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Adidas International Elite 16U is an amateur youth basketball team lead by Nate Bowie, who spent eight years as an international professional basketball player. He
takes his knowledge of the ins and outs of the game to provide more opportunities for kids in the younger 8th-10th grades, and giving them more exposure to college
recruiters than would normally be possible.
“I think it’s a little more conducive for a kid to get a full-ride
scholarship if he gets seen four
years in a row instead of getting
seen one or two years,” Bowie
said.
Using his eight years of exby Danny Peterson
perience
as an international proThe Portland Observer
fessional
basketball player for
A basketball team for youth is
several
teams,
including Canada,
changing the game when it comes
Morocco,
Greece,
Kosovo, and
to giving kids opportunities to
many
others,
Bowie
said he’s trycollege scholarships and putting
ing
to
pass
down
his
knowledge
of
them on track to a professional
doing
business
on
a
global
scale
athletic career.
to up and comers. The team is
Adidas International Elite 16U
sponsored by Adidas with added
team was started by three African-American men late last year ketball recruitment resource Prep summer Amateur Athletic Union said, whereas his approach has support from some of his friends
(AAU) season, as well as special already resulted in his younger and business associates, includlooking to give back: Mt. Hood Hoops.
Together, head coach Bowie tournaments sponsored by big freshman and sophomore play- ing active professional basketball
Community College coach and
former professional basketball and assistant coach Brown worked name athletic wear companies like ers getting looks and offers from players, from different countries.
“If I had that type of exposure
player Nate Bowie; Allan Brown, to recruit Portland, Tacoma, and Nike, Adidas, and Under Armour. NCAA Division I recruiters. He
when
I was younger I would’ve
Normally AAU teams expose also said other amateur teams in
a coach at Lower Columbia Seattle area hopefuls from the 8th
done
even
better internationally.
Community College; and Qayi to 10th grades to compete in cir- mostly older high school juniors the U.S. rarely, if at all, compete
Steplight, an Olympia, Wash. cuits in the mid-west, the south, and seniors to tournaments where internationally, which also sets
Continued on Page 4
resident working for college bas- and Canada over the spring and there are college scouts, Bowie them apart.
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Racial Slur Hurled

An African American woman who
was on the receiving end of racial slurs when she paid her food
cart bill with quarters last week
was struggling to accept what
happened to her. Carlotta Washington says she forgives the owner of Small Pharoah’s Egyptian
and New Yorker Food who was
charged with harassment but is
still shaken up by the downtown
Portland encounter.

Hayes Family Seeks Justice

The family of Quanice Hayes, an
unarmed black teenager fatally
shot last year by Portland Police,
has credited a crowdfunding campaign for giving them the resources they need to seek justice. The
family last week filed a federal
civil rights lawsuit against the city
of Portland and Officer Andrew
Hearst in connection with the Feb.
9, 2017 death.

Week
in
Review
The

in which he threatened trade tariffs against Canada and criticized
trade agreements with the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.

Grand Jury
Documents Released

Grand jury transcripts of an officer-involved shooting case at
a homeless shelter released by
Multnomah County District Attorney Monday reveal that the
suspect had methamphetamine
in his system when he was killed
and that he had held a knife to a
bystander’s neck before entering
the shelter. John Elifritz, 48, was
fatally shot 17 times by police after entering southeast Portland’s
Cityteam Shelter in April, wielding a knife.

Feminist Bookstore Closing

In Other Words, the Portland feminist bookstore and community
center on Northeast Killingsworth
Street, announced last week that it
will close at the end of the month
citing increased expenses and the
lack of funds, volunteers, and board
members, along with an inability to
make the space more reflective of
contemporary feminism and disDiagnosed with Brain Cancer tanced away from “white, cis femiOregon Secretary nism (read: white supremacy)”.
of State Dennis
Richardson
has
been
diagnosed
with brain cancer
and is undergoing
treatment for the
disease, he announced last week. Richardson,
68, said that “a small cancerous
brain tumor” was found in May Immigration Bill
and that he is “optimistic” about U.S. Sen. Diane Feinstein, D-Calif, and 31 one of her colleagues
its treatment.
introduced a bill Friday to keep
Trump Meets
the Trump Administration’s DeWith North Korea
partment of Homeland Security
President Donald Trump met with from separating children from
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un their parents at the border. The
in Singapore to declare a nuclear move comes days after U.S. Sen.
disarmament agreement Tuesday. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore, who is backThe meeting comes days after ing the bill, was denied entry to
Trump’s meeting with American a detention center for immigrant
allies at a G7 summit in Canada children in Brownsville, Texas.
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TriMet Executive Hired
New leader comes from Mayor’s office

A high ranking African American in Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler’s office will be TriMet’s new
Chief Operating Officer.
Maurice Henderson II was
named to the post by TriMet’s new
General Manager Doug Kelsey
last week.
Henderson is a former Assistant Director of the Portland Bureau of Transportation and will
bring a background in strategy
and innovation to TriMet, leading
the agency’s Transportation and
Maintenance divisions, overseeing its Information Technology
Division and providing leadership
to the Safety and Security Division.
His top priority will be to ensure a commitment to policies and
practices that demonstrate safety
as the agency’s fundamental value, officials said. Additional responsibilities include providing
critical transportation and urban
planning leadership, oversight of
the deployment of capital projects
and development and oversight of
the TriMet business plan.
Henderson’s starting salary is
$200,000 annually.
Prior to joining the mayor’s
office, Henderson worked closely
with TriMet through PDOT, in-

Maurice Henderson II
cluding efforts to help keep buses moving despite growing traffic
congestion, while also enhancing
pedestrian and cyclist safety.
He fills the position vacated
when Kelsey was promoted to
General Manager by the TriMet
Board of Directors in March.
Since coming to Portland in
2015, Henderson has overseen a
number of the city’s strategic opportunities and achievements including
the creation and execution of a strategy for Mayor Wheeler’s new administration including policy priorities and key performance metrics.
He led Portland to a top three
finalist position in the U.S. Department of Transportation/Vulcan Smart Cities Challenge, and

partnered with government, private and academic agencies to
streamline coordination and promote efficiencies at various levels
of government.
Wheeler credits him for leading
the recruitment and creation of
the most diverse staff serving the
mayor office in the city’s history;
leading negotiations on behalf of
the mayor and city for the employment contract of Portland Police
Chief Danielle Outlaw; and leading the engagement with Legacy
Health on behalf of the city and
Prosper Portland to support the
establishment of the Hill Block
Project, a plan to develop a vacant
block next to Emanuel Hospital in
cooperation with the black community for which the block displaced decades earlier.
Prior to his work in Portland,
Henderson served in a variety of
top roles in the administrations of
three Washington, D.C. mayors
and worked as a top press aide
to former Virginia Governor Tim
Kaine.
Henderson joins TriMet as
the agency prepares to launch its
largest expansion of bus service
in agency history while pursuing
new opportunities to enhance the
customer experience.
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Motoya Nakamura/Multnomah County
Mulnomah County Chair Deborah Kafoury announces the county is suing the Trump Administration
over federal grants for teen pregnancy prevention being pulled. The lawsuit alleges the federal
government is restricting funding for evidence-based forms of sexual education for youth in favor of
abstinence-only education.

County Sues Trump Administration

Opinion
Classifieds

pages 12-13

pages 14

Suit filed for
changes to
federal sexual
education grant
requirements

Danny Peterson/The
Portland Observer
Mulnomah County is suing the
Trump administration for restricting a teen sex education grant to
apply to abstinence-only curriculum.
The suit, which was filed with
the help of legal nonprofits Democracy Forward and Pacifiby

ca Law Group, alleges that the
Trump administration’s actions
violated congressional requirements that the grants be issued
to evidence-based sex education.
The lawsuit will attempt to prevent the federal government from
implementing the new guidelines.

Continued on Page 15
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More Than a Game
Continued from Front

Now I did great but if you can expose them at 15-16-17 years old,
that makes it even better,” he said.
Bowie, 31, is also an Adidas
trainer who hosts his own camps
worldwide to train clients from
high school to NBA players.
“Player development is crucial
for your AAU season because in
the summer, that’s when you get
better at any sport. If you’re just
playing games, games, games for
exposure it might be ok but you’re

not getting better at your individual skills. So that’s what we do
too,” he said.
Bowie appreciates the support
he’s received from parents and
some of the high school coaches
that he has worked with to recruit
participants. Two of his players
are from Sherwood High School,
located 32 miles southwest of
Portland, where Head Coach Rahim Tufts has been behind them
“100 percent,” a rare bid of support among high school and AAU
coaches, he said.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent
4946 N. Vancouver Avenue,
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103 Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

State Farm R

Cannon’s
Rib Express
5410 NE 33rd Ave,
Portland, Or
Call to Order:
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat:
11a- 9p

Cannon’s, tasty food and
friendly neighborhood atmosphere.

Jamison Guerra, a sophomore
at Sherwood, is one of the top
point guards in the state, Bowie
said , and got invited to the 150
Phenom Invite Only, which is a
national youth basketball development camp that has been known
to churn out hundreds of NBA
and collegiate players in the past.
Guerra will play at the 150 Phenom game in San Diego in August.
Dakota Reber, a sophomore
from Wilsonville, and Omari
Maulana, a freshman from Life
Christian Academy in Tacoma,
Wash. have both gotten interest
from Division I schools, Bowie
said.
He said Maulana, who was
named one of the top ninth grade
ball players in the state of Washington, went from being picked
on to getting invited to the Crossroads Invitation in Indianapolis,
an elite basketball camp for high
school freshmen and sophomores,
in Indiana, where he made it to the
championship game.
Bowie said he was inspired to
help kids reach their hoop dreams
from his own upbringing in Kansas City, Kan.
“Wyandotte County [Kansas] is
a rough area. It’s not really conducive to get out. And I say that because a lot of people just don’t get
help. People that made it before
me just don’t really help. And so...
with the family backing me, and
me making pro, I felt like if I give
them the blue print, then those
kids that’s playing under me and
those kids that I’m training can be
better than me and have an easier

road to go pro.”
Bowie, who developed a passion for basketball at an early age,
broke his high school’s scoring
record at Washington High School
in Kansas with 38 points in a game
against Olathe South High School
in Olathe, Kan. He went on to play
for Colby Community College in
Kansas, a Nation Junior College
Athletic Association First Division school where he won numer-

his career.
The Adidas International Elite
16U team performed in an Adidas
Gauntlet tournament last month
where they walked away winning
three games and losing two. Later this month they will be playing
games in Canada, then In July
they will be heading to Wichita,
Kan., where they will play at the
Mullens Invitational competing
against the top 32 teams in the na-

photo by Jeff Hinds
Tacoma-based ninth grader Omari Maulana, who is part of
Nate Bowie’s Adidas International elite 16U team playing out of
Portland, was selected as one of the top ninth grade basketball
players in Washington, got an invite to an elite Crossroads basketball competition in Indianapolis, Indiana, and has already had
interest from college recruiters.

ous awards and distinctions from
2004-2006.
He then joined University of
Central Arkansas’s NCAA Division 1 team in 2006 where he
attained further accolades as a
high point scoring player before
beginning his professional basketball career with the Vancouver
BC Titans, in Canada, in 2008. He
was mostly known for playing the
point guard position throughout

tion.
After that, they’ll be driving up
to Bowie’s home town in Kansas
City where they’ll compete in the
Verbal Commits Sunflower Showcase, a tournament that has hosts
elite basketball players for the
purpose of college recruitment.
The Elite team members will then
go back to their respective high
school teams when school ball
starts its regular season in the fall.
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Senate Panel
Approves Bounds
Controversial
nomination gets
past objections;
Trump’s other
nomination goes
unopposed

Society apologized earlier for the
inflammatory writings he made in
college.
He said the commentary pieces
he wrote that disparaged campus
diversity groups and the college’s
handling of sexual assault suspects, were “poorly worded and
ill-conceived pronouncements of
a youth who had much to learn
about the world.”
Oregon Sens. Ron
Wyden and Jeff MerkA controversial nomley, both Democrats,
inee to the Ninth Circuit
charged that Bounds
Court of Appeals, Ryan
concealed the writings
Bounds from Oregon,
from a bipartisan Orewon a party line 11-10
gon judicial selection
vote by the Senate Jucommittee that was
diciary Committee on
charged with reviewThursday overcoming
ing the nomination
objections from Oregon
and criticized Judiciapoliticians for his record
ry Committee Chair
of making racist, sexist Ryan Bounds
Charles Grassley for
and homophobic attacks
on multiculturalism as a student at breaking with Senate tradition by
ignoring the objections of both
Stanford University.
On that same day, Trump an- home state senators.
Bounds’ nomination will now
nounced his nomination of Multnomah County Circuit Judge move to the full Republican-conKarin J. Immergut to fill a federal trolled Senate which has approved
district judge’s vacancy in Ore- all of President Trump’s judicial
gon, a similar post to Bounds. Un- nominations that have reached the
like the nomination of the latter, it floor. A vote could come later this
drew no opposition from Oregon’s month.
two U.S. senators. Immergut, 57,
previously
spent six years
as Oregon’s
U.S. attorney,
appointed by
former President George
W. Bush.
Bounds,
44, was selected
by
President
Karin Immergu
Trump for a
lifetime appointment. The assistant U.S. Attorney for Oregon,
native of Hermiston , and member of the conservative Federalist

USS Portland
in Hawaii

The Navy’s new amphibious
transport dock ship USS
Portland arrived in Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii this month to conduct
training exercises. The ship
named for Oregon’s largest city
was introduced to Rose City
residents during its commissioning in April.
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Opinionated
Judge

Socially Conscious Films Round-Out Fest

by
Darleen
Ortega

I spent five days last week at
the Seattle International Film
Festival, sampling an array of
what was on offer for Seattle’s
three-and-a-half week festival. A
few of these films will get a theatrical release, and many others
will appear in an online platform.
I reviewed six films last week;
here is the balance of what I saw.
In “The King,” documentary director Eugene Jarecki sets
out to examine the life of Elvis
Presley as a way of ruminating
on the current state--or, he would
say, decline--of the American
experiment. Prone to expansive, well-researched premises (like the rise of the drug war
and mass incarceration in “The
House I Live In”), Jarecki sets
this film in a series of journeys
to places significant to the King,
largely filmed inside Presley’s
Rolls Royce. Jarecki is accompanied by a series of passengers-- friends who knew Presley,
“Silas” is a documentary that follows the determined Liberian activist Silas Siakor as he fights
musicians whom he influenced or
corruption and environmental degradation in his country. It’s one of the many socially conscious
who take a critical stance on his
documentaries and fiction films that were screened this year at the Seattle International Film Festival.
influential cultural appropriation

of African American music, and
self-appointed social commentators like Ethan Hawke. The aim
here is to understand the King’s
life and significance, but also to
mine that topic for what it has to
teach about America itself. Although a bit overstuffed at times,
the film is mostly a compelling
rumination, accompanied by an
excellent soundtrack
“Silas” is a portrait of a truth
teller, Silas Siakor, whose energy,
intelligence, and determination
to fight corruption and environmental degradation in Liberia
seems limitless. Liberia is so rich
in resources that it might well be
compared to Wakanda, yet it has
been plagued by a 25-year civil
war and unceasing corruption.
This documentary follows Siakor’s activism during a five-year
period in which a new president,
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, had swept
into office riding high hopes--including Siakor’s--that she would
clean up the Liberian government. Siakor’s relentless commitment to exposing the truth,
even with the truth is disappointing, is quite inspiring, as is his

Continued on Page 15
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Calendar June 2018

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
11
12
13
14
15
E.T. Movie Premiered In 1982
Robert Munsch
born, 1945

Anne Frank born,
1929
Magic Day

18
Chris Van Allsburg
born, 1949
International Picnic
Day

19
Juneteenth

Tasmanian Devil
Debuted in 1954

Mary Kate and
Ashley Olsen born,
1986

Eid al-Fitr, Muslim
National Flag Day
(U.S.)
‘Pop Goes the Weasel’ Day

20

21

American Eagle
Day
Ice Cream Soda
Day

25

26

27

LEON Day - LEON
is NOEL spelled
backwards

Bicycle Patented In
1819
Toothbrush Invented
In 1498

Helen Keller Born in
1880
Melody for Happy
Birthday Song
Written in 1859

First Day of Summer

Fly a Kite Day
Power of a Smile
Day

22

National Fudge
Day

23

US Department of
Justice Established
in 1870

Theodore Taylor
born, 1922
Typewriter Patented
In 1868

29

30

28
Paul Bunyan Day

FRIDAY SATURDAY
16
17

First iPhone released, 2007
Camera Day

Meteor Day
National Organization of Women
Founded In 1966

Father’s Day
World Juggler’s Day
Eat Your Vegetables
Day

24
U.F.O. Day; First
documented UFO
sighting on this
day
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Congratulations
Benson and Grant Honor Graduates

Mariamou
Abdoulaye

Paige
Ball Strickland

Samson
Berhane

Merhawit
Beyene

Aniyah
Borders

Dominick
Branch

Mercedes
Brookins

Jaylen
Butler

Lauren
Ellis

Serenate
Fletcher

James
Fowlkes

Hannah
Govan

Kayla
Grigsby

Damon
Hickok

Malika
Hopkins

Joseph
Justice

Deja
Lazenby

Chantall
Lewis-Manzo

Zyon
McCarthy

Sara
Mohammed

Michael
Morgan

Gerald
Morton-Carter

Italia
Nichols

Sierra
Nichols

Addullah
Oumar

Savanna
Pettiford

Skylar
Pierce Smith

Yasmin
Kemer

Alexis
Richmond

Miles
Rideau

Syriah
Ross

Kionna
Russell

Demarques
Singleton

Miracle
Trice Barber

Jelisa
Turner

Nnamdi
Ugonna

Annica
Vanzee

Charity
Waters

Not Pictured:

Kenton Hill (BHS)
Abdi Hussien (BHS)
Avalyn Revels (BHS)
Anna
Wiens

Jai’aja
Winchester

Adrian
Woodley

Julian
Wyatt

Adonay
Yohannes
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Construction Hope
Pre-Apprenticeship Program
Free 10 week Training Starting June 19th 2018

Apply Now!
Call 503 281-1234

Arts&
ENTERTAINMENT

Open House June 19th 2018
405 NE Church Street, Portland, OR 97211
join us for open house 4pm -6pm
www.contructinghope .org

photo by Christopher Peddecord
The NW Dance Project presents “Summer Performances,” three stunning dance works on three
nights, Thursday, June 14 to Saturday, June 16 at Lincoln Performance Hall on the Portland State
University campus. Pictured are NW Dance Project dancers Andrea Parson and Franco Nieto.

Spring
Special

Sweet Street Food Cart
Located at 15th and Alberta

call 503-995-6150 to place order
Mon. - Fri., 11:00am - 9:00pm • Sat. 11am - 6:00pm • Closed Sun.
Wednesday Special: 3 Wings $3.00
Friday Special: Rib Sandwich, Beef or Pork, $4.00

Michael E Harper

Stunning Original Dance
Portland’s NW Dance Project
presents “Summer Performances,” three stunning and original
dance works coming Thursday,
June 14 to Saturday, June 16 with
7:30 p.m. shows at Lincoln Performance Hall on the Portland
State University campus, down-

town.
Included will be a world premiere by Ihsan Rustem, NW
Dance’s resident choreographer
which follows the smash success of his original “Carmen”
last year; “MemoryHouse,” the
signature, dramatic duet by NW

Dance Project Artistic Director
Sarah Slipper; and “This Time
Tomorrow,” by Danielle Agami,
founder and artistic director for
the Ate9 dance company.
Tickets are $34 to $58 and
available by visiting nwdanceproject.org or calling 503-828-8285.

State Farm R

Agent

Providing
Insurance
and Financial
Services
Home Office, Bloomingon, Illinois 61710
We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050 • Fax 503-227-8757
michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

Flag Day at Fort Vancouver

The Fort Vancouver National Site near downtown Vancouver will once again celebrate Flay
Day with a free family event on Thursday, June 14. The celebration will begin at 5 p.m. at the
bandstand and include a presentation of the colors and the raising of the Garrison flag, the
largest size American flag used by the army.

June 13, 2018
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Mississippi
Alberta
North Portland

Vancouver
East County
Beaverton

photo by Danny Peterson/The Portland Observer
James John Elementary School Principal Samantha Regaisis (left) and Parent volunteer Noelle Guest band together with other community members to raise funds for a
new playground at their north Portland school. The old playground was deemed dangerous by the school district and torn down last year, but the district won’t pay for a
replacement, so they started a GoFundMe page.

Recess
on the
Line

Community rallies to rebuild playground
Danny Peterson
The Portland Observer
Community members have created a
GoFundMe page to help build a new playground at James John Elementary in north
Portland because the district won’t pay for
a new one, organizers said.
Unsafe equipment was removed from
by

the school by the district last year, but Portland Public Schools doesn’t have funds
allocated specifically to rebuilding playgrounds, the school’s principal Samantha
Ragaisis told the Portland Observer.
Located in the heart of the St. Johns
neighborhood and serving a population in
which 94 percent of its families are low

income, the school needs at least $55,000
to refurbish the now mostly barren playground on the corner of North Kellogg
Street and Leavitt Avenue.
Thanks in part to parent volunteer Noelle Guest’s fundraising organizing, the
school has received a generous grant from
Nike and donations from the school’s Parent Teacher Association, which combined
got them $35,000. Last month they started
a GoFundMe page to raise the remaining
$20,000. They’re now less than $10,000
away from that goal.
That $55,000 price tag would double
in cost with a more wheelchair-accessible
plan.
“If we added the best choice for ADA accessibility, and fall impact, and low maintenance and durability, it would add about
another $50,000 to that number,” Guest
said, acknowledging with a laugh that unless, “Manna from heaven, an angel from
above drops 50K on us, and that would be
so splendid....we expect that we’ll be going
with the 55K version.”
The school has a second playground, but
accommodating its 370 students with the

only one play area that has equipment has
caused problems with crowding.
“We can’t accommodate all those children,” the principal said. “It’s not safe. And
it’s a matter of being safe for our students
and for parents to know, when their children go outside, that there’s room for them
to play and be active without bumping and
hitting and knocking each other down.”
As a former PE and health teacher, and
coach, Ragaisis knows how important it is
to give children physical activity in order
for their brains to function at peak performance.
Teachers have reported that students
who end up at the playground without
equipment have more pent up energy, frustration, discipline problems and competition. Instead of engaging in healthy play,
they end up running around in circles or
throwing bark chips at each other, Ragaisis
said.
The school has until the end of the
month to collect all the funds they’ll use

Continued on Page 14
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BOOGIE CAT PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS
A PHENOMENAL CONCERT

The journey of blues and gospel in America
The Norman Sylvester Revue
with the interfaith Gospel Choir
Directed by LaRhonda Steele;
OB Addy, Chata Addy, Bill Rhoades,
Tevis Hodge jr., Lenanne Sylvester Miller,
and the Boogie Cat Horns:
Renato Caranto & Pete Moss

Alberta Rose Theatre

3000 NE Alberta St, Portland Oregon
(503) 764-4131
Friday June 29 8:00 pm
Visit albertarosetheatre.com for advance tickets
Minors okay when accompanied
by parent or guardian
www.normansylvester.com

Health
Care
Specialist

photo by: Erin Delaney
Conrad Kaczor and Kya Bliss bring bold choreography to a site specific venue to cultivate public
engagement. The dancers are featured in the world premiere of Heidi Duckler Dance Theater/
Northwest’s production of “Waters of the World” showing over the next two weekends at the FairHaired Dumbbell building at 11 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

Waters of the World
Site specific dance for public engagement

Heidi Duckler Dance Theatre/
Northwest presents its newest
work, the world premiere of “Waters of the World,” as it forges
ahead on building Portland audiences for dance by performing at
site specific venues to cultivate
public engagement.
Shows at 8:30 p.m. will be held

Medicare Supplements / Life Insurance
Medicare Advantage Plan
Prescription Drug Programs / Final Expenses

2703 E. Mill Plain Blvd Vancouver, WA 98661
Cell (772) 410-6778 / Fax (360) 718-2536
Email: Dimery100@gmail.com
Like & share Me on FACEBOOK

performances include six dancers
guiding the audience through the
building’s canted six-story towers. This immersive work also includes projections and live chamber music by Portland artists.
Tickets are $25 for general admission and $15 for students and
seniors.

Chorus Celebrates Pride Week
Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland,
OR 97204 • 503-796-9250

FORREST
JENKINS
55 years experience
Serving Oregon and Washington
Contracted agent with AARP – Humana – Mutual of Omaha
Health Care Specialist

on Friday, June 15, Saturday, June
16 and next weekend on June 22
and 23 in the Fair-Haired Dumbbell building, 11 N.E. Martin Luther King Junior Blvd., a new 6
story office building with a funky
design that was part of the city’s
Burnside Bridge project.
Directed by Heidi Duckler, the

Cori Stewart-Owner, Operator

A full service flower experience
• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.
Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com
We Offer Wire Services

From the windswept plains of
Oklahoma, to the whoopee spots
of Chicago, to the streets of Avenue
Q and Skid Row, musicals from
Broadway and Hollywood have
magically transported audiences to
every corner of America.
You’re invited to enjoy these unforgettable musical journeys as the
Portland Gay Men’s Chorus celebrates Portland’s Pride Festival with
a special performance of show-stopping show tunes from both stage and
screen.
The United States of Broadway
show, a road trip that will leave you
seeing red, white, and blue, takes
place Saturday, June 16 at 7 p.m. at
the Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall.
Tickets available at pdxgmc.org
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Juneteenth -- Portland’s annual Juneteenth
celebration, free family fun
open to everyone and commemorating the end of slavery, will be held
Saturday, June 16. A parade will start the festivities at
11 a.m. beginning at the Safeway store on Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and proceeding to the Emanuel
field at North Russell and Williams where activities
with music, food, hip hop cardio, a kids area and raffle
will follow from noon to 6 p.m. On Thursday, June 14
the Billy Webb Elks Lodge will host a Miss Juneteenth
Scholarship Pageant. Visit juenteenthor.com or call
971-930-5862.
Pride Weekend -- Portland’s Pride Festival celebrating the LGBTQ+ community takes place Saturday,
June 16, from noon to 8 p.m. and Sunday, June 17 from
11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Waterfront Park, downtown.
The annual Pride Parade, also downtown, takes place
Sunday, June 17 beginning at 11 a.m. Gaylabration, a
dance party and fundraiser will take place Friday, June
16 at 9 p.m. at the Crystal Ballroom.
Gorge Shuttle Returns -- The Columbia Gorge Express bus service by the Oregon Department of Transportation has made its seasonal return, now going as far
east as Hood River. For this week, the bus departs Friday through Sunday from the Gateway Transit Center
to Rooster Rock State Park, Multnomah Falls, Cascade
Locks and Hood River. On Monday, June 11, the bus
will start service seven days a week, year-round.
Good in the Hood -- Legendary
R&B performer Howard Hewitt
will headline the multicultural
Good in the Hood Celebration,
June 22-24 at King School Park.
This year will commemorate the
50th anniversary of the naming
of Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary school and pay tribute
to Portland’s civil rights history.
Activities include live bands every day, a kid’s area,
multicultural food, crafts, marketplace vendors, Portland Farmers Market, free health screens and more.
Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman Sylvester
plays Friday, June 15 at the Vinyl Tap; Friday, June 22
at 5 p.m. at the Tigard Balloon Festival, and at 9 p.m. at
Clyde’s; Saturday, June 23 at noon at the Mosier Festival and at 4:30 p.m. at the Gorge Blues and Brews
in Stevenson, Wash., Sunday, June 24 at 4 p.m. at the
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Good in the Hood Festival at King School Park
and Friday, June 29 at 7 p.m.
for the Phenomenal Concert History of the Blues at Alberta Rose Theater.
Vancouver Book Fest -- Fort Vancouver Regional Library is hosting a three-day used book sale with thousands of books for kids and adults on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, June 21-23 at Library Hall, 1007 E. Mill
Plain Blvd. Hours will be 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. all days.

Dr. Charles Drew Blood Drive

The Coalition of Black Men is joining the local chapter of the Red
Cross by asking community members to please consider signing
up for the Dr. Charles Drew Blood Drive, coming Saturday, June
16 as Portland’s celebrates Juneteenth. The Drew blood drive will
take place from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Red Cross building at
3131 N. Vancouver Ave. Email jwchism2@comcast.net or phone
503-380-8443 to reserve a time to donate blood. Reservation can
also be made with the Red Cross at 1-800-RED CROSS or visit
RedCrossBlood.org.

Robot Revolution -- A new exhibit at OMSI brings
some of the most innovative robots from all over the
world. Learn about the skills robots possess that mimic
and often surpass human capabilities in “‘Robot Revolution,” now showing through Sept. 7.
Zoo for All -- The Oregon Zoo has launched “Zoo for
All,” a new discount program that provides $5 admission for low income individuals and families. Visitors
may purchase up to six of the $5 tickets by brining a
photo ID and documentation showing they participate
in low income service, like the Oregon Trial Card,
Medicaid, Section 8, Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families, and Head Start.
Carstop Soaps it Up! -- Event at Bob Thomas
CARSTAR, 8752 NE Sandy Blvd, Portland, OR
97220 on July 28th at 10am til 4pm. Minimum $5 donation.
Discount Tickets -- Low income families and individuals can purchase $5 tickets to classical musical performances in Portland as part of a unique program called
Music for All. Participating organizations include the
Oregon Symphony, Portland Opera, Oregon Ballet
Theater, Chamber Music Northwest, Portland Youth
Philharmonic, Portland Baroque Orchestra, Friends of
Chamber Music, Portland Chamber Orchestra, Portland Piano International, Portland Symphonic Choir,
Cappella Romana and Portland Vocal Consort.

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211
Phone: 503 284-2989

Stylist
Wanted

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair
extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

BUSINESSGuide
Chicago-Style Steppin

Dr. Charles Drew Blood Drive -- The Coalition of
Black Men is joining the local chapter of the Red
Cross by asking community members to please consider signing up for the Dr. Charles Drew Blood Drive,
coming Saturday, June 16 as Portland’s celebrates
Juneteenth. The Drew blood drive will take place from
7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Red Cross building at 3131
N. Vancouver Ave. Email jwchism2@comcast.net or
phone 503-380-8443 to reserve a time to donate blood.
Reservation can also be made with the Red Cross at
1-800-RED CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org.

Fun, Healthy Social Dance for
Couples and Singles.
Weekly Classes
www.groovinhighsteppers.com
Denise Johnson 503-819-4576
Hernandez Williams 206-683-4101
Co-Founders and Instructers

CPR Classes Offered
Basic Life Support Provider
BLS Provider Skills
Heartsaver First Aid
CPR & AED

RN Consultation
MoZetta Zion, MSN, RN

503-781-7309

Assessment, Delegation,
PRN Guidlines, etc...

Bennetts
Janitorial
Services LLC
$5.00 TEES

CLUBS
FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS
BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

30 yrs. Cleaning
Experience

503-960-4491
walterbennett1554@gmail.com
Licensed & Bonded
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Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of the Portland Observer. We
welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

Community Land Trusts Build on Affordability
Portland’s Proud
Ground shows
the way

For many millennials, the
choice between a job and an opportunity to own home is a stark
one. As manufacturing and farming communities have declined, job opportunities
are concentrating in cities
by Jarrid Green
like San Francisco and New
At this point,
York, hubs for the knowlit’s no secret that
edge economy where homeAmerica has an
ownership is far out of reach
affordable housing
for ordinary Americans.
problem.
Home
For young people of color, the
ownership, long the staple of the
“American Dream,” is increasingly a privilege enjoyed only by the
wealthier and whiter.
For many young people, the opportunity their parents had to build
stable wealth through home ownership seems like a cruel joke in
today’s economy. There’s even a
viral tweet: “Millennials. Walking
around like they rent the place.”
But the housing situation in the
U.S. is no laughing matter.
According to the Pew Research situation is even worse. Decades of
Center, America has more renters racial disparities in housing policy
than now than at any point in the and markets locked their families
last 50 years. A generational shift out of the wealth building opporin lifestyle choices? Unlikely. A tunities enjoyed by the parents and
2016 survey of renters found that grandparents of many white people.
72 percent would like to own a Those impacts are still felt today.
According to the U.S. Cenhome, but many were holding off
sus Bureau, 72 percent of whites
for financial reasons.

own their homes, compared to 57
percent for Asians, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders, 48 percent for Hispanics, and 42 percent
for blacks.
And even when homeownership was attainable, these owners
of color built wealth slower than
their white counterparts. A recent Zillow study found that 80
years after the federal government
used racial redlining to determine
“good” and “bad” neighborhoods

means rethinking how home ownership works, and who has access
to it.
One idea? Community-controlled land and housing, like land
trusts and housing co-operatives.
The idea is to create opportunities
for people often excluded from the
ownership economy, while also
keeping a community’s long-term
interests in mind.
For instance, a community
land trust works by entrusting

Simply put, the American housing system may not
be sustainable — either morally or economically.
Fixing this system and getting the American dream
back on track means rethinking how home ownership
works, and who has access to it.
for mortgage lending, the impacts
of this discrimination are still being felt in depleted home values
for many black owners.
Simply put, the American housing system may not be sustainable
— either morally or economically. Fixing this system and getting
the American dream back on track

ownership of a piece of land to a
nonprofit dedicated to permanent
affordability. That nonprofit can
then sell homes on this land at below-market prices — with the provision that the new owners are obligated to pass this affordability on
to the next buyer when they sell.
Locking in affordability like

this means that economic revitalization doesn’t need to be accompanied by the kind of skyrocketing
prices making homes so unaffordable in cities like San Francisco or
Boston. And it means that there’s
always an affordable first rung on
the ladder of homeownership for
future generations.
Even in cities where homes aren’t expensive now, this can protect affordability for the future.
These are strategies with decades of on-the-ground testing
behind them, and they’re ready to
be scaled up. For example, Proud
Ground, a Portland-based nonprofit community land trust, has
served more than 300 families
since the early 1990s.
There are an estimated 225 active community land trusts across
the country with a similar structure as Proud Ground. Many of
these are small, and some are just
getting off the ground. But with
proper support, they can spread
and grow to be a key part of the
affordable homeownership solution America needs.
Jarrid Green is a Senior Research Associate at the Democracy Collaborative. Distributed by
OtherWords.org.

Unlearning Racial Bias Takes Time, But It’s Worth It
I had to learn
what I was doing
wrong

How can I say so confidently
that a day of training will have no
effect? Because I teach sociology
of race at the college level. I know
what it takes to help begin
to break down racial bias.
In part, it takes time.
by Jill Richardson
As a white person myStarbucks recently
self,
I reached my 30s beclosed its stores for
fore
I
began to realize the
a one-day racial bias
depth
of my ignorance
training for all its
about
racial
issues. And in
employees. Unfortumy
classes,
it takes most
nately, I think there’s
of
the
semester
to
really
make an
a good chance it won’t make much
impact
on
students.
difference.

On my own journey, I learned
that I’d been doing things that
were racially offensive without
realizing it. I had to work to learn
what I was doing wrong, and how
to stop doing it. Learning about
race has been one of the most
transformative, meaningful experiences of my life, but it took far
more than a day.
White people often think that a
racist is someone who uses racial
slurs, advocates segregation, and
openly believes that people of color are inferior to white people. And

yes, people like that are racist.
But there’s a lot more that goes
on in our society that falls under
the larger umbrella of racism —
and good, well-meaning white
people are often unaware of it.
I’m sure most of them oppose
racism, and want to be a part of the
solution. But our society is set up in
a way that hides racism from white
people. And you can’t change what
you aren’t aware of.
Some racism falls under the
category of microaggressions.
These are small incidents or remarks that happen on a day-to-day
basis to people of color. The black
PhD student gets mistaken for the
janitor. The Chinese-American
woman is asked where she is “really” from four times even after
she says she was born in Tulsa.
That kind of thing.
These are little incidents that remind people of color that they are
“other” or that they’re seen first as
their race — and a stereotype of
their race — before they’re seen as
an individual human being.
Some racism is implicit bias.
These are the biases we have subconsciously that we aren’t even
aware of. Including me. Including
most of us. Until we realize we
hold these subconscious biases,

how can we confront them and
change them?
Some racism is structural. It’s
baked into the fabric of society, in
the form of segregated neighborhoods, unequal schools, and so on.
It would continue even in the absence of prejudice and hate, and it
will continue until we consciously
change our society.
My privilege as a white person
is that learning about race was, for
me, optional. I could go through life
without ever thinking about race if
I wished, and no harm would have
come to me. People of color don’t
get that choice.
Another white privilege is that
you might believe my words more
than you would if I weren’t white.
Yet a person of color actually
knows firsthand what it’s like to
face racism. They’re the experts,
and they should be listened to.
Learning racial sensitivity and
breaking down bias is possible.
But it’s not a one-day job. It takes
time. And it’s worth doing — even
if you don’t work at a chain store
that sells bad coffee.
OtherWords columnist Jill Richardson writes about food, agriculture, the environment, health, tolerance, and well-being. Distributed
by OtherWords.org
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MCS Still in
Business

Martin
Cleaning
Service
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$50.00
A small distance/travel
charge may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more
$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area
and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With
Other Services): $30.00
Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Stop Piling Children into Immigration Detention
Trump harms
children to scare
parents
Peter Certo
Most mornings lately, I’ve
woken up to two
things. First I
hear my toddler,
sounding off that
it’s time to get
up. Then I see the news stories
about other toddlers our immigration authorities ripped away from
their parents.
For weeks, I’ve felt the gnawing need to write something, anything, about it. But God, where
even to begin?
First, there are the stories. The
Congolese asylum seeker who
heard her six-year-old scream
“Don’t take me away from my
mommy!” and couldn’t reach
her. The woman forced to put her
18-month-old in a car seat in an
ICE van, the door slamming shut
before she could even say goodbye. The man who hasn’t seen his
son in six months.
by

Then there are the photos. The
rows of children sleeping on thin
mats behind chain-linked fences.
The kids being led by guards to
make phone calls, hands tied
behind their backs. The prison
van full of infant car seats.
These are just the earliest
fruits of the Trump administration’s ghastly new pledge to
prosecute every last undocumented immigrant who crosses our border. If they have their
children with them, the kids are
seized and warehoused in some
overflowing detention facility.
The New York Times counted
over 700 kids who’d been separated from their parents this way
from October to April. But in the
first two weeks of May alone,
authorities disclosed that they’d
taken nearly 700 more — an astonishingly rapid increase. The
ACLU puts the second wave at
1,000 over five weeks.
Already the warehouses are
filling up, leaving authorities to
prepare holding pens on military
bases for the inevitable overflow.
In theory, the children should
be released to other family members within 72 hours. But with the

administration essentially threatening to deport any undocumented caretakers who come forth to
claim them, more and more children are languishing in cells for
months. NBC reported recently
that over half the kids currently
detained had been held past the
limit, and that half of those were
under 12.
“It appears we’re setting up a
long-term incarceration system
for children,” a former immigration official told VICE. Children
whose only crime was having
parents who tried to take them to
safety.
The jackboots orchestrating
this plot openly admit they’re
willing to harm children to scare
off parents.
“If you don’t want your child
separated, then don’t bring them
across the border illegally,” menaced Attorney General Jeff Sessions. “A big name of the game
is deterrence,” chimed in Trump
chief of staff John Kelly, who
promised the captured children
“will be put into foster care — or
whatever.”
The administration isn’t just
arresting ordinary migrants. It’s

also arresting asylum seekers who
legally present themselves at ports
of entry — people fleeing war,
crime, and trauma few Americans
could understand — and taking
their kids, too.
These detention facilities are no
place for kids. Even going back
to the Obama era, immigration
agents have been reported raping,
beating, and threatening kids in
their care. When U.S. Senator Jeff
Merkley tried to inspect a holding
site this month, operators locked
him out and called the police.
What were they hiding?
The United Nations has warned
these detentions constitute “a
child rights violation” and should
be “halted immediately.” Sen. Dianne Feinstein has introduced a
bill to end family separations for
asylum seekers, while Senator
Kamala Harris and Rep. Pramila
Jayapal want to halt the expansion
of new detention facilities.
Those would be welcome steps.
But if you ask the dad in me, they
should shut down the whole agency.
Peter Certo is the editorial
manager of the Institute for Policy
Studies and the editor of OtherWords.org.

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning
Regular Area Rugs
$25.00 Minimum
Wool Oriental Rugs
$40.00 Minimum
UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00
ADDITIONAL
SERVICES
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage
Services

Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949
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Classified/Bids
SUB BIDS REQUESTED

Portland International Airport (PDX)
Parking Additions and Consolidated
Rental Car Facility (PACR)
Exit Toll Plaza

Legal Notices

JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed Bids from
qualified Trade Partners to provide construction services for the
Exit Toll Plaza on the PACR Project.

Bids due 2:00pm PST June 22, 2018
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be located at the Port of
Portland HQ, 7000 NE Airport Way, Tillamook Conference room,
on June 13, 2018 at 10AM for answering questions regarding
the Scopes of Work on the Project.
A complete copy of the Bidding Documents can be obtained by
emailing Rob Means at Robert.means@jedunn.com. Proposals
may also be delivered by email to Rob Means.
Any Bid received after the specified date
and time will not be considered.

Need to publish a court
document or notice?
Need an affidavit of
publication quickly and
efficiently? Please fax or
e-mail your notice for a
free price quote!

Fax: 503-288-0015
424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, Oregon 97209 | (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value
response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses.
This is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran,
and Emerging Small Business participation.

Platinum FadeSalon
Hair Stylist Wanted
Call Sherman Jackson • 503 284-2989
5050 NE 9th Unit A
Portland, Or 97211

e-mail:
classifieds@portland
observer.com
The Portland Observer

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo,

Oregon Convention Center,
Portland Expo Center and
Portland’5 Centers for the Arts
and provides services that
cross city limits and county
lines including land use and
transportation planning, parks
and nature programs, and
garbage and recycling systems.

Advertise with diversity in

Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for
current openings and a link to
our online hiring center.

Call 503-288-0033 or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Metro is an Affirmative Action /
Equal Opportunity Employer

The Portland Observer

Recess on the Line
Continued from Page 9
for the new playground.
“We’d like to keep fundraising
but PPS has put a deadline on us,
essentially, for about June 30 to
stop our fundraising and see what
we have and what we can do with
that,” Guest said.
Right now, there’s an anonymous donor who is matching dollar-for-dollar donations made up
to $5,000 that’s in play until Friday, June 15.
Guest, who has made a career
in non-profit management, predicts
it’ll be a challenge to get to the fin-

ish line by the end of the month,
even with the half a dozen or so
other grants they’ve applied for.
“I think that’s going to be really painful, I think it’s going to be
really hard. I’m worried about that
last leg,” she said.
The American Academy of Pediatrics’ Council on School Health
said in a statement in 2013 that
“safe, well-supervised recess offers cognitive, social, emotional,
and physical benefits.”
Donations for the James John
Playground Rebuild can be made
online by visiting gofundme.com/
james-john-playground.
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Socially Conscious Films Round-Out Fest County

Sues Trump

Continued from Page 6

leadership of a grassroots movement to
document the deforestation and environmental problems that are masked in government reports. A good education about
Liberia and a solid depiction of what real
leadership looks like.
“Gold Seekers” is the work of two
Paraguayan filmmakers, Juan Carlos
Maneglia and Tana Schembori, who
achieved some international success
with their film “7 Boxes” a few years
back. Although this one doesn’t appear
to be headed for quite so much attention,
it similarly offers a (in this case comic)
window into the realities of life for ordinary Paraguayans, inside a very painless
package. Its story is built on the popular
belief that treasure remains hidden all
over Paraguay, buried by the victims of a
war that ended in 1870. The film’s trio of
protagonists, all hoping for a way out of
chronic poverty, go on a fast-paced treasure hunt that starts out Indiana Jones
and turns into a kind of heist film, as they
come to believe treasure is hidden on the
grounds of the embassy of an African nation. The film doesn’t attempt anything
very complex in terms of characters or
ideas, but it offers a diverting adventure
into the lives of folks who would never
make it to the screen in our country.
“Doubtful” is the first film of Israeli
director Eliran Elya, inspired by his own
experiences working with delinquent
youth. The film follows Assi, a poet and
filmmaker who, as part of community service after a motorcycle accident, spends
a few weeks teaching filmmaking to kids
in trouble. The parts of the youths—including Eden, the troubled teenager in
whom Assi finds himself making an extra
investment—are played by kids with no
acting experience, so some of what the
director is doing is offering an empathetic and realistic look at this population of
kids. Because of its realistic depiction
of a marginalized population, this film
has been compared to the work of the
Dardenne Brothers (whose films “The
Unknown Girl” and “Two Days, One
Night” both made it onto my top ten lists
in 2017 and 2014, respectively). I think
the Dardennes’ films contain more craft
and social insight than this film does, but
Elya does display a promising quality of
attention here that may well make him a
filmmaker to watch.
“Genesis” tells interrelated stories of
three protagonists with connections to a
series of racially motivated murders in
Hungary. The first of the three stories-about a young Roma boy who loses a
number of family members in the violence--is by far the most compelling and
vivid, depicting the challenging circumstances of his life with his family and then
what happens when his world is shattered.
The boy barely escapes with his life, and
the film then follows his response to trauma. The two other stories--involving a
girlfriend of one of the perpetrators and a
lawyer for one of them-- is nowhere near
as compelling as the first, but the film is
beautifully shot and offers an interesting
window into Hungarian society.
“Time Trial” will sit with fans of cycling. But for those who, like me, need a
reason to care about a sport that involves

Continued from Page 3

Three stories intertwine in “Genesis,” a film which explores characters who
are affected by racially motivated violence in Hungary.

“Gold Seekers”
follows the
adventures
of three
Paraguayans
plagued by
poverty as they
attempt to find
the oft-rumored
treasure left
over from a
nineteenth
century war in
their country.

watching a sea of 200 white men race on
bicycles, this film is unlikely to give you
one. It focuses on David Millar, a competitor whose stint at the top of British
cycling was eclipsed by Lance Armstrong
and who then, like Armstrong, got busted
for doping. Unlike Armstrong, he admitted to the behavior and was banned for
two years. This film captures what he intended to be his comeback, holding himself out as an advocate for clean cycling
and hoping for a last successful run before
retiring. His body doesn’t cooperate, and
lots of disappointment and aggrievement
ensues, but I found Millar’s self-indulgence distracting. The filmmakers put a
lot of technical effort into capturing what
it feels like to compete in these particular
big leagues; my advice is to watch only if
you already care.
The fun of film festivals is the opportunity to sample so many films at once, on
the big screen, where all films deserve to
be seen. Seattle’s festival is well-run and
packed with films worth seeing; I only
wish I could manage the whole festival.
I’ll be back next year!
Darleen Ortega is a judge on the Oregon Court of Appeals and the first woman of color to serve in that capacity. Her
movie review column Opinionated Judge
appears regularly in The Portland Observer. Find her movie blog at opinionatedjudge.blogspot.com.

“The administration wants programs
based on wishful-thinking. That doesn’t
work, Mr. President,” Multnomah County Chair Deborah Kafoury said, when
she announced the lawsuit being filed on
Friday. “Teens, parents and teachers need
accurate information so young people
can make healthy choices.”
Three years ago, the county received
a five-year grant used to train middle
and high school teachers, in partnership
with community nonprofits, that focused
on safe sex, consent, contraception, and
established methods to reduce teen pregnancy and spread of sexually transmitted
diseases.
When the funding was cut two years
prematurely, Multnomah County joined
a federal class action lawsuit against the
Trump administration which required
them to re-establish the grant. Since then,
the administration has changed the guidelines to privilege abstinence-only sex-ed.
The county is suing with the help of nonprofits Democracy Forward and Pacifica
Law Group to make sure halt the grants
implementation.
The county was originally awarded
$1.25 million each year to educate 15,000
teens, train 107 teachers, and engage 329
parents and caregivers in 32 middle and
high schools, county officials said.
From 2005 to 2015, teen pregnancy rates
declined in Multnomah County 57 percent,
according to county data. The grant helped
support that trend, officials said.
Oregon law also requires the inclusion
of information on contraception and disease reduction measures alongside abstinence education.
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