after injury
by Danny Peterson,  
The Portland Observer

After an injury and five year hiatus to fo-
cus on family and work, African-American 
Portland playwright Kwik Jones is set to 
premiere his new play, “Jupiter is Stormy” 
for a free one-day-only showing during the 
upcoming Memorial Day weekend.

Jones arranged the first rehearsal of the 
production just last week, which is set to 
premiere at 3 p.m. on Saturday, May 26 at 
Kelly’s Olympian in downtown Portland. 

The play was originally set to debut late 
last month, but complications from a spi-
nal cord injury Jones suffered made putting 
the production together unmanageable, so 
he canceled that showing. He’s since been 
put on a new nerve medication that has en-
abled him to continue working on the play, 
although he had to recast it, Jones told the 
Portland Observer. 

Jones grew up in northeast Portland and 
has been writing issue-minded plays lo-
cally, including “Voices,” and “Spotlight,” 
for over 20 years. A Jefferson High School 
alum, he has been known to use surplus 
earnings from his productions to feed the 
homeless with his family around the hol-
idays. This time, he’s funneling his gen-
erosity to the audience by premiering the 
play at no cost.

“Jupiter is Stormy” centers on African 
American teens, Blaze, played by Ari-
es Annitya, and Stormy, played by Netty 
McKenzie, who are long-lost loves that 
both enjoy alternative subcultures—Blaze 
listens to metal and Stormy is a goth girl. 
But Blaze has been masquerading as a hip-
hop head to avoid ridicule from his class-
mates. When they’re reunited, Stormy en-
courages him to just be himself. 

“It asks the question ‘what’s black?’ Be-
cause I’m black I can’t listen to metal? Be-
cause I’m black I can’t play hockey? Be-
cause I’m black I can’t skydive? Because 
you’re white you’re not supposed to do 
hip-hop? How come I can’t be who I want 
to be and still be accepted by my people?” 
Jones said.

The unusual premise was original-
ly meant to be about teens in rival gangs 
who fall in love. But when Jones asked his 
teenage daughter if there were gangs at her 
school, she said there weren’t very many. 
Largely, she said, there were the “cool 

kids,” the “sports kids,” and then the “goth/
emo” kids. 

“So that’s where the story came from. 
And when I was doing my research I 
found out that there are people…alter-
native lifestyles is what they call them…
they love metal, rock, punk…there’s a 
number of African Americans, black peo-
ple, that’s into that. And I was like ‘wow.’ 
I didn’t have any idea that the subculture 
of goth was big for a lot of African Amer-
icans,” Jones said.

Jones used YouTube vlogs of goth teens 
as research then used his own imagination 
to tie in the story to themes such as civil 

rights and gay and lesbian issues. It takes 
place in one room, a program to catch up 
on academic credits for high school stu-
dents struggling to graduate on time. The 
play also took some inspiration from John 
Hughes’ film “The Breakfast Club,” a 1985 
coming of age drama about teens from 
wildly different high school social groups 
in detention together.

“I think the theme of the play is really 
the imprisonment of people. Here are these 
kids that are in a last chance program, 
they’re in a credit recovery. They stay in 
one room all day, every day. How do they 
break from that? How do they break from 

what they’re in? Do they want to break 
from what they’re in?” Jones said.

The 44 year old playwright said he’d 
dabbled in sketches and monologues in 
grade school, but phased that out when 
he became interested in sports. When 
he sustained a chipped bone in his ankle 
during his college years of playing foot-
ball at Eastern Oregon State University in 
La Grande, he decided to get into writing 
plays. His football coach laughed dismis-
sively at the switch, but Jones wrote his 
first play that very night—“Both Sides of 

Continued on Page 16
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood atmosphere.

Cannon’s 
Rib Express

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs:	 11a-8p
Fri-Sat:	 11a- 9p

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Subscribe!503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions, PO Box 3137, Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year

(please include check with this subscription form)

Name:
Telephone:                  
Address:

or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

The Kenton Neighborhood in north Portland holds its annual Kenton Street Fair on Sunday, May 20, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The statute of Paul Bunyan stands at the intersection of North Interstate and 
Denver.

Kenton Street 
Fair Sunday 

A free event open to all ages, 
the Kenton Street Fair will show-
case local businesses, food and 
music on Sunday, May 20 from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on North Den-
ver Avenue between Schofield and 

Willis streets.
Sponsored by the Kenton Busi-

ness Association, this year’s ninth 
annual event celebrates the history 
of a vibrant neighborhood with over 
80 vendors and a fresh coat of paint 
for Kenton’s landmark Paul Bunyan 
statute which was recently restored 
thanks to $80,000 in donations.

The festivities will kick off 

with a children’s parade at 10 a.m. 
followed by a coaster car race for 
adults. Children are invited to 
explore the kid’s area, featuring 
pony rides, face painting and free 
activities. Entertainment includes 
performances from 31 bands 
across four stages, including One 
Zero Street, Blossom, Fountaine 
and The Fur Coats.
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&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

TM

This page is sponsored by Oregon Lottery R

Together, we do good things.

Calendar

May 2018
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Mother Goose Day
Hawaiian Lei Day
May Day
Worthy Wage Day 

Dr. Benjamin Spock 
Born in 1903

National Sun Day
Constitution 

Memorial Day in 
Japan

Space Day
National Weather 

Observers’ Day

Kentucky Derby 
takes place today

Cinco de Mayo
Children’s Day In 

Japan

Eiffel Tower opens 
to the public in 
1889

1st Stamp Collection 
Started

Pulitzer Prize Es-
tablished (1917)

National Teacher 
Day

No Socks Day

National School 
Nurse Day

First USA Newspa-
per Cartoon, 1754

Clean Up Your 
Room Day

Twilight Zone Day
Louis Farrakhan, 

born 1933; National 
Leader of The Nation 
Of Islam

International Nurs-
es Day

Kite Day
Limerick Day

Mother’s Day
Tulip Day
Stevie Wonder; born 

1950; legendary 
music artist

Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, 1804

Dance Like a 
Chicken Day

Frank L. Baum 
Author of The 
Wizard of Oz - 
born in 1856

Ramadan Begins
First US Nickel 
Minted In 1866

First Kentucky Der-
by In 1875

International Mu-
seum Day

Visit Your Relatives 
Day

Miniature Golf Day
Armed Forces Day

Lindbergh Flight 
Day in 1927

Mary Pope Osborne 
born, 1949

American Red Cross 
Founded Founded 
by Clara Barton in 
1881

Buy-A-Musical 
Instrument Day

Bernard Shaw; 1856-
1950; journalist and 
anchor of CNN News

Lucky Penny Day
Scatman Crothers; 

1910-1986; best 
known for “Chico 
and the Man”

Patti LaBelle; born 
1944; R&B legend 
known for her many 
hits

National Missing 
Children’s Day

National Tap 
Dance Day

Blueberry Cheese-
cake Day

Pam Grier; born 
1949; actress, played 
“Foxy Brown”

Golden Gate Bridge 
Opens, 1937

Masking Tape Pat-
ented in 1930

Memorial Day
Jim Thorpe Born in 
1888

John F.  
Kennedy Born in 1917

Dr. Henry McBay; 
1914-1995; chemist, 
professor at More-
house College

Lincoln Theodore 
Monroe Andrew Per-
ry; 1902-1985; actor

World No Tobacco 
Day

Shirley Verrett; born 
1931-2010;  
renowned Soprano
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On Maternal Healthcare, Race Trumps Everything
Disparities bring 
issue into focus
by Oscar H. Blayton

Most people of col-
or can point to at least 
one moment when 
they realize that popu-
lar culture in America 
distorts the reality of 
their history and exis-
tence.

The most memorable experi-
ence for me was when I was in 
the sixth-grade in my segregated 
public school in Virginia. One 
of our courses was Virginia his-
tory and the state had provided 
us with the required history text-
book. Somewhere between the 
covers of that book was a picture 
of a group of smiling, dancing 
enslaved African Americans be-
ing observed by a small group 
of amused white people – pre-
sumably the owner and his fam-
ily. The text explained that most 
slaves were happy with their 
condition and prospered under 
the kindly supervision of their 
masters.

Fortunately, my sixth-grade 
teacher was having none of it. He 
had us open our books to that page 
and told us that we were being 

fed lies so that white people could 
remain in power in the state. He 
explained that truths were being 
kept from us because knowledge 

is power. It is the power 
to improve your life.

There are so many 
lies in American popular 
culture, beginning with 
the moment we’re born 
– in the maternity ward. 
Several studies demon-

strate that racism in America kills 
black expectant mothers and their 
newborn babies, but popular cul-
ture tells us that they are receiv-
ing the best health care.

A New York City Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene 
2016 report titled “Severe Ma-
ternal Morbidity in New York 
City, 2008–2012” put it this 
way: “Black non-Latina women 
with at least a college degree had 
higher Severe Maternal Morbid-
ity rates than women of other 
race/ethnicities who never grad-
uated high school.:

The National Center for Bio-
technology Information pub-
lished a paper in 2016 that states: 
“Racism and racial discrimina-
tion in the USA is thought to be 
a major driver of the differences 
between birth outcomes among 
different racial and ethnic groups, 

particularly between black wom-
en and women of other races.”

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol found that during 2011 to 
2013, there were 12.7 deaths 
per 100,000 live births for white 
women within a year of giving 
birth. But for black women, the 
rate of death was almost four 
times higher at 43.5 deaths per 
100,000 live births.

While few popular media 
outlets have focused on this 
problem, Newsweek magazine 
published an article in 2016 that 
reported: “The shameful secret 
is that even when controlling for 
age, socioeconomic status and 
education, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
reports that African-American 
women … face a nearly four 
times higher risk of death from 
pregnancy complications than 
white women. In parts of the 
U.S. with high concentrations of 
women of color who live in pov-
erty, such as Mississippi, mater-
nal death rates can surpass those 
of sub-Saharan Africa.”

Despite a mountain of evi-
dence to the contrary, particular-
ly in the area of maternal health 
for black women, the popular 
thinking is that U.S. health care 
is the best in the world.

In 2015, Time magazine, 
MSNBC, CBS, CNN and other 
news outlets reported that the 
nonprofit organization Save Our 
Children, in its annual report, 
ranked the United States as 33rd 
among 179 nations in the world 
for quality of life for women and 
children. That ranking was based 
upon an overall score that took 
into account mothers’ and chil-
dren’s health, educational, eco-
nomic and political status.

What these news outlets 
did not report is that the Unit-
ed States ranks 61st in mater-
nal health, 42nd in children’s 
well-being and 89th when it 
comes to the political status of 
women.

The high infant and maternal 
mortality among black women 
and babies is masked by the low 
numbers among more affluent 
Americans.  For example, Save 
Our Children points to a 2011 
study that revealed that infants 
in Washington D.C.’s Ward 8, 
where half of all children live in 
poverty, died at a rate more than 
10 times higher than the death 
rate of infants born in Ward 3, the 
richest part of the city.  The re-
port also pointed to San Francis-
co, where an African American 
mother is six times as likely as a 

white mother to lose her baby be-
fore her child’s first birthday.

Because the United States 
performs well on economic and 
educational status in the Save 
Our Children study, the country 
is able to mask its abysmal per-
formance when it comes to the 
health and well-being of expect-
ant mothers and newborn babies.

Black expectant mothers, 
whether they are well educat-
ed or poorly educated, deserve 
the best health care this country 
can afford.  But pointing out the 
disparity in health care between 
well-educated black mothers and 
poorly educated white mothers 
brings into focus the significance 
of race relative to health care be-
cause education is supposed to 
be the great equalizer.  But just 
as race trumps everything else in 
America, race trumps education.

Those who brag about Ameri-
ca having the best health system 
in the world, like those before 
them who touted the benefits of 
chattel slavery, have no interest 
in the truth. They merely want to 
keep the truth from us, because 
knowledge is power.

Oscar H. Blayton is a former 
Marine Corps combat pilot and 
human rights activist who prac-
tices law in Virginia.

Millions of High-Paying Trade Jobs Sit Empty
My advice for grads: 
learn a trade
by Chuck Collins

In the classic 1960s 
movie The Graduate, 
a family friend offers 
Dustin Hoffman, the re-
cent graduate, one word 
of advice: “plastics.”

My advice for today’s high school grad-
uates: “learn a trade.”

Unfortunately, there’s a historic stigma 
about “vocational-ed,” the result of snob-
bery toward certain occupations.

Yes, there’s also the shameful practice of 
tracking low-income whites and people of 
color into blue-collar jobs while encourag-
ing wealthier white students to attend col-
lege. But now there are millions of reward-
ing, high-paying trade jobs sitting empty.

Instead of training for those, tens of 
millions of high school graduates are on 
college autopilot, loading up an average 
of $37,000 in debt, and graduating without 
any practical skills.

Not only is our economy suffering for 
lack of skilled workers, but also a huge 

number of workers are unhappy and earn-
ing below their financial potential.

There are legions of depressed Dilberts 
out there in cubicle land, sitting in front 
of computer screens, wondering who will 
be laid off next. And there are millions 
of young people sitting in college class-
rooms dreaming of being somewhere 
else.
Put these same people in an apprentice-

ship with a skilled adult and they’ll thrive. 
Instead of wasting their intelligence in an 
office, they could deploy it in a bicycle or 
auto repair garage, woodworking shop, or 
on a farm or construction site.

Princeton economist Alan Blinder 
says the job market of the future won’t 
be divided between people with college 
degrees and those without, but between 
work that can be outsourced and work that 
can’t. “You can’t hammer a nail over the 
internet,” he observed. “Nor can you fix 
a car transmission, rewire a house, install 
solar panels, or give a patient an injec-
tion.”

The value of a liberal arts college ed-
ucation is exposure to a wide range of 
ideas and knowledge, along with social 
networks. But college is certainly not the 
only path to such learning. And four-year 
residential college today has more in com-
mon with a party on a luxury cruise ship 
than a platform for learning a vocation.

True, today the lifelong earnings of col-
lege graduates exceed those who don’t at-
tend college. But there’s no evidence this 
will be the case going forward. Have you 
paid an electrician or a plumber anytime 
lately? There’s a reason they’re hard to find 
and can command a high wage. It’s called 
scarcity.

Millions more “green collar” jobs are 
emerging in our transition to the renewable 
energy economy. And at some point, our 
nation will have to repair our aging bridg-
es, roads, and transportation facilities and 
retrofit buildings to be more energy effi-
cient.

According to the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, one third of all new jobs through 
2022 will be in construction, health care, 
and personal care. The fastest growing oc-

cupations are solar and wind energy techni-
cians, followed by plumbers, machine tool 
programmers, HVAC mechanics, and iron 
and steel workers.

Changing attitudes about different occu-
pations is part of the challenge.

Parents and guidance counselors can 
start by respectfully talking about the op-
portunities in trades. They can introduce 
students to people with satisfying careers 
in the trades and steer them to useful web 
resources on the path to trades.

Congress could help by making Pell 
grants available for short-term job training 
courses, not just college tuition. It could 
also restore funding for Tech-Prep, a ne-
glected federal program that supports vo-
cational education.

Let’s dump the old class-biased stereo-
types. It takes all kinds of intelligence and 
advanced training to do a trade. And it can 
be financially rewarding and enormously 
satisfying.

Chuck Collins directs the Program on 
Inequality and the Common Good at the 
Institute for Policy Studies. Distributed by 
OtherWords.org.
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

MCS Still in 
Business

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area  
and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 

Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning
Regular Area Rugs

$25.00 Minimum
Wool Oriental Rugs

$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

The Death Penalty and the School Shooter
Why I don’t 
want to see him 
executed
by Laura Finley

Martin Luther 
King Jr. once 
said, “The ulti-
mate measure 
of a man is not 
where he stands 
in moments of 
comfort and convenience, but 
where he stands at times of chal-
lenge and controversy.”

I’ve been thinking about that 
quote a lot lately, and about the 
importance of holding positions 
that are particularly difficult. I 
live not 30 minutes from Park-
land, Florida, where Nikolas Cruz 
murdered 17 people at Marjorie 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
on Valentines Day.

Cruz left 17 others wounded 
and devastated not just the school 
but the entire community. Despite 
the horrors that Cruz levied, I still 
do not want to see him executed. I 
universally oppose the death pen-
alty. That is not a particularly easy 
position to hold right now, in this 
case, but I believe it is the right 
one. It is for me, at least.

I oppose the death penalty for 
many reasons, but will highlight 
just a few here, briefly. First, as 

much as people want to believe, 
no credible studies show it to be 
a deterrent.

Second, it costs far more than 
does incarcerating someone for 

life without parole, money 
that could be better used to 
help victims and to support 
violence prevention pro-
grams.

Third, it is rife with ra-
cial bias.The Death Penalty 
Information Center reports 
that 297 black defendants 

have been executed for killing a 
white victim while only 31 white 
murderers have been executed 
for killing black individuals (and 
black defendants are wrongfully 
convictedat a rate seven times that 
of white defendants). 

Fourth, it is arbitrary, with 
death sentences varying wildly 
from county to county.

Fifth, we get it wrong way too 
often and no one can fix a wrongful 
execution. One hundred sixty-two 

people have been exonerated from 
death row since 1973. Florida has 
exonerated 27 individuals.

Sixth, a vast majority of the 
people on death row have signifi-
cant mental issues, and a 2014 poll 
showed that Americans oppose 
executing the mentally ill more 
than two to one. 

But, perhaps most importantly, 
I reject the death penalty because 
it is morally repugnant. The state 
should simply not have the right to 
kill if we want to teach people that 

killing is wrong. 
In the case of Cruz, his attor-

neys have offered that he would 
plead guilty and accept multiple 
life sentences with no chance of 
parole in exchange for dropping 
the capital charges. This would 
ensure he cannot commit any oth-
er offenses, save taxpayer dollars, 
and it would spare the families of 
victims a long wait for a lengthy 
and difficult trial, followed by 
many years of appeals. By some 

estimates, it could take 10 years 
for Cruz to face trial and another 
20 of appeals.

I don’t speak for all the victims 
or their families, but at least some 
have been on record saying they’d 
prefer prosecutors to accept Cruz’s 
guilty plea so they can move on. 

Just like the case of Dylan Roof, 
who received a death sentence for 
the murder of nine African-Amer-
ican parishioners in South Caroli-
na in 2015, Cruz is clearly guilty 
and there is no racial bias given 
that he is Caucasian. So, some as-
sert the system “works” in these 
cases.  That is far from the truth.

Executing Cruz furthers a sys-
tem that is desperately broken 
and that is, most often, not used 
against people like him. Death 
row is filled with poor, uneducat-
ed men of color and individuals 
who suffer from serious mental 
issues. Pretending that two sup-
posedly “slam dunk” cases fixes 
the rot that is the death penalty is 
no more accurate than announcing 
success for saving one berry in a 
moldy batch.   

Yes, Cruz’s actions were hor-
rendous. Yes, the community is 
still grieving. Adding one more 
body to the list of fatalities can 
hardly help, though.

Laura Finley, Ph.D., teaches in 
the Barry University Department 
of Sociology and Criminology and 
is syndicated by PeaceVoice.

 ...perhaps most importantly, I 
reject the death penalty because it is 
morally repugnant. The state should 
simply not have the right to kill if we 
want to teach people that killing is 
wrong.
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Classified/Bids

Platinum FadeSalon
Hair Stylist Wanted 

Call Sherman Jackson • 503 284-2989

5050 NE 9th Unit A
Portland, Or 97211

Director of the 3 to PhD 
Collaborative

The Director of the 3 to PhD Col-
laborative demonstrates a com-
mitment to healthy, safer and 
more educated communities 
along with a passion for equity, 
diversity and inclusion; uses the 
power of collaboration to create 
community-wide change; de-
velops the capacity, health and 
effectiveness of the 3 to PhD 
initiative to deliver on collec-
tive outcomes; creates impact 
and achieves the mission; and 
connects 3 to PhD with a broad 
range of community members to 
deepen our intention of working 
with community rather than on 
community and expand aware-
ness of 3 to PhD.  In collaboration 
and relationship with the Leader-
ship Council, the community and 
Providers, the Director manages 
the initiative and plays a central 
role in holding and communicat-
ing the 3 to PhD vision.
Apply online at https://cu-port-
land.csod.com/ats/careersite/
jobdetai ls.aspx?site=1&c=-
cu-portland&id=596

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking 

Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility 
(PACR)

Steel Piles/Shoring, Concrete Reinforcing, Masonry, 
Waterproofing, Drywall/Framing, Elevators/Escalators

JE Dunn Construction invites written Bids from qualified Trade 
Partners to provide construction services for Steel Piles, 

Concrete Reinforcing, Masonry, Waterproofing, Drywall/Framing, 
Elevators/Escalators on the PACR project.  

A complete copy of the Bidding Documents can be obtained by 
emailing Jeff Banister at jeff.banister@jedunn.com. Bids may 

also be delivered by email to Jeff Banister.

Bids due 2:00pm PST May 31, 2018 
Any Bid received after the specified date and time  

will not be considered. 
A pre-proposal meeting will be located at the PDX Conference 

Center, 7000 NE Airport Way, Umatilla Conference room, on May 
18th, 2018 at 10:30 AM for answering questions regarding the 

Scopes of Work on the Project.

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97209 • (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses. This 
is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, and 

Emerging Small Business participation.

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
Portland Expo Center and 
Portland’5 Centers for the Arts 
and provides services that 
cross city limits and county 
lines including land use and 
transportation planning, parks 
and nature programs, and 
garbage and recycling systems.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
current openings and a link to 
our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking 

Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility 
(PACR)

Plumbing & Mechanical Trade Partner
JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed proposals for 

qualified Trade Partners to provide Plumbing & Mechanical work 
on the PACR project.

RFP Responses due 2:00pm PST June 4, 2018 
A pre-bid meeting will be located at the Port of Portland HQ, 

7000 NE Airport Way, Umatilla Conference Room, on May 21st, 
2018 at 10:30 AM for answering any questions regarding the 

work on this Project.
A complete copy of the RFP can be obtained by emailing Mike 
Nichols at mike.nichols@jedunn.com. Proposals may also be 

delivered by email to Mike Nichols. 
Any Proposal received after the specified date  

and time will not be considered. 

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97209 • (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses. This 
is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, and 

Emerging Small Business participation.

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking 

Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility 
(PACR)

Roadwork and Misc. Site Services and P1 & P2 Modifications
JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed Bids from 

qualified Trade Partners to provide construction services for the 
Roadwork and Misc. Site Services and P1 & P2 Modification on 

the PACR Project.

Bids due 2:00pm PST June 4, 2018 
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be located at the Port of 
Portland HQ, 7000 NE Airport Way, Umatilla Conference Room, 
on May 21st, 2018 at 8 AM for answering questions regarding 

the Scopes of Work on the Project.
A complete copy of the RFP can be obtained by emailing Rob 
Means at Robert.means@jedunn.com. Proposals may also be 

delivered by email to Rob Means. 
Any Bid received after the specified date  

and time will not be considered. 

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97209 • (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses. This 
is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, and 

Emerging Small Business participation.

Need to publish a court 
document or notice? Need 
an affidavit of publication 
quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your 
notice for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L e g a l  N o t i c e s

The Portland Building Reconstruction Project
Invitation to Bid on Packages:

4B – Structural Steel and Misc. Metals
4H – Door Frames, Doors, Hardware for Core areas

4J – Drywall & ACT
Proposals are due: See ITB’s for the bids due time

Bid Contact: Oleg Saidov     
email address: saidovo@hswc.com 

Bid Documents are located at link:  
https://bbcus.egnyte.com/fl/7BZD4Ex9KW

Oleg Saidov | APM

SUB BID REQUEST

CCB 191495

office: 503.220.0895 | mobile: 503.550.6067 | email: saidovo@hswc.com
1455 NW Irving Street, Suite 400, Portland, OR 97209

www.howardswright.com | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn

503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions, PO Box 3137, Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year

(please include check with this subscription form)
Name:
Telephone:                  
Address:

or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

Subscribe!
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Norman Sylvester 
-- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman 
Sylvester plays Friday, May 
18 at the Vinyl Tap; Saturday, May 
19 at C I Bar and Grill in Tualatin; Fri-
day, May 25 at Clyde’s; and Saturday, May 26 at 
the Nehalem Bay Winery.

Sister Act -- Portland actress Kristin Robinson 
performs the title role in “Sister Act,” the feel-
good musical based on the 1992 smash hit film, 
now playing at the Lakewood Center for the Arts 
in Lake Oswego. Shows run through June 10. 
Tickets are $39 for adults and $37 for seniors. 
Call the box office at 503-635-3901 or visit 
Lakewood-center.org.
Allen Temple Rebuild Concert -- A benefit 
concert featur-
ing acclaimed 
spiritual and 
classical sing-
er Mrs. Peg-
gy Houston 
Shivers and 
her exciting 
choral group 
will support 
the rebuild-
ing fund for 
Allen Temple 
CME Church, 
a historic black 
church that 
was severely damaged by two electrical fires in 
2015. The concert will take place Sunday, May 
20 at 6 p.m. at Maranatha Church, 4222 N.E. 
12th Ave. 

Teen Musical Revisit -- The comedy ‘John 
Hughes High: The 1980s Teen Musical” flips the 
script on the ‘Say Anything’ generation with a 
world premiere play that uses gender-blind cast-
ing to subvert 1980s teen clichés and culture.  
Now playing through Sunday, May 20 at the 
Alder Stage in Artists Repertory Theatre, down-
town.

Q Doc Festival -- 
The only festival in 

the U.S. devoted exclu-
sively to LGBTQ documen-

taries is coming to the Hollywood 
Theatre, Thursday, May 17 through Sunday, 
May 20. The films were selected to creatively 
engage core issues of queer identity – politics, 
history, culture, diversity, sexuality, family, ag-
ing, and coming-out issues.
OMSI Exhibit on Arctic Thaw -- “Digging 
into Permafrost” is a new exhibit at OMSI ad-
dressing the subject of climate change as viewed 
through the lens of a thawing Arctic using excit-
ing interactive features such as an Alaskan per-
mafrost tunnel replica, fossil research stations 
and interactive games.

Robot Revolution -- A 
new exhibit at OMSI 
brings some of the most 
innovative robots from 
all over the world. Learn 
about the skills robots 
possess that mimic and 
often surpass human 
capabilities in “‘Robot 
Revolution,” now show-

ing through Sept. 7.
Zoo for All -- The Oregon Zoo has launched 
“Zoo for All,” a new discount program that 
provides $5 admission for low income individ-
uals and families. Visitors may purchase up to 
six of the $5 tickets by brining a photo ID and 
documentation showing they participate in low 
income service, like the Oregon Trial Card, 
Medicaid, Section 8, Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families, and Head Start.
Discount Tickets -- Low income families and 
individuals can purchase $5 tickets to classical 
musical performances 
in Portland as part of a 
unique program called 
Music for All. Participat-
ing organizations include 
the Oregon Symphony, 
Portland Opera, Oregon 
Ballet Theater, Chamber 
Music Northwest, Port-
land Youth Philharmonic, 
Portland Baroque Orches-

tra, Friends of Chamber 
Music, Portland Chamber 
Orchestra, Portland Piano 
International, Portland 
Symphonic Choir, Cap-
pella Romana and Port-
land Vocal Consort.

55 years experience
Serving Oregon and Washington

Contracted agent with AARP – Humana – Mutual of Omaha 
Health Care Specialist

Medicare Supplements / Life Insurance
Medicare Advantage Plan

Prescription Drug Programs / Final Expenses

2703 E. Mill Plain Blvd Vancouver, WA 98661 
Cell (772) 410-6778 / Fax (360) 718-2536

Email: Dimery100@gmail.com 

Like & share Me on FACEBOOK

Health 
Care 

Specialist
FORREST 
JENKINS

In Loving Memory
Jimmy L. Lockhart

Jimmy L. Lockhart was born April 18, 
1934 and died April 28, 2018.

A U.S. Veteran, a memorial service in 
his honor will be held Monday, May 21 at 
12 noon at Willamette National Cemetery, 
11800 S.E. Mt. Scott Blvd. A repass will 
follow at 3 p.m. at the Man Cave, located 
at 2627 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., 

between Northeast Knott and Russell Street.
Contributions of flowers, cards and donations can be sent to Bev-

erly Lockhart Stone, 14113 N.E. 88th St., Vancouver, WA 98682.

Obituary
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the Fence,” which dealt with the 
Crips and Bloods.

In the past five years, he’s taken 
a break from writing to focus on 
raising his children and working 
long shifts at an auto distribution 
center in Beaverton, Oregon. But 
a recent injury, this time to his spi-
nal cord, once again set him on the 
path to his craft.

“I couldn’t do anything any-
more. I was just on the couch get-
ting fat. So I was just like ‘God 
what do you want me to do, be-
fore I go out of my mind.’ Then 
one day it just hit me: go back to 
writing,” Jones recalled.

Jones had dropped a tray of 
heavy parts at work, which yanked 
him down and caused the inju-
ry. Now he has limited use of his 
right arm, which goes numb, as 
well as swelling and limited mo-
bility in his neck. An avid mixed 
martial arts athlete, the injury has 
put a significant damper on Jones’ 
lifestyle and slid him into a de-
pression for a bit. He’s scheduled 
to get a neck fusion in the near 
future, which will guarantee that 
he won’t succumb to any further 
paralysis. But doctors told him 
that the surgery only has a 50/50 
chance of restoring full mobility 
to where it was before.

Jones said he’s trying to make 
the best out of the situation.

“When God wants you to do 
something and you’re not hear-
ing, he’ll get your attention. Even 
though it’s a negative thing, I’m 
getting something corrected, and 
I’m getting back into something 
that I treasure and love so much.”

Back in 2007, Jones was a resi-
dent producer at the now shuttered 
Interstate Firehouse Cultural Cen-
ter in north Portland. The former 
fire station on Interstate Avenue 
was reworked into a culturally 
diverse performing arts hub in 
the 1980s. One of Jones’ most 
acclaimed plays, “The Code,” 
premiered there. It was about the 
shooting of an unarmed black man 
by a white cop, told through the 
eyes of his partner, a black police 
officer. He is currently working on 
a screenplay to turn “The Code” 
into a movie next year, through his 
production company, Studio 20.

“Jupiter is Stormy” stars Port-
land actors Aries Annitya, Netty 
McKenzie, John D’Aversa, Ash-
ley Pio, and Eric Island. Jones 
may be reached for more informa-
tion at studio20ent@hotmail.com.

photo courtesy Studio 20
Netty McKenzie in the role of Stormy tries to encourage her long 
lost love, Blaze, played by Aries Annitya, to be true to himself and 
embrace his metal music loving ways in “Jupiter is Stormy” by 
Portland African American actor and playwright Kwik Jones.  The 
play will show for one performance only on Saturday, May 26, at 3 
p.m. at Kelly’s Olympian in downtown Portland.

Writing
Continued from Page 9


