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Family & Back-to-School Expo
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There will be 

plenty to capture 
the attention of 

kids and adults at 
the CrossRoad-

sNews Family & 
Back-to-School 

Expo on Aug. 13 at the Mall at 
Stonecrest.

Neighbhor-hoods and residents all over DeKalb joined police and other officials to celebrate National Night Out . A5

Taking back the night
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New 3-D mammography 
technology promises to improve breast 

cancer detec-tion while reducing the number of false 
positives. A7
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Curbs Choking on Weeds

South DeKalb 
residents complain 

about trash, blight

Weeds obscure the curb or sprout on the sidewalk along Rainbow Drive. From Decatur to Lithonia 

and Stone Mountain, curbs of unincorporated South DeKalb are caked with weeds and debris. 

ARC leaves out I-20 rail project

Please see CURBS, page A6

Please see TRANSIT, page A6

By Jennifer French ParkerHow long have weed trees and knee-high 

grass been growing along the curbs of South 

DeKalb?
For years.On every street, in every neighborhood, 

years of pervasive neglect are sprouting trees 

and “mini lawns” alongside the curbs.

The neglect has residents up in arms and 

calling for better county codes and better 

enforcement of those codes.

From Decatur to Lithonia and Stone 

Mountain, curbs of unincorporated South 

DeKalb are caked with gook, trash, grass 

and sometimes even small trees. The un-

kempt curbs are in front of private homes 

and along the public rights of way. They are 

on major corridors such as Wesley Chapel 

Road, Turner Hill Road, Panola Road, Stone 

Mountain-Lithonia Road, Rainbow Drive 

and Glenwood Road.
Gil Turman, president of the South 

DeKalb Neighborhoods Coalition, said that 

as a county, we can do better.

“It’s mind-boggling that we can’t have 

decent surroundings,” he said. “That ought 

to be a part of what we pay taxes for.”

County ordinances don’t address clean-

ing up the curb after mowing or anytime 

county workers and many residents routinely 

leave grass clippings along the curbs to pile 

up and decay.The long-anticipated proposed amend-

ment to the County Code Enforcement 

Ordinance is on the Board of Commission-

ers’ Aug. 9 agenda. The amendment being 

considered includes the establishment of a 

seven-member Board of Code Compliance, 

composed of trained volunteer residents, to 

hear and decide cases alleging violations of 

the code and impose fines on violators.

But the proposed changes do not address 

curb maintenance and cleanup. Turman said 

they should be part of the ordinance. 

John Evans, a longtime DeKalb resident 

and president of the DeKalb NAACP, said 

part of the problem is a lack of civic pride 

and part of it is systemic lack of care.

He said the county isn’t going to get clean 

unless residents force the commissioners and 

the administration to do it. 

“We have to say we elected you, but we 

are going to put your butt out if you don’t 

do clean up the place.”
‘The buck has to stop’

Residents complain that inaction by the 

Board of Commissioners and CEO Burrell 

Ellis has added up to a county in full decay.

They say that while both sides are busy 

blaming the other, the county is suffering.

“The buck has to stop,” Turman said. 

“This CEO and this commission have not 

been able to stop nothing regarding the 

ugliness of the environment of our county. 

They have no respect for one another and 

things fall through the crack. None of them 

is doing anything.”
Carla Kalip, who lives just off Memorial 

Drive, said she is sick and tired of South 

DeKalb looking like a jungle.

“Columbia, Glenwood, Wesley Chapel, 

just everywhere, the curbs are overrun with 

kudzu and bushes,” she said. “Does DeKalb 

County not have any pride?”

County spokesman Burke Brennan said 

Thursday that Ellis was not in the office and 

was unavailable to speak about curb main-

tenance in South DeKalb.

Speaking for the administration, Ted 

Rhinehart, the chief operating officer for 

infrastructure, said the county mows its 

roadsides on a monthly to quarterly basis.

“This is basic mowing,” he said. “This is 

not precision mowing like on a golf course. 

We are knocking down the grass so it doesn’t 

become a roadway hazard.”

Rhinehart said county mowers don’t have 

bags to collect clippings and blowers. He said 

there are no plans to buy street sweepers.

“We have talked about street sweepers 

over the years, but even when funds were 

more available, we didn’t buy them because 

of the cost.“Street sweepers cost millions of dol-

lars.”  

By Mary Swint
South DeKalb’s hopes for an I-20 

rail system were dashed on Aug. 4 when 

two rail projects were passed over by the 

Atlanta Regional Roundtable’s Executive 

Committee. The committee reached consensus 

around seven other transit projects, 

worth $3 billion, which is about half of 

the revenue expected from a new regional 

sales tax.DeKalb County officials hoped 60 

percent of the funds would be assigned to 

transit projects and 40 percent to roadway, 

pedestrian and bike projects.

The Executive Committee decided to 

recommend $500 million for MARTA 

state of good repair projects. This is $200 

million less than MARTA was allotted on 

a preliminary July 7 project list and half of 

what MARTA was seeking. 

The other transit projects that got the 

nod were the Clifton Corridor transit line, 

part of the Atlanta Beltline, a Northwest 

Corridor light rail from the Arts Center 

station to the Cumberland Mall, and the 

study and planning phase for a light rail 

line along I-85 from the Doraville station 

to Gwinnett arena. The committee also 

recommended funding to restore Clayton 

County local bus service and to maintain 

the Georgia Regional Transportation 

Authority’s existing Xpress Bus service 

for 10 years. Next week the Executive Committee 

will focus on roadway and pedestrian 

projects to fund with the remaining $3.1 

billion. They will give their full recom-

mended list to the full Roundtable, which 

represents the cities and counties in the 

10-county region, on Aug. 11. 

The Clifton Corridor transit project 

would eventually connect the Doraville or 

North Springs station, Lindbergh station, 

Emory, DeKalb Medical and the Avondale 

station. It was recommended for $1.1 

billion on the July 7 list. It was not clear 

at press time which phases were recom-

mended or the funding level. 

If a majority of the voters in the region 

approve the new transportation sales tax 

at a July 31, 2012, referendum, it is ex-

pected to generate about $7.2 billion in 

revenues. The cities and counties would 

get 15 percent, about $1.1 billion, leaving 

$6.1 billion for regional projects that the 

full Roundtable will approve this October 

based on a process created by Georgia’s 

Transportation Investment Act. 

The Atlanta Regional Commission 

reduced the original list from the Georgia 

Department of Transportation to $12.2 Weekly Community Newspaper
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East Metro Atlanta’s Premier Community Newspaper

Key Readership Demographics
CrossRoadsNews serves a highly desirable market in a number of key 
consumer categories.

Total Income: $16,048,250,000

Annual Average Income: $71,939

Average Age: 43

Homeowners: 74%

Average Home Value: $189,594

Avg. Miles Driven Past Week: 300

Source: The Media Audit, Atlanta Market Surveys



CrossRoadsNews Mission Statement
It is the mission of CrossRoadsNews to provide our readers with accurate, unbiased information 

about their community that is pertinent to their daily lives, information that will empower them to 
be proactive in protecting and improving the quality of life they have worked so hard to achieve.

East Metro Atlanta’s Premier Community Newspaper

Source: The Media Audit, Atlanta Market Surveys • December 2007–January 2008

2346 Candler Road • Decatur, GA 30032  • www.crossroadsnews.com
404-284-1888 • Fax: 404-284-5007

Total Income: $16,048,250,000
Annual Average Income: $71,939
Average Age: 43
Homeowners: 74%
Average Home Value: $189,594

More than 100,000 
readers per week.

Key Readership Demographics

Male
40%

Female
60%

1.7%

19.3%

37.9%

24.5%

16.6%

41.1%

SOME HIGH SCHOOL OR LESS

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE

SOME COLLEGE

COLLEGE GRADUATE [ONE DEGREE]

ADVANCED COLLEGE DEGREE

SINGLE AND/OR ADVANCED DEGREE

4.7%

16.2%

32.2%

27.6%

14.3%

4.1%

0.8%

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65-74

75+

}

}

Baby Boomers  
41.9%

Generation Next  
20.9%

CrossRoadsNews superserves the Southeast 
Quadrant of metro Atlanta, including the 

largest black middle class in the United States.

For more reader stats, including shopping habits and spending plans, call 404-284-1888 or email advertising@crossroadsnews.com

11.0%

4.5%

10.7%

57.3%

16.5%

Other

Asian

Hispanic

Black

White

2.4%

2.4%

6.7%

21.7%

19.1%

23.9%

23.8%

UNDER $15,000

$15,000-$24,999

$25,000-$34,999

$35,000-$49,999

$50,000-$74,999

$75,000-$99,999

$100,000 OR MORE } 47.7% earn 
more than 
$75,000

The Median 
Income for  
the United 
States was 
$48,201 in 

2006.*
*Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
- Income, Poverty, and Health 

Insurance Coverage in the 
United States: 2006

Source: The Media Audit,  
Atlanta Market Surveys

PUBLISHED SATURDAYS

5%
15%

19%
23%

22%
28%

20%
14%

11%
4%

5%
1%

4%

18-24

24-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65-74

75 & older

29%

Readers

Market

Female
61%

Male
39%

3%

13%

25%

23%

36%

33%

26%

20%

10%

11%

Some high school or less

Graduated high school

Some college

Graduated college

Completed Post Graduate

6%
17%

31%
25%

23%
22%

25%
16%

14%
10%

5%
6%

Under $25,000

$25,001 - $49,999

$50,000 - $74,999

$75,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $149,999

Over $150,000The Median
Income for 
the United 
States was 
$50,046 in 

2010.*
*Source: U.S. Census 

Bureau, American 
Community Survey

More than 100,000
readers per week.

*Source: The Media Audit,
Atlanta Market Surveys
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Key Readership Demographics
Women comprise 61% of CrossRoadsNews readers. More than 36% of our 
readers have graduated from college.

Female
61%

Male
39%

3%

13%

25%

23%

36%

33%

26%

20%

10%

11%

Some high school or less

Graduated high school

Some college

Graduated college

Completed Post Graduate



  

BULK DELIVERY
30316  East Atlanta  3,160
30317  East Atlanta  205
30002 Avondale Estates 3,200
30021 Clarkston 500
30030 Decatur 800
30032 Decatur 2,675
30033 Decatur 135
30034 Decatur 3,655
30035 Decatur 685
30038 Lithonia 2,650
30058 Lithonia 2,100
30079 Scottdale 105
30083 Stone Mountain 940
30087 Stone Mountain 1,350
30088 Stone Mountain 400
30084 Tucker 350
Subscriptions, Tearsheets, etc. 80
Total  23,000

HOME DELIVERY
30032 Decatur 2,000
30034 Decatur 1,500
30038 Lithonia 1,500
Total  5,000



Dance & karate schools, cheerleaders, churches, tutors, 
YMCAs, and other summer activity providers offer options 
for parents seeking innovative and interesting programs 
for their children. Organizations offering services and 
resources to families are also invited.  

September 21, 2013
The spotlight turns to seniors and the Baby Boomer gener-
ation in CrossRoadsNews’ final expo for the year. Financial 
advisers, health-care providers, retirement communities 
and estate planners are among the vendors who can meet 
numerous potential clients during this excellent marketing 
opportunity.

Health, Wellness & Beauty Expo

Healthcare providers, insurance companies, fitness instruc-
tors, spas, haircare & natural product providers, and others 
bring messages of good health and help empower residents to 
live more active lives. Exhibitors also offer health screenings, 
fitness & product demos.

August 3, 2013

Family & 
Back to School Expo

Businesses and organizations serving families will 
showcase goods and services to help students have a 
successful school year. The expo highlights services 
from afterschool to private schools and options for adults 
looking to retool and sharpen their skills for new careers.

Seniors Expo

Dance & Summer Camp Expo
January 26, 2013

Limited Signature  
Sponsorship Opportunities

Only 50 exhibitor spaces  
available. Book yours today. 

  Call 404-284-1888  
for more information. CrossRoadsNews • 2346 Candler Road • Decatur, GA 30032 • 404-284-1888 • Fax: 404-284-5007 • expos@crossroadsnews.com

  at the Mall at Stonecrest

Educating and Empowering Our Community
      Community Expos  

March 23, 2013

Limited Signature  
Sponsorship Opportunities

Only 50 exhibitor spaces  
available. Book yours today. 

  Call 404-284-1888  
for more information. CrossRoadsNews • 2346 Candler Road • Decatur, GA 30032 • 404-284-1888 • Fax: 404-284-5007 • expos@crossroadsnews.com

April 23, 2011

Best of East Metro/ 
Small Business Expo

Each year, CrossRoadsNews readers nominate and vote 
for the small businesses, places and people who exem-
plify the best that East Metro  Atlanta has to offer. We 
celebrate the winners of the Best of East Metro Readers 
Choice Awards at this highly popular annual expo.

January 29, 2011 

Health & Wellness Expo

Health care providers, insurance companies, fitness in-
structors and others bring messages of good health to 
residents and help empower them to live healthier & more 
active  lives. Exhibitors also offer health screenings, fit-
ness demos and  workshops.

August 13, 2011

Back to School   
& Family Expo

The focus returns to the family in August as children 
and their parents prepare to for the annual rites of fall, 
going back to school. The expo highlights services 
such as afterschool care, school supplies and fashions, 
adoption services and private school options.

March 19, 2011

Dance & Summer Camp Expo

Dance schools, churches and other summer activity 
providers offer options for forward-thinking parents who 
innovative and interesting programs for their children. 
Organizations offering services and resources to 
families are also invited.  

  at the Mall at Stonecrest

 

Educating and Empowering Our Community

     Community Expos  

Educating & Empowering Our Community
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Online

Banner Ads   •   Mobile   •   Coupons   •   Deals   •   Business Directory

• 28,000 copies distributed weekly
• Zoning by ZIP code available (10,000 minimum)

Preprints



East Metro Atlanta’s Premier Community Newspaper

Winner of 8 Awards for Journalistic Excellence
in the Atlanta Association of Black Journalists’

30th Pioneer Black Journalists Awards Competition*

East Metro Atlanta’s Best Source for Local News 

2346 Candler Road • Decatur, GA 30034 • 404-284-1888 • www.crossroadsnews.com • www.facebook.com/crossroadsnews

•  Best Community / Public Affairs Reporting

•  Best Deadline Reporting

•  Best Non-Deadline Reporting

•  Best News Series

•  Best Hard Feature Story

•  Best Soft Feature (2) -- Tie

•  Best Photojournalism

* Print Category - Under 100,000 circulation



2008
Suburban Newspapers of America

Best Local Election Coverage (Vote ’08)
Best Public Service Community Event Promotion

2007
Suburban Newspapers of America

Great Ideas Award (CrossRoadsNews Expos)
Community Service Award

National Newspaper Publishers Association

2005
President’s Award for Outstanding Coverage

& Community Service
DeKalb NAACP

2004
Atlanta Association of Black Journalists

Pioneer Black Journalist Awards
• Series Reporting (for Coverage of Community’s

Effort to Close Live Oak Landfill)
• Editorial Writing (for Commentary on 
Atlanta’s Combined Sewer Overflows)

2003
Atlanta Association of Black Journalists

Pioneer Black Journalist Awards
• Community Affairs (for Special

Section on the Environment)

• Series Reporting (for Coverage of
Landfills in South DeKalb)

• Editing & Design Award

2002
Dedicated Service & Outstanding Leadership Award

The South DeKalb Business Association

2001
Community Award

American Business Women’s Association,
Rainbow International Chapter

Benjamin L. Hooks Award for Outstanding Service
DeKalb NAACP

Outstanding Support
The Women of Color Public Policy & Education Institute

Outstanding Achievement Award
Atlanta Business League

2000
Community Service Award

Friends of the Wesley Chapel Library

1998, 1997, 1996 
Outstanding Media Award

DeKalb Partners in Education

East Metro Atlanta’s Premier Community Newspaper

Award-winning, hyper-local community journalism
Through the years, CrossRoadsNews has garnered many awards for its community coverage. Here are a few:

2012 
Winner, MillerCoors Messenger Awards

“Cell Phone Towers Going to Schools”
Atlanta Association of Black Journalists

Eight (8) Awards for Journalistic Excellence 

2011 
Finalist, MillerCoors Messenger Awards
“Frolicking in the Polluted South River”

National Newspaper Publishers Association
Best Use of Photographs  

(Tabloid Division), 1st Place 
Community Service Award, 2nd Place 

Best Feature Story, 3rd Place
2008

Suburban Newspapers of America
Best Local Election Coverage (Vote ’08)

Best Public Service Community  
Event Promotion

2007
Suburban Newspapers of America

Great Ideas Award (CrossRoadsNews Expos)
National Newspaper Publishers Association

Community Service Award

2005
DeKalb NAACP

President’s Award for Community Service
2004

Atlanta Association of Black Journalists 
Pioneer Black Journalist Awards
Series Reporting (for Coverage of 

Community’s 
Effort to Close Live Oak Landfill)

Editorial Writing (for Commentary on 
Atlanta’s Combined Sewer Overflows)

2003
Atlanta Association of Black Journalists

Pioneer Black Journalist Awards
Community Affairs  
(for Special Section  
on the Environment) 

Series Reporting  
(for Coverage of Landfills  

in South DeKalb)
Editing & Design Award

2002
The South DeKalb Business 

Association
Dedicated Service & Outstanding 

Leadership Award
2001

ABWA, Rainbow International 
Chapter

Community Award
DeKalb NAACP

Benjamin L. Hooks Award for 
Outstanding Service

Atlanta Business League
Outstanding Achievement Award

2000
Friends of the Wesley Chapel 

Library
Community Service Award
1998, 1997, 1996 

DeKalb Partners in Education
Outstanding Media Award



Put CrossRoadsNews to work for you.

2346 Candler Road, Decatur, GA 30032
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