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Laura Lo Forti (left) and Damaris Webb, co-organizers of the Vanport Mosaic Festival, outside the Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center on North Interstate Avenue, 
showcasing one of the primary event venues for the annual celebration taking place this long Memorial Day weekend on the 70th anniversary of the Vanport Flood. The 
IFCC will host several exhibitions, like Vanport: The Surge of Social Change; Anywhere but Here: The History of Housing and Discrimination in Oregon; and Our City, Our 
Voice: Excavating Portland’s History through Art. A new play about displacement in Portland, “Left Hook,” will also make its world premiere at the IFCC on Thursday.

Transformed
A CityVanport Mosaic 

commemorates 70 
years since flood

On a warm Memorial Day 70 years ago, 
Portland was forever transformed by Ore-
gon’s biggest natural disaster of the 20th 
century: The Vanport Flood.

It’s a big anniversary, and that’s why the 
Vanport Mosaic Festival is pulling out the 
stops for six days of activities that weave 
together fun, fascination, family and seri-
ous reflection.

It’s all happening with events begin-
ning Wednesday, May 23 and continuing 
through the Memorial Day holiday on 
Monday, May 28 at multiple venues that 
are specifically free of charge or kept at 
low-cost for the community.

Co-organizers Laura Lo Forti and Dam-

aris Webb have created a rich program that 
combines storytelling, performance, histo-
ry, physical activities and even a disaster 
preparedness workshop. The Royal Rosar-
ians will also be planting a special com-
memorative rose at Peninsula Park, and 
the Rosarian planting is himself a Vanport 
survivor.

A big highlight for 2018 is a partnership 
with the Confluence Project, which pro-
motes understanding of indigenous com-

munities of the Columbia River through 
historic preservation and construction of a 
series of hiking trails stretching along the 
Washington side of the Columbia Gorge. 
The trails are vast and fascinating land-
scapes designed by architect Maya Lin, 
creator of the US Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C.

Like the Vanport survivors who have 
contributed oral histories to the Vanport 
Mosaic project, Native American families 

have joined voices in oral histories about 
their experiences. A fascinating panel of 
local indigenous leaders will be screening 
a film of these oral histories at the festival 
as well.

Key to local tribes was loss of Celilo 
Village on the Columbia when the Dalles 
Dam was built in 1957. Before being flood-
ed for the dam by the federal government, 
Celilo was considered the oldest sustained 
community on the North American con-
tinent. The damn also destroyed Celilo’s 
huge waterfall, one of the most important 
tribal fishing spots and a center of the tribal 
economy. 

“We feel a sense of urgency right now 
because many of the elders who lived 
through these things are in their 80s and 
90s,” Lo Forti says. “We can’t lose their 
stories because they have so much to teach 
us and that is how we really learn -- from 

ContinueD on page 6
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Assessed $36 million for Gorge Fire
A Vancouver teenager playing with fire-
works who started a fire that swept through 
the Columbia River Gorge last summer 
was ordered to pay over $36 million in 
damages Monday, but because he is a juve-
nile the judge will allow payments to stop 
after 10 years if he completes probation, 
doesn’t commit other offenses and com-
plies with payment plans.

College Closing After 125 Years
Marylhurst University, a 125-year-old col-
lege based near Lake Oswego, announced 
Thursday it was closing because of de-
clining enrollment. The oldest Catholic 

The Week 
in Review

university in the state attempted to carve 
out a niche serving professionals returning 
to college, but the school, which boasted 
1,409 students just a few years ago, had 
plummeted to 743.

Police Shoot Man with Hatchet
Gresham police said two of its officers fa-
tally shot a man who threatened them with 
a hatchet early Friday following a police 
chase and crash of the suspect’s vehicle. 
The man who died at the scene was identi-
fied as Dmitri Bullard, 24.

Former Chief was Dishonest
Former Portland Police Chief Larry 
O’Dea’s should lose his police certification 
for 10 years for dishonesty and three years 
for gross misconduct, a state police policy 
committee recommended Thursday. The 
actions follow the investigation of O’Dea’s 
handling of an off-duty accidental shooting 
of his friend in 2016 and an employee’s dis-
crimination complaint against a co-worker.

Janet Jackson Icon Award
Janet Jackson gave her first 
televised performance in 
nine years at the Billboard 
Music Awards Sunday. She 
was honored as the first 
black woman to receive 
the Billboard Icon Award, 
where she performed a trio of her songs, in-
cluding “Nasty,” ‘’If” And “Throb.”

Trailblazing Royal Wedding
Britain’s Prince Harry and 
biracial American actress 
Meghan Markle sealed 
their wedding vows in Lon-
don Saturday in a ground-
breaking ceremony that 
echoed to the sounds of a 

fiery Chicago preacher, a soulful gospel 
choir and the first black winner of a pres-
tigious British music prize, as a constella-
tion of A-list Americans rubbed shoulders 

with the bluest-blooded of British royalty.

Paul Allen Backs Gun Control 
Blazers and Seahawks owner Paul Allen 
indicated Monday that he is backing a 
Washington gun control ballot initiative 
with a $1 million contribution. Initiative 
1639 would raise the age to purchase auto-
matic weapons to 21 while also creating an 
enhanced background check system.  Allen 
tweeted the proposed law is a necessary 
and reasonable one.  

Illicit Marijuana Targeted
The illicit marijuana market, organized 
crime, outlaw grows and operations that 
“pose a substantial risk of violence” will be 
targeted by federal prosecutors under new 
guidelines for cannabis enforcement in Or-
egon made public Friday. Billy Williams, 
the U.S. attorney for Oregon. The guide-
lines come in response to Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions’ decision to scrap Obama-era 
policies.
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Activist and former state representative Jo Ann Hardesty (right) won nearly 46 percent of the vote in 
Tuesday’s May Primary election for a seat on the Portland City Council, falling short of the at least 50 
percent plus one vote total needed to avoid a runoff. She will face Multnomah County Commissioner 
Loretta Smith (left) in the November General Election. Smith finishing in second place captured about 
21 percent of the primary vote.

Strong Finish for Hardesty;
Smith optimistic 
for November 
runoff election
by Danny peterson

the portlanD observer

Results from Tuesday’s May 
Primary Election means it’s cer-
tain that Portland will seat its first 
black female City Council mem-
ber next year as the two top candi-
dates in the race, Jo Ann Hardesty, 

who captured 46 percent of the 
vote, and Loretta Smith, with the 
second highest total of 21 percent, 
will face off in the November 
General Election.

Both are African-Americans 
and advanced from a field of six 
candidates in the election compet-
ing for the seat held by incumbent 
City Commissioner Dan Saltzman 
who is stepping down when his 
term ends in January.

“I think it’s amazing and out-
standing that in a city that has less 

than six percent African Amer-
icans, that you have two black 
women who are in the runoff to 
be the next Portland City Council 
person. And these seats don’t open 
that often” Smith told the Portland 
Observer.

Smith, who was a Multnomah 
County Commissioner for eight 
years and worked for Senator Ron 
Wyden for over two decades, was 
thought to be a front-runner by 

ContinueD on page 7

Eugene C. Gora

Neighbor Mourned
Miracles Club to honor 
85-year-old killed

The Miracles Club, a non-alcohol recovery assis-
tance center serving the African American community, 
is mourning the death of local welder and fabricator 
Eugene C. Gora, 85, who was found murdered May 
10 at his landmark red welding garage, located on the 
corner of Northeast Skidmore and Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard,  adjacent to the center.

Executive Director Michael Booker announced 
Monday that the Miracles Club invites the community 
to join them for  an informal public memorial service 
in Gora’s honor on Sunday at 1:30 p.m. at the Miracles 
Club. Gora was a member of the organization where 
he made daily visits.

“He was a good guy. We were very saddened about 
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood atmosphere.

Cannon’s 
rib express

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat: 11a- 9p

what happened to him ‘cause 
he was part of what we did and 
he was part of the community,” 
Booker said. 

Gora was found dead in his 
welding shop where he also resid-
ed for many decades. His cause of 
death was determined to be homi-
cidal violence by the Oregon State 
Medical Examiner and police have 
launched a homicide investigation. 
No arrests have been made.

He was known for his 
hand-crafted barbecue grills and 
custom fabrications, and made dai-
ly visits to Miracles Club and the 
Heavenly Taste café inside, dining 
for breakfast or dinner, striking 
up conversations with other club 
members, and observing card or 
dominoes games, Booker said.

“We loved him for who he was 
and he never was a problem. He 
just hung out,” he added.

Booker, 63, said he knew Gora 
going back decades, and his father 
bought a grill or two from him, but 
it wasn’t until the last three years 
or so that he started seeing his 
neighbor on a daily basis, hanging 
out at the club.

Gora had been getting around 

ContinueD from page 3

Neighbor Mourned
with a walker in his later years 
and also suffered from some hear-
ing loss.

 “The last time I talked to him 
was two days before his death. 
Asked him how he was doing. He 
said ‘I’m doing good for an old 
man,’” Booker recalled.

In the months leading up to his 
death Gora was attempting to get 
rid of some of his belongings. He 
sold some vehicles and other be-
longings after incurring two nui-
sance complaints in December to 
the city’s Neighborhood Inspec-
tions Program.

Gora was also recently cited 
for residing in his welding shop, 
which he told an inspector he’d 
been living in for the past 45 
years, though it was designated a 
commercial property. 

At the end of Sunday’s memo-
rial ceremony, The Miracles Club 
will launch balloons into the air 
outside Gora’s property, a place 
where flowers and messages of re-
membrance have been on display 
for the past two weeks.  

 “Just come out and show your 
support. He was a pillar in our 
community. Been where he’s lo-
cated a long time. He treated us 
well, Booker said.”
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2018 SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION

PACKETS
Are available to:

High School Grads, College Students 
And Adults Cont. Educ.

PACKETS CAN BE 
REQUESTED ON-LINE @
Patriciaanntrice@gmail.com 
Or by phone ~ 503 283-6312

For more information contact
Elizabeth F. Richard  or Patricia A. Trice

at 503 284-0535

THE APPLICATION DEADLINE IS
JUNE 3RD MIDNIGHT

 The Della Mae Johnson 
Scholarship Foundation
2216 NE Killingsworth

Portland, OR 97211
(503) 284-0535

Scholarship Fashion Show
Vancouver Avenue First 
Baptist Church is inviting 
the community to its 
10th annual Scholarship 
Fashion Show and Dinner, 
coming Friday, June 1 
at 6 p.m. to the historic 
church located at 3138 
N. Vancouver Ave. Tickets 
are $30 and will benefit a 
Drum Major Scholarship 
Program that has awarded 
over 500 scholarships to 
deserving students in the 
community since 2006. 
Informal fashions from 
some of Portland’s best-
dressed style steppers will 
be featured on the runway. 
On the dinner menu is 
herb-rubbed oven-roasted 
chicken and cornbread 
stuffing, a medley of 
seasonal vegetables, 
homemade dinner yeast 
rolls, bundt butter, pound 
cake and ice cream. For 
more information or to 
purchase tickets, call the 
church at 503-282-9496.
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B U S I N E S S G u i d e

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Bennetts 
Janitorial 

Services LLC

30 yrs. Cleaning
Experience

503-960-4491
walterbennett1554@gmail.com 

Licensed & Bonded

CPR Classes Offered
Basic Life Support Provider

BLS Provider Skills
Heartsaver First Aid

CPR & AED

RN Consultation
Assessment, Delegation,  

PRN Guidlines, etc...

MoZetta Zion, MSN, RN

503-781-7309

The town of Vanport in what is now the Delta Park area of north Portland as pictured during the 
years around World War II. The multiracial community was constructed for shipyard workers and 
their families, and when it was wiped out by a flood in 1948, communities of color were impacted 
disproportionately.

A City Transformed
each other.”

 Lo Forti says it’s all about de-
fining the idea of “memory activ-
ism.”

“In these times it seems as if 
remembering history is an act of 
resistance,” Lo Forti says. “Our 
goal is to engage more and more 
memory activists.”

The Vanport Flood holds a spe-
cial place in Oregon history.

A long rainy winter had raised 
the water level of the Columbia 
River, and on Memorial Day -- 
May 30, 1948, at 4:05 p.m. -- a 
large piece of the earthen levy pro-
tecting the town collapsed. 

All of Vanport’s 40,000 resi-
dents lost their homes, and 15 lost 
their lives. The disaster is some-
times called “Oregon’s Katrina,” 
because like Hurricane Katrina 
in 2005, the Vanport Flood im-
pacted communities of color dis-
proportionately, including African 
American shipyard workers and 

ContinueD from front their families who had moved to 
Vanport to support the US military 
effort during World War II.

Because it was Oregon’s first 
and biggest multi-racial commu-
nity, Vanport’s destruction pushed 
African American families into a 
segregated Portland neighborhood 
called Albina and set up the racial 
dynamics we see today.

The list of Vanport Mosaic Fes-
tival 2018 events is long and var-
ied, find it all online at vanport-
mosaic.org, follow the link at the 
top right hand of the homepage to 
“Festival 2018.”

Here are a few special events 
you shouldn’t miss:

***Lessons From Vanport 
and Katrina: a dialogue to create 
community resilience during ex-
treme weather conditions. Vanport 
survivors will join city disaster 
officials, members of the house-
less community and the public in 
an interactive forum on Monday, 
May 28 – 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
EXPO Center. Admission is free.

***Confluence Story Gather-
ing. Guest speakers Tanna Eng-
dahl, a Cowlitz spiritual leader; 
Se-h-dom Edmo (Shoshone-Ban-
nock, Nez Perce, Yakama), the 
Movement building director for 
the Western States Center; and 
David Lewis, tribal historian and 
past manager of the Grand Ronde 
Cultural Resources Department 
screen oral histories from tribes 

along the Columbia and talk about 
why it’s important, on Sunday 
May 27, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
the Interstate Firehouse Cultural 
Center. Suggested contribution 
$10.

***Power to the People: Black 
Panther Party Legacy Tour of 
Albina. Join Kent Ford, found-
er of Portland’s chapter of the 
1960s-era black empowerment 
organization, for a walking tour 
in northeast Portland. Wear your 
walking shoes! 

Saturday May 26, 1:30 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m., Martin Luther King Jr. 
School: 4906 N.E. 6th Ave. Tick-
ets are $10.

***Lost City, Living Memo-
ries: Vanport Through The Voices 
of Its Residents. Hear the stories 
of the dramatic events of May 30, 
1948 directly from the people who 
lived it. This is a series of docu-
mentary short films of Vanport 
survivors produced by local com-
munity residents, and mentored by 
“story midwife” Laura Lo Forti. 
Portland State University  Prof. 
James Harrison opens with a brief 
history of Vanport, and remarks by 
Portland City Commissioner Nick 
Fish. The screening is Monday, 
May 28, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
EXPO Center - 2060 N. Marine 
Dr. Admission is free.

Legacy of A Forgotten City - 
The Vanport Mosaic Festival 2017: 
https://vimeo.com/254799611
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many, but now lags 25 percentage 
points behind Hardesty. Still, she’s 
maintaining an optimistic view 
heading into the general election.

“I was really surprised that 
it was such a low voter turnout. 
But I think the primary voters, 
they’ve spoken, and I am excit-
ed about going to November. I’m 
excited about being able to rein-
troduce myself to the people,” 
Smith said.

Turnout in Multnomah County 
was only about 31 percent, which 
was lower than statewide results 
and a smaller percentage than the 
2014 Primary Election in which 
turnout was  almost 33 percent. 
The number of ballots counted, 
however, was greater -- both in 
Multnomah County and the state 
-- because there is a bigger pop-
ulation now than in 2014 and a 
larger number of registered vot-
ers, due in part to the motor voter 
registration system that went into 
effect in 2016.

Smith hopes to rally the youth 
between now and November, 
many of whom are being automat-
ically registered to vote thanks to 
that bill.  

“I think it’s the perfect time to 
get young people, people who ha-
ven’t ordinarily participated in the 
democratic process to get them 
involved and get them engaged. I 
have a huge track record working 
with our youth and our seniors. 

Strong Finish for Hardesty
ContinueD from page 3 And I think they’re going to be a 

really important part of the cam-
paign.” she said.

Both Smith and Hardesty cam-
paigned on helping solve home-
lessness and affordable housing 
issues in Portland, though they’ve 
disagreed on some aspects of how 
to go about that. While Smith sup-
ports turning the never-opened 
north Portland Wapato jail into a 
shelter, Hardesty disagreed. 

One of Hardesty’s proposals 
was to hire homeless people to 
help clean up the city. The former 
U.S. Navy woman and three-term 
state representative also runs on 
a platform of police reform. She 
could not be reached for comment 
in time for publication of this ar-
ticle. 

In other local races, Mult-
nomah County Chair Deborah 
Kafoury secured her bid for 
re-election by capturing 71 per-
cent of the vote, far above the 
more than 50 percent needed to 
avoid a runoff. New comer Su-
sheela Jayapal, a former general 
counsel at Aidas America and 
longtime community volunteer, 
also won outright by capturing 
nearly 62 percent of the vote 
in the election for Multnomah 
County Commissioner for the 
seat being vacated by Smith.

Jayapal, who was born in India, 
was running against three oth-
ers—construction business owner 
Sharon Maxwell, former restau-
rateur and veteran Bruce Brous-

sard, and coffee shop owner Maria 
Garcia--all candidates of color. 
The victories by Kafoury and Jay-
apal’s are unofficial until  20 days 
after election day.

In southeast Portland, for-
mer state Rep. Shemia Fagan 
(D-Clackamas) captured 62 per-
cent of the vote in a successful 
campaign to unseat incumbent 
state Senator Rod Monroe in the 
Democratic Party. The race has 
had a sharp focus on housing is-
sues. Monroe netted just above 20 
percent of the vote while the third 
candidate, Somali-born immigrant 
rights activist Kayse Jama, came 
in third.

Monroe who has been in public 
office since 1976, drew scrutiny 
from fellow Democrats for being a 
landlord that opposed tenant pro-
tections, such as overturning the 
statewide ban on rent control and 
outlawing “no-cause” evictions. 
He owns a 51-unit apartment com-
plex in east Portland and has been 
sued by one of his tenants.

Both Fagan, a civil rights attor-
ney, and Jama ran on a platform of 
giving cities the ability to impose 
rent control. 

In statewide voting, guberna-
torial candidate Knute Buehler 
of Bend won the Republican 
Party nomination and will face 
off against incumbent Gov. Kate 
Brown, a Democrat, in November.  

For your light bulbs 
& parts to repair 
or make fixtures

Web:
www.sunlanlighting.com

E-mail:
kay@lightlady.com

3901 N. Mississippi Ave.
 Portland, OR 97227

503.281.0453
Fax 503.281.3408

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

Stylist
Wanted
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State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

Chicago-Style 
Steppin

Fun, Healthy Social 
Dance for Couples 
and Singles.

Weekly Classes
www.groovinhighsteppers.com

Denise Johnson 503-819-4576
Hernandez Williams 206-683-4101

Co-Founders and Instructers

Subscribe!
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions, PO Box 3137, Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year

(please include check with this subscription form)
Name:
Telephone:                  
Address:

or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

503-288-0033

‘We Choose Love’ Memorial
The grey walls of the Hollywood Transit Station have been transformed into a memorial mural with 
color, images and words of love in response to the horrific racist attack on a Max train last year 
that claimed the lives of two men, and seriously wounded another and forever touched the lives of 
many others. The community is invited to a public dedication of the mural to take place Saturday, 
May 26 at 4 p.m.
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WAshington clAssic 2018
Congratulations to all the players and coaches

Mark Washington 
welcomes Martina 

McCowan, who 
played in three 

prior Washington 
Classics, to the 

2018 tournament.

The Portland 
Observer Ballers 
boys team with 
coaches Jeff Ta 
(left) and Felipe 
Ruiz.

The girls team from the North American Youth and Family Center (NAYA) with 
coaches Micah Johnson (left) and Melvin McGill.

The Runnin 
Rebels #1 team 

with Coaches 
James Johnson 

and Marlon 
McGavin capture 
first place in the 

girls bracket 
of the 2018 
Washington 

Classic.

The Runnin 
Rebels #2 
team girls 
team and their 
coaches line up 
for the 2018 
Washington 
Classic.

The boys team from the North American Youth and Family Center (NAYA) and 
coaches Micah Johnson (left) and Jeff Sheng at the 2018 Washington Classic.

Team Rise with coaches Jimmy Clarke (left) and L.V. Van capture a first place trophy 
in the boys bracket of the 2018 Washington Classic.

The Inner City 
Basketball boys 
team with coach 
Lamarr Winston 
earns a second 
place finish at the 
2018 Washington 
Classic.

photos by mark Washington/
the portlanD observer
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55 years experience
Serving Oregon and Washington

Contracted agent with AARP – Humana – Mutual of Omaha 
Health Care Specialist

Medicare Supplements / Life Insurance
Medicare Advantage Plan

Prescription Drug Programs / Final Expenses

2703 E. Mill Plain Blvd Vancouver, WA 98661 
Cell (772) 410-6778 / Fax (360) 718-2536

Email: Dimery100@gmail.com 

Like & share Me on FACEBOOK

Health 
Care 

Specialist
FORREST 
JENKINS

President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama at the White House in 2015.  (AP photo)

Obamas’ Sign TV Netflix Deal
(AP) -- Barack and Michelle 

Obama are getting into the televi-
sion business with Monday’s an-
nouncement that they had signed a 
multi-year deal with Netflix.

The former president and first 
lady have formed their own pro-
duction company, Higher Ground 
Productions, for the material.

Netflix said the Obamas would 
make “a diverse mix of content,” 
potentially including scripted and 
unscripted series, documentaries 
or features.

“We hope to cultivate and 
curate the talented, inspiring, 
creative voices who are able to 
promote greater empathy and un-

derstanding between peoples, and 
help them share their stories with 
the wider world,” Barack Obama 
said in Netflix’s announcement.

“Barack and I have always be-
lieved in the power of storytelling 
to inspire us, to make us think dif-
ferently about the world around 
us, and to help us open our minds 
and hearts to others,” Michelle 
Obama said.

The former president appeared 
in January on David Letterman’s 
Netflix talk show, “My Next 
Guest Needs No Introduction.” 
Obama is said to be friendly with 
Ted Sarandos, the Netflix chief 
content officer.
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Mississippi
Alberta
North Portland

Vancouver
East County

Beaverton

Students fill the halls at De La Salle North Catholic High School. The faith-based, college prep school is losing its lease for a building that it has called home for 11 years, 
the former Kenton Elementary school in north Portland, and has launched a search for a new home.

School Needs a New Home
Lease running 
out for De La 
Salle North

De La Salle North Catholic 
High School is inviting communi-
ty members to help in the search 
for a new school building.

The faith-based, college prep 
school, one of the most diverse 
in all of Oregon with 31 percent 
of the students being black and 
41 percent Hispanic, will not be 
able to renew its lease for a build-
ing that it has called home for 11 

years, the former Kenton Elemen-
tary school at 7528 N. Fenwick 
Ave.

Built in 1913, the school is 
owned by Portland Public Schools 
and its current $440,000 annual 
lease to De La Salle is set to expire 
in June 2021.

School District officials told the 
Portland Observer on Friday they 
have no specific plan for how the 
school site would be used in the 
future, but say recent events have 
demonstrated a need for addition-
al facilities to house school district 
programs in a way that serves stu-
dents best.

“We are disappointed that we 
cannot stay in our current build-
ing; however, the expiration of the 
lease provides us the opportunity 
to find a new location to continue 
to offer our transformative educa-
tion model,” said Patti O’Mara, 
chair of the De La Salle North 
Catholic Board of Trustees. “The 
highly competitive Portland real 
estate market makes this a chal-
lenge, but with the help of the 
community, we are confident we 
will find a new home.”

De La Salle North Catholic is 
sponsored by the Christian Broth-
ers and is a part of the Roman 

Catholic Archdiocese of Portland/
Western Oregon. The school is 
known for its rigorous academ-
ics coupled with exposure to re-
al-world work opportunities. On 
average, 98 percent of the school’s 
graduating seniors earn accep-
tance to college.  Most recently, 
100 percent of the 51 students in 
the class of 2017 were accepted 
to college and were awarded $3.8 
million in scholarship funding.

Students at the school attend 
class four days per week and work 
for a local company one day each 
week as part of the Corporate 
Work Study Program that pro-

vides work experience, business 
contacts and helps offset the cost 
to educate students. 

Donations from individuals 
and foundations cover more than 
40 percent of the school’s opera-
tional budget. Tuition and support 
from the Christian Brothers make 
up the rest. Family contributions 
range from $120 to $2,995 per 
year based on financial need. 

“We don’t turn away any capa-
ble or interested student because 
they cannot afford our modest tui-
tion,” O’Mara said.

ContinueD on page 19
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Sweet Street Food Cart
Located at 15th and Alberta
call 503-995-6150 to place order

Mon. - Fri., 11:00am - 9:00pm  •  Sat. 11am - 6:00pm  •  Closed Sun.
Wednesday Special: 3 Wings $2.00

Friday Special: Rib Sandwich, Beef or Pork, $4.00

Spring
Special

Portland 
Juneteenth 
Planning

Plans are being made for 
Portland’s annual Juneteenth 
celebration, coming Saturday, 
June 16, with the Clara Peoples 
Freedom Trail Parade and fol-
lowed by festivities at the Leg-
acy Emanuel Hospital field on 
North Russell Street between 
Vancouver and Williams.

Juneteenth is a free family fun 
event commemorating the end 
of slavery and is open to every-
one. The parade will start at 11 
a.m. on June 16 beginning at the 
Safeway store on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard and proceed-
ing to the Emanuel field where 
the celebration will follow from 
noon to 6 p.m. with music, food, 
hip hop cardio, a kids area and 
a raffle.

In addition, on Thursday, June 
14, the Billy Webb Elks Lodge, 
6 N. Tillamook St., will host a 
Miss Juneteenth Scholarship 
Pageant. You’re invited to join 
10 young women, ranging in 
ages from 14 to 18 years old, as 
they vie for the title and crown 
of Miss Juneteenth Oregon.

For information on Portland 
Juneteenth, visit juneteenthor.
com or call 971-930-5862.

D.J. Norman-Cox (standing) teaches senior citizens in Denton, 
Texas how to locate Texas newspaper references to the 
Emancipation Proclamation, pre-Juneteenth. Norman-Cox’s book 
“Juneteenth 101” counters claims that news did not reach Texas 
until two and a half years after the proclamation was issued.

Juneteenth Origin Debunked
Author corrects 
myths about the 
annual holiday

Donald Norman-Cox, a 64 
year old resident of Denton, Tex-
as has a message for the nation 
regarding next month’s June-
teenth celebration: “Tell it right 
or stop talking.”  Since the mid-
2000s, Mr. Norman-Cox has spo-
radically informed college and 
community groups that parts of 
the Juneteenth explanation are 
flagrantly wrong.  This year, his 
message has muscle.

“Every explanation I’ve heard 
since childhood made little 
sense,” Norman-Cox said. But 
like many others, he never both-
ered to search for facts. “I won-
dered how news of the proclama-
tion could travel to Europe faster 

others had researched their expla-
nations. “I challenged nothing,” 
he laughs, “until one question re-
fused to be ignored.” That ques-
tion was why do Texans com-
memorate both Watchnight and 
Juneteenth?

Watchnight was the night 
slaves held vigils to watch for 
freedom, courtesy of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation. Juneteenth 
occurred supposedly because no 
one knew the Proclamation ex-
isted.  Norman-Cox said, “Those 
opposing explanations coexist 
peacefully only in minds of the 
oblivious.” 

While digging for clarification, 
he discovered some Texans knew 
about the Emancipation Procla-
mation before it was issued. 

 “On September 15, 1862, a 
newspaper in tiny Clarksville, 
Texas reported Lincoln was about 
to issue ‘a proclamation of gener-
al universal emancipation.’ Nine 
days later, Lincoln issued his pre-
liminary proclamation. What lit-
tle guys knew, the big ones did, 
too,” he said.

That and other discoveries are 
packed in his new book. 

Norman-Cox calls his find-
ings, “Earth shaking, but noth-
ing new.”  He said, “Professional 
historians – which I’m not – have 
known these facts probably since 
emancipation became a topic 
worthy of scholarly examination.  
This book translates existing aca-
demic discourse into street speak 
… to help Big Mama and Ray-
Ray ‘nem not be wrong.”

Juneteenth 101 claims incor-
rect explanations oversimplify 

the complex and chaotic way 
slavery ended. Believing slavery 
continued because they didn’t 
know, misidentifies ‘they.’

“They” refers to slave own-
ers,” Norman-Cox contends. 
“What slaves knew was irrele-
vant. Their walking off the job is 
called running away, not emanci-
pation.”

According to Norman-Cox, 
Juneteenth falsehoods are perva-
sive.  Even Congress incorrect-
ly refers to Juneteenth as “the 
day slavery ended in the United 
States.” Juneteenth 101 identifies 
31 congressional resolutions that 
include or were defended by that 
statement.  “As if six months lat-
er, the Thirteenth Amendment did 
nothing,” Cox added.

To replace that inaccuracy 
the book offers this explanation, 
“Juneteenth celebrates the end of 
slavery; not the day slavery end-
ed.”  

Juneteenth 101 is a 104 page 
book published by Arising To-
gether Publishing; available ex-
clusively at amazonbooks.com 
for $13.

than it floated across the states. 
How did news reach what is 
now New Mexico without going 
through Texas? When did other 
states free their slaves?”

Those quandaries and more are 
addressed in Norman-Cox’s new 
book Juneteenth 101. The book 
debunks several widely held 
myths about Juneteenth, includ-
ing its primary tenet: news of the 
Proclamation didn’t reach Texas 
for two and a half years.

“You hear that everywhere, but 
it’s wrong,” Norman-Cox said.  
“Delayed emancipation was not 
caused by not-knowing.  The cul-
prit was lack of enforcement.”

Norman-Cox admits to hold-
ing a near life-long hope that 



Page 13  May 23, 2018

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

The Columbia Gorge Express bus, sponsored by the Oregon Department of Transportation, returns to service in time for the 
Memorial Day Weekend.

Gorge Express Bus Returns
The popular Columbia 

Gorge Express bus service 
by the Oregon Department of 
Transportation begins its third 
year on Friday, May 25 and 
now it will go as far east as 
Hood River and operate seven 
days a week, year-round.

The bus will begin Fri-
day-Saturday-Sunday service 
– plus Memorial Day -- from 
Gateway Transit Center in 
Portland to Rooster Rock State 
Park, Multnomah Falls, Cas-
cade Locks and Hood River. 
On June 11, the bus will start 
service seven days a week, 
year-round. 

“This service opens up ac-
cess to the treasures of the Co-
lumbia River Gorge to people 
who had no way to get there 
in the past,” said Rian Wind-
sheimer, ODOT’s regional 
manager for the Portland area. 

Service will begin at 8:30 
a.m. Friday when the first bus 
of the day leaves Gateway 
Transit Center. The last bus of 
the day departs Hood River for 
Portland at 7:10 p.m.

A round-trip ticket from 
Gateway Transit Center to 
Multnomah Falls will still cost 
$5 per person and an all-day, 
hop-on/hop-off pass will cost 
$15 for individuals. Children 6 
and under ride for free.

Riders are strongly encour-
aged to purchase tickets in 
advance to avoid boarding 
delays. For the full schedule, 
tickets, and more information 
go to ColumbiaGorgeExpress.
com.

Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

or email ads@portlandobserver.com
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Advertise with diversity 
in The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 
or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

Community 
Supper 

Fundraiser
June 2, 2018, 5:30 pm

Red Lion Hotel
on the River
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First AME Zion Events
First A.M.E Zion Church, 

109 N. Skidmore St., invites 
the community to join them 
for a series of special events. 
On Saturday, May 26 and 
every fourth Saturday, the 

historic African-American 
congregation hosts a month-
ly breakfast starting at 9 a.m. 
The church’s clothing min-
istry is also available free of 
charge at the time. Plans are 

also underway for a special 
anniversary event on Sat-
urday, June 16 when First 
A.M.E. Zion turns 156 years 
old. The church will also be 
hosting a fundraiser.

Subscribe!
503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions,  
PO Box 3137,  

Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months

$80.00 for 6 mo.
$125.00 for 1 year
(please include  
check with this 

subscription form)

Name:

Telephone:                  

Address:

or email subscriptions@
portlandobserver.com

Fax:  503-288-0015  •  e-mail: classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L e g a L  N o t i c e s
Need to publish a 
court document or 
notice? Need an 
affidavit of publica-
tion quickly and ef-
ficiently? Please fax 
or e-mail your no-
tice for a free price 
quote!

INVITATION TO BIDS
Portland Community College 

Invitation to Bid 
For 

District-Wide (DW) Educational 
Podium Installation & Ancillary Equipment 

Bids Due on June 19th, 2018 at 2:00 pm, current time. 
Portland Community College (PCC) is solicitating bids for DW 
Educational Podium Installation & Ancillary Equipment. 
Complete minimum specifications and required bid documents can be 
obtained from the PCC Solicitation Opportunities Link: https://www.
pcc.edu/purchasing. (Click on the Solicitation Opportunities link, open 
the Solicitation Screen, and click on the ITB Project DOWNLOAD button. 
A registration form opens, and once filled, the ITB will be sent to the 
email indicated on the form. Interested bidders who are not equipped 
to download the document(s) may request a copy by contacting Sandy 
Wanner, Bond Procurement Coordinator, 971-722-8411, or by sending 
an email request to swanner@pcc.edu. Bids must be delivered to the 
following office no later than the date and time noted above: 

Portland Community College 
Attn: Sandy Wanner 
9700 SW Capitol Hwy, Ste. 260, 
Portland, OR 97219 

Bids will be opened at the above noted location at 2:15 pm. Late bids 
will not be considered.
Bids may be rejected for not complying with all prescribed public 
bidding procedures or for good cause on a finding by PCC that it is in 
the public interest to do so. PC reserves the right to reject any bids and 
to waive irregularities. 
The contract awarded under this invitation to bid is subject to the 
payment of prevailing wages under ORS 279.800 to 279C.870 (and 
the Davis-Bacon Act (40 US §§ 3141 to 3148), if applicable).
Minority-owned, woman-owned, emerging small business, 
disadvantaged business enterprises, and service-disabled veteran 
owned businesses will be afforded full opportunity to submit their bid 
in response to this solicitation and will not be discriminated against. 
Dated this 23rd day of May 2018.

Portland Community College
Request for Proposal (RFP)

For
District Wide (DW) Signage Fabrication & 

Installation Services
RFP - District Wide (DW) Signage Fabrication & Installation Service 
due on June 18th, 2018 at 2:00 pm, current time.
Portland Community College (PCC) is solicitating RFP’s for District 
Wide (DW) Signage Fabrication & Installation Service.
Complete minimum specifications and required RFP documents can 
be obtained from the PCC Solicitation Opportunities Link: https://
www.pcc.edu/purchasing. (Click on the Solicitation Opportunities 
link, open the Solicitation Screen, and click on the RFP Project 
DOWNLOAD button. A registration form opens, and once filled, the 
RFP will be sent to the email indicated on the form. Interested bidders 
who are not equipped to download the document(s) may request a 
copy by contacting Sandy Wanner, Bond Procurement Coordinator, 
971-722-8411, or by sending an email request to swanner@pcc.edu. 
Bids must be delivered to the following office no later than the date 
and time noted above:

Portland Community College
Attn: Sandy Wanner
9700 SW Capitol Hwy, Ste. 260,
Portland, OR 97219

Bids may be rejected for not complying with all prescribed public-
bidding procedures or for good cause on a finding by PCC that it is in 
the public interest to do so. PC reserves the right to reject any bids 
and to waive irregularities.
Late proposals will not be considered.
Bids may be rejected for not complying with all prescribed public-
bidding procedures or for good cause on a finding by PCC that it is in 
the public interest to do so. PCC reserves the right to reject any bids 
and to waive irregularities.
The contract awarded under this invitation to bid is subject to the 
payment of prevailing wages under ORS 279.800 to 279C.870 (and 
the Davis-Bacon Act (40 US §§ 3141 to 3148), if applicable).
Minority-owned, woman-owned, emerging small business, 
disadvantaged business enterprises, and service-disabled veteran 
owned businesses will be afforded full opportunity to submit their bid 
in response to this solicitation and will not be discriminated against.
Dated this 23rd day of May 2018.

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID

Bids/suB-Bids
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Need to publish a court 
document or notice? Need 
an affidavit of publication 
quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your 
notice for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer
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Classified/Bids

Platinum FadeSalon
Hair Stylist Wanted 

Call Sherman Jackson • 503 284-2989

5050 NE 9th Unit A
Portland, Or 97211

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking 

Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility 
(PACR)

Steel Piles/Shoring, Concrete Reinforcing, Masonry, 
Waterproofing, Drywall/Framing, Elevators/Escalators

JE Dunn Construction invites written Bids from qualified Trade 
Partners to provide construction services for Steel Piles, 

Concrete Reinforcing, Masonry, Waterproofing, Drywall/Framing, 
Elevators/Escalators on the PACR project.  

A complete copy of the Bidding Documents can be obtained by 
emailing Jeff Banister at jeff.banister@jedunn.com. Bids may 

also be delivered by email to Jeff Banister.

Bids due 2:00pm PST May 31, 2018 
Any Bid received after the specified date and time  

will not be considered. 
A pre-proposal meeting will be located at the PDX Conference 

Center, 7000 NE Airport Way, Umatilla Conference room, on May 
18th, 2018 at 10:30 AM for answering questions regarding the 

Scopes of Work on the Project.

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97209 • (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses. This 
is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, and 

Emerging Small Business participation.

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking 

Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility 
(PACR)

Plumbing & Mechanical Trade Partner
JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed proposals for 

qualified Trade Partners to provide Plumbing & Mechanical work 
on the PACR project.

RFP Responses due 2:00pm PST June 4, 2018 
A pre-bid meeting will be located at the Port of Portland HQ, 

7000 NE Airport Way, Umatilla Conference Room, on May 21st, 
2018 at 10:30 AM for answering any questions regarding the 

work on this Project.
A complete copy of the RFP can be obtained by emailing Mike 
Nichols at mike.nichols@jedunn.com. Proposals may also be 

delivered by email to Mike Nichols. 
Any Proposal received after the specified date  

and time will not be considered. 

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97209 • (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses. This 
is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, and 

Emerging Small Business participation.

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking 

Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility 
(PACR)

Roadwork and Misc. Site Services and P1 & P2 Modifications
JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed Bids from 

qualified Trade Partners to provide construction services for the 
Roadwork and Misc. Site Services and P1 & P2 Modification on 

the PACR Project.

Bids due 2:00pm PST June 4, 2018 
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be located at the Port of 
Portland HQ, 7000 NE Airport Way, Umatilla Conference Room, 
on May 21st, 2018 at 8 AM for answering questions regarding 

the Scopes of Work on the Project.
A complete copy of the RFP can be obtained by emailing Rob 
Means at Robert.means@jedunn.com. Proposals may also be 

delivered by email to Rob Means. 
Any Bid received after the specified date  

and time will not be considered. 

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97209 • (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses. This 
is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, and 

Emerging Small Business participation.

The Portland Building Reconstruction Project
Invitation to Bid on Packages:

4B – Structural Steel and Misc. Metals
4H – Door Frames, Doors, Hardware for Core areas

4J – Drywall & ACT
Proposals are due: See ITB’s for the bids due time

Bid Contact: Oleg Saidov     
email address: saidovo@hswc.com 

Bid Documents are located at link:  
https://bbcus.egnyte.com/fl/7BZD4Ex9KW

Oleg Saidov | APM

SUB BID REQUEST

CCB 191495

office: 503.220.0895 | mobile: 503.550.6067 | email: saidovo@hswc.com
1455 NW Irving Street, Suite 400, Portland, OR 97209

www.howardswright.com | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn

503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions, PO Box 3137, Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year

(please include check with this subscription form)
Name:
Telephone:                  
Address:

or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

Subscribe!

Fifth Avenue Court Apartments
Waitlist open for affordable studios 

and 1 bedrooms
Income and student restrictions apply

P:503.241.8404 
E: Fifthavenue@cresapts.com

Petition:
In the Superior Court of 
Washington, County of Mason.  
In the matter of non-parental 
custody case #17330223, 
Regarding Petitioner, Karin 
Newman and Respondent’s 
Alicia Burrows and Afred Garcia.   
Alfred Garcia for Summons 
served by Publication for non 
parent custody and reasonable 
visitation for parents.  You must 
respond in writing for the court 
to consider your side.  Deadline! 
Your Response must be filed 
and served within 60 days of the 
date this summons is published.  
If you do not file and serve your 
response by the deadline: No 
further notification is required 
for hearings in this case, and the 
court may approve the requests 
in the Petition.
Follow these steps: Read the 
petition and documents filed 
at court with this summons. 
Fill out form: FL. Non-Parent 
415 Response to Non-Parent 
Custody Petition, go to the 
Washington State Courts, 
website: www.courts.wa.gov/
forms.  The administrative Office 
of the Courts  (360) 705-5328. 
Washington LawHelp: www.
washingtonlawhelp.org or The 
Superior Court Clerk’s office or 
county law library.  You may use 
certified mail with return receipt 
request.  File your original 
Response with the clerk: Mason 
County Superior Court Clerk, 
419th PO Box 340, Shelton, Wa  
98584. (Published date  March 
28,2018 until May 23,2018)
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welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

Starbucks Needs to Work with the Community
Diversity 
training not 
good enough
by phillip JaCkson

If Howard Shultz 
wasn’t the founder of 
Starbucks, he would 
have been one of the 
boycott protesters 
with us. He said he 
was “embarrassed” 
and “ashamed” by the 
arrest of two black 
men in a Starbucks store in Phil-
adelphia who were taken away by 
police and subsequently held for 
nine hours in jail for the crime of 
sitting in a Starbucks store and not 
ordering coffee.  

Starbucks is widely known as 
a good operator and an overall 
good guy in American business 
circles with its clean stores, open 
meeting spaces, free Wi-Fi; strong 
community relations, and its great 
business model consisting of good 
jobs with fair benefits.  

But the Starbucks decision to 
fix this public relations problem 

with “diversity training” is not the 
Howard Schultz or even the Star-
bucks way. Rather than work with 
the black community towards a 
solution to this potentially inter-
national issue, Starbucks turned 

to themselves and created a 
program for diversity train-
ing that includes closing their 
stores for one day and hiring 
the highest-priced diversity 
trainers money can buy.  

The black community want-
ed to know, “How will we, the 
black community --aggrieved 
by this incident and aggrieved 

every day -- how will we be better 
because of your “diversity train-
ing”?  The only answer Starbucks 
could give was, after the training 
“You will be better because we will 
be better.” Sorry! Not good enough! 

Numerous studies by Harvard 
University, MIT, Tel Aviv Univer-
sity and others show that diversi-
ty training doesn’t work and can 
produce the opposite of intended 
outcomes. These studies conclude 
that decades of cultural, racial and 
environmental bias and prejudice 
cannot be eradicated with one or 
50 or 100 “diversity trainings.” In 

fact, such “trainings” can cause 
those hard-wired feelings to be-
come more deeply entrenched 
thus resulting in the opposite of 
the sought-after effect.  

In Chicago, The Black Star 
Project organized a 12-store boy-
cott of Starbucks.  During the 
boycott, no anger was displayed. 
No one was arrested. No windows 
were broken. No stores were fire-
bombed. Instead, there was plenty 
of dialogue.  Dialogue is the Star-
bucks way. There were reports of 
Starbucks’ employees offering the 
boycotters free coffee and stand-
ing with the protesters.

The Chicago boycott organiz-
ers are now planning community 
forums at more than 300 black-
owned or managed coffee hous-
es, as well as at faith-based and 
community-based organizations 
across the U.S. These events 
will serve as “Black Economic 
Empowerment Forums” where 
attendees will develop plans to 
improve the economic vitality of 
their communities. 

We wanted Starbucks to be part 
of this initiative. So far, they have 
said no.  But working with the 

community will only make them 
better. It’s important to understand 
that even with over 9,000 stores 
throughout America, Starbucks 
shops are really only guests in 
these communities.  

Howard Schultz, founder and 
executive chairman of the Star-
bucks Board of Directors does un-
derstand Starbucks culture and he 
understands America. He knows 
that the Starbucks success is tied 
to communities’ success. 

In 2015, Starbucks tried to con-
vene a ‘Race Together” dialogue 
through its stores.  America was 
not ready then. In 2018, America 
is coming apart racially, socially 
and religiously. America is now 
ready for Howard Schultz’ ideas. 
But this effort cannot be owned 
by Starbucks alone. Other corpo-
rations, government agencies at 
all levels, foundations, faith-based 
and civic organizations along with 
social institutions and others must 
partner with Starbucks to make 
America and the world better.   

Starbucks, well established in 
business history, now has a chance 
to establish itself in human history.    

In the words of Mr. Schultz: 

“…if we think about the country 
today — and I’m not talking about 
politics — I think the country 
needs to become more compas-
sionate, more empathic. And we 
can’t speak about the promise of 
America and the American Dream 
and leave millions of people be-
hind. And it’s my view that — 
leave Washington aside and all the 
politics aside — businesses and 
business leaders need to do a lot 
more for the people we employ, 
the communities we serve, and we 
can make a significant difference.”

Schultz says that he knows the 
Starbucks chain “won’t bridge the 
racial divide on its own” and that 
a coffee company “can only do 
so much.” However, he hopes to 
keep pushing forward and pursue 
initiatives that matter to him with 
the “same vigor he pursues corpo-
rate profits.” 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott 
that changed America forever last-
ed 381 days. The Starbucks Boy-
cott is only 33 days old. Only 348 
days to go.    

Phillip Jackson is founder and 
chair of the Black Star Project in 
Chicago.

Fighting Ben Carson’s 300 Percent Rent Hike
Portland’s 
Gray Panthers 
mobilize
by leW ChurCh

Ben Carson, Donald Trump’s 
Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), proposed a 
300 percent rent hike last month 
against low-income tenants across 
the country.  Portland Gray Pan-
thers is fighting back! 

In the excellent Portland Ob-
server opinion article (“Wrong 
Time to Cut Back on Public Hous-
ing,” May 9 issue) writer Ebony 
Slaughter-Johnson correctly chas-
tised Carson’s plan which only 
throws fuel on the fire of this na-
tional housing crisis.

In Oregon, we have seen nation-
al publications like the New York 
Times already label Portland as 
“Tent City USA.” And in a now-in-
famous direct mail piece for last 
week’s primary election for Port-
land City Council, losing candidate 
Stuart Emmons issued a dire warn-
ing that “tents and tarps are coming 
to your neighborhood.”

During a public forum on hous-
ing and homelessness held last 
month at the offices of Metro, 
50 attendees heard speaker after 

speaker cite one of the primary rea-
sons for folks camping out in tents 
and sleeping on sidewalks is sky-
rocketing rents.

Last year, the Oregon House and 
Gov. Kate Brown supported a bill 
to legalize rent control by cities in 
Oregon, only to be blocked in the 
Senate by Rod Monroe, a southeast 
Portland lawmaker who was just 
defeated in the May 15 Primary.

Advocates for tenants will be 
back and plan to see rent control 

legalized in Oregon and halt Car-
son’s rent hike, as well. 

Our newly-revitalized Portland 
Gray Panthers group seeks to halt 
this HUD “fire sale” of gargan-
tuan rent hikes, threats and evic-
tions.  The chapter is meeting on 
Saturdays at 4 p.m. at Portland 
State University’s Chit Chat Café, 
located at 1907 S.W. Sixth and on 
the Green MAX, next to Hot Lips 
Pizza.  

Tenant advocates have worked 
over the past two years with low-in-

come tenants, seniors and people 
with disabilities at the Butte and 
Biltmore buildings, downtown. At 
one point, Gray Panther members 
organized a six-month rent strike at 
PSU to protest frequent rent hikes, 
lack of repairs and management 
problems with a subcontracted 
landlord management firm.

As the rent strike developed, 
coed tenants reported one building 
manager for using his pass key to 
enter apartments and refusing to 

leave, a violation of landlord-tenant 
law and a criminal offense.  That 
manager was then fired.

With the help of the Tenant 
Rights Project and activist PSU 
students, Gray Panthers organizers 
also gave a landlord-tenant work-
shop to undergrads at Reed Col-
lege, and Reed generously donated 
$300 to the effort. The meeting was 
disrupted, however, by a represen-
tative for a downtown landlord 
who falsely represented himself as 
a lawyer.

Housing is a basic human right. 
The Trump Administration, per-
sonified in this case by the HUD 
secretary, seeks to trample on the 
ability of workers and poor folk to 
keep their apartments and not be 
evicted. 

As we now know, Carson last 
year sought to purchase a $30,000 
dinette set (with blue satin trim) 
for his office location in Washing-
ton, D.C. -- a purchase that was 
rescinded under the lens of public 

scrutiny.
Working with the National Gray 

Panthers network, Justice in Ag-
ing and CarsonWatch -- Portland 
tenant rights organizers plan to 
counter Carson’s tone-deaf rent 
hike proposal with news confer-
ences, pickets, demonstrations and 
a letter writing campaign.

Like Trump’s budget cut pro-
posals for Medicare, food stamps 
(SNAP), National Public Radio, the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
and other programs that benefit 

people throughout our country -- 
the HUD rent hike proposal is one 
more step in a Trump-Carson at-
tack on folks who have worked all 
their lives, who may be disabled, 
who may be women or mothers 
with children, and on many com-
munities across our land.

Writing almost two centuries 
ago, Karl Marx might have been 
thinking of the Trump era when 
he said”... passions without truth, 
truths without passions; heroes 
without heroic deeds, history with-
out events; development whose 
sole driving force seems to be the 
calendar, wearying with constant 
repetition of the same tensions and 
relaxations...”

In other words, Trump, Carson 
and their ilk simply seek to wear 
folks down, and, hope by hope, 
Twitter by Twitter, to silence dis-
sent and opposition. While not 
every tenant has read Karl Marx, 
many have heard the reframe from 
a more recent civil rights organiz-
er, Malcolm X, to fight the powers 
that be “By Any Means Neces-
sary.”

Lew Church is coordinator 
of Portland Gray Panthers and 
founding publisher and editor of 
two activist Portland State Uni-
versity papers, the Rearguard and 
the Agitator.

Housing is a basic human right. The Trump 
Administration, personified in this case by the HUD 
secretary, seeks to trample on the ability of workers and 
poor folk to keep their apartments and not be evicted. 
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

MCS Still in 
Business

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area  
and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 

Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning
Regular Area Rugs

$25.00 Minimum
Wool Oriental Rugs

$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

Thank you to the 18,000 voters 
who believed in me, my passion, 
and skill sets to create  positive 
change within our communities. 
Considering my journey for the 
county Board of Commission-
ers Chair position began with 

Thank You Voters

The Moral Revolution America Needs
Shifting the 
conversation on 
poverty and race
by JessiCah pierre

Thousands of civil 
rights advocates, low-
wage workers, and re-
ligious leaders kicked 
off massive protests 
on May 14, launching 
a 40-day campaign 
across the nation in 
an effort to revive Martin Luther 
King’s Poor People’s Campaign.

The Poor People’s Campaign 
brings together poor and marginal-
ized people from all backgrounds, 
places, and religions to stand up for 
their lives and rights by calling for 
a “revolution of American values.” 
They’re taking aim at the evils of 
systemic racism, poverty, the war 
economy, and ecological devasta-
tion.

The first Poor People’s Cam-
paign in 1968 brought thousands 
of Americans of all races together 
to fight for fair incomes and living 

standards. After King was mur-
dered that same year, the movement 
slowed down. But with the fights 
for racial and economic equality as 
intertwined now as they were 50 
years ago, organizers believe that 

the movement’s vision for 
America couldn’t come at a 
better time.

The Poor People’s cam-
paign calls not only for a 
radical redistribution of po-
litical and economic power, 
but for a deep moral analysis 
of the national consciousness 

around poverty and racism.
This analysis calls out the com-

mon myths that perpetuate systemic 
inequality, including the dangerous 
belief that poverty is the fault of the 
poor. Those with more than ample 
wealth, the narrative goes, fully 
merit what they have. And others 
merit less.

My colleague Chuck Collins de-
scribes this narrative as the “myth 
of deservedness.” In his book Born 
on Third Base, Collins defines that 
myth as the belief “that people are 
poor because they don’t try as hard, 
have made mistakes, or lack wit and 

wisdom.” And the rich, the same 
story goes, have worked “harder, 
smarter, or more creatively.”

This “deservedness” narrative 
largely ignores the discrimination 
and other barriers that have blocked 
economic progress for poor people 
and people of color, or the public 
policies that have kept these barri-
ers intact — things like housing and 
employment discrimination, mass 
incarceration, and tax policies that 
favor the wealthy over poor people 
of all colors.

A report released this year by 
the Institute for Policy Studies, The 
Souls of Poor Folks, examines how 
what Dr. King called the “Triplets 
of Evil” — systemic racism, pover-
ty, and the war economy and mili-
tarism — as well as the interrelated 
problem of ecological devastation, 
have deepened since 1968 because 
of structural and systemic reasons, 
rather than individual failures.

The report points out that since 
1968, the top 1 percent’s share of 
national income has nearly doubled, 
while the official poverty rate for 
all U.S. families has merely inched 
up and down. The 400 wealthiest 

Americans now own more wealth 
than the bottom 64 percent of the 
U.S. population (or 204 million 
people).

As the government increasing-
ly caters to the interests of the few 
rich and powerful rather than being 
accountable to the poor and margin-
alized majority, the Poor People’s 
Campaign reminds us of the ongo-
ing and emerging movements that 
are compelling a change in our na-
tional priorities.

During a time where America 
couldn’t be more politically and 
economically polarized, it’s time 
to change the moral narrative in 
this country by coming together 
under moral clarity. We must shift 
the national conversation from 
“right versus left” to “right versus 
wrong.”

The Poor Peoples Campaign is 
currently organizing events in over 
30 states. Learn more about how 
you can get involved at poorpeople-
campaign.com.

Jessicah Pierre is the inequality 
media specialist at the Institute for 
Policy Studies. Distributed by Oth-
erWords.org. 

Letter to the Editor
my filing for the office on March 
8, and in those 2 and 1/2 months 
drew such strong support for a 
non-traditional candidate, with no 
household name, or branding, the 
result, while not a victory for me, 
validates my message and cry for 
hope and change.

I want to reaffirm to the commu-
nity that I will not “sit down on the 
stairs” and be contented allowing 
the issues that plague us to simply 
set on the shelf. I often allude to 
the word “fatalism” where many 
underserved and underrepresented  
feel “that’s just the way it is.” Not 
so, for a change is going to come.

I will continue to be a true ser-
vant  and voice for our commu-

nities, representing and respect-
ing people from all walks of life.  
Nobody told me the road was go-
ing to be easy, but with the over 
18,000 votes of confidence and 
encouragement, I see each of you 
and those who missed the oppor-
tunity to vote in the Primary as the 
wind beneath my wings as we soar 
for healthy change. 

(Deborah) Bora Harris
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Calendar

May 2018
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Mother Goose Day
Hawaiian Lei Day
May Day
Worthy Wage Day 

Dr. Benjamin Spock 
Born in 1903

National Sun Day
Constitution 

Memorial Day in 
Japan

Space Day
National Weather 

Observers’ Day

Kentucky Derby 
takes place today

Cinco de Mayo
Children’s Day In 

Japan

Eiffel Tower opens 
to the public in 
1889

1st Stamp Collection 
Started

Pulitzer Prize Es-
tablished (1917)

National Teacher 
Day

No Socks Day

National School 
Nurse Day

First USA Newspa-
per Cartoon, 1754

Clean Up Your 
Room Day

Twilight Zone Day
Louis Farrakhan, 

born 1933; National 
Leader of The Nation 
Of Islam

International Nurs-
es Day

Kite Day
Limerick Day

Mother’s Day
Tulip Day
Stevie Wonder; born 

1950; legendary 
music artist

Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, 1804

Dance Like a 
Chicken Day

Frank L. Baum 
Author of The 
Wizard of Oz - 
born in 1856

Ramadan Begins
First US Nickel 
Minted In 1866

First Kentucky Der-
by In 1875

International Mu-
seum Day

Visit Your Relatives 
Day

Miniature Golf Day
Armed Forces Day

Lindbergh Flight 
Day in 1927

Mary Pope Osborne 
born, 1949

American Red Cross 
Founded Founded 
by Clara Barton in 
1881

Buy-A-Musical 
Instrument Day

Bernard Shaw; 1856-
1950; journalist and 
anchor of CNN News

Lucky Penny Day
Scatman Crothers; 

1910-1986; best 
known for “Chico 
and the Man”

Patti LaBelle; born 
1944; R&B legend 
known for her many 
hits

National Missing 
Children’s Day

National Tap 
Dance Day

Blueberry Cheese-
cake Day

Pam Grier; born 
1949; actress, played 
“Foxy Brown”

Golden Gate Bridge 
Opens, 1937

Masking Tape Pat-
ented in 1930

Memorial Day
Jim Thorpe Born in 
1888

John F.  
Kennedy Born in 1917

Dr. Henry McBay; 
1914-1995; chemist, 
professor at More-
house College

Lincoln Theodore 
Monroe Andrew Per-
ry; 1902-1985; actor

World No Tobacco 
Day

Shirley Verrett; born 
1931-2010;  
renowned Soprano
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Vanport Mosaic Festival -- Celebrating community history and resilience and 
commemorating the 70th anniversary of the Vanport Flood, the Vanport Mosa-
ic Festival opens Wednesday and continues through the Memorial Day weekend. 
Live performances, film screenings, multi-disciplinary exhibits, historical walking 
tours and community engagements are scheduled at various venues in north and 
northeast Portland. For a complete schedule, visit vanportmosaic.org.
My Black is Beautiful Celebration -- The Vancouver NAACP, Odyssey World 
International and other black women leaders in Vancouver are holding a free, all 
ages positive expressive event “My Black is Beautiful,” celebrating the strength 
and grace that comes with all our beautiful shades, on Saturday, May 26 from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. at Esther Short Park in downtown Vancouver. There will be guest 
speakers, poets, musicians, other artists and more. 
 ‘Left Hook” -- “Left Hook,”  fully staged new 
drama about gentrification and community dis-
placement in 1970’s Portland, inspired in part by 
the Knott Street Boxing Club, premiers Thursday, 
May 24 as part of the Vanport Mosaic Festival with 
shows continuing through June 10 at the Interstate 
Firehouse Cultural Center in north Portland. For 
tickets and more information about the Memorial 
Day weekend festival, visit vanportmosaic.org.
Rose Festival City Fair -- The Portland Rose Fes-
tival’s City Fair on the downtown waterfront opens 
this weekend for the Memorial Day weekend, May 
25-28, before opening on the weekends of June 1-3 
and June 8-10. City Fair is the Pacific Northwest’s biggest, best and family-friend-
liest carnival, and includes gentle Kiddie Land rides, tried and true family favorites 
and over-the-top twisters for older, more adventurous thrill seekers.
Sister Act -- Portland actress Kristin Robinson performs the title role in “Sister 
Act,” the feel-good musical based on the 1992 smash hit film, now playing at the 
Lakewood Center for the Arts in Lake Oswego. Shows run through June 10. Tick-
ets are $39 for adults and $37 for seniors. Call the box office at 503-635-3901 or 
visit Lakewood-center.org.
Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman Sylvester plays Friday, May 25 at 
Clyde’s; Saturday, May 26 at the Nehalem Bay Winery; Friday, June 1 at the Mock 
Crest Tavern; Saturday, June 2 at Catfish Lou’s; Sunday, June 3 at the Garages in 
Beaverton; Friday, June 8 at the Rogue Pub in North Plains; and Saturday, June 9 
at the Spare Room.
Good in the Hood -- Legendary R&B performer Howard Hewitt will headline the 
multicultural Good in the Hood Celebration, June 22-24 at King School Park. This 
year will commemorate the 50th anniversary of the naming of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Elementary school and pay tribute to Portland’s civil rights history. Activities 
include live bands every day, a kid’s area, multicultural food, crafts, marketplace 
vendors, Portland Farmers Market, free health screens and more.
PassinArt Play on gentrification -- ROSE Community Development in Lents and 
the local African-American theater company PassinArt are presenting “Repulsing 
the Monkey,” a play about gentrification,  with three 7:30 p.m. shows,  Monday, 
May 28 through Wednesday, May 30 at the TEAM Event Center, 9201 S.E. Foster 
Rd. Tickets at $5 to $15. Visit passinart.net or call 503-235-8079.
‘Fences’ at Portland Playhouse -- Lester Purry stars in ‘Fences,’ the August Wil-
son play about a husband, father, former athlete and garbage collector trying to 
define himself in 1950s Pittsburgh.  With its African-American narrative, the Port-
land Playhouse play tackles issues of mental health and the impacts of racism. Now 
playing through June 10 at Portland Playhouse, 602 N.E. Prescott St

Advertise with diversity 
in The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 or email ads@portlandobserver.com

School Needs a New Home
De La Salle North was the first school 

to replicate the innovative Corporate 
Work Study Program pioneered by Cris-
to Rey Jesuit High School in Chicago. 
The school was founded to provide this 
unique educational opportunity to fam-
ilies who would not be able to afford a 
private, college-preparatory education. 

 “Our goal is to develop tomor-
row’s community leaders by making 
high-quality education accessible to 
motivated young people in a learning 
environment that values cultural, spiri-
tual and ethnic diversity,” O’Mara said. 

The school has been looking for a 
new location for two years. A committee 

of community supporters will engage in 
the search and explore future locations. 
The team is concentrating its efforts on 
finding a 55,000-square-foot building 
or a former school in the Portland area 
that could be retrofitted. It needs to be 
located in a place with access to public 
transportation because its students have 
a work-study job to get to every week. 

“Our vision for the future is to secure 
a permanent location to transform the 
educational experience of the students 
we serve. A home of our own will give 
our students and staff a sense of pride, 
strengthen our community, and inspire 
past, current and future students of De La 
Salle to build fulfilling lives that advance 
the common good,” added O’Mara.
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