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Senate Committee Hears Johnson

Urge Passage of Anti-Lynching Law

At a meeting of a sub-committee. appeointed by tae
Committee on the Judiciary of the U. & Senate to hold a
hearing on the McKRinley-Dyer Anti-Lynching Rill, in the
National Capitol lact Tuesday, James Weldun Joiunson, See-
retary of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, presented arguments for the epactment of
the measure intn iaw,

Mr. Jolinson presented “Thirty
Years of l.mnching,” with srupple-
ments to date, the first and only
authoritative compilatton on the
%ubjm_t !n this country. published
Hy the N. A A, C. P, Mr. Johusou
cited a number of atrocities which
took_place in 1925, Including the
I¥nching of an  {nsans man in
Georgtia; the burning altve of two
men, and the Jvnching nf Lindsey
Coleman in MNississipp! {:nmediate-
Iy after a jury had acquiited him
of the charke of murder.

he McKinley-Dyer Anti-Lynch.
ing Bill s not a force bl sald
Mr. Johnson, ‘not nearly as mich
a0 as the prohibitlon enactments.
It is rather a Federal penal meas.
ure, which would nperato only
where States arg ubahle or un-
willing to nct.

“The nution surely cannot deem
{tseif powerless to protect it citi-
zeng within  {ts  own  bhorders.
Lynching {4 rot limiied 1o Ne-
groes. In fact, of 1he total of 2.
359 persons lynched since 1889 no
less than 722 were white.

Mr. Johnson pointed out that
rape had never boen first’ among
the crimes alleged ns  provoking
hmebings, ‘and that loas than one.
Atth ot the Ivnching victims had
even been accused of rape, in ad-
dition to the fact that 90 wonien
have heen lynched.

Declaring that the lonor and
safety of the United States were
4t stake, Mr. Johnsoo sald: “The
United States !s the only civilized
or uncivilized spot on earth where
a human bLeing may be burned
Aive with fmmunity. 1 think it
sound to say that I¥nching is not
slmpie murder. It {8 murder plas
~evolution and anarchr. It {s mur.
der plus the flouting and over-.
throw nnd trampling anderfoot of -
the prerogatives of the cnurts.” :

Mr. Johnson asserted that Sec-
Hon T of the 14:h Amendmen?. as-!
surlng  “cqual  protection  of tha|
'‘aws” to all citizens. was the basis
for the proposed law: It npve:n'u:
'hat this Amendmene was adopted !
[or the specific purpose of meet-l
Ing just such & contingency as this!
measure proposes 10 remedy. the]
ecaring to Negroes of the equal;
protection of the laws., And no,
>ne would contend for a mement |
‘hat the victlms of lrnch law re-
*elve equal protection of thel
laws."™ I
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