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J.J. Moore, the longtime owner of Affordable JJ Lock and Key in northeast Portland, was only a teenager when he participated in the 1965 Selma to Montgomery civil 
rights marches that drew Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and other civil rights leaders to Alabama and led to the passing of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

‘I Marched in Selma’
Portland locksmith 
recalls the beatings 
and the arrests
by Christa MCintyre

the Portland observer

52 years ago, Portland locksmith and 
business owner J.J. Moore participated in 
the historic Selma to Montgomery marches 
to protest the massive discrimination fac-
ing black voters in Alabama. It was a pin-
nacle of the Civil Rights movement under 
the leadership of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Council, and a young man named John 
Lewis of the Student Nonviolent Coordi-

nating Committee. Together with thou-
sands of other black protesters, they helped 
turn the tide with the passing of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 under President John-
son.

The small town of Selma is seated in 
Dallas County in the Alabama Black Belt. 
In 1961, while the population of Dallas 
County was 57 percent black, fewer than 
1 percent were registered to vote because 
of discriminatory voting procedures. With-
out access to the ballot box, black citizens 
couldn’t choose their mayor, governor, rep-
resentatives in Congress, president or sit 
on a jury. Under Jim Crow laws separating 
blacks from whites, the path to voting was 
littered with obstacles. Lewis, who went on 
to become a Congressman, described how 

at one Alabama courthouse at the time, 
black citizens were asked to name exactly 
how many gumballs were in a jar as a voter 
registration test requirement. Other black 
people who worked in the service industry 
or as sharecroppers in Dallas County were 
threatened by employers with losing their 
jobs if they registered to vote. 

Moore’s mother and father started out as 
cotton sharecroppers in Selma, where the 
future Portland business owner was born 
and raised. His father, Thomas, learned 
to be a painter by trade and his mother, 
Ollie Mae became a seamstress. Through 
their hard work and over time, they saved 
enough money to build a house from the 
ground up in Selma, something most black 
people didn’t have the opportunity to do. 

Owning their home and having skilled 
trades also meant they couldn’t be pres-
sured to not register to vote, because they 
had more economic independence than 
most.

The Student Nonviolent Coordinat-
ing Committee came to Selma in 1962 to 
start nonviolent direct action protests and 
conduct the grassroots work needed to get 
black Americans registered to vote. The 
group held training sessions to prepare for 
the literacy tests and other obstacles that 
were used to prevent minorities from vot-
ing. Many of these meetings were held in 
the famed Brown Chapel A.M.E. Church of 
Selma. A teenager at the time, Moore’s par-
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Nursing Assistant Guilty
A former 
nursing as-
sistant at 
Prov idence 
St. Vincent 
Medical Cen-
ter will spend 
the next 25 
years in pris-
on for raping 
and sexual-
ly abusing female patients. Ad-
eladilew A. Mekonen pleaded 
guilty Friday to 28 charges involv-
ing sexual contact with female pa-
tients. Nine women accused Me-
konen of sex abuse, including two 
women aged 87 and 94.

Killed at Insurance Agency
A 32 year old man died from a gun-
shot wound after a shooting Mon-
day at the Golden Key Insurance 
Agency on Southeast 82nd between 
Foster and Woodstock. Police said it 
appears the man was homeless and 
threatened the business owner and 
his wife over some missing personal 
belongings. The shooting happened 
during a confrontation in the park-
ing lot next door.

Naked Burglary Suspect
Around 10 p.m. on Saturday, police 

responded to 
a 911 call of 
a naked man 
who forced 
his way into 
an apart-
ment in the 
15200 block 
of Northeast 

Sandy. A 28 year old woman fought 
off the intruder and she and her two 
children were able to escape with 
no physical harm. The suspect, 21 
year old Miguel Gomez, has been 
charged with burglary, kidnapping 
and attempted rape.

ACLU Blasts Portland Police 
The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Oregon is increasing 

their criticism of the Portland Po-
lice Bureau’s treatment of protest-
ers. In their third statement this 
year, the group wrote on Facebook 
after a President’s Day protest on 
Monday, “Today, Portland Police 
Bureau policy led to violence 
against peaceful protesters includ-
ing young kids and retired public 
employees. It was shameful.” 

Missing Boy Found
A missing 2 
year old boy 
was found safe 
in his pajamas 
in some black-
berry bushes 
Saturday in the 
1700 block of 
Northeast 67th 
Avenue after a 
search by local 
police and the FBI. His mother re-
ported him missing hours earlier. 
The boy, River, was treated at a 
hospital for non-life-threatening 
injuries and exposure to cold tem-
peratures.

Leaked Immigration Proposal
Congressman Earl Blumenauer re-
leased a statement Friday regarding 
a leaked Department of Homeland 
Security proposal to use National 
Guard troops for immigration en-
forcement: “What we’ve seen over 
the course of the last weeks are not, 
‘routine, targeted operations,’ as the 
Trump regime calls them. These op-
erations, and this leaked proposal, 
are the result of trump’s hateful im-
migration agenda that serves only to 
instill fear and destroy lives,” he said.

Arrested on Riot Charge
Police arrested one protester, 19 
year old Zachary Lange, during a 
Thursday march and rally in down-
town Portland to demand justice 
for Quanice Hayes, a black teenag-
er killed by police responding to a 
robbery and car prowl a few days 
earlier. Lange faces a riot charge in-
volving damaged to a vehicle.

13 Trump Protesters Arrested
Tensions are running high be-

tween Portland protesters, the 
mayor, the Police Bureau and the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
of Oregon after two “Not My 
President” protest marches were 
held downtown on Monday, Pres-
ident’s Day.

One permitted protest, spon-
sored by Basic Rights Oregon, 
Causa and several labor unions, 
took place without incident. A 
second unpermitted march orga-
nized by Don’t Shoot Portland, 
ended with 13 arrests.

One female protester, a senior 
citizen, was left with a bloodied 
face and broken nose, after appar-
ently rolling on the ground with 
a police officer. In another con-
frontation, documented by citizen 
journalist Mike Bivins, a woman 

angrily confronts a row of police 
officers in riot gear and an officer 
fires two rubber bullets into the 
woman’s torso at close range.

ACLU Oregon legal director 
Mat dos Santos said in a state-
ment released 5 days earlier: 
“Portland’s protest policy should 
emphasize restraint, de-escala-
tion, and the use of force only 
as a last resort to ensure public 
health, safety and welfare.”

Police spokesperson Pete 
Simpson responded, “We cer-
tainly understand that not every-
one agrees with police presence 
or response to protest events. 
We encourage people with com-
mendations or complaints about 
officer conduct to send them to 
the Office of Independent Police 
Review.”
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A collection of paintings by black artist James Pate combines the iconography of the Ku Klux Klan and 
the Civil Rights Movement to focus on the causes and conditions that lead to youth and gun violence.

Powerful Exhibit
‘Kin Killin’ Kin’ 
focuses on youth 
and gun violence

 “Kin Killin’ Kin,” a visually 
powerful and thought-providing ex-
hibition that focuses on youth and 
gun violence opens this week at the 
Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center 
at 5340 N. Interstate Ave.

The nationally recognized col-
lection of paintings by African 

American artist James Pate of Day-
ton, Ohio, combines the iconogra-
phy of the Ku Klux Klan and the 
Civil Rights Movement with con-
temporary images to take the view-
er into the complex territory of the 
causes and conditions that lead to 
youth and gun violence. He consid-
ers his work, “A call to action.” Due 
to strong images, the exhibit is not 
recommended for children 12 and 
under.

Free and open to the public, the 
exhibit runs through April 2, open-

ing Wednesdays through Fridays 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., and on Sat-
urdays and Sundays from 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. An opening reception will be 
held Friday, Feb. 24 from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m.

“Kin Killin’ Kin” is sponsored by 
PassinArt, Portland’s non-profit Af-
rican American producing theater 
company, along with the Collins 
Foundation, McKenzie River Gath-
ering Foundation, Meyer Memori-
al Trust, Marion and James Miller 
Foundation and Ronni LaCroute.

Jamila Singleton Munson

Eye on the School Board
Candidate 
has local 
connections, 
endorsements

An educator connected to the 
community has obtained a signifi-
cant list of endorsements to launch 
a campaign to run for the Portland 
School Board.

Jamila Singleton Munson is 
running for the Zone 4 position to 
represent north and northeast Port-
land on the seven-member panel. 
She would be the only black mem-
ber if elected based on how the 
board is currently comprised.

Munson graduated from Grant 
High School in 1997 and was a 
Pamplin fellow as part of a peer 
leadership program at Self En-

hancement, Inc. She went on to 
earn degrees at the University 
of Oregon and Pace University. 
Her career has included work as 

a teacher and school principal in 
New York and Los Angeles.

“Having worked directly with 
students from diverse back-
grounds, I can say with confi-
dence that every child can grow 
and succeed in the right learning 
environment,” said Munson. “The 
board must establish a clear vision 
for how we can meet the needs of 
all students and ensure the admin-
istration is accountable for achiev-
ing that vision.”

Munson has a significant base 
of local support, including former 
State Sen. Avel Gordly, early child-
hood leader Charles McGee, edu-
cation equity expert Kate Woicke 
and local business leader Andrew 
Colas. Longtime equity advocates 
Lee Po Cha, Kali Thorne Ladd, 
Hanif Fazal and Nichole Maher 

Continued on Page 22
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“Moonlight,” portrays African-American males as beautifully com-
plex and not reduced to the flimsy stereotypes so often presented 
on-screen.  The Oscar-nominated movie is the best film of 2016 as 
rated by Opinionated Judge Darleen Ortega, the Portland Observ-
er’s film reviewer.

My Top 10 Films of 2016

TOP 10 FILMS FOR 2016:
1. Moonlight
2. I Am Not Your Negro
3. 13th
4. Two Trains Running
5. Fences
6. Presenting Princess Shaw
7. Zootopia
8. Loving
9. Paterson
10. Aquarius

This year, 
there’s more 
overlap with  
the Oscars

I see more than 150 films each 
year, including all the films nomi-
nated for Academy Awards for Best 
Picture and Best Documentary and 
nearly all those nominated for Best 
Animated Feature and Best For-
eign Language Film. This year my 
list of the 10 best films out of all 
of those I saw shares more over-
lap than usual with the Academy 
Awards -- perhaps in part because 
of the pressure on Hollywood to 
notice the work of artists of color, 
which tend to dominate my list. 
Often the most remarkable work 
is done from the margins, never 
more so than in times of increased 
oppression and flux. So here's the 
whole list, with fuller descriptions 
and links below:

"Moonlight":  This is that rare 
year when a universally acclaimed 
film deserved and received an Os-
car nomination along with a lot 
of other awards -- and, in an un-
precedented twist, a movie that 
lauded on African American men 
and boys at a level of complexity 

that we rarely see on screen. Take 
a note: It is written and directed by 
two black men. Lifting up the sto-
ries of those at the margins must 
include a commitment to giving 
them agency to tell their own sto-
ries. If this film loses out in the 
best picture and director catego-
ry to the vastly overrated "La La 
Land," my voice will be included 
in the chorus of groans you may 
hear.  [Not rated; nominated for, 

and should win, Academy Awards 
for Best Picture, Best Director, 
Best Supporting Actor (Maher-
shala Ali), Best Cinematogra-
phy, Best Film Editing (co-editor 
Joi McMillon is the first African 
American woman nominated for 
an editing award!), Best Adapted 
Screenplay, Best Supporting Ac-
tress (Naomie Harris) and Best 
Original Score. Moonlight is also 
on the top 10 lists of at least 189 
other film critics.]

"I Am Not Your Negro" is so 
powerful and so resonant that it is 
really too much to absorb in one 
viewing.  Director Raoul Peck has 
assembled the script from only the 
words of James Baldwin to pro-
vide a window into race and rac-
ism in America that is truly with-
out parallel; every view moments 
I wanted to pause to absorb the 
profundity of what had just been 
spoken. Much is in Baldwin's own 
voice, including footage from an 
astounding 1968 television inter-
view by Dick Cavett that would 
have been mind-blowing if it had 
happened yesterday; the rest of 
Baldwin's words are uttered by 
Samuel L. Jackson. The power 
of the words is aided by images 

assembled from the civil rights 
era but also from the current day. 
Baldwin speaks prophetically -- 
and by that I do not mean predic-
tively, but in a voice so clear and 
true that it is outside time, even 
now decades after he uttered them. 
Baldwin is mindful of his loca-
tion as what he terms a "witness," 
rather than someone attempting to 
lead a social movement; he lived 
a significant period of time in Eu-
rope and returned to engage with 
the American civil rights struggle 
largely from the position of astute 
observer and friend to its leaders. 
The clairvoyance he displays from 
that vantage point makes the case 
for the prophet, and specifically, 
this prophet, an African Ameri-
can gay man. This film is the best 
documentary I have seen in a very, 
very long time, and I expect to re-
turn to it again and again. [Rated 
PG-13 for disturbing violent im-
ages, thematic material, language 
and brief nudity; nominated for, 
and should win, the Academy 
Award for Best Documentary Fea-
ture; on at least 26 other critics' 
top 10 lists.]

oPinionAted    Judge by  
darleen ortega

Continued on Page 7
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Students far and wide pack the Center for Self Enhancement, Inc. 
for a community ‘Day of Service.’

Empowering Youth to Serve
by FeliCia slider

the Portland observer

Hundreds of youth, male and 
female, near and far, collectively 
volunteered for the Center for Self 
Enhancement, Inc.’s Community 
“Day of Service.” 

The seeds of SEI, an educa-
tional program serving Portland’s 
African American community, 
were planted over 35 years ago 
and rooted in community service. 
The organization uses a cultural-
ly-based curriculum to educate 
and empower youth into tomor-
row’s citizens. One recipe to that 
successful sauce is to empower 
young people to become the liv-
ing legacies to their communities. 
Mixed and served by the enlight-
enment of education, marinated 

SEI kids give back on day of service
with the excitement of social en-
gagement, the students learn as 
the late Muhammad Ali so mov-
ingly said, “Service to others is the 
rent you pay for your room here 
on earth”. 

The SEI elementary to high 
school student volunteers, along-
side their adult leaders were dis-
patched on Saturday, Feb. 15 to 
over 15 neighborhood sites for 
community service projects. From 
feeding the homeless to the beau-
tification of neighborhood homes, 
the SEI kids showed up and 
served.

The students, guided by Helen 
Keller’s words, “Alone we can 
do so little, together we can do 

Continued on Page 6
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Empowering Youth to Serve
Continued FroM Page 5

so much,” first gathered at the 
school to hear from SEI Founder 
Tony Hopson Sr. and his staff who 
briefed them on the plans for the 
day’s departure and duties. 

“I just thank SEI for letting 
me and my peeps make a differ-
ence, make something happen for 
the people who really need this 
help,” one student said. “It was 
so cool to lend a hand to people 
that really need help in our neigh-
borhood.” 

“Volunteering made me proud 
to make a make a difference in 
someone’s life, especially when 
you know they need the help,” 
said another young person. “To-
day was life changing for me.”

The dedication erupting from 
the student’s synergy was dynam-
ic, and bonds were built.

The SEI Day of Service taught 
the youth about the difference one 
day can make to a community it 
serves, as Dr. Martin Luther King 
once said, “Everyone can be great 
because anybody can serve.”



Continued on Page 14
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“I Am Not Your Negro” uses archival footage of the Civil Rights and 
Black Power movements to explore the racial violence that contin-
ues to permeate American culture.

val last April and played for two 
nights in Portland last fall. The 
very summer -- indeed, the very 
weekend -- that Andrew Good-
win, James Chaney, and Michael 
Schwerner were murdered by the 
police and the Ku Klux Klan, two 
other groups of white men, obliv-
ious to the extent of the dangers 
afoot in the South, traveled there 
in search of two obscure black 
country blues singers who had 
disappeared into obscurity. Using 
interviews, archive footage, and 
beautiful animated sequences, 
this wonderful film captures their 
improbable journeys, illuminates 
some important pieces of what 
happened during Freedom Sum-
mer, and illustrates the role of mu-
sic in spiritual awakening. Keep 
an eye on the film's website and 
Facebook page for further screen-
ings and, hopefully, a digital re-
lease; this one is too good to miss. 
[Not rated; should have been 
nominated for an Academy Award 
for Best Documentary Feature.]

“Fences”: Many of us who 
love theater have reveled for years 
in August Wilson's rich explo-
rations of the African American 
experience.  Now audiences have 
their first shot at seeing his work 
on screen, under the very able 
direction of Denzel Washington 
and with a screenplay written by 
Wilson before he died.  Wow. The 
cast is uniformly phenomenal, 
and Wilson has no equal when it 
comes to perceptively capturing 
the impacts of generational trau-
ma on the lives of ordinary black 
folks. As with "Moonlight," this is 
deeply empathetic storytelling and 
rings with emotional truth. Abso-
lutely as good as it gets. [Rated 
PG-13 for thematic elements, lan-
guage, and some suggestive refer-
ences; nominated for, and should 
win Academy Awards for Best Ac-
tor (Denzel Washington) and Best 
Supporting Actress (Viola Davis); 
also received nominations for Best 
Picture and Best Adapted Screen-
play (August Wilson); on at least 
22 other critics' top 10 lists.]

"Presenting Princess Shaw" 
was another of my favorites at Full 

My Top 10 Films of 2016
"13th" is, in a way, the perfect 

companion to "I Am Not Your 
Negro," though I definitely don't 
recommend seeing them together. 
Director and co-writer Ava Du-
Vernay (whose "Selma" topped 
my 10-best list in 2014) has as-
sembled a comprehensive cine-
matic case for how mass incarcer-
ation came to be the most recent 
iteration of racism and oppression 
of black and brown people in the 
United States. The sheer volume 
of data and voices and analysis 
that DuVernay has marshaled to 
make this case clear is staggering; 
she has enlisted the insights of a 
host of experts, including Mi-
chelle Alexander, Angela Davis, 
Bryan Stephenson, Henry Louis 
Gates, and many others, as well 
as abundant news footage and 
other evidence to connect the dots 
between the economic dilemma 
presented by post-Civil War Re-
construction, the lasting impact of 
"The Birth of A Nation" in sewing 
images of the menacing black man 
into our collective consciousness, 
the early use of incarceration as a 
tool for keeping black people in 
subjugation, the crime-scare tac-
tics of the 1970s that manipulated 
the electorate into supporting the 
drug wars that multiplied the size 
of the U.S. prison population far 
beyond that of any other country. 
The impacts on communities of 
color who have lost generations of 
their leaders, whose families are 
decimated, and who have perma-
nently lost the right to vote is illus-
trated with astounding clarity. In 
the end, this is more than the story 
of mass incarceration and race in 
America; it is a huge chunk of the 
truth of American history to which 
we have collectively blinded our-
selves. With Peck's film, this is 
essential viewing for every Amer-
ican. [Nominated for the Academy 
Award for Best Documentary Fea-
ture; on at least 22 other critics' 
top 10 lists.]

"Two Trains Runnin'" is, 
sadly, the most obscure title on 
my list, though it was the best 
documentary that I saw at the Full 
Frame Documentary Film Festi-
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Images of bloodied men, women and teenagers in 1965 who were 
beaten by police in Selma, Ala., for protesting voting restrictions 
shocked the nation.

ents took him to a lot of the meet-
ings. He said that out of his entire 
extended family, his parents were 
the first to try to register to vote.

Moore himself was arrested 
as a teenager on Jan. 19, 1965 
when he joined his mother for a 
sit-in at the Selma courthouse to 
register to vote. Throughout the 
South, SNCC concentrated much 
of their efforts on getting young 
people involved with the Civil 
Rights Movement. On some days 
during those years, high school 
classrooms in Selma would clear 
out as students went to volunteer 
their time for Civil Rights work, 
Moore said. Dallas County Sher-
iff Jim Clark, a vocal opponent to 
integration in Selma, often wore 
military style clothing and worked 
with the Ku Klux Klan. Clark and 
his officers arrested the young 
Moore along with other protesters 
that day, the first time Moore went 
to jail fighting for the right to vote.

He recalled how police offi-
cers took him and his friend and 
neighbor Willie Travis Bonner to 
a cattle yard.  There, police or-
dered the protesters to put their 
hands up against the barn walls. 
Officers told everyone to be quiet, 
and when his friend kept talking, 
a police officer took a 6 volt cattle 
prod to Bonner’s leg until the skin 
broke and bled.

 All of the arrested protesters 
were next taken to the Selma jail, 
Moore remembers.

“Lucky I had money on me; be-
cause I think they kept us in jail 
for three days or so,” he said. “I 
was able to have the guards go 
to the vending machines and get 
some stuff out of them so I could 
eat. I also had a long jacket to 
sleep under. You have nothing to 
sleep with, just a bare cell.”

On March 7, 1965, activists de-
cided to march from Selma to Ala-
bama’s capitol, Montgomery in an 
event that would become known 
as “Bloody Sunday.” The first leg 
of that journey meant crossing the 

Continued FroM Front

‘I Marched in Selma’
Edmund Pettus Bridge. Moore 
remembers the reaction by a sher-
iff’s posse to the first attempt to 
cross the bridge: 

“They shot the teargas, set the 
dogs and horses on us. I’d nev-
er smelled teargas before. It was 
scary. My eyes were watering. 
We just all took off and ran across 
the bridge and tried to get to the 
church. Matter of fact, when I 
went into the church, there was 
teargas in the church. I couldn’t 
breathe in the church and I had to 
get out of the church.”

The images of beaten and 
bloodied men, women and teen-
agers shocked the nation and Dr. 
King was able to persuade Pres-
ident Johnson to pass the voting 
rights act.

Moore went on the final march 
from Selma to Montgomery, a 
54 mile long journey made safe 
by President Johnson’s National 
Guard troops who were sent to 
protect the Civil Rights protest-
ers from Sheriff Clark and the Ku 
Klux Klan. By the end of the five 
day trek, Moore was exhausted. 
He snuck into a press tent, where 
he was offered food and comfort-
able rest. From inside the tent he 
heard the sounds and voices of an 
all- star concert put on by Harry 
Belafonte, Nina Simone and oth-
ers. 

As a student, Moore picked 
up a love for history which con-
tinues to this day. Swept up into 
a defining moment of strength and 
bravery in black history, Moore 
looks back, proud he was able to 
participate.

“I was young at the time and 
it was fun for a while, because 
they let you out of school. When 
they turned the dogs and teargas 
on us, it wasn’t fun no more,” 
he said. “The whole thing about 
it is that things do change. Since 
that happened, the same building 
that where my mom and dad tried 
to register to vote, where they 
blocked them, since then, there 
have been three black mayors. 
There’s a black mayor there now.”
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An immigration rights rally brings hundreds of people to the Capitol 
in Salem on Sunday. (AP photo)

Deportations to Grow
Sweeping rewrite 
of enforcement 
policies

 (AP) -- The Trump adminis-
tration is greatly expanding the 
number of people living in the 
U.S. illegally who are considered 
a priority for deportation, includ-
ing people arrested for traffic vio-
lations, according to agency docu-
ments released Tuesday.

The documents represent a 
sweeping rewrite of the nation’s 
immigration enforcement priori-
ties.

The Homeland Security De-
partment memos, signed by Sec-
retary John Kelly, lay out that 
any immigrant living in the Unit-
ed States illegally who has been 
charged or convicted of any crime 
-- and even those suspected of a 

crime -- will now be an enforce-
ment priority. That could include 
people arrested for shop lifting or 
minor traffic offenses.

The memos eliminate far more 
narrow guidance issued under 
the Obama administration that 
resources strictly on immigrants 
who had been convicted of serious 
crimes, threats to national security 
and recent border crossers.

Kelly’s memo also describes 
plans to enforce a long-standing 
but obscure provision of the U.S. 
Immigration and Nationality Act 
that allows the government to send 
some people caught illegally cross-
ing the Mexican border back to 
Mexico, regardless of where they 
are from. It’s unclear whether the 
United States has the authority to 
force Mexico to accept foreigners. 
That provision is almost certain to 
face opposition from civil libertari-
ans and officials in Mexico.
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 

more  $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00 
Area/Oriental Rugs:  
 $25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):                                                                    
$40.00 Minimum 
Heavily Soiled Area: 
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL                                       

PRICES & SERVICES                                                    
Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949                                               

Your Carpet  
Best Cleaning 
Choice

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Another Young Life Tragically Cut Short
The need for 
alternatives to 
the streets
by loretta sMith

Our community 
recently shed tears 
for yet another 
young life tragically 
cut short in a police 
shooting. According to those 
who knew him best, Quanice 
Hayes was a much loved young 
man, full of life and promise. 

His family mourns his loss, and 
we mourn with them.

Mayor Wheeler and the 
Portland Police Bureau have 

pledged a full investi-
gation. They have my 
full support and confi-
dence.

One thing is certain: 
Too many young people 
in our community are 
at risk of suffering the 

same fate as Quanice Hayes 
because they lack meaning-
ful alternatives to the streets. 
Right now, today, right here in 

Multnomah County, there are 
30,000 young people ages 16 
to 24 who are not in school or 
at a job.

When I first got into office 
in 2011, I held a community 
meeting and asked the black 
and brown men in the room 
what it was they needed. Jobs 
and jobs training, they said.

These young people need 
opportunities to gain life skills, 
job training, mentorship, and 
positive role models.

We know this works! For 
too long we have failed to pri-

oritize programs that can help 
at-risk teens get a foothold on 
opportunity and become pro-
ductive members of our com-
munity.

Let’s not wait for the death 
of another of our youth to act 
- let’s grow these investments 
in critical programs today. To-
gether, there’s nothing we can’t 
conquer.

Loretta Smith is a member of 
the Multnomah County Board 
of Commissioners, represent-
ing north and northeast Port-
land.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

State Farm R

The Law Offices of
Patrick John Sweeney, P.C.

Patrick John Sweeney
Attorney at Law

1549 SE Ladd, Portland, Oregon

Portland: (503) 244-2080
Hillsboro: (503) 244-2081
Facsimile: (503) 244-2084
Email: Sweeney@PDXLawyer.com
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The End of an Alliance for Police Reform
White House 
ridicules 
accountability
by ebony 
slaughter-Johnson

In July 2016, 
then-Attorney Gener-
al Loretta Lynch com-
mitted the Department 
of Justice to investi-
gating the shooting 
of Alton Sterling, a black man 
who was murdered by police 
outside a convenience store in 
Baton Rouge.

The move represented the 
deepening of a tangible (if ten-
uous) relationship between the 
Department of Justice and the 
Black Lives Matter movement, 
which gained national promi-
nence in 2014 after the police 
shooting of Eric Garner.

Until this year, civil rights 
advocates and critics of police 
violence had allies in both the 
Department of Justice and the 
White House — one of whom 
was President Obama himself.

At a minimum, these allies 
were sympathetic to the fight 
for racial justice. Not infre-
quently, they were willing 

to expend their institutional 
resources to secure it. The 
fruits of this relationship in-
cluded a series of damning 
reports on police misconduct 
from Ferguson, Missouri to 

Cleveland, Chicago, 
San Francisco, and 
Baltimore.

In the age of 
Trump, that alliance 
has come to an end. 
In the false dichoto-
my between holding 

police accountable and advo-
cating for communities of col-
or, Trump has made it clear that 
his administration will come 
down on the side of the police.

Under Trump, the official 
White House website now rid-
icules the movement for police 
accountability as an effort to 
“to make life more comfortable 
for the rioter, the looter, or the 
violent disrupter.” In the Trump 
administration’s version of the 
world, protesters are disorderly 
agitators whose demands for 
justice only interfere with the 
work of good men and women 
in blue.

If law enforcement has 
found a new friend in Trump, 
it’s consistently had one in Jeff 
Sessions, the Alabama senator 

just confirmed as attorney gen-
eral — during Black History 
Month, no less.

As a senator, Sessions pub-
lished an opinion on consent 
decrees, which are agreements 
local departments make with 
Washington to reform polic-
ing practices that violate their 
citizens’ rights. Sessions called 
those deals “dangerous.”

In 2015, Sessions participat-
ed in a Senate hearing provoc-
atively titled “The War on 
Police,” during which he lam-
basted the Obama administra-
tion’s aggressive investigations 
into police misconduct. He 
called those actions evidence 
of “an agenda that’s been a 
troubling issue for a number of 
years.”

During his confirmation 
hearings, Sessions again reit-

erated his disdain for consent 
decrees, claiming that they 
“undermine respect for our po-
lice officers” and testifying that 
he might be interested in doing 
away with them altogether.

Nor has Sessions ever both-
ered to hide his disdain for 
civil rights activists. At the 
same 2015 hearing, Sessions 
chastised, “I do think it’s a real 
problem when we have Black 
Lives Matter making state-
ments that are really radical, 
that are absolutely false.”

Trump’s censure of the 
movement has been even more 
provocative. After lamenting 
the murders of Philando Cas-
tile and Alton Sterling as “ter-
rible” in the summer of 2016, 
Trump quickly changed his 
tune. He condemned police re-
form advocates for “dividing 

the country” and blamed them 
for the murders of two police 
officers in Baton Rouge.

Candidate Trump went so far 
as to claim that he’d charge his 
attorney general with leading 
an investigation into the Black 
Lives Matter movement — an 
assignment that Sessions, by 
the looks of things, would en-
thusiastically accept.

There will be more police 
shootings of black men in the 
future. There will be more pro-
tests that call for justice for 
these victims. But with a De-
partment of Justice led by Jeff 
Sessions, people who want jus-
tice will be on their own.

Ebony Slaughter-Johnson is 
a freelance writer whose work 
covers history, race, and the 
criminalization of poverty. Dis-
tributed by OtherWords.org.
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Honoring Black History Month
Capt. Jeffrey Ward (center), the commanding officer of the amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard, joins representatives of the 
ship’s heritage committee to celebrate Black History Month. The Navy ship is forward-deployed to Sasebo, Japan.
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TWO LOCATIONS
3311 NE MLK Jr. Blvd, Portland OR 97212

503-206-3911  • Mon-Sat 9am-7pm • Closed Sunday

5408 NE M L King Blvd, Portland, OR 97211
503- 335-0271  • Mon-Sat 9am-7pm • Sunday Open 11am-5pm

Saluting Martin Luther King Jr.

Over 5,000 Hair Care & Nail Care Items

Samantha Montgomery in “Presenting Princess Shaw,” in inspired 
film about a talented singer who becomes an Internet sensation 
after toiling in obscurity for years.

Frame and the Portland Interna-
tional Film Festival. It invites you 

My Top 10 Films of 2016
Continued FroM Page 7 to travel for awhile with a talented 

black woman, Samantha Mont-
gomery, who channels her yearn-
ing to be a singer into videos post-

producer who found her and built 
some amazing recordings around 
her work using the work of other 
YouTube musicians. The process 
and the result resonate profound-
ly of all the voices who never 
rise above obscurity because of 
their social locations; this buoy-
ant voice, who fought so valiant-
ly to be heard, deserves a listen. 
The film is available by stream-
ing. [Not rated; should have been 
nominated for an Academy Award 
for Best Documentary Feature; on 
at least one other critic's top 10 
list.]

"Zootopia" is one of the best 
animated films I have ever seen. 
It combines a very engaging sto-
ry and lots of clever elements 
with a remarkably solid illustra-
tion of the principles of equity 
and inclusion, all without feeling 
the least bit preachy or forced. I 
was shocked to find that a group 
of eight people are credited with 
the screenplay; usually that results 
in a studio product with no emo-
tional core. Not so here; even in a 
fantasy world where animals live 
together in harmony, the story as-
pires to demonstrate what it might 
look like to actually do the work 
of creating a society that creates 
space for each person to succeed 
as themselves. It also illustrates 
the challenges of doing so. I liter-
ally have been referring people to 
this film for some good instruction 
on what equity looks like prac-
ticed well.  I love the idea that this 
film is sewing the principles of 
equity into the minds of children 
everywhere. Brilliant. [Rated PG 
for some thematic elements, rude 
humor and action; nominated 
for, and should win, the Academy 
Award for Best Animated Feature; 
should have received a nomina-
tion for Best Original Screenplay 
(eight writers); on at least 26 oth-
er critics' top 10 lists.]

"Loving" beautifully tells the 
story of the couple who success-
fully challenged miscegenation 
laws all the way to the Supreme 
Court and won. It's important 
that stories like this are told, and 
told well, and writer-director Jeff 
Nichols does so here with emo-
tional honesty and restraint that 
befits its subjects. Ruth Negga 
deserves the accolades she has re-
ceived for her performance as the 
gentle Mildred Loving; both she 
and Joel Edgerton capture the dig-
nity of this couple and the courage 

ed on YouTube. The filmmaker set 
out to make a film about YouTube 
users and ended up stumbling on 
a goldmine; Montgomery's raw 
authenticity and hope will inspire 
you, as it did the Israeli music 

it took them to simply love each 
other. [Rated PG-13 for themat-
ic elements; nominated for, and 
should win, the Academy Award 
for Best Actress (Ruth Negga); 
should have received nominations 
for Best Picture and Best Director 
and Best Original Screenplay (Jeff 
Nichols); on at least 24 other crit-
ics' top 10 lists.]

"Paterson" manages to cap-
ture something quite profound 
about the importance of poetry and 
contemplative practice. Its protag-
onist, a bus driver poet beautifully 
played by Adam Driver, inspired 
me with his mindful approach to 
living, aligning with a rhythm that 
hums around us but that most of 
us ignore. Even watching this film 
helped me to slow down and savor 
a sense of flow, and I appreciate 
writer-director Jim Jarmusch's re-
lentlessly intuitive approach to the 
artistic process. [Rated R for some 
language; should have received 
Academy Award nominations for 
Best Picture, Best Director and 
Best Original Screenplay (Jim 
Jarmusch), and Best Actor (Adam 
Driver); on at least 69 other crit-
ics' top 10 lists.]

And finally, "Aquarius" offers 
an all-too-rare opportunity for in-
depth exploration of the vitality 
and complex perspective of an 
older woman. Clara, played by the 
great Sonia Braga (who deserved 
an Oscar nomination for Best Ac-
tress), is a widow, a grandmother, 
a charming friend, a doting moth-
er and aunt, and also a formidable 
person who insists on standing 
her ground in a fight that she is 
unlikely to win. In a time when 
fighting corruption feels especial-
ly vital but also often hopeless in 
the short term, Braga and writer 
director Kleber Mendonça Filho 
give us a uniquely Brazilian story 
which also contains real and uni-
versal wisdom about the dynamics 
of standing up for one's own truth. 
[Not rated; in Portuguese; should 
have received nominations for 
Best Foreign Language Picture, 
Best Original Screenplay (Kleber 
Mendonça Filho), and Best Ac-
tress (Sonia Braga); on at least 5 
other critics' top 10 lists].

Darleen Ortega is a judge on 
the Oregon Court of Appeals and 
the first woman of color to serve 
in that capacity. Her movie re-
view column Opinionated Judge 
appears regularly in The Port-
land Observer.
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Local high school students who are semifinalists this year’s August Wilson Red Door Project are pictured with members of the Red Door team. On Monday, 
Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. at the Newmark Theater, downtown, the students will perform works by the master black playwright August Wilson and compete for a 
chance to perform at the August Wilson Theatre on Broadway in New York.

Unapologetically Ethnic
Students perform 
works by master 
black playwright

What does it mean to present an 
evening of theatre and music that is 
unapologetically ethnic? According to 
the August Wilson Red Door Project, 
you start with talented and determined 
Portland area high school students 
performing works from the master 
black playwright, then move to Hands 
Up, a series of monologues about law 
enforcement and the black communi-
ty, and then weave through it all music 
that has helped forge a culture – from 

blues to jazz to hip hop. 
The August Wilson Red Door Proj-

ect Monologue Competition will be 
held Monday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. at the 
Newmark Theater, downtown. The 
event is free, but reservations are re-
quired by visiting reddoorproject.org 
for tickets.

Red Door is a national showcase 
for high school age students who 
have the grit and spirit to embark on 
a challenging journey. Professional 
actors and directors train students to 
master Wilson’s complex characters, 
lyrical language, and astute depiction 
of African American experience and 
culture.

At the Newmark, the students will 

vie for a chance to perform at the Au-
gust Wilson Theatre on Broadway in 
New York, competing against peers 
from 10 other cities, including major 
theatre centers like New York, Bos-
ton, Chicago and Seattle. Local and 
national contest winners receive cash 
prizes, exposure, and opportunities to 
continue their studies.  In 2014, the na-
tional winners in New York met Den-
zel Washington, director and star of 
August Wilson’s play, Fences, which 
is now enjoying tremendous critical 
and audience acclaim as a film.

“This is an important program for 
Portland especially,” said Kevin Jones 
of Portland, the chief executive officer 
and artistic director of the Red Door.  

“We have more millennials moving 
here than any other city in the coun-
try, and they’re bringing a different 
paradigm. They don’t think of race 
the same way older generations do. 
The fact that the AWMC celebrates a 
playwright of color and performers of 
all colors makes it not only about the-
atre—it’s directly connected to equity 
and our city’s future.”  

The Red Door Project’s mission is 
to change the racial ecology of Port-
land through the arts.  In 2016, they 
presented Hands Up, a series of seven 
monologues about law enforcement 
and the African American communi-
ty, written by black writers and per-
formed by black actors.
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Showdogs is a full service salon. We do baths, 
all over hair cuts, tooth brushing, nail trims, soft 
claws, flea treatments, mud baths, and ear clean-
ing. We also have health care and grooming prod-
ucts to keep your pet clean in between visits.
Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique

926 N. Lombard
Portland, OR 97217

503-283-1177
9am-7pm
10am-4pm

Tuesday-Saturday
Monday

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings
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A young woman walks into the afterlife in ‘Kati Kati,’ a remarkable first feature by director Mbithi 
Masya of Kenya, playing again Wednesday, Feb. 22 at the Portland International Film Festival.

Photo Courtesy Zeitgeist FilMs

Chen Gang is taxi driver Lao Shi in ‘Old Stone,’ a gritty, realistic 
style film presenting a grim view of modern-day China.

International Films to Enjoy in Final Days
oPinionAted   
  Judge

by  
darleen 
ortega

As the Portland International 
Film Festival draws to a close, it 
looks like I will catch at least 40 
screenings. Here are five films that 
are among those you can see in the 
final days of PIFF:

“Kati Kati,” a Kenyan/Ger-
man production set in the after-
life, is one of the most intriguing 
films I’ve seen at PIFF this year. It 
opens with a young woman wan-
dering in the Kenyan grasslands. 
She walks onto the grounds of a 
resort with about 20 other young 
Kenyans, and one of them informs 
her that she has arrived at Kati 
Kati, and she is there because she 
(like the other residents) is dead. 
Her predictable attempt to run re-
veals that isn’t an option. Appar-
ently unlike the rest, the young 

woman, Kaleche, has no idea of 
her own history or life, and her 
questions frequently don’t elicit 

answers that satisfy. It’s a smart 
choice for the filmmaker, who 
keeps us in a state of emerging 
consciousness that helps us empa-
thize with these souls, who need 
to make a transition but fight to 
understand what and how. Their 
world contains enough details 
to feel real, but the director still 
leaves a lot unanswered, so that 
we, like Kaleche, are left to strug-
gle to find what progress from this 
place requires and will mean. It’s a 
remarkable first feature for direc-
tor Mbithi Masya, and plays again 
on Wednesday, Feb. 22.

“Maliglutit” seeks to be a 
western, but one faithful to the 
life of Inuit people. Inspired by 
the classic John Ford film, “The 
Searchers,” it immerses the audi-

Happy Birthday Dad! We Love 
and Appreciate You! Wishing 
you many more!  U R Blessed.

Happy Birthday, Chylli; 
From Raw, Nykki & Lamar. 
We Love You!
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$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year

(please include check with this subscription form)
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Telephone:                  
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or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

503-288-0033

Edgy, Versatile and Fresh
The Latin Grammy nominated female band Mariachi Flor de Toloache 
bring their edgy, versatile and fresh take on traditional Mexican music to 
the Newmark Theatre, downtown, on Thursday, Feb. 23 at 7:30 p.m.
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Black in America Exhibit 
-- As part of Black History 
Month, the Pan-African Com-
mons at Portland State University is 
hosting an exhibit of 20 posters depicting 
artifacts from the Smithsonian’s new National Muse-
um of African American History and Culture. The ex-
hibit is free and open throughout February from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. daily in PSU’s Smith Memorial Union.

Cascade Festival of Af-
rican Films -- Portland 
Community College 
hosts the longest-run-
ning annual African 
film festival in the U.S. 
during Black History 
Month and into the first 
week of March. The screening of 23 vibrant films will 
mostly take place at the Moriarty Auditorium on the 
PCC Cascade Campus, 705 N. Killingsworth. For a 
complete schedule, visit africanfilmfestival.org.

Portland International Film Fes-
tival -- The Portland International 
Film Festival pulls together a multi-
faceted experience during February 
with over 160 films from around the 
world with the screenings and spe-
cial events at venues across the city 
in association with the NW Film 

Center at the Portland Art Museum. Explore the lineup 
and get information about tickets at nwfilm.org.

Music Millennium Free Shows -- The Music Mil-
lennium, 3158 E. Burnside, regularly hosts a series of 
in-house live performances. Enjoy free music and the 
opportunity to meet artists. Call 503-231-8926 for a 
current schedule.

One-Woman Mu-
sical -- “His Eye is 
on the Sparrow,’ a 
stirring one-wom-
an musical that 
celebrates the life 
of groundbreaking 
black artist Ethel 
Waters, a groundbreaking Vaudeville performer who 
broke racial barriers to emerge a Broadway and Hol-
lywood star, is now playing through March 26 at The 
Armory, downtown.

Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman Sylves-
ter plays Friday, Feb. 24 at Clyde’s; Saturday, Feb. 25 
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B U S I N E S S G u i d e

PLATINUM
FADE

SALON
Sherman Jackson

cell 503-891-5905

M-F 9:00am-9:00pm
Sat 8:00am-9:00pm

Sun 11:00am-6:00pm

5010 NE 9th, Unit A
Portland, Oregon 97211

503-284-2989

We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050
Fax 503-227-8757

michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

State Farm R

Agent

Providing 
Insurance 

and Financial 
Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, 
Illinois 61710

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Shalon Xcellence
Owner/Stylist

8407 NE Fremont
Portland, OR 97220

503-890-6814
shalonda70@gmail.com

for the Mardi Gras Party at 
Prime Time in Forest Grove; 

and Tuesday, Feb. 28 at Duff’s 
Garage for a special Fat Tuesday 

show with the New Iberians.

Life on Their Own Terms -- “Swimming While 
Drowning,” a world 
premiere play about two 
homeless teens who find 
inspiration to live life on 
their own terms, is now 
playing through Satur-
day, Feb. 25 at Milagro, 
Portland’s premier Lati-
no theater at 525 S.E. Stark St.

Black Out Beer Fest – Lompoc Brewing presents its 
“Black Out Beer Fest” featuring more than 25 rotating 
dark beers from Oregon and southwest Washington, 
Saturday, Feb. 25 from noon to 10 p.m. at the Side-
bar, 3901A N. Williams Ave., a heated tent in the Fifth 
Quadrant Parking Lot. A portion of the proceeds will 
go to the Community Transitional School.

History Hub -- Oregon Historical Society exhibit 
for young people explores the topic of diversity with 
interactive objects and pictures that tell the stories of 
the people of Oregon, past and present. With puzzles, 
touch screen activities and board games, History Hub 
asks students to consider questions like “Who is an 
Oregonian?,” “How has discrimination and segrega-
tion affected people who live in Oregon?,” and “How 
can you make Oregon a great place for everyone?” 

Breakout Tuesdays Hip Hop -- JAMN 107.5 and 
Cool Nutz from the Breakout Show present Breakout 
Tuesdays each third Tuesday of the month at the Ash 
Street, 225 S.W. Ash. The shows will feature perfor-
mances from some of the top rappers from the North-
west. Hosted by Juma Blaq and DJ Fatboy.

Clothing Closet -- Each first Saturday of the month, 
a complimentary breakfast and clothing drive takes 
place at First AME Zion Church, 4304 N. Vancouver 
Ave. The goal is to clothe and feed Portland one per-
son at a time. For more information, call Nydia Camp-
bell-Pullom at 503-317-1089.

3539 N. Williams Ave 
Suite #2

Portland, Or 97227

Call for Appointment: 503-228-6140

Dr. Marcelitte Failla
Chiropractic PhysicianGentle, Effective 

Chiropractic Care
Specializing in:
• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Workers compensation
• Headaches
• Neck, Shoulder and  
Back Pain

esseNce Hair DesigN
4710A NE 

MLK Jr Blvd 
Portland

OR, 97211

bfade67@
gmail.com

Advertise

with diversity in

The Portland Observer

BUSINESS
GUIDE

Call 503-288-0033

ads@portlandobserver.com
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William Grant Still

The Music of 
William Grant Still
UP orchestra 
celebrates Black 
History Month

The community is invited 
to celebrate Black History 
Month with a free concert by 
the University of Portland or-
chestra featuring the music of 
the late William Grant Still, 
known as “The Dean” of Af-
rican American composers.

The free and open to the 
public performance will be 
held Sunday, Feb. 26 at 3 p.m. 
in Buckley Center Auditori-
um, 5000 N. Willamette Blvd.

Led by conductor David 
De Lyser, the orchestra will 
perform Still’s 1930 “Af-

Michael Allen Harrison and Julianne Johnson will perform a 
concert benefitting youth at the Salvation Army in Rockwood 
on Thursday, Feb. 23 at 7:30 p.m.

Benefit Concert in Rockwood
As part of its daily mission 

to low income families and 
children, the Salvation Army in 
Rockwood will host a benefit 
concert to support after school 
programs including the Gresh-
am Music Academy.

“An Evening with Michael 
Allen Harrison and Julianne 
Johnson” will be on Thursday, 

Feb. 23 at 7 p.m., featuring the 
two talented musicians from 
Portland along with member of 
the Salvation Army Gresham 
Music Academy. Admission is 
just $15 per person. 

The evening will also include 
hors d’oeuvres, desserts, a silent 
and live auction, and student 
and family testimonials.

Continued on Page 22
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The Book can be found a four locations:

Amazon.com 

Barnes & Noble 
Bookstore
1317 Lloyd Ctr
Portland, OR 97232

Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Bookstore
12000 Se 82nd Ave
Happy Valley, OR 97086” 

Broadway Books
1714 NE Broadway St,  
Portland, OR 97232

Today’s Little  
Scholars Childcare

Today’s little Scholars Childcare is dedicated to 
providing high quality childcare and educational 
activities for children ages 3 to 5.  We offer an age 
appropriate curriculum by licensed staff that was 
developed to prepare them for school and strengthen 
their skills.  Contact us today to schedule a tour of 
our safe environment that promotes learning in a child 
friendly atmosphere

ENROLLING NOW!  Call 1-800-385-8594

• Developmentally Age Appropriate Pre-school Curriculum
• Child Friendly Atmosphere 
• Competitive Rates 
• Open 7:00am To 6:30pm (5 days A Week)
• 24 Hour Childcare Now Offered @ Our In Home Location

Http://www.todayslittlescholars.com

BLACK
HISTORYMONTH

Alternative Hip Hop Live
Kilo Kish, an alternative hip hop, experimental and psychedelic pop singer based in New 
York City comes to Portland on Wednesday, March 1 for a performance at the Rosewood 
Theater, downtown, part of a national tour of 26 cities with Vince Staples.

Finding fame as a fearless noise rap poet in 
New York, Mykki Blanco, brings his explo-
sive gender bender show to Portland’s Holo-
cene on Wednesday, March 1 at 7 p.m.

First rising through the Afro punk scene, 
Mykki has been called the most compelling 
rapper of his generation. After two years as 
living as a transgender woman in his personal 
life, Mykki eventually stopped transitioning 
and settled into the non-binary, gender-queer 
artist he is today, according to the publicist 
for the show.

Gender Bender Rap Poet

Mykki Blanco
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood 

atmosphere.

Cannon’s 
rib exPress

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat: 11a- 9p

Rev. Dr. LeRoy Haynes Jr. Rev. J. Walter Hills II

Allen Temple Marks 68 Years
Allen Temple CME, under the 

direction of senior pastor and 
presiding Elder Rev. Dr. LeRoy 
Haynes, Jr., invites the community 
to join them for two special events 
to celebrate the congregation’s 
68th anniversary.

Rev. J. Walter Hills II, senior 
pastor of New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church and a gifted vi-
sionary who is leading his church 
to fulfilling God’s purpose, will 
be the keynote speaker. The Allen 
Temple Family and Friends anni-
versary worship service will be 
held on Sunday, March 5 at 4 p.m. 
at Maranatha Church, 4222 N.E. 
12th Ave.

The festivities continue with 
a Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, 

March 11 at 10 a.m., also at Ma-
ranatha, highlighted by praise and 
worship, fellowship, and a deli-
cious southern breakfast.  Tickets 

are available in advance or at the 
door for $20.  Contact Sister Re-
gina Green at 503-282-9813 or 
email rgreen6025@gmail.com.
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Classified/Bids

Getting People Out of  
Debt Thru Teamwork

ATTEND OUR
“FREE TRAINING”

We’re Helping 
Our Team Players 
Earn 10’s to 50’s+

of These
“Every Month”

Through Teamwork

Call Coach John
For an Interview

503-358-9655
or 

email:
team1won@gmail.com

Call & Listen at 877-650-8686

AREA I PLUMBERS JATC
SUITE B-3

15800 SW BOONES FERRY RD.
LAKE OSWEGO, OR 97035

Phone (503)675-0548  •  Fax (503)675-0543 
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS

AREA I Plumbers
Apprenticeship Program(Non Union)
Requirements: min 18 yrs old, HS Diploma/GED and transcript 
w/1 yr. HS algebra or higher w/passing grade or equivalent 
community college placement test.     

Accepting applications March 6-21, 2017 10 AM to 4 PM; 
Monday-Thursday(closed Fridays)

Area I Sign Installers
Apprenticeship program(Non Union)
Requirements-min 18 yrs old/HS Diploma or GED & 1 yr. HS pre-
algebra or equivalent post HS with “C” or above

Accepting applications Wednesday afternoons only  
1:30 PM – 4:30 PM.

Area I Painters 
Apprenticeship program (Non Union)
Minimum 17 years old.
Must supply proof of a GED or HS diploma
Accepting applications Wednesday afternoons only 1:30 PM 

– 4:30 PM 

Please visit our website www.areaonejatc.com
15800 SW Boones Ferry Rd, Suite B3, Lake Oswego.  

Minorities and women encouraged to apply.  

Supervising Engineer- Civil Spe-
cialty
SALARY:  $8,027.00 - 

$10,703.00 Monthly
OPENING DATE: 02/20/17 
CLOSING DATE: 3/10/17 at 4:30pm 
THE POSITION: 
The Portland Bureau of 
Transportation (PBOT) is recruiting 
for a Supervising Engineer in the 
Civil Design Section (CDS).  This 
position is the bureau’s technical 
expert on civil design.  Strong 
communication skills (both 
written and verbal), ability to solve 
problems, build relationships, 
plan work, allocate resources, 
and budgeting are critical to the 
success of the section and the 
bureau.  For more information 
or to apply, please visit www.
portlandoregon.gov/jobs starting 
February 20th 2017

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Multnomah County
Central Courthouse

Portland, Oregon
Bid Package #5: Drilled Shafts, Waterproofing, 

Steel, Roofing & Fire Suppression
Pre-Bid Meeting: February 22  8:00am
Bids Due: March 15  2:00pm
Bid Documents: www.hoffmancorp.com/subcontractors

805 SW Broadway, Suite 2100, Portland, OR 97205
Phone (503) 221-8811  •  Bid Fax (503) 221-8888

BIDS@hoffmancorp.com
Hoffman is an equal opportunity employer and requests sub-bids from 
all interested firms including disadvantaged, minority, women, disabled 
veterans and emerging small business enterprises

OR CCB#28417 / LIC HOFFMCC164NC

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
METRO

On Call Creative Development and Design Services
RFP 3285

The Communications department of Metro, a metropolitan 
service district organized under the laws of the State of Oregon 
and the Metro Charter, located at 600 NE Grand Avenue, Portland, 
OR 97232-2736, is requesting proposals for On-call Creative 
Development and Design Services.
Pre-Proposal Conference
A voluntary pre-proposal conference will be held on Friday, Feb. 
24 , 2017, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Metro Regional Center 
building, Room 270, located at 600 NE Grand Ave. , Portland, OR.
Sealed proposals are due no later than 2:00 p.m., March 23, 
2017 in Metro’s business offices at 600 NE Grand Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97232-2736, Attention: Riko Frohnmayer RFP 3285
Proposals can be viewed and downloaded from the Oregon 
Procurement Information Network (ORPIN), at http://orpin.
oregon.gov/open.dll/ .
Metro may accept or reject any or all proposals, in whole or in 
part, or waive irregularities not affecting substantial rights if such 
action is deemed in the public interest.
Metro extends equal opportunity to all persons and specifically 
encourages minority, women-owned and emerging small 
businesses to access and participate in this and all Metro 
projects, programs and services.
Metro and its contractors will not discriminate against any 
person(s), employee or applicant for employment based on race, 
creed, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, religion, 
physical handicap, political affiliation or martial status. Metro 
fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. 
For more information, or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, see 
www.oregonmetro.gov.

Advertise with diversity 
in 

The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

email ads@portlandobserver.com

Advertise with diversity 
in The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Need to publish a court 
document or notice? Need 
an affidavit of publication 
quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your 
notice for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L e g a L  N o t i c e s

Eye on the 
School Board
have also endorsed her.

“Jamila is a leader of high 
character whose experience as an 
educator, administrator, research-
er, and advocate for opportuni-
ty uniquely orients her to effect 
positive change in Portland Pub-
lic Schools,” said Andrew Colas, 
president of Colas Construction. 
“Her intelligence, passion for 
service, collaborative spirit and 
proven commitment to equity and 
inclusion would be an unmatched 
asset to our young people and I am 
proud to wholeheartedly support 
her candidacy.”  

“We need smart, capable lead-
ers at the Portland School Board 
to help us improve achievement 
and forge partnerships with the 
community,” said Avel Gordly. 
“She has the skills, experience 
and style we need working for us. 
Please join me in supporting her.” 

Munson serves on state of Or-
egon’s Next Generation Working 
Group contributing to education 
accountability systems. She also 
works with novice educators and 
trainers to provide professional 
educational development, partic-
ularly in providing rigorous and 
culturally relevant instruction, and 
content that resonates with today’s 
diverse student population.

ro-American,” a jazz and 
blues-influenced Sympho-
ny No. 1 in A-flat. Student 
conducting associate Shel-
by Covington will conduct 
Still’s Serenade for Orches-
tra. 2016 Student Concerto 
Contest winner Tram Bui will 
also perform. 

William Grant Still com-
posed more than 150 works 
during his lifetime, including 
five symphonies and eight op-
eras. He was the first Amer-
ican composer to have an 
opera produced by the New 
York City Opera, the first Af-
rican-American to conduct a 
major American symphony 
orchestra, and the first black 
American to have an opera 
performed on national televi-
sion.

Continued FroM Page 19

William 
Grant 
Still
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Calendar February 2017

It Does Good ThingsTM

This page is sponsored by Oregon Lottery R

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

Judy Blume born, 
1938

Abraham Lincoln 
born, 1809 (16th 
President)

Get a Different 
Name Day

First Public School 
established (1635)

George Washington 
Gale Ferris born, 
1859

Ferris Wheel Day
Valentine’s Day

Norman Bridwell 
born, 1928

Susan B. Anthony 
born, 1820

Nylon Patented By 
DuPont in 1937

King Tut’s Burial 
Chamber opened in 
1923

Random Acts of 
Kindness Day

National P.T.A. 
Founder’s Day 
(1897)

Former planet, Plu-
to, Discovered By 
Clyde Tombaugh in 
1930

Phonograph Patent-
ed, Thomas Edison 
in 1878

President’s Day
John Glenn Orbits 
Earth in 1962 

Love Your Pet Day

Malcom X Assassi-
nated (1965)

Washington Mon-
ument dedicated 
(1885)

George Washington 
born, 1732

Be Humble Day
World Thinking Day

International Dog 
Biscuit Apprecia-
tion Day

U.S. Flag raised at 
Iwo Jima (1945)

Steve Jobs born, 
1955

Wilhelm Carl Grimm 
born, 1786

Quiet Day
Artist Pierre Auguste 
Renoir born, 1841

Levi Strauss born, 
1829

William F. Cody 
born, 1846 (Pony 
Express Rider)

Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow born, 
1807

International Polar 
Bear Day

Mardi Gras
Public Sleeping Day
Gold Seekers arrived 
in San Francisco 
(1849)

ence in the life of a family in the 
Arctic who experiences a brutal 
attack and must fight back to sur-
vive. The conditions and lifestyle 
here will be utterly foreign to 
most American audiences, which 
is part of what makes it fascinat-
ing viewing; acquiring and eating 
food, building shelter, and sharing 
family intimacies demand full-
body absorption, and perhaps as 
a result, dialogue does not drive 
this particular story. Impressively 
staged and filmed, this is a fasci-
nating visit to what may feel like a 
different planet. It plays again on 
Thursday, Feb.  23.

“Apprentice” opened to good 
reviews at the Cannes Film Fes-
tival and is the second film of a 
young Singaporean director, Boo 
Junfeng. Its focus is Aiman, a stoic 
young prison guard who becomes 

Continued FroM Page 16

International Films to Enjoy at PIFF
the protégée of the prison’s exe-
cutioner, Rahim.  The tight focus 
on Aiman, who lives with an older 
sister whose objection to his pris-
on job gradually becomes appar-
ent, and on the realities of working 
inside, opens space to contemplate 
the toll that such works takes on 
those who carry it out, and the lit-
tle stories we tell ourselves in or-
der to survive (or avoid) the larger 
impacts of our own actions and 
the actions of others which irre-
vocably alter us. It plays again on 
Thursday, Feb. 23.

“The Olive Tree” is a 
crowd-pleaser, with its story 
of Alma, a young farmer who 
is fiercely devoted to her gruff 
grandfather, who was fiercely 
devoted to a 2,000-year-old olive 
tree that Alma’s father and uncle 
sold against his wishes when she 
was a child. As her grandfather 
disappears further and further 

into dementia, she vows to lo-
cate the tree and, against all log-
ic, promises to bring it back to 
the family land. The film sounds 
appealing notes of respect for 
nature and one’s literal and met-
aphorical roots, and is well-acted 
and produced. The script, howev-
er, is predictable and doesn’t bear 
the ring of emotional truth; the 
family conflicts are too crudely 
presented, Alma’s love interest 
is under-developed, and there is 
a predictable corporate bad guy. 
Enjoyable only if you don’t think 
about it too hard. It plays again 
on Thursday, Feb. 23 and for an 
encore on Sunday Feb. 26.

“Old Stone” presents an ex-
ceedingly grim view of mod-
ern-day China. Told in a gritty, 
realistic style, the film follows the 
story of Lao Shi, a cab driver who 
comes to regret his decision to 
save the life of a person whom he 

has accidentally hit with his taxi 
by taking the man to the hospital 
rather than waiting for an ambu-
lance. His reward for doing so is 
to be treated with brutal coldness 
by the hospital who treats the man, 
the police, an insurance compa-
ny, and the drunk passenger who 
caused the accident, and to be sad-
dled with endless hospital bills for 
the man’s care.

The China that is relentlessly 
revealed by director Johnny Ma 
(born in Shanghai, raised in Can-
ada, and educated in New York) 
is one where all incentives are to 
avoid helping anyone and, indeed, 
to finish off anyone who might 
have a claim to recompense or 
help of any kind. Strap yourself in 
for a bleak ride; this film plays on 
Wednesday and Thursday, Feb. 22 
and 23.

“Sieranevada” will wear out 
all but the most alert and deter-

mined audience members. It takes 
place almost entirely in a laby-
rinthine apartment in Bucharest, 
where a family has gathered for 
an Eastern Orthodox traditional 
memorial gathering 40 days after 
the passing of its patriarch, Emil. 
Over nearly three hours, and per-
haps from the viewpoint of Emil 
himself, we move from room to 
room and eavesdrop as the fami-
ly members clash and talk around 
the family’s barely buried secrets 
and conflicts. The connections 
between them are mostly not ex-
plained and can only be discerned 
with the most focused attention -- 
which pays off to some extent, but 
perhaps not as much as the effort 
required would suggest. It plays 
again on Wednesday, Feb. 22. 

Darleen Ortega is a judge on 
the Oregon Court of Appeals and 
the first woman of color to serve 
in that capacity. Her movie re-
view column Opinionated Judge 
appears regularly in The Port-
land Observer. 
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