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Mask-clad people on the political spectrum, from the extreme left such as Rose City Antifa or the far right like the Proud Boys, have become routine during protests in 
downtown Portland, including the demonstration on June 29 (above) that later turned violent. Police Chief Danielle Outlaw has raised the issue of the concealed identities 
as emboldening some of the violence that has been occurring, but would banning masks violate constitutional protections? The Portland Observer looks at the issues. 

Masked Up for Protest
Do concealed identities embolden the violence?

by DAnny Peterson

the PortlAnD observer

Would the elimination of masks at Portland protests 
make demonstrations more peaceful? That was the sug-
gestion of Police Chief Danielle Outlaw in response to 
violence that has been occurring at political rallies and 
demonstrations in recent years, in which right-wing par-
ticipants, and left-wing counter-demonstrators, have been 
engaging in bloody street brawls.

Mask-bans are nothing new in the United States, with 
around 15 states and some counties and cities having 

some kind of regulation on the hiding of faces during a 
protest. Many of the anti-mask laws around the country 
were passed in response to a wave of violence perpetrated 
by Ku Klux Klan members wearing hoods between 1920 
and 1950. 

Dr. Leroy Haynes, a black pastor and the chair of the 
Albina Ministerial Alliance Coalition for Justice and Po-
lice Reform, pointed out the stark contrast between the 
peaceful, non-violent heyday protests of the 1960s civil 
rights era he’d participated in since he was 13, in the tra-
dition of the philosophies of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 

compared to today’s both right-wing and left-wing count-
er protestors having been documented wearing masks and 
occasionally engaging in violence with each other.

“We were willing to be beaten if it was needed…we 
never wore masks, we wanted people to see that we were 
willing to take an open stance and see our face in those 
situations,” Haynes said.

When multiple groups, including the right-wing Proud 
Boys, a designated hate group by the Southern Pover-
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Better Than Being a Rat
The Baltimore Sun newspaper 
had a response Sunday to Presi-
dent Trump calling their city “a 
rat and rodent infested mess” in 
comments a day earlier meant to 
hurt black Congressmen Elijah 
E. Cummings, who represents 
the city and has criticized Trump 
for the lack of adequate care for 
immigrant children at the border. 
Referring to the president, the ed-
itorial declared “Better to have a 
few rats than to be one.”

Garlic Festival Shooting
A shooting by a teenager with a 
semi-automatic rifle at a garlic 
festival in Gilroy, Calif. Sunday 
killed three people and injured 15 
more. Police officers engaged the 
shooter and in less than a minute 
he was killed. “It’s a nightmare 
you don’t want to live,” said Gil-
roy Police Chief Scot Smithee.

Man Killed in Portland
Police were searching for a per-
son who fatally shot a man around 
6:40 p.m. Sunday near North Wil-
liams Avenue and Russell Street. 
The victim was found on the 

ground. A man identified as his 
brother-in-law told KOIN 6 News 
he was a father with a large ex-
tended family.

Rapper Breaks Hot 100 Streak
Lil Nas X has made Billboard Hot 
100 chart history. The rapper’s 
country song “Old Town Road,” 
featuring Billy Ray Cyrus reached 
No. 1 for 17 weeks last week, 
edging out Luis Fonsi and Daddy 
Yankee’s “Despacito,” and “One 
Sweet Day” by Mariah Carey and 
Boyz II Men, which both lasted 16 
weeks in the top spot.

Family Feud Auditions Held
Producers for the TV Show “Fam-

ily Fued” said about 600 people 
auditioned for “Family Feud” 
over the weekend in Portland. 
The auditions took place at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton-Portland. 
Families played a mock version of 
the game for the audition and now 
anxiously wait for an invitation to 
come back in the next few weeks.

Street Racing Crackdown
Six people were arrested and four 
cars were towed this past weekend 
by Portland police in a crackdown 
on street racing in north and north-
east Portland. Chief Danielle Out-
law thanked those involved in the 
enforcement as authorities look 
for new strategies to hold partic-
ipants accountable.

Homeless Camp Fire Spreads
Embers from a wildfire at a home-
less camp in southeast Portland 
near I-205 drifted across the street 
to the roof of nearby residential 
property Sunday. A fire crew on 
scene called for a full residential 
fire response and crews were able 
kept flames from extending into the 
house and limiting the damage.

The Week 
in Review

Representatives from the Meyer Memorial Trust, the largest private foundation in Oregon, break ground 
for a new headquarters on the corner of North Tillamook and Vancouver Avenue. Pictured (from left) are 
Meyer Memorial Trust President and CEO Michelle J. DePass, Meyer Memorial Board of Trustees Chair 
Toya Fick and Meyer Memorial trustees Janet Hamada, Alice Cuprill-Comas and Mitch Hornecker.

Meyer Trust Starts Albina Build
New space 
to strengthen 
community ties

Meyer Memorial Trust, the larg-
est private foundation in Oregon, 
broke ground Monday for its new 
headquarters on the corner of North 
Tillamook and Vancouver Avenue, 
purposely moving into a historically 
black neighborhood that has faced 
waves of upheaval and displace-
ment to better a community it sup-
ports and serves.

Meyer Memorial Trust Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer 
Michelle J. DePass led the ground 
breaking celebration on the site of 
the future 20,000-foot, three-sto-
ry building, just northeast of the 
Broadway Bridge in the Albina 
community. The site will also con-

tain a library, education garden and 
community meeting space.

“Establishing a permanent home 
in historic Albina is one way to show 
Meyer’s commitment to building 
partnerships and connections that 
help to make Oregon a flourishing 
and equitable state,” DePass said. 
The Meyer Memorial Trust leader 
was hired last year, a former assis-
tant administrator for the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in the 
Obama administration. She is not 
related to newly elected Portland 
School Board Michelle DePass.

Established by the late Fred G. 
Meyer of Portland, the founder of 
Fred Meyer stores, the Meyer Me-
morial Trust announced last year it 
was planning to move 50 employ-
ees from leased office space in the 
Pearl District to the new site. Fred 
Meyer himself lived in the neigh-
borhood when he first established 

his business, foundation officials 
said.

The headquarters project is de-
signed to strengthen the connections 
between the Meyer Foundation 
and local communities, according 
to Meyer Memorial officials. The 
building is designed to achieve a 
LEED v4 Platinum certification for 
sustainability and the use of locally 
available renewable materials. The 
plans also include a process for en-
gaging women and minority owned 
firms in both the design and con-
struction phases.

The Meyer trust also plans to have 
at least 43 percent of the construc-
tion built by women and minority 
owned subcontractors. Additionally, 
O’Neill/Walsh Community Build-
ings plans to have at least 30 percent 
of their journey and apprentice hours 
filled by minorities and 10 percent of 
the hours filled by women.
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Nearly two weeks of disruptions for the Blue, Green and Red Lines on TriMet’s Max system, between 
the Rose Quarter and Lloyd areas, starts Thursday as the agency makes track improvements.

Bracing for Disruption
TriMet will be making track 

improvements in the Rose Quar-
ter and Lloyd areas that are ex-
pected to cause disruptions to 
the agency’s Max Blue, Green, 
and Red lines starting Thursday, 
Aug. 4 and continuing until Sat-
urday, Aug. 17.

Fewer trains will be running 
throughout the Max system 
during the two week construc-
tion period as the trains will also 
receive schedule adjustments, 
causing up to 30-45 minute de-
lays for trips on all lines and 
crowded trains during commut-

ing hours. 
In addition, TriMet will be 

arranging for shuttle buses for 
trips between the Interstate/Rose 
Quarter and Lloyd Center sta-
tions; and between Kenton/N. 
Denver Ave Max station and 
Portland International Airport.

The work TriMet is doing in 
the Rose Quarter area will keep 
trains moving on time, create a 
smoother ride and help set up for 
a Steel Bridge Max improvement 
project next summer. Straight 
rails will also replace a lit-
tle-used manual switch on Holla-

Track repairs at the Rose Quarter to begin
day Street, between 9th and 11th 
avenues, which will eliminate 
bumps riders feel in that section 
of the track, the Trimet said.

The agency recommends that 
riders anticipate extra time for 
their Max commutes while the 
work is going on, and consider 
using regular bus service, the 
Portland Streetcar, bike or walk, 
ride share, avoiding commuting 
during rush hour (7-9 a.m. and  
4-6 p.m. each day), or working 
from home during the disrup-
tion. More information can be 
found at trimet.org/lloyd.

Alice Green-Dell has been named TriMet Bus 
Operator of the Year.

TriMet Bus Operator of the Year
Driver loves job; takes 
pride in serving public

She has eight safe driving awards from the Na-
tional Safety Council to go with her love of serving 
the public. Now Alice Green-Dell is TriMet’s Bus 
Operator of the Year.

Green-Dell joined TriMet in 2007 and just 
achieved Master Operator status, recognition of su-
perior performance.

 “When I’m doing something I love, I take pride 
in doing it,” she told TriMet after being named the 
agency top bus driver for 2019. “I love my job, and 
when you love something, you cherish it.”

A comment to TriMet from one of her riders 
during freezing weather was testament to the bus 
operator’s skills and public outreach.

“She just kept her calm, taking it slow and steady. 
She was incredibly polite, wishing me to be safe as 
I departed. She had a stressful job this morning and 
handled it incredibly well! Hats off to her!” Megan fOOd
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once the regime made listening to 
Western-influenced music punish-
able by death.  

A more typical approach would 
have been a play where people 
talked about the musicians and the 

music was heard only in record-
ings. But Yee built something dif-
ferent. She and her collaborators 
found talented performers to cre-
ate a rock band like the ones who 
were wiped out, and to arrange and 
play songs by Dengue Fever and 

prominent Cambodian artists who 
influenced the musical moment 
that was crushed in the 1970s.  She 
then built the story around a fic-
tional band of young people filled 
with excitement and hope, and 
then explores the tragic events that 
befell them. Their story is punc-
tuated by the story of one of the 
band’s members who is returning 
to Cambodia for the first time 40 
years later, as his U.S.-born daugh-
ter is gathering criminal evidence 

against a former Khmer Rouge 
official. That family story offers a 
window into the sort of secrets that 
survivors of war often carry with-
out telling their children.  

The music does much of the 
heavy lifting in this play--it is 

playful and also full of longing, 
and the cast helps us feel in our 
bodies the joy and energy that an-
imated this lost artistic movement. 
A standout among this extremely 
talented group is Joe Ngo, who 
met Yee while the play was in de-
velopment and was cast to play 
a side character in an early draft. 
Ngo’s own parents survived the 
Khmer Rouge and, unlike most 
survivors of such trauma, had 
shared with him stories of the 

atrocities they had experienced 
and witnessed. The experiences 
of Ngo and his family informed 
the way play took shape, offering 
audiences humorous and painful 
insights into the divides between 
generations that can be compli-

cated to traverse. In the show’s 
first production at South Coast 
Repertory Theater and again at 
OSF, Ngo plays the lead character, 
Chum, both as an older man in his 
50s and also his younger self, who 
played in a band and was tortured 
in a labor camp. Ngo digs deep to 
offer a performance that is funny 
and strong and playful and desper-
ate, a clear homage to his own par-
ents and to a legacy that deserves 
respect and celebration.

Another pivotal character is 
Duch, based on a real-life Khmer 
Rouge official who was head of a 
prison where almost 20,000 peo-
ple were tortured and killed. Char-
ismatic and “utterly utterly charm-
ing” as played by Daisuke Tsuji, 
Duch is our guide to the dark side, 
to the questions about how and 
why these tragic events could ever 
have happened--as are Chum and 
a friend and former bandmate, 
Leng (Moses Villarama), whom 
he unexpectedly encounters in the 
prison. What would you do to sur-
vive? How does war change what 
people are capable of? And who 
are they afterwards?

It all comes together in a work 
of art so compelling that I have 
experienced it five times, and ex-
pect to experience it several more. 
To me, theater like this feels holy; 
with each performance, these art-
ists resurrect the fallen, animate 
what the darkness attempted to 
kill. I recently read that Dengue 
Fever’s lead singer Nimol believes 
that the murdered musicians of 
Cambodia’s pop rock heyday sur-
round her when she is onstage too. 
I don’t doubt that such things are 
possible because I have sensed it 
in this production--and the chance 
to learn and pay homage as a 
member of the audience of “Cam-
bodian Rock Band” is something I 
have come to treasure.

Darleen Ortega is a judge on 
the Oregon Court of Appeals and 
the first woman of color to serve 
in that capacity. Her movie review 
column Opinionated Judge ap-
pears regularly in The Portland 
Observer. 
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oPinionAted    Judge by  
DArleen ortegA

Inspiring Homage to a Destroyed Culture, History

Until I saw the marvelous play, 
“Cambodian Rock Band,” run-
ning until October at the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival in Ashland, I 
had no idea about the exciting pop 
rock scene that flourished in Cam-
bodia just before its magic was ut-
terly destroyed during the Khmer 
Rouge genocide in 1975 to 1979. 
Like the former Khmer Rouge 
official whose trial 30 years later 
becomes a focus of some of the 
play’s events, the stories of that 
erased music and of the survivors 
of that genocide have been hiding 
in plain sight. We cultivate so lit-
tle curiosity about what we could 
learn from our refugee neighbors 
and friends and, even in our own 
families, we know so little about 
the traumas experienced by loved 
ones separated by even a genera-
tion. We don’t know how to look, 
and we don’t think to ask.

This play offers an often exhila-
rating, frequently funny, and deep-
ly moving encounter with some of 
what we have been missing about 
Cambodian culture and history. A 
family story, a musical explora-
tion, and a plunge into the heart of 
darkness all in one, the play offers 
audiences several ways into sto-
ries that enrich and inspire.

Music was the way that play-
wright Lauren Yee found into this 
context, via a band called Den-
gue Fever.  The band is based in 
Los Angeles and specializes in 
Cambodian pop and psychedelic 
rock. Its lead singer, Chhom Ni-
mol, was born in Cambodia and 
is still beloved there. Inspired by 
Dengue Fever’s music, Yee sought 
to build a play around the nearly 
extinguished musical and histori-
cal legacy which the band draws 
from; the Khmer Rouge killed 
an estimated 90% of Cambodian 
artists, and the country’s vibrant 
music scene suddenly disappeared 

The Oregon Shakespeare Theater’s current production of “Cambodian Rock Band” is about the pop 
rock scene in Cambodia before it was destroyed during the Khmer Rouge genocide of the late 1970s. 
The play inspires homage to a lost culture and history, and incorporates songs by Dengue Fever, a 
Los Angeles based band whose lead singer was born in Cambodia and represents the vibrant music 
scene that disappeared.
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Masked Up for Protest
ContinueD from front

ty Law Center known to strike 
up violent conflicts in Portland, 
and left-wing counter protestors 
known as antifascists or Antifa 
clashed last month, bloody fist 
fights broke out during what po-
lice called a “civil disturbance.” 
Three arrests were made and sev-
eral injuries reported.

Video footage of conservative 
writer Andy Ngo getting assault-
ed and pelted with milkshakes 
from what appeared to be mask-
clad Antifa sparked nationwide 
backlash and criticism of Portland 
Police Bureau and Mayor Ted 
Wheeler.

Outlaw proposed making a law 
making it illegal to wear a mask 
while a crime was being commit-
ted to help reduce the violence at 
future protests.

 “Legislation would really be 
helpful prohibiting the wearing of 
masks during the commission of a 
crime…If you knew that you can 
be easily identified, do you think 
you would be as inclined to com-
mit that act of violence or commit 
that crime personally?” Outlaw 
asked at a press conference a few 
days after the clash.

Haynes told the Portland Ob-
server that he wouldn’t have a 
problem with police implementing 
a mask ban for people committing 
crimes, but urged that such a pro-
posal should not “impinge upon 
the rights of citizens to march and 
to peacefully assemble for their 
grievances.”

 “We would’ve not had the 
1964 Civil Rights bill, the ‘65 
Civil Rights bill, the end to Jim 
Crow, without marches and pro-
tests,” he explained. 

John Parry, a professor of law 
and associate dean at Lewis and 
Clark Law School, said he under-
stands the frustration the police 
have in terms of quelling the vi-
olence at protests and agreed that 
“the best way to do it, if you’re 
going to do it, would be to specifi-
cally link the mask wearing to the 
commission of some other crime, 
and perhaps a crime of some seri-
ousness.”

Parry, who teaches courses on 
civil litigation, noted he does not 
consider himself a specialist in 
First Amendment rights issues but 
agreed any legal problems that 
could arise from a hypothetical 
law banning masks when a crime 
was being committed would cer-
tainly be due to free speech issues. 

“The way in which you choose 
to present yourself in public is 
certainly a form of expression… 
And if we start criminalizing that 
we’re going to have to be awfully 
careful of how we tailor that in a 
way that gets at the specific prob-
lem that we’re trying to address,” 
he said.

Though Parry acknowledged 
the rationale that wearing a mask 
may make a perpetrator “more 
emboldened to assault someone,” 
he questioned the practicality of 
such a law.

“If I break the law by wearing 
the mask, the fact that the law is 
there doesn’t make it any easier 
for them to find me. I’ve worn the 
mask; yes I’ve broken this addi-
tional rule, but good luck finding 
me.”

Parry also acknowledged that 
the proposal as it’s been stated so 
far is quite vague, and that a hypo-
thetical law banning the wearing 
of a mask during a crime could 

manifest in a myriad of different 
ways. If it were a state statute, for 
instance, the determination would 
have to be made as to whether the 
law was carried out as an aggra-
vating factor for sentencing or as 
an additional violation added on to 
some other offense, he said.

Prior court rulings of mask bans 
have been mixed. For example, 
an anti-mask statute in Georgia, 

originally created as an anti-Klan 
law, was recently upheld in a case 
where a man wore a “V for Ven-
detta” mask to a protest in Atlanta 
in 2014, related to a grand jury’s 
decision in a police-shooting case 
in Ferguson, Mo.

On the other hand, a federal 
court in Indiana struck down one 
of its anti-mask laws in 1998 in a 
case that involved the Klan chal-
lenging a Goshen city ordinance 
barring the use of masked hoods. 
The U.S. District Court judge rul-
ing in that case stated that the law 

had the effect of “directly chill-
ing speech” by infringing on the 
group’s right to associate anony-
mously. 

 Sierra Ellis, a spokesperson 
from Mayor Ted Wheeler’s of-
fice, told the Portland Observer 
via email that the Mayor has been 
talking with Chief Outlaw about 
her concerns, but has not yet taken 
a position on the masks.

“We need to learn more about 
the implications of it. We’d also 
like to get community leaders to 
weigh in,” Ellis said.



Page 6   July 31, 2019

Mississippi
Alberta
North Portland

Vancouver
East County

Beaverton

Photo by Cory WeAver

The Portland Opera presents “In the Penal Colony,’ a play that exposes a nightmarish machine of executions. Now playing through 
Saturday, Aug. 10.

In The Penal 
Colony

A piercing and profound view 
of justice and change is behind the 
Portland Opera’s presentation of 
“In the Penal Colony,” a play about 
a man who is invited to visit a penal 
colony to observe the execution of 
a condemned man at the hands of a 
nightmarish machine.

The colony’s officer extols the 
virtues of the apparatus, which tor-
tures as it kills, in this piece that the 
New York Times calls a “Surreal 

Exploration of Injustice.” As the fu-
ture of the institution is questioned, 
the visitor considers the conse-
quences of meddling, and the of-
ficer grows more desperate to pre-
serve the system.

The play opened Friday and con-
tinues with shows through Satur-
day, Aug. 10 at the Hampton Opera 
Center, 211 S.E. Caruthers St.  For 
tickets and more information, visit 
portlandopera.org.
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood atmosphere.

CAnnon’s rib exPress
We have moved to: 3625 NE MLK Jr Blvd, Portland OR

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Mon-Sat: 11am-7pm
Sunday: 11am- 6pm

‘Footloose’ Musical on Stage
The Broadway Rose Theater Company presents the exhilarating 
musical “Footloose,” inspired by the 1980s screenplay of young 
people fighting to dance in a small town where it is outlawed. 
Shows from Aug. 2 through Sept. 1 at the New Stage in Tigard, 
located at 12850 S.W. Grant Ave. Get your tickets early as half 
of the shows have already sold out. For more information, visit 
broadwayrose.org.

Fighting food insecurity gets a lift with the Double Up Food 
Bucks program where every dollar spent on SNAP-eligible foods 
are doubled for qualifying low income residents at participating 
farmers markets.

Double Up Food Bucks

Coalition 
expands reach to 
fight hunger

Farmers Markets in Oregon 
have been awarded $1.5 million 
from the state to expand the SNAP 
Double Up Food Bucks program 
for low income residents.

The program helps SNAP par-
ticipants access fresh fruits and 
vegetables. For every dollar spent 
on SNAP-eligible foods at partic-
ipating farmers markets, Double 
Up Food Bucks recipients will 
now receive an additional dollar 
to spend on Oregon-grown fruits 
and veggies.

Over 600,000 Oregonians, 
more than a third of whom are 
children, currently receive SNAP 
benefits.

“We’re delighted the state of 
Oregon has chosen to invest in 
Double Up Food Bucks,” says 
Molly Notarianni, Farmers Mar-
ket Fund program director. “It’s 
a triple win: these state funds will 
uplift Oregon farmers, families, 
and local economies.”

For nearly a decade, Farmers 
Market Fund has worked to con-
nect SNAP participants with local 
produce. Additionally, they’ve 
partnered with Oregon Food 
Bank since 2015 to offer the Food 
Bucks program at 53 farmers mar-
kets and 31 farm shares across 16 
Oregon counties.

The program will also expand 
into select grocery outlets, al-
lowing for greater access to fresh 
fruits and vegetables in areas of 
the state not currently served by 
farmers markets.
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Funerals ~ Memorial Services ~ Cremation ~ Preplanning

“Dedicated to providing 
excellent service and 
superior care of your 

loved one”
Funeral Home staff 
available 24 hours

503-249-1788

Terry Family Funeral Home
2337 N Williams Ave, Portland, Or 97227

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

The Community AME Zion Church Choir of Vancouver. Photo by PAtti hArPer

AME Zion Choir History Event
Vancouver’s Community AME 

Zion Church Choir, a historical-
ly diverse and African American 
congregation, will be celebrated 
when the Clark County Historical 
Museum hosts its next First Thurs-
day Speaker Series on Thursday, 
Aug. 1, with “Faith Music: The 
History of the Community AME 

Zion Church Choir.”
Music plays an important role 

in worship at AME Zion with 
many members who have partic-
ipated in the ministry by playing 
instruments, performing vocals or 
involving themselves with choir 
or dance.

The free spotlight on the church 

and choir is open to the public 
and will begin at 7 p.m. at Com-
munity AME Zion, located at 
3605 East 13th St. Rev. Joyce M. 
Smith, senior pastor, will explore 
the church’s music history, and 
the history of the church, along-
side Brother Charles Simmons 
and Rev. Dayton Smith.

New Orleans Band 
at Pickathon
The Preservation Hall Jazz Band, which has held the torch for 
music in New Orleans for the past four decades, founded by tuba 
player Ben Jaffe, will be performing at the diverse Pikathon Music 
Festival in Happy Valley, both days of the festival, which is packed 
with musical groups and entertainment on Friday and Saturday, 
Aug. 2 and 3. The concert venue is the Pendarvis Farm, 16581 
S.E. Hagen Rd. Free shuttle service from the Clackamas Town 
Center is available. For more information, visit pickathon.com.

Steve ‘2 Pound’ Forbes DeMarcus “Chop Chop” Corley

Former Champs 
Fight Card

Two former boxing champi-
ons will battle when Portland’s 
2Pound Sports and Entertainment 
presents Fight Night 4 on Sat-
urday, Aug. 3 at the Clackamas 
Armory, 15300 S.E. Minuteman 
Way.

At 42 and 45 respectfully, Steve 
“2 Pound” Forbes and DeMarcus 
“Chop Chop” Corley will climb 
into the ring after over 130 profes-
sional bouts between them, having 
faced opponents like Floyd May-
weather Jr. and Oscar de la Hoya.

Forbes, 36-14 with 11 knock-
outs, says that while it’s not exactly 
the same as a full professional bout, 
the punches will definitely be real. 

“Being that we’re both former 
champions, there will be a com-
petitive thing there,” Forbes says. 
“I kinda want to see his tricks, and 
I’m sure he wants to see mine.”

Both fighters bring heaps of 
skills to the table, and Corley 
agrees that the exhibition will be 
competitive. 

Also scheduled on the fight 
card are Andre Keys vs. Antonio 
Neal; Chris Johnson vs. William 
Fernandez; DeJon Corley vs. 
Mike Fernandez, Daquan Wyatt 
vs. Andres Abarca and William 
Hernandez-Gomez vs. TBA. To 
purchase tickets, visit TicketTo-
mato.com and search boxing.
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

MCS Still in 
Business

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area  
and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 

Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning
Regular Area Rugs

$25.00 Minimum
Wool Oriental Rugs

$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

OpiniOn
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of  the Portland 
Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. Submit to 
news@portlandobserver.com.

Can the Party of Lincoln Be Racist? Absolutely
by trACey l. rogers

Republicans have a go-to 
line when it comes to de-
flecting charges of racism: 
We’re the party of Lincoln!

For instance, after Pres-
ident Trump spewed divi-
sive, racist rhetoric toward 
Democratic Reps. Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez, Ayanna Pressley, Ilhan 
Omar, and Rashida Tliab, Republican House 
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy had a ready 
response: “We are the party of Lincoln.” Any 
suggestion that the president was being racist 
was “politics,” he claimed.

To me, McCarthy’s response confirmed 
what we’ve known all along: The Republican 
Party is filled with racists.

Republicans almost uniformly failed to re-
ject Trump’s racist tweets. Instead, Rep. Ralph 
Abraham (R-LA) said that he would person-
ally “pay for the congresswomen’s tickets to 
leave this country.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY) stated flat out that the president was 
“not a racist,” while Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK) 
joined this collective shrug by saying, “I don’t 
see these as racial remarks.”

In a united front to defend the president, 
the entire Republican Party deflected blame 
to their “socialist colleagues,” and objected 

to a House resolution condemning Trump’s 
comments. Only four Republicans voted with 
Democrats to pass it.

Yes, the Republican Party is showing itself 
to be the Party of Lincoln, all right. Not when 
it comes to Lincoln’s strong moral code and 
supposed conviction that all men were created 
equal. But definitely when it comes to Lin-
coln’s personal racism.

Let’s not forget that the “Great Emancipa-
tor” himself was openly racist.

Unfortunately, Abraham Lincoln perpetuat-
ed the myth of white superiority throughout 
his entire political career, spewing the same 
kind of racism that is alive and well in the Re-
publican Party of today.

While Lincoln was vocal in his opposition 
to slavery, he also believed that blacks should 
be sent to Liberia — in Africa — because he 
did not believe freed blacks should live among 
whites in the United States.

What’s more, even though he held the con-
viction that all men, including blacks, “had the 
right to improve their condition in society and 
enjoy the fruits of their labor,” Lincoln didn’t 
think blacks should have the same social and 
political rights as white people.

In fact, during the fourth Lincoln-Douglas 
debate in 1854, Lincoln plainly stated: “I am 
not, nor ever have been, in favor of bring-
ing about in any way the social and political 

equality of the white and black races.” He 
continued that “while they do remain togeth-
er, there must be the position of superior and 
inferior, and I as much as any other man am in 
favor of having the superior position assigned 
to the white race.”

One might dare argue that Lincoln himself 
was a white nationalist, and the apple doesn’t 
fall too far from the tree. Trump’s tweets were 
widely praised by open white nationalists — 
and then condoned by nearly the entire Re-
publican Party.

What does set the party of Lincoln apart 
from today’s Republicans, however, is that 
Lincoln at least strived to keep the Union in-
tact. While his Emancipation Proclamation 
was politically motivated, it was a risky strate-
gy, nonetheless, to keep the nation undivided. 
That’s not what we’re seeing from this admin-
istration.

Slavery may have formally ended in 1865. 
But in 2019, the leader of the free world has 
the support of the Republican Party to send 
all black and brown people, be they asylum 
seekers or members of Congress born in this 
country who carry U.S. citizenship, back from 
whence they came.

It makes me wonder, whose party is it now?
Tracey L. Rogers is an entrepreneur and 

activist living in Northern Virginia. This op-
ed was distributed by OtherWords.org.

The Great Emancipator was an open white supremacist
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Bid/Classified

PART-TIME PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT WANTED

We are seeking a highly-
motivated Personal Assistant, 
who can provide seamless 
organizational support to several 
senior executives and other office 
staff, deftly, in a timely manner, 
with strong interpersonal skills 
and good judgment, in a complex 
and dynamic work environment. 
Compensation is $18-$20 
Hourly. For more details send 
your resume to: jobinquiry5@
post.com 

BUSINESS SYSTEMS ANALYST 
AND IT PROJECT MANAGER

The Oregon State Bar is 
looking for someone to provide 
organization-wide analysis and 
support of business processes 
for departments, systems, and 
users and manage projects 
through successful completion.
Please visit http://www.osbar.
org/osbcenter/openings.html 
for job details.

Equal Opportunity Employer   

MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
Multi-Family Weatherization Services on a 

Requirements Basis
SUMMARY:
Multnomah County Department of County Human Services 
(DCHS), Community Services Division, Weatherization Program 
is seeking to establish a list of contractors qualified to perform 
weatherization measures in the multi-family housing program to 
increase the energy efficiency of low-income client homes.
ITB AVAILABILITY:
To access the Sourcing Event, visit https://multco.us/purchasing/
bids-proposal-opportunities then scroll down for new business 
opportunities.
Bids must be submitted electronically through the Multco Bids 
must be submitted electronically through the Multco Marketplace 
Supplier Network. Suppliers will need to register at this portal 
in order to submit a bid. Bids are accepted until, but not after, 
2:00PM on the close date of the Sourcing Event.
Multnomah County reserves the right to reject any or all bids if 
not in compliance with the Invitation to Bid (ITB) procedures and 
requirements and to reject any or all bids or to cancel the Sourcing 
Event if Multnomah County finds it is in the public interest to do so.

MULTNOMAH COUNT Y PURCHASING

CALL FOR BID

SUB BID REQUEST

Aloha High School Seismic Improvement  
& Re-Roof Project, Summer 2020 

Invitation to Bid
Proposals are due 8/13/2019 by 12:00pm

Bid Contact: Nick Steers            
Email Address: steersn@hswc.com

Bid Documents & Other Information are located at link:  
shorturl.at/eu689 

CCB 191495

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
Portland Expo Center and 
Portland’5 Centers for the Arts 
and provides services that 
cross city limits and county 
lines including land use and 
transportation planning, parks 
and nature programs, and 
garbage and recycling systems.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
current openings and a link to 
our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Custodian (Events) – part-time, 
Portland Expo, $13.44 - $17.48 
hourly. Deadline date: August 6, 
2019
These opportunities are open 
to First Opportunity Target 
Area (FOTA) residents: This 
area includes the following 
zip codes located primarily in 
N, NE and a small portion of 
SE Portland: 97024, 97030, 
97203, 97211, 97212, 97213, 
97216, 97217, 97218, 97220, 
97227, 97230, 97233, 97236, 
and 97266, whose total annual 
income was less than $47,000 
for a household of up to two 
individuals or less than $65,000 
for a household of three or more.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/FOTA  for 
the complete job announcement 
and a link to our online hiring 
center or visit our lobby kiosk 
at Metro, 600 NE Grand Ave, 
Portland. 

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
Single-Family Weatherization Services on a 

Requirements Basis
SUMMARY:
Multnomah County Department of County Human Services 
(DCHS), Community Services Division, Weatherization Program 
is seeking to establish a list of contractors qualified to perform 
weatherization measures in the single-family housing program to 
increase the energy efficiency of low-income client homes.
ITB AVAILABILITY:
To access the Sourcing Event, visit https://multco.us/purchasing/
bids-proposal-opportunities then scroll down for new business 
opportunities.
Bids must be submitted electronically through the Multco 
Marketplace Supplier Network. Suppliers will need to register at 
this portal in order to submit a bid. Bids are accepted until, but not 
after, 2:00PM on the close date of the Sourcing Event.
Multnomah County reserves the right to reject any or all bids if 
not in compliance with the Invitation to Bid (ITB) procedures and 
requirements and to reject any or all bids or to cancel the Sourcing 
Event if Multnomah County finds it is in the public interest to do 
so.

MULTNOMAH COUNT Y PURCHASING

CALL FOR BID

OpiniOn
Letter to the Editor

No Pension 
Funds for War

I recently retired as an em-
ployee with Portland Public 
Schools and had to decide what 
to do with 1 of 2 of my Pub-
lic Employee Retirement Sav-
ings accounts - to keep it going 
or cash out. Because I couldn’t 
stomach my money being invest-
ed by PERS in the stocks of the 
war machine, I decided to roll it 
over into a socially conscientious 
IRA at my bank. Now my other 
PERS account I have no control 
over and it sends me my monthly 
retiree payments. I am upset that 
a portion of this money comes 
from the war machine.

Excessive military spending 
is undermining the well-being 
of our communities and drain-
ing our non-military sectors. 
The Pentagon’s bloated budget 
accounts for over half of federal 
discretionary spending at a time 
when our communities are suf-
fering, much of it going directly 
to private corporations. War is 
a tool for asserting military and 
economic dominance, and for 
protecting the interests of mili-
tary contractors--not the lives of 
ordinary community members. 

US military interventions 
and US-produced weapons have 
played a leading role in displac-
ing millions of people around the 
world. Conservative estimates 
show the US interventions in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan 
alone since 2001 have displaced 
10 million people. The U.S. war 
machine must be held account-
able for its role in creating the 
global refugee crisis.

Our communities underwrite 
weapons manufacturing corpora-
tions through our public invest-
ments, including city funds, pub-
lic university endowments, and 
through public employee pension 
funds.

Weapons manufacturers see 
a rise in their stock value when 
war and conflict increase across 
the globe. These corporations 
are literally making a killing on 
killing. Why are we underwriting 
their profit with the public funds 
in our cities, our public univer-
sity endowments and our public 
employee pension funds.

Wade Worthington

Job Opening: Executive 
Director of the Miracles Club

The Executive Director will report 
to Miracles Board of Directors 
and the Miracles Membership.  
The Executive Director will 
negotiate, implement PDS, 
Health Promotion, grants/
contracts, maintain the Miracles 
community recovery center, 
understands the principles of 
P.R.O.s (Peer Run Organizations), 
and principles of supporting 
culturally specific recovery 
from addiction.  The Executive 
Director will manage culturally 
specific peer delivered services 
in multiple locations, inspire 
recovery, health and wellness, 
demonstrates leadership skills 
and the capacity to be affable 
and work constructively with 
others and have at least 5 years 
of senior leadership experience.
Candidates should e-mail their 
cover letter, updated resume, 
and salary requirements to: 
Mr. Eric Martin at: eric@mhacbo.
org. All applicants must apply 
no later than 11:59 PM on 
August 25, 2019. If a candidate 
wants to receive the entire job 
description, please inquire by 
e-mailing Mr. Martin.

Advertise with diversity 
in 

The Portland 
Observer

Call 503-288-0033 
email ads@portlandobserver.com

Need to publish a court document or 
notice? Need an affidavit of publication 
quickly and efficiently? Please fax or e-mail 
your notice for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: classifieds@portlandobserver.com

The Portland Observer

L e g a L  N o t i c e s



Beer Auction to End 
Youth Homelessness 
– New Avenues for Youth, 
a nonprofit helping prevent and 
intervene in youth homelessness in-
vites the community to a beer tasting event and live 
beer auction fundraiser with more than 50 different 
breweries  to support the group’s mission. The event 
will be held Saturday, Aug. 10 from9 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
at the Leftbank Annex, 10 N. Weidler and Broadway. 
For more information, visit newavenues.org.

Courage and Cleverness  – Miss Trunchbull hates 
children and just loves thinking up new punishments 
for those who don’t abide by her rules. But Matil-
da, has courage and cleverness in equal amounts and 
could be the school pupils’ saving grace. ‘Matilda, 
The Musical,’ based on the beloved children’s nov-
el, is now playing through Aug. 18 at the Lakewood 
Center for the Arts in Lake Oswego.

Summer Free for 
All – Portland Parks 
and Recreation’s 
“Summer Free for 
All” series is back 
with amazing events 
all summer long for 
both kids and adults, 
including movies, 
concerts, free lunch 
and play events and 

more. For details, a guide is posted online at portlan-
doregon.gov/parks.

‘On the Edge’ Art Quilts – This summer through 
Aug. 15, the Oregon Historical Society, downtown, 
hosts an original exhibit of art quilts developed by 
the local Studio Art Quilt artists titled ‘On the Edge,’ 
a theme to draw on being on the edge, be it physical-
ly, geographically, emotionally, philosophically or in 
personality.

Norman Sylvester Band – The Norman Sylvester 
Band plays Thursday, Aug. 1 at 6:30 p.m. for the Ho-
mer Davenport Festival in Silverton; Saturday, Aug. 
3 at 2:30 p.m. at the Tualatin Crawfish Festival, and 
at 8 p.m. at Catfish Lou’s new location in Beaverton; 
Thursday, Aug. 8 at noon in the Franz Cancer Center 
courtyard at Providence Hospital; Saturday, Aug. 10 
at the Spare Room; and Sunday, Aug. 11 at the Ele-

phant Garlic Festival in 
North Plains.

Twilight Tuesday – The Or-
egon Zoo is staying open late for 

a special Twilight Tuesday extra on 
Aug. 20 featuring animals that are active at dusk, fun 
activities for families, food and beverages from local 
vendors and live entertainment. The festivities will 
begin at 4 p.m. and last until 8 p.m.

Summer at the Square – This summer Pioneer 
Courthouse Square, downtown, is offering free 
weekly  events, including Noon Tunes concerts on 
Tuesdays, wellness activities on Wednesdays and 
Flicks on the Bricks movies on five Friday evenings 
in July and August.

Explore Washington Park – Free shuttle service to 
Washington Park, with stops to all major attractions 
including the Oregon Zoo and Children’s Museum, 
now runs year round on weekends and offers daily 
service during spring and summer through October.

Columbia Gorge Express – The Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Columbia Gorge Express 
bus provides transportation to Rooster Rock State 
Park and Multnomah Falls. The bus has proven a 
convenient and popular way to visit the Gorge for 
tourists, local residents and regular transit riders. For 
more information, visit columbiagorgeexpress.com

Read for Fun and Prizes – Multnomah County en-
courages kids to read for 
fun and prizes this sum-
mer. The annual Summer 
Reading program is in 
full swing at all branch 
libraries. To help grow 
interest, the library also 
offers dozens of free 
summer reading events, 
camps and classes to 
keep youth of all ages 
playing and learning. 

Zoo for All – The Oregon Zoo has launched “Zoo for 
All,” a discount program that provides $5 admission 
for low income individuals and families. Visitors 
may purchase up to six of the $5 tickets by brining 
a photo ID and documentation showing they partic-
ipate in low income service, like the Oregon Trial 
Card, Medicaid, Section 8, Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families, and Head Start.

Discount Tickets – Low income families and indi-
viduals can purchase $5 tickets to classical musical 
performances in Portland as part of a unique pro-
gram called Music for All. Participating organiza-
tions include the Oregon Symphony, Portland Opera, 
Oregon Ballet Theater, Chamber Music Northwest, 
Portland Youth Philharmonic, Portland Baroque Or-
chestra, Friends of Chamber Music, Portland Cham-
ber Orchestra, Portland Piano International, Portland 
Symphonic Choir, Cappella Romana and Portland 
Vocal Consort. 
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We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050  •  Fax 503-227-8757
michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

State Farm R

Agent

Providing Insurance  
and Financial Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, Illinois 61710

503-730-1156
Sweet 16 to 100th

Event Coverage,

Prints on site 

and Video

antonioharris.com

Harris Photography

State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

311 NE Killingsworth St, 
Portland, OR 97211
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

971-276-8674

Cut, trim, edge,  
power washing, 

hauling, leaf removal, 
cleanup, anything!
FREE ESTIMATES

FAIR PRICING

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING
971-570-8214

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

Theotis Cason
503-287-0855

5015 NE MLK Blvd.
Portland, OR 97211
Catering Available
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Oven-Roasted Asparagus Ingredients:
• 1 bunch thin asparagus spears, 
trimmed
• 3 tablespoons olive oil
• 1 clove garlic, minced
Directions:
1. Reheat an oven to 425 degrees F (220 degrees C).

2. Place the asparagus into a mixing bowl, and drizzle with the ol-
ive oil. Toss to coat the spears, then sprinkle with Parmesan cheese, 
garlic, salt, and pepper. Arrange the asparagus onto a baking sheet 
in a single layer.

3. Bake in the preheated oven until just tender, 12 to 15 minutes de-
pending on thickness. Sprinkle with lemon juice just before serving.

• 1 1/2 tblsp grated Parmesan 
cheese
• 1 teaspoon sea salt
• 1/2 tspn ground black pepper
• 1 tablespoon lemon juice

TriMet Bus 
Operator  
of the Year

ContinueD from PAge 3

from Line 4-Fesseden wrote.
Green-Dell describes herself 

as a people person. She said she 
joined TriMet to serve the pub-
lic and interact with people of 
all different cultures. Day in and 
day out, she shows her riders how 
much she cares.

“I was driving the #12, and an 
elderly lady took my bus from 
downtown by mistake,” she re-
members. “After I dropped her off, 
I worried all the way to Sherwood 
because it was my last trip of the 
night. On my way back, I changed 
my route because I had feeling 
she’d still be standing there. She 
was. Oh, how happy she was to 
see me! I picked her up and took 
her to Center Garage where I got 
my car and took her to north Port-
land. She hugged me. She thanked 
me. She cried tears of joy. She said 
I was her guardian angel.”

TriMet also named Cynthia 
McClean as Mini-run (part time) 
Operator of the Year and Neil 
Beaudry as Rail Operator of the 
year. The winners were selected 
by a vote of their peers.

fOOd

Directions:
1. Prepare a grill for medium heat. Rub salm-
on with 2 Tbsp. olive oil; season both sides 
with salt.

2. Cut ends off lemon and discard. Place lem-
on upright and slice off outer lobes in 4 sec-
tions, leaving a square-shaped core and seeds 

Grilled Crispy-Skinned Salmon with Whole Lemon-Sesame Sauce
Ingredients:
• 4 6-oz. skin-on salmon fillets, pin bones 
removed, patted dry
• 2 Tbsp. plus 1/3 cup extra-virgin olive 
oil, plus more for grill
• Kosher salt to taste
• 1 small lemon

• 1 small shallot, finely chopped
• 2 tsp. black sesame seeds
• 1 tsp. honey
• ½ tsp. toasted sesame oil
• Freshly ground black pepper
• 1 cup torn basil leaves

behind. Finely chop lobes (flesh, pith, and all) 
and transfer to a small bowl (you should have 
about 1/2 cup). Squeeze out juice from core 
over bowl. Add shallot, sesame seeds, honey, 
sesame oil, and remaining 1/3 cup olive oil; sea-
son with salt and lots of pepper. Toss to combine.

3. Clean and oil grate, then immediately place 
salmon on grill skin side down. Cover grill and 

cook, skin side down the entire time, until skin is 
lightly charred and fish is opaque, 6–8 minutes. 
Transfer salmon to a plate and let cool slightly.

4. Divide salmon among plates. Top with basil. 
Spoon lemon-sesame sauce over.


