
Volume XLVIII • Number 41

Established in 1970

Committed to Cultural Diversity

photo by beverly Corbell/the portland observer

Portland State University alumna and graduate student Olivia Pace addresses the PSU Board of Trustees Thursday to strongly 
criticize the university’s decision to continue arming campus police with guns. The decision, part of a new campus safety plan, 
follows the first ever PSU officer-involved shooting that killed a black man breaking up a fight outside a bar near campus last year.
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Tears flow as Michelle Washington, widow of Jason Washington, the black father killed by Portland State University campus 
police while responding to a fight outside a bar near campus last year, tells the PSU Board of Trustees how painful it is for her 
and her daughters to go through life without him.
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Campus Police to Keep Guns
PSU outlines 
decision; students 
call for boycott
by beverly Corbell

the portland observer

The decision over whether Portland 
State University campus police can contin-
ue to carry firearms has been put to rest, 
and the answer is, yes, they can. 

Following a contentious PSU Board of 
Trustees meeting Thursday and a contro-
versial 2014 decision to arm campus po-
lice in the first place, Stephen Percy, PSU’s 
interim president, issued an 18-page report 
outlining details for keeping students safe 
on campus that calls for more training, 
more types of responses to emergency or 
critical situations, and the ability of cam-
pus police to keep their firepower.

The decision was based in part on a 
210-page report by Margolis Healy and 
Associates that was issued in February and 
one that makes 115 recommendations re-
lated “to campus safety policies, practices, 
training, recruitment, hiring, facilities and 
technology.”

Percy’s report, “A Holistic Plan for 
Campus Public Safety at Portland State 
University,” was in response to the first-ev-
er PSU campus police shooting on June 29, 

2018 when Jason Washington, a black fa-
ther, postal worker and U.S. veteran, was 
shot to death by campus police when he 

tried to break up a fight outside a bar near 
campus while armed with a legal gun. PSU 
decided to arm its public safety force in 

2014 in a decision that was loudly opposed 
by students and faculty at the time.

The tragic death of Mr. Washing-
ton shook the PSU campus to its core. It 
prompted the University to reexamine 
campus safety systems.” The report can be 
viewed at pdx.edu/president.

James Dewey and Shawn McKenzie, the 
two officers involved in the shooting, have 
left the campus security force. Michelle 
Washington, Jason Washington’s widow, 
notified the university of a pending lawsuit 
against the university in June on behalf of 
herself and her three daughters.

Michelle Washington spoke tearfully at 
the Board of Trustees meeting before Per-
cy released the new report in a room filled 
with student protesters holding signs and 
visibly uncomfortable board members.

Washington described how difficult life 
has been since her husband’s death.

“I honestly don’t know how to go on 
without him and I’ve worked so hard to 
try and make people understand what it’s 

Continued on page 5

U of Portland 
Student Still 
Missing 
Searches come 
up empty for 
Owen Klinger, 18
See Local News, page 3

Next stop 
Tokyo 

Olympics
Simone Biles 

smashes records 
in world 

championships
See story, page 2
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The Week in Review
Vape Stores Closing with Ban
Several Portland-area vape stores said they plan to 
close because of a six month ban on vaping products 
that started Tuesday after an executive order from 
Gov. Kate Brown. It comes after 26 people have 
died from lung illnesses linked to vaping, including 
two in Oregon.

Activist Run Down, Killed
Sean Kealiher, 23, a Port-
land anti-fascist activist was 
struck by a vehicle near 
Northeast Ninth and Everett 
just after mindnight Saturday 
and died from his injuries in 
what one witness said  looked 
like a road rage incident. The 
driver of the SUV left the 
scene and fled, authorities 
said. Police said they found the SUV riddled with 
bullet holes when they arrived.

Black News Channel Coming
Monday, the Black News Channel and the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association which represents 
black publishers, announced the launch this fall for 
the nation’s first 24-hour, 7-days a week all-news TV 
channel that will focus on African American news.

Governor Recall Fails
Backers of the Oregon Republican Party’s drive 

to recall Gov. Kate Brown conceded Monday 
that they did not manage to gather the necessary 
280,050 valid voter signatures to put the recall 
on the ballot. Brown was reelected governor last 
November by beating her nearest finisher, Repub-
lican Knute Buehler by more than 119,000 votes.

Mayor Seeks Re-election
Ted Wheeler announced 
that he will run for re-elec-
tion as the mayor of Port-
land Monday evening. 
Wheeler, 57, kicked off his 
re-election campaign with 
Commissioner Nick Fish, 
State Rep. Janelle Bynum 
and other civic and busi-
ness leaders.

Gift to Morehouse College
Oprah Winfrey announced last week that she’s 
donating $13 million to continue her scholarship 
program at Morehouse College in Atlanta, mak-
ing her gifts to the historically black, all-men’s 
school the largest endowment in its history.

Suit Calls Shooting Reckless
The family of a white man killed by police last 
July in southeast Portland filed a lawsuit against 
the city Monday, claiming the officer was unrea-
sonable and reckless. Police said Lane Martin was 
caught trying to break into a car and was carrying 
an ax or hatchet before he was shot. The family 
says Martin was having a mental health crisis and 
was trying to run away.

Next stop Tokyo for Simone Biles
Simone Biles won five of the six gold 
medals in the world championships 
concluded Sunday and the American 
broke the all-time record of 25 
medals by any gymnast, male or 
female. “She’s just above anything 
else that we have seen in the sport,” 
five-time Olympic gold medalist Nadia 
Comaneci said. International Olympic 
Committee President Thomas Bach 
said Biles’ star status would make 
gymnastics a must-see event at the 
Tokyo Olympics in 2020.

Atatiana Jefferson

Officer Charged with Murder
Another outrage 
when woman 
shot inside home

(AP) -- A white former Fort 
Worth, Texas police officer 
charged with murder after shoot-
ing a black woman through a 
window of her home has been 
released on bond, and the depart-
ment told a grieving community 
that investigators would ensure 
“no stone is left unturned” in the 
search for answers.

Jail records show Aaron Dean, 
34, was out of custody after 
posting bond Monday night, less 
than four hours after his arrest in 
a shooting that began with a call 
about an open front door.  Earlier 
in the day he resigned from the 
force, and the police chief said 
he would have been fired if he 

hadn’t.
Police bodycam video 

showed Dean approaching the 
door of the home where Atati-
ana Jefferson, 28, was caring 
for her 8-year-old nephew ear-
ly Saturday. He then walked 
around the side of the house, 
pushed through a gate into the 
fenced-off backyard and fired 
through the glass a split-second 

after shouting at Jefferson to 
show her hands.

Dean was not heard identi-
fying himself as police on the 
video, and Interim Police Chief 
Ed Kraus said there was no sign 
Dean or the other officer who 
responded even knocked on the 
front door.

“Nobody looked at this video 
and said that there’s any doubt 
that this officer acted inappropri-
ately,” Kraus said.

Jefferson was a 2014 gradu-
ate of Xavier University in New 
Orleans and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in biology.

Sgt. Chris Daniels read a state-
ment Monday night after Dean’s 
arrest in which he pledged that 
the department’s major case and 
internal affairs units were work-
ing “around the clock” for jus-

Continued on page 4
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Two images show missing University of Portland student Owen Klinger who hasn’t been seen in more 
than a week.

University of Portland student still missing
Searches for 
Owen Klinger 
come up empty

It’s been more than a week since 
anyone last saw University of 
Portland freshman Owen Klinger, 
18, despite massive search efforts 
by hundreds of volunteers.

The school in north Portland 
conducted searches with fami-
ly and friends immediately after 
news of his disappearance, and 
later held a special service and 
candlelight vigil for Klinger. This 
past weekend, teams of students 
and neighbors fanned out looking 

for any sign of him at four near-
by parks, but there have been no 
clues since he disappeared after 
leaving his dorm in Christie Hall 
at 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 6.

According to KPTV, Klinger 
told his roommates he was head-
ing to lacrosse practice, but didn’t 
take his gear and never showed 
up for practice. A video showed 
Klinger withdrawing money from 
a campus ATM, after which his 
phone went dead. He was also seen 
briefly on a Trimet video showing 
him walking on North Portsmouth 
Street, heading toward Lombard 
Street, Klinger’s father, Dustin 
Klinger, told the television station.

When he was last seen, Klinger 

was wearing a light-blue hooded 
sweatshirt, jeans and a drawstring 
backpack. He is 6’1”, 165 pounds. 
Anyone with information on his 
whereabouts is asked to call Port-
land Police Bureau at 503-823-
3333 or University of Portland 
campus police at 503-943-7161.

Klinger was doing well in 
school and had no apparent prob-
lems, either mentally or emotion-
ally, his mother, Mary Klinger was 
quoted as saying.

“That makes us even more con-
cerned, if there’s something we 
didn’t know about him and that he 
doesn’t want us to know, it doesn’t 
matter, we just love him and want 
him back,” she said.

Jermaine Massey

Hotel Suit Widens Claims
Guest kicked 
out says chain 
tolerates 
discrimination

A hotel guest whose lawyers 
say he was ousted from the Dou-
bleTree hotel at Lloyd Center for 
“calling his mother while black” 
from his cellphone in the hotel 
lobby is seeking $10 million in a 
lawsuit.

The lawsuit filed last week 
in Multnomah County Circuit 
Court by Jermaine Massey claims 
there’s a systemic problem of rac-
ism within the Hilton hotel chain, 
which owns 17 brands including 
the DoubleTree, Hampton Inn, 
Embassy Suites, Waldorf-Astoria 
and over 5,800 properties world-
wide. The lawsuit says the chain 
has failed to institute adequate 
policies and training that would 
prevent racial profiling.

Massey, a 35-year-old from the 

Seattle area, was staying at the 
DoubleTree in Portland’s Lloyd 
District Dec. 22 when he said a 
security guard asked him if he was 
a guest and to state his room num-
ber.

Massey used his cellphone to 
capture what happened next in 
video that was posted to the Inter-
net, racking up millions of views.

After Massey said he was a 
guest, the guard told Massey he 
was “loitering” and the police 
were on the way to escort him off 
the property. He was eventually 
accompanied to his room so he 
could pack his belongings and he 
was forced at about midnight to 
find another hotel, according to 
the lawsuit.

“Mr. Massey hopes to learn 
what policies of Hilton have led 
to these events, what Hilton has 
done in response to such events, 
and will ask the jury to punish Hil-
ton as an example to other hotels 
who may be tempted to encourage 
or tolerate discrimination at their 
places of business,” said Portland 

attorney Jason Kafoury.
In a series of statements in the 

week following Massey’s ouster, 
the hotel “sincerely apologized,” 
announced it had placed the guard 
and the manager on leave and then 
later said they were fired.

Hilton said in a Wednesday 
statement that it accelerated 
scheduled training for all franchise 
properties globally and worked 
with the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Portland, an independently owned 
and operated property, to ensure 
their employees have completed 

Continued on page 4
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Funerals ~ Memorial Services ~ Cremation ~ Preplanning
“Dedicated to providing 

excellent service and 
superior care of your 

loved one”
Funeral Home staff 
available 24 hours

503-249-1788

Terry Family Funeral Home
2337 N Williams Ave, Portland, Or 97227

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

Housing Wait List Opens
The housing authority Home 

Forward has some good news for 
low income residents: It is open-
ing its waiting list in 15 subsidized 
apartment buildings for apart-
ments that range from studios to 
3-bedroom. 

Go to homeforward.org to ac-
cess the list, but act fast. The list 
is only open from Oct. 24 through 
Oct. 28. Some of the apartments 
are age restricted, but all the ap-

plications will be placed in order. 
Applicants can apply for all wait-
ing lists they qualify for, regard-
less if they have applied during 
previous openings.

Computers for filling out ap-
plications electronically are avail-
able at the main Home Forward 
office at 135 S.W. Ash St. from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 24, 25 and 
28. For phone assistance, call 503-
280-3790.

tice in the case.
“To the citizens and residents 

of our city: We feel and under-
stand your anger and disappoint-
ment and we stand by you as 
we work together to make Fort 
Worth a better place for all of 
us,” Daniels said.

Continued from page 2

Officer Charged with Murder
Earlier in the day, Jefferson’s 

family had demanded that Dean, 
a member of the force for 1½ 
years, be fired and arrested.

“Why this man is not in hand-
cuffs is a source of continued 
agitation for this family and for 
this community,” family attor-
ney Lee Merritt said, hours be-
fore Dean was booked into jail.

Continued from page 3

Hotel Suit Widens Claims
tion and feelings of racial stigma-
tization. The suit also gives notice 
that Massey intends to sue for an 
additional $7 million in punitive 
damages.

In addition to the local Dou-
bleTree and the Hilton corpora-
tion, the suit also lists the security 
guard and manager as defendants.

--Associated Press

the diversity and unconscious bias 
training.

“Hilton has zero tolerance for 
racism and is committed to pro-
viding a welcoming environment 
for all guests,” the statement said.

Massey’s lawsuit seeks $3 mil-
lion for his frustration, humilia-
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Portland State University Interim 
President Stephen Percy holds a 
brief news conference Thursday 
to answer questions on the 
school’s new safety plan.

like to go through this,” she said. 
“I know the decision’s been made, 
and there’s nothing we can do, 
but I pray that one day you guys 
change your mind, hopefully 
sooner than later so this doesn’t 
happen to anyone else.”

Olivia Pace, a PSU graduate 
who said she’s been calling for 
campus police to be disarmed 
for more than five years, told the 
board she was “disgusted” by the 
decision.

“I still have to be here,” Pace 
said. She called the interim presi-
dent’s action to allow campus cops 
to continue to carry guns “unpop-
ular, undemocratic and racist.”

Pace said she did not condone 
Percy’s safety plan and said arm-
ing campus police will only lead 
to more tragedy.

“Jason Washington was just 
a black man trying to break up 
a fight involving a firearm. He 
was not a threat, he wasn’t doing 
anything wrong, and he was still 
killed by the police,” she said. 
“The right we have to live and 
breathe is extinguished with your 

Campus Police 
to Keep Guns

decision. The decision to arm se-
curity will be paid in black lives.”

Pace then called for a boycott 
of the university.

“This decision is a declaration 
of war,” she said. “You have de-
clared war on your students and 
from this moment on we will use 
every fiber of our being to letting 
the world know: Do not come 
here.”

As the meeting broke up, angry 
students yelled, “Shame! Shame! 
This is a board of hypocrites! No 
justice, no peace! Blood on your 
hands! Boycott PSU!”

Members of the media then 
went to a small room where Per-
cy answered questions about the 
decision to allow guns on campus. 
The first question concerned calls 
for a boycott.

“I’m very worried about that,” 
Percy said. “I’m very sorry about 
the death of Jason Washington 
and what we’re trying to do a lot 
here is create an inclusive campus 
that respects diversity. We think in 
this day and age that policing in a 
large urban campus is very com-
plex and requires a lot of different 
approaches.”

The plan calls for more trans-
parency and strengthening of the 
University Public Safety Commit-
tee, continued use of firearms and 
body cameras by some officers, 
more training for officers, better 
building security (including elec-
tronic access pads), hiring four 
more unarmed officers, and better 
collaboration with mental health 
experts in responding to crisis sit-
uations.
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photo by paul fardig/Courtesy portland Center stage

The Sharks and Jets rumble in Stumptown Stages’ production of West Side Story, now playing through Oct. 27 at the Portland’5 Center for the Arts’ Winningstad Theater.

Warring 
Sides 

Rumble

Impactful ‘West Side 
Story’ on Portland Stage

From the first notes to the final breath, West Side 
Story is one of the most memorable musicals and 
greatest love stories of all time – a story of survival 
in a world of hate, violence and prejudice.

Sheakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is transport-
ed to modern-day New York City as two young, 
idealistic lovers find themselves caught between 
warring street gangs, the “American” Jets and the 
Puerto Rican Sharks.

Portland’s Stumptown Stages brings this power-
ful, poignant and still timely musical to the Port-
land-5 Center for the Arts’ Winningstad Theater 
with performances now showing through Oct. 27.

“(The musical’s) themes resonate as soundly to-
day as when first written. More than ever we need 
engagement that recognizes the importance of 
‘one hand, one heart,’ leading the way to positive 
change,” said Kirk Mouser, Stumptown Stages’ 
producing artistic director.

For tickets and more information, call 1-800-
273-1530 or visit the box office at 1111 S.W. 
Broadway Ave.
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Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
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A  full service flower experience
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• Funerals • Weddings
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Award-winning 
journalist and 
best-selling 
author Ta-Nehisi 
Coates and his new book ‘The Water Dancer.’

Seats filled for Author’s Talk
It will be a big night when 

award-winning journalist and 
best-selling author Ta-Nehisi 
Coates comes to Portland for a 
Monday, Oct. 21 conversation at 
the Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall 
with best-selling author and Port-
land native Renee Watson. The 
Literary Arts-sponsored event is 
sold out.

Coates is celebrating his latest 
book, The Water Dancer, a bold-
ly imagined work of magic and 
adventure that offers a bracing-
ly original vision of the world of 
slavery.

Coates is a distinguished writer 
in residents at New York Univer-
sity’s Arthur L. Carter Journalism 
Institute. He is the author of the 
best-selling books The Beautiful 
Struggle, We Were Eight Years in 
Power and Between the World and 
Me, which won the National Book 
Award in 2015. He is also the cur-
rent author of the Marvel comics 
The Black Panther and Captain 
America. 
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Portland’s African American PassinArt theater group assembled for a previous year’s production 
of Black Nativity. Community members interested in participating in this year’s production are 
encouraged to contact the organization or attend volunteer training sessions on Oct. 19 and 26.

‘Black Nativity’ Call Out
Theater group 
needs volunteers 

A new production of the 
Langston Hughes play “Black Na-
tivity” will be staged by Passinart: 
A Theater Company but needs a 
few good volunteers to help out.

The play is a retelling of the 
classic Nativity story, but with 
an entirely black cast. Tradition-
al Christmas carols are song in 
gospel style and the play will be 

staged Nov. 29 – Dec. 15 at Bethel 
AME Church, 5828 N.E. Eighth 
Ave.

But for the show to go on, the 
theater looks to build on its tem of 
voices, while also getting volun-
teer help with ushers, greeters and 
other box office and support help, 
said Connie Carley, the theater’s 
managing director.

Volunteer training sessions are 
scheduled from 12:30 p.m. to 2 
p.m. on both Saturday, Oct. 19 and 
Saturday, Oct. 26 at the St. Ste-

phen Missionary Church Annex 
Building, 3605 N.E. Mallory Ave.

Help is also needed beyond 
this production, Carley said. Peo-
ple can get involved in one of the 
committees that keep the all-vol-
unteer group going, such as spe-
cial events and artist committees 
as well as representing the the-
ater at different “talking events” 
throughout the area.

“Mainly, we just want people to 
have fun,” Carley said. For Black 
Nativity tickets and more details, 
and to learn how to volunteer, visit 
the website passinart.org.

Alana Chenevert, better known by her stage name ‘The Last Artful, 
Dodgr,’ is an American hip hop recording artist from Portland.

Rising Rapper Fronts Concert
Portland’s burgeoning hip-hop 

scene will converge at the Rose-
land Theater on Saturday, Oct. 19 
for a concert giving a spotlight to 
a city rapper who has begun to 
make a name for herself and gar-
ner national attention.

Hometown hero Alana Chen-
evert, better known by her stage 
name “The Last Artful, Dodgr,” 
is celebrating her rising profile as 
a rapper and songwriter by front-
ing the Red Bull Presents show 
hosted by Portugal the Man, cele-
brating the city and the LGTBQ+ 
community and its allies who 
continually champion her. 

After years of developing her 
sound through collaborative proj-
ects with prominent members of 
the Portland music community 
or with national acts like Ander-
son .Paak, Dodgr is now ready 
for her time in the limelight. 
The Falcons, Blimes & Gab and 
MAARQUII will round out the 
show.
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Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. Submit to 
news@portlandobserver.com.

Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

MCS Still in 
Business

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area  
and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 

Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning
Regular Area Rugs

$25.00 Minimum
Wool Oriental Rugs

$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

Embrace Was Touching but Also Frustrating
We can’t hug 
away injustice
by traCey l. rogers

We caught a glimpse 
of humanity recently 
when Amber Guyger, a 
former Dallas police of-
ficer convicted of mur-
dering Botham Jean, 
was embraced with com-
passion by the victim’s 
brother.

Guyger shot Jean in his own 
apartment while he was sitting 
on his couch eating ice cream. 
Though Guyger lived on an entire-
ly different floor, she thought she 
was entering her own home after a 
long shift.

Guyger’s defense was that she 
felt “scared she would be killed” 
upon seeing Jean’s silhouette. In-
stead of calling for backup, Guy-
ger drew her weapon and fired. 
She didn’t even attempt to resus-
citate Jean after killing him.

Yet at her sentencing hearing, 
Botham’s brother Brandt Jean of-
fered Guyger his forgiveness, say-
ing he felt no need to see her im-
prisoned. He even asked the judge 
if he could give Guyger a hug, and 
images of their embrace quickly 
spread.

It was a touching image —and, 
for many members of the black 
community, a frustrating one. For 
many of us, it feels like we’re con-
stantly being expected to show 

compassion for the perpetrators of 
violence towards us.

Republican Senator Ted Cruz 
almost said as much directly, when 

he patronizingly praised 
the Jean family’s actions 
as a “demonstration of 
Christian love” — as 
though they were meet-
ing a divine obligation to 
embrace Botham’s killer.

The shock of what 
happened in that court-
room overshadows the 

long odds that Guyger was go-
ing to be convicted at all. CNN’s 
headline on the verdict said it all: 
“Prosecutors Won a Rare Murder 
Conviction in a Police-Involved 
Shooting.”

It was rare, indeed. Wheth-
er you’re Philando Castile at a 
routine traffic stop, Tamir Rice 
playing with a toy gun, or one of 
the countless victims of lynching 
during the era of Jim Crow, justice 
for black lives is hard-won when 

police are involved.
Many of us felt a terrible anx-

iety that, like the perpetrators in 
those cases, Guyger would get 
off scot-free. And for a convicted 
murderer, Jean’s killer nearly did. 
Guyger, who was off duty at the 
time of Jean’s death, received a 
lenient 10-year sentence, with el-
igibility for parole after five.

I don’t think this sentence fits 
the crime. But when black lives 
don’t matter, what can one expect?

From the beginning, America’s 

“law and order” meant the surveil-
lance of non-white minorities.

Policing itself in the United 
States can be traced back to the 
1700s, when “slave patrols” were 
instituted to monitor and enforce 
discipline on enslaved Africans. 
Made up of armed white men, 
these patrols evolved into state 
militias and, eventually, mod-
ern-day police forces.

That’s why the justice system 
continues to be unjust for people 

of color — it was designed that 
way.

It’s why many black Americans 
increasingly feel that black grace 
isn’t something to be celebrated.

And it’s why, after black pa-
rishioners of the Emanuel AME 
Church in Charleston publicly for-
gave the neo-Nazi who massacred 
nine of their members, some of 
us worried that our “forgiveness” 
perpetuated a “slave mentality” 
that absolved our oppressors.

Having been on the receiving 
end of centuries of white terror 
and racism, we know all too well 
the costs of not receiving grace or 
humanity in return.

Despite the Jean family’s for-
giveness, reports emerged that 
Joshua Brown — a key witness 
in the case against Guyger — had 
been murdered just 10 days after 
his testimony. Was it retribution? 
How can we not wonder?

“Our lives must move on,” 
Botham Jean’s mother said af-
ter the trial, “but our lives must 
move on with change.” She called 
out the Dallas police department, 
shaming it for its racist biases and 
corrupt handling of the case. 

For the Jeans, change not only 
looks like hugs and forgiveness. 
Change also looks like ensuring 
black lives matter in a court of 
law. 

Tracey L. Rogers is an en-
trepreneur and activist living in 
Northern Virginia. Distributed by 
OtherWords.org.

Having been on the 
receiving end of centuries of 
white terror and racism, we 
know all too well the costs 
of not receiving grace or 
humanity in return.
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LONGSHORE OPPORTUNITY: PORT OF VANCOUVER, WA
To be considered for potential processing toward status as an 
“Unidentified Casual” longshore worker in the Port of Vancouver, 
WA, all public applicants must complete the Online Application at 
http://vancouver.casualdrawingapp.net/public. The Online Applica-
tion requires that each applicant provide the applicant’s first and 
last names, (middle name is not required but recommended if 
there is one), mailing address, telephone number with Area Code, 
month of birth, numerical day of birth and a valid email address. 
Incomplete applications will not be accepted. Phone calls regard-
ing the process will not be accepted and any in-person or written 
applications submitted through the U.S. Postal Service will not be 
accepted. Applications can be submitted online beginning 8:00 a.m., 
PDT, on October 15, 2019 through 11:59 p.m., PDT, October 22, 2019. 
Applicants will be sent an email confirming submission of their 
application.
On or about October 30, 2019, a drawing will be held from a combi-
nation of timely received public applications and “Interest Card” 
applications. If the number of timely public applications received 
exceeds that of the timely Interest Card applications received, a 
preliminary drawing will be held just among the public applica-
tions to collect a number equal to the amount of Interest Card 
applications. To be eligible for consideration, public applications must 
be submitted no later than 11:59 p.m., PDT, October 22, 2019.  A se-
quenced list of those selected for processing will be posted for 
30 days at PMANET.ORG.  Applicants must be at least 18 years 
of age, have a valid driver’s license with photograph, have no 
disqualifying convictions, have sufficient knowledge of English to 
speak and understand written and verbal safety warnings in En-
glish, and be eligible to work in the U.S. Those selected for pro-
cessing will be advised of additional requirements. Only one ap-
plication per person. Anyone attempting to submit more than one 
application (of any type) will be disqualified. Those submitting an 
Interest Card application may not submit a public application as 
described here. Duplication, sale or trade for value of an Interest 
Card or Interest Card code is strictly prohibited.  Violation of this 
rule will result in disqualification of the applicant as well as disci-
pline and punishment of the seller or trader, up to and including 
possible deregistration or termination of longshore employment 
and dispatch privileges. There is no fee or charge for applying. 
No money should be paid to any person or organization related 
to this recruitment program. Casual longshore workers are not el-
igible to receive benefits provided under the collective bargaining 
agreement only to registered workers (for example, health insur-
ance, pensions, holiday pay, vacation pay). There is no guarantee 
of casual processing, employment, continued employment, or ad-
vancement; casual work is sporadic and never guaranteed, but 
casuals must nonetheless work sufficient available hours to retain 
longshore dispatch privileges.
A TWIC (Transportation Worker Identification Credential) is re-
quired by the Department of Homeland Security to enter all marine 
facilities. Applicants are urged to promptly familiarize themselves 
with TWIC application requirements: www.tsa.gov and 1-866-347-
8371 are resources (not PMA, ILWU, or the Joint Port Labor Rela-
tions Committee/JPLRC). 
Submitting an application does not guarantee processing or em-
ployment in the longshore industry. The procedures by which long-
shore processing and employment may be offered can be changed 
at any time and without notice at the discretion of the joint parties 
to the governing collective bargaining agreement. 
Applicants are responsible for keeping the JPLRC advised of their 
current contact information. All contact information updates must 
be made in writing. Please send all contact information updates 
to: Vancouver JPLRC – Casual Processing, 101 SW Main Street, 
Suite 330, Portland, OR 97204. Any disputes or claims about any 
aspect of this casual process are subject to the collective bargain-
ing agreement and its grievance procedures, must be in writing 
and must be received by the JPLRC (Vancouver JPLRC – Casual 
Processing Grievance, 101 SW Main Street, Suite 330, Portland, 
OR 97204) within ten (10) days of the source of the complaint.  No 
extensions. JPLRC decisions on grievances are final and binding. 
PMA member companies are equal opportunity employers.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT

OpiniOn
METRO – Portland Expo Center

Parking Access Revenue Control System (PARCS)
RFP 3721

Bid Date: October 31, 2019 at 2:00 PM Pacific Time
Metro, a metropolitan service district organized under the laws 
of the State of Oregon and the Metro Charter, located at 600 NE 
Grand Avenue, Portland, OR 97232-2736, is requesting proposals 
for Parking Access Revenue Control System for the Portland Expo 
Center.
Sealed proposals are due no later than 2:00 PM Pacific Time, 
October 31, 2019, in Metro’s business offices at 600 NE Grand 
Avenue, Portland, OR 97232-2736, Attention: Jon Deveaux, 
Procurement Analyst, RFP 3721.
The purpose of this RFP is to seek proposals from qualified firms 
to provide a Parking Access Revenue Control System and related 
services for the Portland Expo Center.
Proposals can be viewed and downloaded from the Oregon 
Procurement Information Network (ORPIN), at http://orpin.
oregon.gov/open.dll/.
Metro may accept or reject any or all bids, in whole or in part, or 
waive irregularities not affecting substantial rights if such action 
is deemed in the public interest.
Metro extends equal opportunity to all persons and specifically 
encourages minority, women-owned and emerging small 
businesses to access and participate in this and all Metro projects, 
programs and services.
Metro and its contractors will not discriminate against any 
person(s), employee or applicant for employment based on 
race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, religion, 
disability, political affiliation or marital status. Metro fully complies 
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and 
regulations in all programs and activities. For more information, or 
to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, see www.oregonmetro.gov.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
Portland Expo Center and 
Portland’5 Centers for the Arts 
and provides services that 
cross city limits and county 
lines including land use and 
transportation planning, parks 
and nature programs, and 
garbage and recycling systems.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
current openings and a link to 
our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Subsidized Housing  
Waiting List Opening 

Studios, 1, 2, and 3 bedrooms
Thursday, October 24, 2019 through 

Monday, October 28, 2019
Home Forward is excited to 
announce that lists for studio, 
one-, two-, and three-bedroom 
apartments at fourteen 
subsidized communities will be 
open from October 24 – October 
28, 2019. Applicants must meet 
income and eligibility guidelines.
Call 503-280-3760 option 3 
(TTY: 503-802-8554) or visit our 
website for more information. 
Applications will be accepted 
online from any internet capable 
device at www.homeforward.org 
beginning October 24 at 9:00 am.
You can apply at: 135 SW Ash St. 
Portland, OR 97204 from 9:00 
AM – 4:00 PM Thursday, October 
24, Friday, October 25, and 
October 28, 2019. Assistance 
will not be available Saturday or 
Sunday, October 26 & 27, 2019.

Multnomah County Health Department
Finance Specialist Senior

Salary: $34.87 - $42.86 hourly
FFD: 10/22/19

Business Operations is responsible for supporting the Health 
Department mission and goals by providing high quality financial, 
contracting, budgeting, and medical billing services to our diverse 
customers. As the Finance Specialist Senior you will: Operate 
under general direction collecting, analyzing, and reporting on 
complex financial information, provided by internal and external 
partners; Ensure all financial information provided complies with 
Health Department, County, state and/or Federal requirements; 
Provide support and technical assistance to other Business Services 
functions including accounts receivable, accounts payable, grants 
management, and responding to audits. EOE.  For more info and to 
apply go to www.multcojobs.org.
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971-276-8674

Cut, trim, edge,  
power washing, 

hauling, leaf removal, 
cleanup, anything!
FREE ESTIMATES

FAIR PRICING

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING
971-570-8214

Theotis Cason
503-287-0855

5015 NE MLK Blvd.
Portland, OR 97211
Catering Available

Advertise with diversity in 

The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Obituaries

Early Trauma Impacted Woman’s Life

Remembering Cheryl D. James
Cheryl Dawn James, born May 29, 1953 in Port-

land, was a strong-willed, beautiful woman, lovingly 
nicknamed “Sir” by her younger brothers and sis-
ters because of her orderly and exacting ways. As a 
young, black girl coming of age in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, she was well aware of the injustices both 
she and her family faced in the predominately white 
city. She did not actively engage in the civil rights or 
anti-war movements that were overtaking the news at 
the time, but read the bible and loved the Lord to keep 
her pulse on changes happening in society. As one of 
the elder children in her family, she helped keep the 
household running smoothly, assisting her beloved 
mother Mary Lee with her younger brothers and sis-
ters and chores.

She was a good student at Jefferson High School, 
where she graduated with honors in 1971. Her grad-
uation, however, was not an ordinary one, and events 
from that time went on to define the course of her life.

After walking across the stage to receive her diplo-
ma, she was met by police officers with handcuffs. 
They were there to escort her to an adult prison where 
she would serve an 18 month sentence. Several months 
earlier, her older brother had gone AWOL from the 
Navy. On Jan. 4, 1971, four plain clothed federal offi-
cers entered the James home unannounced and without 
a warrant to arrest him. She was in the kitchen pre-
paring dinner, while many of the younger James chil-
dren were gathered in the living room. Upon seeing 

her 14-year old brother being choked by an unknown 
white man, unable to breathe and turning blue, she 
grabbed the rolling pin she was using to make biscuits. 
She rushed to her brother’s aid and struck the man on 
the head, releasing him from his grip. Solely an act of 
protection, this resulted in a federal assault conviction. 
During her incarceration, she was raped and impreg-
nated. Her case received media attention both locally 
and nationally and her sentence was eventually com-
muted with the help of her attorney, Nick Chaivoe and 
a defense committee comprised of concerned mem-
bers of the Portland community. But no investigation 
into her prison assault was ever made.

Stalwart and strong, Cheryl moved on with her 
life, working for the IRS as well as Emanuel Hospi-
tal. In the neighborhoods of north Portland and Van-
couver where she raised her family, she was respect-
ed by all for her strength and unflappability. For all 
of her bravery, however, the trauma she faced in her 
young life took its toll. The promise of a smart and 
confident girl was inextricably hurt by the stigma and 
prejudice of being a black woman in Portland and a 
convicted felon. She had wanted to become a lawyer, 
and to help those who faced similar obstacles, but the 
harsh realities of her life got in the way. Cheryl did 
the best she could, staying strong until the end. 

She deeply loved her sons Morrice, Daniel, Ka-
lam, and Felton Jr., as well as her large extended fam-
ily, including many nieces and nephews that fondly 
remember afternoons at Aunt Cheryl’s house and 
the video games she allowed them to play when she 
wasn’t playing them herself. The Temptations and 
Marvin Gaye were heavily featured in her vinyl col-
lection and she would never miss a chance to dance 
to “I Gotcha” by Joe Tex. Though she never married, 
Cheryl was adored by her lifelong partner Felton 
Thompson Sr., who worked as a driver for TriMet for 
over 25 years. When he suffered a debilitating stroke, 
Cheryl, though ill herself, became his primary care-
giver. Skilled as a nurse, she put aside her own med-
ical issues to care for those she loved. Cheryl was a 
survivor who bravely took on whatever life dished 
out until her very last breath. A GoFundMe site has 
been set up to assist her family with funeral expens-
es. (gofundme.com/f/cheryl-dawn-james-memori-
al-fund) For more information about Cheryl James’ 
story, an article will be published in the Spring 2020 
edition of the Oregon Historical Quarterly.

In Memory of 
My Beloved Wife
Earnestine Banks

Earnestine Banks was born Aug. 8, 1949 and died 
Oct. 6, 2019. She was the beloved wife of Rev. Wil-
lie Banks.

Viewing will 
take place on Fri-
day, Oct. 18 from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
Hughes Memorial 
Church, 118 N.E 
Failing St. A me-
morial service will 
be held Saturday, 
Oct. 19 at 11 a.m. 
at Solid Rock Church of God in Christ, 1705 N.E. 
Dekum St. 

For more information or sending flowers and 
cards, contact Zeller Funeral Home at 503 287-1155 
or visit Zeller.com
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Cannon’s, tasty food and friendly  
neighborhood atmosphere.

Cannon’s rib express
We have moved to:  

3625 NE MLK Jr Blvd, Portland OR

Call to Order: 503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Mon-Sat: 11am-7pm
Sunday: 11am- 6pm
Closed Tuesday

photo Courtesy oregon historiCal soCiety

The diversity of Vanport, a wartime housing project destroyed by floodwaters in 1948, is reflected in 
this historic photo of children in the community.

Vanport Survivors Share Memories
Former Vanport residents and 

survivors of the Memorial Day 
1948 flood that wiped out the ra-
cially diverse city will share mem-
ories of event and life in Vanport 
as part of an on-going oral history 
project and Portland State Univer-
sity’s annual “State of Mind Fes-
tival.”

You’re invited to bring your 

questions and curiosity to the 
gathering on Sunday, Oct.20 from 
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the PSU 
Smith Memorial Student Union, 
Room 327-328.

Facilitated by the Vanport Mo-
saic, there will be a screening of 
short documentaries featuring 
former Vanport residents, a col-
lection of community-produced 
short films that create a rich and 
elaborate “Mosaic” of the vibrant 
community that made up the city.

A discussion will follow with 

Edward Washington, a Vanport 
survivor and a current communi-
ty liaison with the PSU Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion, and with 
retired Portland Community Col-
lege professor James S. Harrison 
who is working on a book about 
the wartime housing project.

 A traveling pop-up exhibit 
“Vanport, a Story Lived. A Story 
Told” will also be displayed. The 
event is hosted by the PSU De-
partment of History and the Van-
port Mosaic.

The Clack County Historical Museum in Vancouver sponsors 
Haunted Walking Tours during October that explore the county’s 
haunted history through historical interpretations, personal stories 
and folktales.

Haunted Walking Tours
October is the month that the 

Clark County Historical Muse-
um offers up a bit of spookiness 
from the past. This is a chance to 
learn about the more unusual hap-
penings that make Clark County’s 
history so interesting.

You can reserve your spot to 
experience this spooky slant on 
history by joining one of the mu-

seum’s walking tours on a dark 
(but hopefully not stormy) night. 
Dress for the weather and be sure 
to bring your goosebumps and a 
flashlight to explore downtown 
Vancouver.

The event is for ages 13 and 
over. Reserve your spot now, as 
tours have already filed up. Visit 
cchmuseum.org.


