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Thousands of supporters join the Albina Ministerial Alliance’s Coalition for Justice and Police Reform on Saturday to march up Northeast Martin Luther King Boulevard 
from the MLK statute at the Oregon Convention Center to Maranatha Church, two miles north.

No Retreat on Civil Rights
Thousands join 
black ministers 
in call for action
by Christa McIntyre

The Portland Observer

An energized civil rights community in 
Portland is showing it will not stand down 
as it pushes for police reforms and faces 
a new federal government under President 
Donald Trump that threatens civil liberties 
of many communities.

Led by ministers in Portland’s black 
community, thousands of people joined 
the “Advancing Justice and Equality for 
All Through the Strength of Love” protest 
Saturday in northeast Portland, starting at 
the Martin Luther King Jr. statute at the 
Oregon Convention Center and proceeding 

two miles north to Maranatha Church on 
Northeast 12th Avenue .

The event, on the seventh anniversary of 
the death of Aaron Campbell, an unarmed 
African American man shot by Portland 
Police in 2010, was sponsored by the Al-
bina Ministerial Alliance Coalition for 
Justice and Police Reform, the Portland 
NAACP, Urban League of Portland, Cop-
watch and other groups.

The crowd began to swell as speakers 
fired up the audience with chants: “What 
do we want? Justice! When do we want 
it? Now!”  Handmade signs in a variety 
of colors with a multitude of causes filled 
the space like a sea of paper greeting cards 
printed in a justice factory.

Leaders from Portland’s civil rights 
community stood shoulder to shoulder to 
deliver a united message.  JoAnn Hardes-
ty, president of the Portland NAACP held 
a bullhorn to amplify voices; Maranatha 

Senior Pastor Dr. T. Allen Bethel endorsed 
the speeches from the side; Apostle E.D. 
Mondainé swayed the crowd with a gos-
pel song; and Dr. LeRoy Haynes, chair of 
the AMA justice group, drummed up the 
crowd with an appeal to move civil rights 
protections forward, not back.

Rev. Lynne Smouse Lopez from 
Ainsworth United Church of Christ echoed 
the sentiment of many to never retreat 
on equality and justice issues, “Like a 
tree planted by the water, we shall not be 
moved,” she said.

Grant High School student Dylan Palm-
er spoke about the history of the struggle 
for equality and how it must continue for-
ward. Other leaders included Pastor Mark 
Knutson of Augustana Lutheran, Pastor 
J.W. Matt Hennessee of Vancouver Ave-
nue First Baptist Church; and City Council 
Members Amanda Fritz and Chloe Eudaly.

Mothers and fathers carried babies, one 

who was six weeks old and had already at-
tended two marches. People in wheelchairs 
joined the protest. Several men held royal 
blue signs in honor of the National Organi-
zation of Women.

Margaret Jacobsen, lead organizer of 
the Portland Women’s March the weekend 
before, along with citizen journalist Cam-
eron Whitten flanked the marchers. When 
the crowd reached Planned Parenthood on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard a boom 
of cheers erupted in support of the health 
clinic. Three women in medical scrubs 
rushed out of the center and joined the 
massive crowd. 

Dr. Bethel, Dr. Haynes, E.D. Mondainé 
and Pastor Knutson led the group up the 
steps of Maranatha, where they were joined 
by Imam Mikal Shabazz and his wife, rep-
resenting Portland’s Muslim community.
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Today’s Little  
Scholars Childcare

Today’s little Scholars Childcare is dedicated to 
providing high quality childcare and educational 
activities for children ages 3 to 5.  We offer an age 
appropriate curriculum by licensed staff that was 
developed to prepare them for school and strengthen 
their skills.  Contact us today to schedule a tour of 
our safe environment that promotes learning in a child 
friendly atmosphere

ENROLLING NOW!  Call 1-800-385-8594

•	 Developmentally Age Appropriate Pre-school Curriculum
•	 Child Friendly Atmosphere 
•	 Competitive Rates 
•	 Open 7:00am To 6:30pm (5 days A Week)
•	 24 Hour Childcare Now Offered @ Our In Home Location

Http://www.todayslittlescholars.com
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Protests Follow Muslim 
Travel and Refugee Ban
Protests broke out this 
weekend at airports across 
the U.S., including Portland, 
after an executive order from 
President Donald Trump 
barred citizens from 7 Muslim-majority countries 
from entering the country for 90 days and banned 
all refugees indefinitely. Former President Barack 
Obama spoke up against the ban, saying it goes 
against our values.

Portland Police Reach Out for Calm
Portland police chief Mike Marshman, surrounded 
by representatives of Portland’s immigrant 
community, reached out to the public Monday to 
ease fears from President Trump’s crackdown on 
immigration. He said police in Oregon are barred by 
state law from enforcing federal immigration laws, 
and indicated that local police want to build trust 
with local immigrants.

Deadly Mosque Attack on Muslims
A French Canadian known for far-right, nationalist 
views was charged Monday with six counts of 
murder and five counts of attempted murder over 
the shooting rampage at a Quebec City mosque that 
Canada’s prime minister called an act of terrorism 
against Muslims.  Alexandre Bissonnette, 27, is 
accused of going on the attack during evening 
prayers on Sunday.

Relations Sour with Mexico
Mexican President Enrique 
Pena Nieto canceled a planned 
meeting with President Donald 
Trump last week, signaling a 
souring of relations between 
Washington and one of its most 

important international partner’s. The action was 
taken after Trump tweeted that the meeting should 
be scrapped if Mexico doesn’t agree to pay for a wall 
along the nearly 2,000-mile U.S-Mexico border.

Homeless Student Count Grows
Nearly 40,000 Washington students were homeless 
last school year, a 12 percent increase from the year 
before, according to report on Monday from The 
Seattle Times. The number of homeless students 
doubled in 21 school districts, and four percent 
of the state’s students experienced homelessness 
last year.

Boy Scouts Open Doors to Gender Identity
The Boy Scouts of America on Monday said it will 
begin accepting members based on their gender 
identity, opening the door for transgender boys 
to join. Under the new policy, membership in 
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts will be based on the 
gender indicated on an application. Previously, the 
organization relied on an individual’s birth certificate. 

Triplets for Pharrell and Wife!Pharrell Williams 
and his wife, Helen Lasichanh, have welcomed 
triplets. Williams’ 
publicist says that “the 
family is happy and 
healthy.” She didn’t 
say where or when the 
babies were born or their 
genders. The babies join 
8-year-old big brother Rocket.

The Week 
in Review
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“Onions Make Us Cry,” by Zainabu Jallo of Nigeria looks into the consequences of domestic abuse. A 
staged reading of the play as part of the Cascade Festival of African Films will take place at Moriarty Audi-
torium on the Portland Community College Cascade Campus on Saturday, Feb. 11 at 3 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Cultural Bridges
African film fest 
opens with 23 
vibrant films

The 27th annual Cascade Festi-
val of African Films takes off this 
week in north and northeast Port-
land offering an exciting month of 
screening 23 vibrant films from 
across the African continent to 
inspire a bridge of cultural under-
standing with the community.

The longest-running annual Afri-
can film festival in the United States 
is hosted by Portland Community 
College with the movies and spe-
cial events taking place all month in 
honor of Black History Month and 
into the first week of March.

Most activities are held at the 
Moriarty Auditorium on the PCC 
Cascade Campus, 705 N. Kill-
ingsworth St., but a kick-off gala 
opens the festival on Friday eve-

ning at the Hollywood Theater, 
4122 N.E. Sandy Blvd.

The African film festival has 
grown steadily since its inception 
in 1991 when it had 400 people in 
attendance. Today, the event at-
tracts more than 5,000 filmgoers 
every year, bringing acclaimed 
directors and stars to Portland like 
actor Danny Glover. The draw is 
that it allows attendees a peek into 
the world of Africa through the 
eyes of Africans.

“In our increasing volatile po-
litical climate, it is integral that 
free and inclusive community 
events like the Cascade Festival of 
African Film continue,” said Tra-
cy Francis, festival coordinator. 
“Now, more than ever, we need to 
open our minds and hearts to un-
derstanding different cultures, and 
create safe spaces for personal and 
artistic expression.”  

 The mission of Cascade Festi-
val of African Films is to develop 

an appreciation of the richness, 
complexity, and diversity of Af-
rican peoples and their cultures 
through filmmaker discussions 
and debates on issues affecting the 
continent.

Over the years, the festival has 
built the African Film Collec-
tion in the PCC Library into one 
of the largest in the Northwest. 
More than 200 African videos and 
DVDs are available to the public 
for home viewing at no charge.

This year’s festival promises to 
one of the best yet.

 It opens with back-to-back 
screenings of “Akounak Tedalat 
Taha Tazoughai/Rain the Color 
Blue With a Little Red In It” (Ni-
ger), a homage to Prince’s semi-
nal “Purple Rain.” The film – a 
collaboration between Portland 
director Christopher Kirkley and 
actor/musician Mdou Moctar of 
Niger – will show twice at the fes-
tival’s opening – night gala.

New to the festival this year will 
be staged readings of two new Afri-

Kali Thorne-Ladd

PCC Names New Board Chair
Thorne-Ladd is 
first black woman 
to lead panel

The Portland Community Col-
lege Board of Directors Thursday 
named Kali Thorne-Ladd as chair 
of the board from her previous 
position as vice chair. She is the 
first African-American woman to 
serve as PCC’s board chair, and 

at 39 years old, she is also the 
youngest.

Thorne-Ladd represents north 
Portland and portions of Colum-
bia County on the seven-member 
governing panel.

“I am deeply honored to serve in 
this role on behalf of the college,” 
said Thorne-Ladd. “PCC is an eco-
nomic engine for the region, com-
mitted to offering equitable access 

Continued on Page 15
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Getting People Out of  
Debt Thru Teamwork

ATTEND OUR
“FREE TRAINING”

We’re Helping 
Our Team Players 
Earn 10’s to 50’s+

of These
“Every Month”

Through Teamwork

Call Coach John
For an Interview

503-358-9655
or 

email:
team1won@gmail.com

Call & Listen at 877-650-8686
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The Bollinger family, (from left to right) Bella, Jennifer and Gabri-
ella have lived at the Normandy Apartments on Northeast Killing-
sworth Street for almost 7 years, but now face displacement after 
new owners of their complex served notice of a 100 percent rent 
increase.

Portland Rent Hikes Bring Displacement
Elementary School, told the Wil-
lamette Week that the 40 students 
who live at the Normandy rep-
resent 5 percent of the student 
body. 15 students have already 
been forced to move this school 
year, he said. Rigler Elementary 
has a dual English and Spanish 
language program and most of 
their students are Latino. The 
school could face budget cuts and 
lose teachers, because funding is 
based upon the number of stu-
dents enrolled. 

In a similar story, the children 
who live at Titan Manor make up 
6 percent of the James John El-
ementary School student body. 
This past October, those apart-
ments were also sold and in Jan-
uary renters began receiving “no 
cause” evictions. 

On Thursday, new Portland 
City councilwoman Chloe Euda-
ly will propose a temporary ordi-
nance that requires landlords pay 
for renter’s moving costs if they 
issue a “no cause” eviction. May-
or Ted Wheeler says he’ll support 
the ordinance. Last year the City 
Council declared a one year rent-
er’s state of emergency and the 
new ordinance would only be in 
effect until that expires this Octo-
ber or if the council votes to ex-
tend the time limit.

Two recent 
cases are vivid 
example
by Christa McIntyre

The Portland Observer

Recent massive rent increas-
es and no cause evictions at two 
separate apartment complexes 
in north and northeast Portland 
is putting a vivid picture on dis-
placement and the potential to 
move low income people out of 

tional funding. 
Starting April 1, each of the 

18 Normandy Apartment units 
will double in rent. One bed-
room apartments which cost $750 
for 650 square feet will jump to 
$1,550 a month. A notice taped 
to front doors explained the hike: 
“Sorry for the news but the rent-
al market has created enough of 

a disparity to your present rent 
that an increase has become nec-
essary.”

Jennifer Bollinger, a renter at 
the complex and mother of three 
told the Portland Observer: “It’s 
not the fact that they’re raising 
the rent, it’s the fact that they’re 
doubling it.”

TJ Fuller, principal of Rigler 

their neighborhoods and local 
schools.

According to published re-
ports, residents of the Normandy 
Apartments, an 18-unit complex 
at Northeast 46th and Killing-
sworth, started the New Year with 
a 100 percent rent increase, while 
residents of the 72-unit Titan 
Manor in St. Johns, have received 
no cause evictions. The children 
in these complexes make up a 
significant part of their schools’ 
population and their displace-
ment will impact future educa-
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Showdogs is a full service salon. We do baths, 
all over hair cuts, tooth brushing, nail trims, soft 
claws, flea treatments, mud baths, and ear clean-
ing. We also have health care and grooming prod-
ucts to keep your pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard

Portland, OR 97217
503-283-1177

9am-7pm
10am-4pm

Tuesday-Saturday
Monday

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.

BLACK
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Portland photographer and 
journalist Julie Keefe had a pho-
to booth where marchers could 
have instant photos printed, write 
a message to Donald Trump, and 
have the photo and statement 
mailed to the White House.

The organization “Showing Up 
for Racial Justice” served up sand-
wiches, soup, small deserts, coffee 
and hot tea. 

When it became clear that Ma-
ranatha wasn’t big enough to seat the 
thousands who marched, the final 
chapter of the day’s event was moved 
to the lawn outside the church.

Hardesty greeted them, “I see 
multi-generations, I see multi-rac-

es, I see very gender, every ethnic-
ity recognized here today. I am so 
grateful every one of you came to 
be part of this movement. Let me 
be clear, it’s not just about being 
on the street today, because all is 
not well in our city.”

A former state representative, 
Hardesty urged her fellow citizens 
to put pressure on new mayor Ted 
Wheeler to make police reforms 
a priority; to support citizen vol-
unteers on a panel to correct ra-
cial profiling, excessive force and 
other police issues; and to join 
the civil rights groups in Portland 
working on the frontlines demand-
ing better police accountability.

More than a dozen speakers 
followed, including people from a 

tapestry of different backgrounds: 
military veteran, Arab-American, 
Rabbi, Imam, Lutheran and Asian 
American.

Francisco Aguirre, a South 
American immigrant who now fac-
es deportation, spoke, as did James 
Chasse Sr., the father of a man who 
suffered from mental illness and 
who died in Portland police custo-
dy in 2006. Activist Joyce Harris 
led a moment of reflection as she 
read a list of other young people 
who have fallen to police violence 
with a call to “Say Their Names.”

In between, Dr. Haynes would 
signal to the crowd in his distin-
guished and practiced voice: “No 
Justice! No Peace! Continue the 
battle, until we finish the course!”

photo by Christa McIntyre/The Portland Observer
When it became clear that Maranatha Church wasn’t big enough to seat the thousands of people who 
attended Saturday’s march, “Advancing Justice and Equality for All Through the Strength of Love,” the 
final chapter of the day’s event was moved to the lawn outside the northeast Portland church.

No Retreat on Civil Rights
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 

more  $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00 
Area/Oriental Rugs:		
 $25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):                                                                    
$40.00 Minimum 
Heavily Soiled Area:	
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL                                       

PRICES & SERVICES                                                    
Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949                                               

Your Carpet  
Best Cleaning 
Choice

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Voter Fraud is a Myth, Voter Suppression is not
Trump can’t 
accept loss in 
popular vote
by Cornell William Brooks

President Donald 
Trump last week called 
for the federal gov-
ernment to spend re-
sources investigating 
alleged ‘voter fraud’ in 
the 2016 elections. Un-
able to accept the fact 
that he lost the popular vote by 
some 2.8 million votes, President 
Trump has repeated his naked and 
reckless claim that 3 to 5 million 
illegal votes were cast in the 2016 

election by “illegal immigrants.” 
However, this notion of wide-
spread voter fraud in the 2016 
election, or any other American 
election cycle for that matter, is 
false and dangerous.

Voter Fraud has been prov-
en virtually non-existent 
through studies conduct-
ed by the Brennan Cen-
ter for Justice at New 
York University, Arizona 
State University, and the 
Washington Post, among 
others. The Washington 

Post’s 2015 study showed that be-
tween 2000 and 2014 there were 
only 31 alleged cases of in-person 
voter fraud among the over 1 bil-
lion votes cast in the United States 

during that time period. Yet, this 
supposed widespread voter fraud 
is consistently used as justification 
for voting restrictions that sup-
press the votes of African-Amer-
icans and Latinos.

While reasonable people can 
debate many issues regarding the 
operation of our electoral process, 
one thing is clear—widespread 
voter fraud such as that alleged 
by President Trump is a complete 
myth.

In stark contrast to the myth 
of widespread voter fraud is the 
proven reality of voter suppres-
sion. A number of federal courts 
across the country have deter-
mined that certain states enacted 
voting restrictions that discrim-
inated against black and Latino 
Americans, as in Texas, or, worse 
yet, were written with the specific 
intent to suppress the black vote, 
as in North Carolina.

In fact, a federal appellate court 
held that North Carolina’s law 
targeted African-American voters 
with “almost surgical precision.” 

Voting restrictions such as those 
recently struck down in Texas, 
North Carolina and elsewhere 
weaken our democracy and them-
selves cast serious doubt on the 
legitimacy of our electoral pro-
cesses.

If President Trump is serious 
about strengthening our democ-
racy, he should demand that Con-
gress send him a bill to restore 
Section 4(b) of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, such as the Voting 
Rights Advancement Act of 2015. 
He should also withdraw the nom-
ination of Sen. Jefferson Sessions 
for Attorney General and put forth 
a nominee with a record of sup-
porting voting rights for all Amer-
icans. And he should acknowledge 
the widespread voter suppression 
taking place in this country while 
rejecting the myth that ‘voter 
fraud’ justifies blocking access to 
the ballot box for millions of black 
and Latino voters.

Cornell William Brooks is pres-
ident and chief executive officer of 
the NAACP.

The Law Offices of
Patrick John Sweeney, P.C.

Patrick John Sweeney
Attorney at Law

1549 SE Ladd, Portland, Oregon

Portland:	 (503) 244-2080
Hillsboro:	 (503) 244-2081
Facsimile:	 (503) 244-2084
Email:	 Sweeney@PDXLawyer.com

Subscribe!
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions, PO Box 3137, Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year

(please include check with this subscription form)
Name:
Telephone:                  
Address:

or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

503-288-0033
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Democracy Demands Probe on Foreign Influence

A Plain-As-Day Lie About His Inauguration Crowd

Serving as a 
check on the 
executive
by Marc H. Morial

The first few days 
Donald Trump’s pres-
idency have seen what 
may be the beginning 
of the end of the Af-
fordable Care Act, an 
average annual hike 
of $500 for middle-class home-
owners’ mortgage insurance pre-
miums, a hint at a re-invasion of 
Iraq and a shift in the Department 
of Justice’s effort to protect voting 
rights.

Yet, the overwhelming cloud 
that hangs over the Trump Ad-
ministration is the suggestion of 
Russian interference in the elec-
tion. Investigators from six dif-
ferent US intelligence and law 
enforcement agencies have been 
examining possible links between 
Russian officials and Trump’s 
presidential campaign.

This cloud hangs not only over 
Trump’s presidency, but over 
American democracy itself. Pres-
ervation of the integrity of our 
democratic process depends upon 

the aggressive pursuit of the 
truth – and the full coopera-
tion of President Trump and 
his advisors in that pursuit. 

Media reports indicate 
that investigations into 
Trump’s Russian ties began 
as far back as last spring –
before the FBI received the 

notorious dossier alleging that 
Russian operatives held compro-
mising information about Trump, 
and that there was a continuing 
exchange of information between 
the Russian Government and 
Trump associates.  

Any concrete evidence in sup-
port of these allegations would be 
damaging to Trump’s presidency. 
And failure to investigate them 
would be even more damaging to 
the nation itself. 

Democracy, while a founding 
principle of the United States, has 
been a work in progress from the 

days when only white, male – and 
in some states, Protestant Chris-
tian – property owners were per-
mitted to vote. Gradually, over 
two centuries, the franchise was 
extended to non-landowners, Na-
tive Americans, women, and peo-
ple of color.

We still are engaged in the 
business of expanding and pro-
tecting our democracy, fighting 
back racially-motivated voter 
suppression laws and contending 
with the anti-democratic effects 
of the Electoral College.  Our goal 
must be a full and true democracy, 
where every citizen has an equal 
opportunity to be heard, without 
the corrupting influence of foreign 
agents working against American 
interests.

If a foreign government in-
terfered to boost one candidate 
chances, it’s not merely an affront 
to the losing candidate; it’s an af-
front to every single honest, vot-
ing citizen. It’s an affront to Amer-
ican democracy.

Because President Trump was 
elevated to office by the anachro-

nistic Electoral College, counter 
to the choice of a majority of vot-
ers, he owes the American people 
an exceptional level of deference. 
He should go to every length to 
demonstrate that his own conduct, 
at least, was above-board and be-
yond reproach. Any attempt to 
stonewall an investigation should 
be viewed with the utmost skep-
ticism. 

His public statements on Rus-
sia and its President, Vladimir 
Putin, have been contradictory at 
the very least. In 2013, 2014 and 
2015, he said he had a relationship 
with Putin, had spoken with him 
and had gotten to know him.  In 
the third Presidential debate, he 
said he’d never met him.  In the 
second debate he said he has no 
dealings with Russia and no busi-
nesses there. But his son, Donald 
Trump Jr., said in 2008 that “Rus-
sians make up a pretty dispropor-
tionate cross-section of a lot of our 
assets.”  This confusion should 
raise serious questions.

President Trump appears to be 
engaged in a campaign of disinfor-

mation about his election – claim-
ing without evidence that he was 
denied a popular victory by mil-
lions of illegal votes.  His appar-
ent obsession extends to making 
repeated false statements about 
attendance at his inauguration.  
His preoccupation could compli-
cate our intelligence agencies’ at-
tempts to ferret out the truth.  It’s 
our hope that he will see that any 
failure to cooperate or to encour-
age a full investigation would be 
crippling to the nation.  

During the Inauguration cere-
mony on Jan. 20, much was made 
about the “peaceful transfer of 
power” that is and should be an 
example for the world. But that 
peaceful transition depends upon 
the strict balance of powers as 
outlined in the Constitution. It’s 
up to our legislative and judicial 
branches to serve as a check on 
the executive, beginning with the 
investigation into foreign influ-
ence.

Marc H. Morial is president 
and chief executive officer of the 
National Urban League.

The trouble with Trump’s ‘alternative facts’
by Peter Certo

About an hour 
after Donald 
Trump was sworn 
in, I was having 
lunch with my 
wife and our five-
month-old. As we picked at our 
food outside my office in D.C.’s 
Dupont Circle neighborhood, 
groups of tourists trickled by in 
Trump regalia. 

Early the next morning, as I 
dumped a pail of diapers in the 
trash can out front, I ran into a 
much different crowd: throngs of 
people wearing pink and carrying 
anti-Trump signs, passing through 
my neighborhood on their way to 
the Women’s March. 

It was scarcely 7am, yet already 
I’d seen more pink hats than I’d 
seen red ones the day before. Sur-
prised — and still in my pajama 
pants — I scurried inside.

DC’s Women’s March alone 
attracted three times as many 
visitors as Trump’s inauguration, 
crowd experts quoted by The 
New York Times estimate. Ac-
cording to ridership data from the 
DC Metro system, only one other 
event topped it: Barack Obama’s 
inauguration in 2009.

This was obvious to anyone 
who lives here, and to anyone 

who’s seen aerial photos of the 
crowd.

Of course, whose crowd is big-
ger matters only a little more than 
whose hands are bigger, among 
other appendages Trump likes to 
size up. But sometimes he can’t 
help himself.

At a moment you’d expect a 
new president to be busy with oth-
er things, Trump directed his press 

secretary to announce that his 
crowds had been “the largest au-
dience to ever witness an inaugu-
ration, period.” Any media outlet 
that told you differently, he said, 
was lying.

It was laughably untrue. But it 
wasn’t a lie, Trump adviser Kel-
lyanne Conway told NBC. It was 
just an an “alternative fact.” 

If that doesn’t set your Orwell 
alarm off, I don’t know what will. 
Yet almost immediately, Trump’s 
version of events started circu-
lating through conservative news 
sites and social media outlets.

The Trump administration, in 

short, used its inaugural press con-
ference to tell bald-faced, easily 
falsifiable lies — and many Amer-
icans believed them. Aerial pho-
tos, crowd experts, Metro data, 
even TV ratings be damned — all 
that mattered were the “alternative 
facts” of the Trump team.

There’s more at stake here than 
a “whose is bigger?” contest — 
including for millions of Trump 

supporters. To see how, let me tell 
you something else about Trump’s 
first day in office. 

Shortly after announcing that 
“every decision” will be “made 
to benefit American workers and 
American families,” Trump re-
treated to the Oval Office to sign 
his first directives as president. 

The first raised mortgage fees 
for working families, including 
many who probably supported 
Trump. Another began the process 
of dismantling a health care law 
that’s helped 20 million people get 
insurance. 

Trump voters in red states could 

be especially hard-hit. 
From Florida to Pennsylvania, 

in fact, over 6 million people get-
ting health insurance subsidies 
live in states that Trump won. 
Combined with the law’s Medic-
aid expansion and protections for 
people with pre-existing condi-
tions, that’s helped deep-red states 
like Kentucky and West Virginia 
cut their uninsured rates by half. 

But here’s the question: If 
Trump can tell you your own eyes 
are lying about a simple aerial 
photograph of his inauguration, 
can he also convince you your 
mortgage fees didn’t just go up? 
Or that you’ll still have health 

The Trump administration, in 
short, used its inaugural press 
conference to tell bald-faced, easily 
falsifiable lies...
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Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

State Farm R

care after he axes your subsidy 
and gives your insurer permission 
to drop you?

Talk about “alternative facts.” 
If those things slide, what else can 
he get away with? 

Trump voters are famously 
skeptical of Washington. Of all 
people, I hope they’d agree that 
watching what a politician does 
tells you more than hearing what 
he says. If they shut their eyes 
now, they’re going to get sucker 
punched.

Peter Certo is the editorial 
manager of the Institute for Policy 
Studies and the editor of Other-
Words.org.
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood 

atmosphere.

Cannon’s 
Rib Express

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs:	 11a-8p
Fri-Sat:	 11a- 9p

 ‘Abounak,’ a film made in collaboration between 
Portland director Christopher Kirley and actor 
and musician Mdou Moctar of Niger, will open 
the 27th Cascade Festival of African Films on Fri-
day, Feb. 3 at the Hollywood Theater. Both Kirkley 
and Moctar will be on hand to discuss the film 
following its second showing that evening.

A centerpiece of this year’s Cascade Festival of African Films will be the movie ‘Nawara,’ a story of 
a housemaid for a wealthy Egyptian family closely linked to the Mubarak regime. The sharp social 
commentary strongly questions the outcome of the country’s 2011 revolution and the deeper class 
and cultural divisions that it brought to the surface.

Cultural Bridges
can plays: “Fishers of Hope/Tawaret,” an examination 
of the prospects of hope and livelihood in Africa, and 
“Onions Make Us Cry,” a look into the consequences 
of domestic abuse. Both readings will be paired with 
short films and take place in Moriarty Auditorium at 3 
p.m. and 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 11.

Returning to the festival will be a documentary film 
series each Thursday evening focusing on the power 
of dissent, and offers Portland audiences a chance to 
witness how political and economic resistance can be 
a powerful force for social change. In addition, each 
Saturday screening during the festival is preceded by 
the popular “Saturday Social Hour,” starting at 5:30 
p.m. and features live music, food, and an African 
marketplace.

For more information on all the festival’s screenings 
and filmmaker appearances, visit africanfilmfestival.org.

BLACK
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The Kukatonon Children’s African Dance Troupe presents its annual benefit on Saturday, Feb. 4 at 
the Madeleine Parish Hall, 3123 N.E. 24th Ave.

African Dance Troupe Benefit
For over 32 years, the Kuka-

tonon Children’s African Dance 
Troupe has provided tuition-free, 
after school classes for 2nd to 8th 
graders in Portland, teaching Af-
rican dance, African drumming, 
and ballet. On Saturday, Feb. 4, 
the organization will host its an-
nual fundraising gala, a special 

night to celebrate African cul-
ture, and support a program that 
is providing life-changing educa-
tion and experiences to Portland 
youth.

Let yourself be energized with 
the upbeat drumming and dance 
performances by the children. A 
traditional African meal will also 

be served and there will be the 
chance to win prizes when raising 
your paddle for this cultural af-
ter-school program.

The benefit will be held from 6 
p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Madeleine 
Parish Hall, 3123 N.E. 24th Ave. 
For tickets and more information, 
visit kukatonon.org.

BLACK
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Clothing Closet -- Each 
first Saturday of the month, 
a complimentary breakfast and 
clothing drive takes place at First 
AME Zion Church, 4304 N. Vancouver 
Ave. The goal is to clothe and feed Portland one 
person at a time. For more information, call Nydia 
Campbell-Pullom at 503-317-1089.

Salgado at Billy Blues -- Award-winning soul, 
blues and R&B vocalist, 
harmonicist and songwrit-
er Curtis Salgado, touring 
in support of his latest CD 
The Beautiful Lowdown, 
will perform at Billy Blues 
Bar & Grill in Vancouver, 
7115 N.E. Hazel Dell Ave., 

on Friday, Feb. 3 at 9 p.m. Tickets are $10.

Music Millennium Free Shows -- The Music Mil-
lennium, 3158 E. Burnside, regularly hosts a series 
of in-house live performances. Enjoy free music and 
the opportunity to meet artists. Call 503-231-8926 
for a current schedule.

Breakout Tuesdays Hip Hop -- JAMN 107.5 and 
Cool Nutz from the Breakout Show present Break-
out Tuesdays each third Tuesday of the month at the 
Ash Street, 225 S.W. Ash. The shows will feature 
performances from some of the top rappers from the 
Northwest. Hosted by Juma Blaq and DJ Fatboy.

Lovestruck -- The Portland Gay Men’s Chorus pres-
ents its annual soloist concert with soloists from the 
group performing their favorite love songs. Bring 
your valentine to what promises to be a beautiful af-
ternoon of acoustic music, local wine and delectable 
desserts. Sunday, Feb. 12 at the Old Church Concert 
Hall. For tickets, visit pdxgmc.org or call 503-226-
2588.

Teen Late Night Returns -- A popular Teen Late 
Night program through Vancouver Parks and Rec-
reation is back. Young people between the ages of 
11 and 18 are invited to enjoy a safe night of free 
recreational activities every Friday night at either 
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B U S I N E S S G u i d e

PLATINUM
FADE

SALON
Sherman Jackson

cell 503-891-5905

M-F 9:00am-9:00pm
Sat 8:00am-9:00pm

Sun 11:00am-6:00pm

5010 NE 9th, Unit A
Portland, Oregon 97211

503-284-2989

We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050
Fax 503-227-8757

michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

State Farm R

Agent

Providing 
Insurance 

and Financial 
Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, 
Illinois 61710

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Shalon Xcellence
Owner/Stylist

8407 NE Fremont
Portland, OR 97220

503-890-6814
shalonda70@gmail.com

the Fistenburg or Marshall 
community centers.

Fourth Sunday Jam Night -- A 
friends and family variety comedy 

show in a Saturday Night Live format with local re-
cording and performing artists, bands, dance crews, 
poets, and drama groups, takes place each fourth 
Sunday of the month at 7 p.m. at Celebration Taber-
nacle, 8131 N. Denver Ave. The free event is open 
to the community.

Norman Sylvester -- 
‘Boogie Cat’ Norman 
Sylvester plays Friday, 
Feb. 10 at the Half Penny 
in Salem; Saturday, Feb. 
11 at the Spare Room; 
Saturday, Feb. 18 at Cat-
fish Lou’s; Friday, Feb. 
24 at Clyde’s; and Satur-
day, Feb. 25 for the Mardi Gras Party at Prime Time 
in Forest Grove.

History Hub -- Oregon Historical Society exhib-
it for young people explores the topic of diversity 
with interactive objects and pictures that tell the sto-
ries of the people of Oregon, past and present. With 
puzzles, touch screen activities and board games, 
History Hub asks students to consider questions 
like “Who is an Oregonian?,” “How has discrimi-
nation and segregation affected people who live in 
Oregon?,” and “How can you make Oregon a great 
place for everyone?” 

Discount Tickets -- Local low-income families 
and individuals can purchase $5 tickets to classi-
cal musical performances in Portland as part of a 
unique program called Music for All. Participating 
organizations include the Oregon Symphony, Port-
land Opera, Oregon Ballet Theater, Chamber Music 
Northwest, Portland Youth Philharmonic, Portland 
Baroque Orchestra, Friends of Chamber Music, 
Portland Chamber Orchestra, Portland Piano Inter-
national, Portland Symphonic Choir, Cappella Ro-
mana and Portland Vocal Consort. 

3539 N. Williams Ave 
Suite #2

Portland, Or 97227

Call for Appointment: 503-228-6140

Dr. Marcelitte Failla
Chiropractic PhysicianGentle, Effective 

Chiropractic Care
Specializing in:
• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Workers compensation
• Headaches
• Neck, Shoulder and  
Back Pain

Hop OnBoard The Hottest Party In America!
Saturday February 18, 2017

Featuring FOCUS R&B Band with DJ Master of Funk®, 
Kenny J and Munchies Soul Food

Billy Webb Elks Lodge, 6 N. Tillamook, Portland 
5 min. north of the MODA Center

$12 at tickettomato.com • $15 at the door 
Lounge opens at 6pm • Show starts at 9:00pm

GO TO WWW.UB-ENTERTAINMENT.NET FOR MORE INFO

©2017 UB Entertainment Co. All Rights Reserved
Sponsored By: 

®

Back Into 
The 
Future

A

Experience

SOUL 
TRAIN

BLACK
HISTORYMONTH

Essence Hair Design
4710A NE 

MLK Jr Blvd 
Portland

OR, 97211

bfade67@
gmail.com
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Mississippi
Alberta
North Portland

Vancouver
East County

Beaverton

James Baldwin in the documentary I Am Not Your Negro.

‘I Am Not Your Negro’
Documentary opens in theaters Friday

The incendiary new documen-
tary “I Am Not Your Negro,” a 
journey into black history that 
connects the past to the present, 
opens in theaters nationwide on 
Friday, Feb. 3

In 1979, the late black author, 
playwright and poet James Bald-
win wrote a letter to his literary 

agent describing his next project, 
“Remember This House.” The 
book was to be a revolutionary, 
personal account of the lives and 
successive assassinations of his 
close friends, Medgar Evers, Mal-
colm X and Martin Luther King 
Jr. But at the time of Baldwin’s 
death in 1987, he left behind only 

30 completed pages of his manu-
script.

Narrated by Samuel L. Jack-
son and with unprecedented ac-
cess to Baldwin’s original work, 
award-winning filmmaker Raoul 
Peck, has completed the cinematic 
version of the book Baldwin never 
wrote - a radical narration about 
race in America and what it means 
to be black in America today.

By confronting the deeper con-
nections between the lives and 
assassinations of these three men, 
Peck’s film uncovers a larger nar-
rative of America’s historical and 
current denial and irrational rela-
tionship with race. 

“I Am Not Your Negro” has 
earned an Academy Award nomi-
nation for Best Documentary Fea-
ture.

BLACK
HISTORYMONTH
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Sweet Street Food Cart
on the corner of 15th and Alberta

call 503-995-6150 to place order
Monday - Friday, 11:00am - 7:00pm

Buy one chicken dinner get 1 free chicken sandwich
(Half-off with this coupon -- Expires February 28, 2017)

The Book can be found a four locations:

Amazon.com 

Barnes & Noble 
Bookstore
1317 Lloyd Ctr
Portland, OR 97232

Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Bookstore
12000 Se 82nd Ave
Happy Valley, OR 97086” 

Broadway Books
1714 NE Broadway St,  
Portland, OR 97232

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays	 • Anniversaries
• Funerals	 • Weddings

The Portland Winter Light Festival dazzles visitors near OMSI with innovative light-based artworks and 
performances.

Winter Light Festival Returns
Returning for four straight 

days, beginning Wednesday, Feb. 
1, the Portland Winter Light Fes-
tival will illuminate even more of 
Portland’s cityscape, brilliantly 
awakening the city in the dark of 
winter into a glowing tapestry of 
light, color, artistry, performance 
and imagination.

Centrally hosted at OMSI and 
presented by Portland General 

Electric, this free, all-ages festival 
celebrates the spirit of winter and 
warmth of community by show-
casing artists who dazzle visitors 
with innovative light-based art-
works and performances. 

An extension of the Willamette 
Light Brigade, over 30,000 at-
tendees enjoyed nearly two dozen 
artists across the southeast Wa-
terfront last year, a glowing bike 

ride, silent disco, a light science 
talk series, performances, and 
more. This year, 42 visual artist 
teams and nine light and fire per-
formance troupes have been invit-
ed to participate.

Festival hours are 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday, 
and 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. Parking at OMSI is 
$5.

BLACK
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Upholster y  Cleaning •  S ofa/Loveseat  •  Pet  Stains  •  F lood Restorat ions

5 0 3 - 7 0 5 - 2 5 8 7

2 Rooms + Hall

$5995

Complete House

$10995
With Free Deoderizer

We Also Do Janitorial Services
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Carpet Cleaning
Spot/Stain Removal • 24 Hour Flood Service

Upholstery Cleaning • Area Rug Cleaning  •  Dry Time 2-4 Hours 
Free Estimates • Available Weekends

Joseph Boulogne

Black Mozart Tribute Concert
In honor of Black History 

Month, Portland’s Baroque Or-
chestra will perform Black Mo-
zart: Chevalier Saint-Georges, on 
Thursday, Feb. 2 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Kaul Auditorium at Reed College 

in southeast Portland.
A film about Joseph Boulogne, 

known as the Chevalier de Saint-
George, and widely considered 
the first classical composer of Af-
rican descent, will screen before 

the concert at 6:15 p.m., giving 
patrons an opportunity to learn 
more about one of the greatest 
composer-performers in the time 
of Mozart and Haydn. The son of a 
slave, Boulogne overcame adver-
sities of class, race and prejudice 
to become a major musical star.

A Northwest Baroque Master-
works project, this concert is a 
co-presentation between the Se-
attle Baroque Orchestra, the Pa-
cific Baroque Orchestra, Portland 
Baroque Orchestra and the Early 
Music Society of the Islands.

Subscribe!
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions, PO Box 3137, Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year

(please include check with this subscription form)
Name:
Telephone:                  
Address:

or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

503-288-0033
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Classified/Bids

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Multnomah County Health Department  

Headquarters Project
Exterior Skin and Interior Finishes

Precast concrete, unit masonry, misc. steel, finish carpentry, 
waterproofing, roofing, thermal protection, doors/frames/
hardware, tiling, ceilings, plaster and gypsum board, flooring, 
acoustic treatment, painting, wall and door protection, toilet 
accessories, lockers, loading dock equipment, window treatments, 
casework, furnishings, landscaping, site work

Bid Date: February 14, 2017 at 2:00 PM
A non-mandatory Pre-Bid meeting will be held January 30, 2017 at 
1:00PM at the Multnomah County Boardroom 501 SE Hawthorne 
Blvd, Portland, OR 97214
Bid Documents are available electronically at the following FTP site

Address: ftp.jedunn.com
Username: hdhq • Password: 13083700-2016

Contact Kyle Boehnlein with any questions
Kyle.Boehnlein@JEDunn.com • (503) 972-6181

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, Oregon 97209 • (503) 978-0800
*Project MWESB goals are 20%*

JE Dunn is an equal opportunity employer
License Number: 109192

Drivers:  Local, Home Nightly!
Portland Refer & 
Hillsboro Flatbed.

Great Pay, Benefits!
CDL-A, 1yr Exp. Req.
Estenson Logistics

Apply www.goelc.com
1-855-420-1374

Advertise with diversity 
in 

The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

email ads@portlandobserver.com

Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Audio Visual Lead Technician, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
$21.82 – $30.56 hourly. 
Deadline: 2/10/2017

Event Custodian – Night Shift, 
part-time, Portland’5 Centers 
for the Arts, $14.24 – $16.09 
hourly. Deadline: 2/10/2017

Relief Facility Security Agent 
– On Call, Oregon Convention 
Center, $15.20 – 18.13 hourly. 
Deadline: 2/10/2017
These opportunities are open 
to First Opportunity Target 
Area (FOTA) residents: This 
area includes the following 
zip codes located primarily in 
N, NE and a small portion of 
SE Portland: 97024, 97030, 
97203, 97211, 97212, 97213, 
97216, 97217, 97218, 97220, 
97227, 97230, 97233, 97236, 
and 97266, whose total annual 
income was less than $47,000 
for a household of up to two 
individuals or less than $65,000 
for a household of three or more.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/FOTA  for 
the complete job announcement 
and a link to our online hiring 
center or visit our lobby kiosk 
at Metro, 600 NE Grand Ave, 
Portland. 

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
Portland Expo Center and 
Portland’5 Center for the Arts 
and provides services that 
cross city limits and county 
lines including land use and 
transportation planning, parks 
and nature programs, and 
garbage and recycling systems.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
current openings and a link to 
our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Need to publish a court 
document or notice? Need 
an affidavit of publication 
quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your 
notice for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L e g a l  N o t i c e s Subscribe!
503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions,  
PO Box 3137,  

Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months

$80.00 for 6 mo.
$125.00 for 1 year
(please include  
check with this 

subscription form)

Name:

Telephone:                  

Address:

or email subscriptions@
portlandobserver.com
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Calendar February 2017

It Does Good ThingsTM

This page is sponsored by Oregon Lottery R

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

National Freedom Day
Robinson Crusoe Day
First meeting of the 
U.S. Supreme Court 
(1790)

Groundhog Day
Bottle Cap Patented 
in 1892

Elizabeth Blackwell 
born, 1821 (first 
female doctor)

Vietnam War Ended 
(1973)

Facebook First 
Launched in 2004 
as thefacebook.com

Rosa Parks born, 
1913

Weatherman’s Day
Disaster Day
Hank Aaron born, 
1934

Babe Ruth born, 
1895

Monopoly Board 
Game Goes on Sale 
in Stores, 1935

Charles Dickens 
born, 1812

Laura Ingalls Wilder 
born, 1867

Boy Scouts’ Day 
(Founded 1910)

Author Jules Verne 
born, 1828

National Weather 
Service Est. (1870)

Toothache Day

Umbrella Day
Ratification of the 
25th Amendment in 
1967 (Presidential 
Succession)

Thomas Edison 
born, 1847

National Inventors’ 
Day

White T-Shirt Day

Judy Blume born, 
1938

Abraham Lincoln 
born, 1809 (16th 
President)

Get a Different 
Name Day

First Public School 
established (1635)

George Washington 
Gale Ferris born, 
1859

Ferris Wheel Day
Valentine’s Day

Norman Bridwell 
born, 1928

Susan B. Anthony 
born, 1820

Nylon Patented By 
DuPont in 1937

King Tut’s Burial 
Chamber opened in 
1923

Random Acts of 
Kindness Day

National P.T.A. 
Founder’s Day 
(1897)

Former planet, 
Pluto, Discovered 
By Clyde Tombaugh 
in 1930

Obituary
In Loving 

Memory
Gladys Mae Waters

Gladys Mae Waters was born 
Dec. 2, 1952 in Picayune, Miss. to 
Jessie and Rubie Lee Waters. She 
graduated from Picayune Memo-
rial High School and received her 

certification in early childhood ed-
ucation from Portland Communi-
ty College. She worked for Albina 
Head Start for over 40 years and 
worked at the jewelry counter at 

K-Mart for 20 years.
Gladys was with Jimmy Ste-

vens for 7 years and Donnell 
Smith for 21 years. 

She loved the Lord, her chil-
dren, and her grandson. She gave 
selflessly to all she encountered, a 
compassionate, loving, and caring 
woman of integrity, strong will, 
tenacity and grace. She would 
overcome a challenging situation 
with a smile, while nurturing, en-
couraging, and motivating others 
along the way. She had many gifts 
and talents. She was good with 

finances and projection planning. 
She loved family gatherings, and 
to sing in the choir.

Gladys served as a director of 
the choir at Greater Faith Baptist 
Church, a board director of In-
spired Aspiration, Inc., a founding 
member of the advisory council 
for Juneteenth Oregon, and a vol-
unteer for the Black United Fund 
of Oregon, Urban League of Port-
land and Portland Rescue Mission.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents and a sister, Ocie Durr. 
She leaves to mourn three daugh-

ters, Tisha (Johnny Stigler), Cot-
tina Waters, and Saniecela (Nick 
Fewkes); a grandson, Jeremiah 
Stigler; three sisters, Evelyn (Rich-
ard Marks), Karen Waters (Clifford 
Green), and Georgia Lee (James 
Bender); three brothers, Jesse (Wil-
la Mae Waters), Arthur Jones (Mar-
got), and Ezell Waters; and a host 
of other relatives and friends.

Funeral services were held Fri-
day at True Vine Missionary Bap-
tist Church. Arrangements were 
under the direction of Terry Fami-
ly Funeral Home.
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PCC Names New Board Chair
Continued from Page 3

to education and job opportunities 
for its students. This is a cause I 
am passionate about, and I look 
forward to continuing to throw my 
energy toward this mission and our 
students’ success.”

Added Mark Mitsui, president 

of PCC, “Kali’s skills, strengths 
and experience make her an as-
set to the board. We are fortunate 
to have her as part of the PCC 
team.”

 Thorne-Ladd is co-founder of 
KairosPDX, a non-profit organi-
zation focused on access to qual-
ity early learning opportunities for 

historically underserved children. 
She also worked for the City of 
Portland Mayor’s Office as the 
education strategies director over-
seeing policy and direction for 
the mayor’s key education initia-
tives. Her involvement with the 
college’s Future Connect Schol-
arship Program is where Thorne-

Ladd was first introduced to PCC, 
which prompted her to pursue a 
board position. She holds a mas-
ter’s degree in Education Policy 
and Management from Harvard 
University.

She replaces former chair Gene 
Pitts who resigned last month 
from his Zone 6 position, which 
includes Yamhill County, east 
Washington County and south-

west Portland. Applications are 
due for the Zone 6 position on 
Friday, Feb. 10. Interested candi-
dates are encouraged to forward a 
cover letter, resume and three let-
ters of recommendation to Jean-
nie Moton, executive coordinator 
for PCC’s Office of the President 
and Board of Directors, at jeannie.
moton@pcc.edu. Visit pcc.edu for 
additional details.
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