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Bluesman Norman Sylvester presents business owner and entrepreneur Paul Knauls Sr. with a plaque to honor him for his nearly 30 years of support for the home-
grown Inner City Blues Festival and the event’s sponsorship of many community causes. The recent presentation was made at Knauls’ Geneva’s Hair Perfection Barber 
and Beauty Salon as ticket sales get underway.

Community Activism and the Blues
Keeping the focus on 
‘Healthcare for All’
by terry ann rogers

A health care law which is too expen-
sive or leaves too many people without 
coverage is no solution for a large group 
of local musicians who have announced 
that the goal of universal health care will 
once again be the community issue behind 
their Inner City Blues Festival, returning 
next month to the Eagles Lodge in north 

Portland.
The April 22 concert will be a fund-

raiser for Health Care for All-Oregon, an 
advocacy organization working to bring 
an equitable, affordable, comprehensive, 
publicly-funded health care system to all 
Oregonians.

Universal health care goes way beyond 
the limits of the Affordable Care Act or 
anything that has been proposed as a re-
placement by President Trump and the Re-
publican Congress because it would pro-
vide health care and financial protection to 

all citizens.
According to the musicians backing the 

festival, the uncertainty about access to 
health care in the current political climate 
means that health care for everyone in Or-
egon is now more important than ever. A 
great many musicians and artists suffer 
greatly from the lack of medical care.

Iconic Portland bluesman Norman Syl-
vester, one of the festival’s organizers, said 
the issue for him is that health care should 
be seen as a human right.

 “I have played too many benefits for 

musicians who fell ill or more tragically 
played for their Celebration of Life,” Syl-
vester said. “They didn’t have preventative 
care because of years of not being able to 
afford healthcare.”

Portland musician Rob Shoemaker 
knows what it’s like to face huge medical 
bills without a safety net.

“When my wife needed rotator cuff 
surgery, we were forced to re-finance the 
house to cover our part of the expenses. 

Continued on page 5

Hoop Dreams 
and Gang 

Culture
A Portland 

author’s latest 
novel

See Local News, page 3

Endurance Champ 
Gives Back
Uses strength to raise 
donations for a cause
See Metro, page 9
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Protesters Target Mayor’s Home
P r o t e s t o r s 
camped out-
side of Port-
land Mayor Ted 
Wheeler’s home 
two nights last 
week. The May-
or took his response to Twitter, 
saying: “Sad to come home the 
second night in a row with pro-
testers in my front yard flipping 
me, my wife and child off. Now 
shouting threats.”

Guilty of Nightclub Murder
A 12-person jury 
Thursday unan-
imously found 
Xavier Bolden, 
26, guilty of mur-
der and sentenced 
to life in prison for 

the Nov. 9, 2013 shooting death of 
Duriel Harris outside of the now 

Mike Marshman

Chief Placed on Leave
Police Chief Mike Marshman 

and his executive assistant Adju-
tant Lieutenant Michael Leasure 
were placed on paid leave Friday 
by Mayor Ted Wheeler pending an 
investigation.

According to the Oregonian, 
sources familiar with the inqui-
ry say it stems from a police bu-
reau training, where Marshman’s 
lieutenant may have signed the 
chief in on a log suggesting he 
had attended the session, when 

he had not. Both the chief and 
mayor had declined to say what 
led to the investigation, but 
pledged full transparency upon 
its completion.

Mayor Ted Wheeler was in-
formed of the investigation by the 
Independent Police Review board 
at the close of business Thursday, 
officials said. The Mayor appoint-
ed Assistant Chief Chris Davis as 
Acting Police Chief until further 
notice.

The Week 
in Review

closed Fontaine Bleau Nightclub 
on Northeast Broadway.

Facebook Posts Sink Official
Commissioner Nick Fish’s senior 
policy director, Jim Blackwood 
Jr. announced his retirement on 
Monday, one week after local 
black activist Gregory McKel-
vey publicized Facebook posts 
that Blackwood wrote criticizing 
Black Lives protesters and high-
lighting cases where black men 
killed police officers. In one post, 
Blackwood wrote “It’s only fair” 
to name the race of “cop killers.”

Portland “Dreamer” Released
Francisco J. Dominguez, 25, a 
Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals recipient from Portland, 
was arrested without a warrant by 
federal immigration agents at his 
home on Sunday. But under pres-
sure from local advocacy groups, 
elected officials and a communi-
ty outcry, U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement released 
Dominguez from detention.

Sanctuary Funding Threat
Elected officials from Oregon, 
the city of Portland and Mult-
nomah County denounced U.S. 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ 
announcement Monday that the 
Trump administration would be-
gin withholding federal funding 
from sanctuary cities and coun-
ties. Mayor Ted Wheeler pointed 
out that the legal ability to with-
hold funds is unclear and totaled 
just more than $3 million annual-
ly, a small fraction of the overall 
city budget.



Continued on page 5

Continued on page 14

INSIDE This page
Sponsored by:

The Week in Review page 2

Classifieds pages 14

Calendar page 15

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

pages 8-13

OpiniOn pages 6-7

MetrO page 9

Page 3  March 29, 2017

spOrts
pages 8

Portland author Lono Waiwaiole and his latest fictional work ‘Leon’s Legacy.’

On Hoop Dreams and Gang Culture
Portland author and 
retired teacher’s  
latest novel
by FeLiCia sLider

the portLand observer

Basketball culture and gangs are once again inter-
twined in the latest fictional work by Portland author 
and retired teacher Lono Waiwaiole.

The former instructor and coach at Benson, Jef-
ferson and Marshall high schools has just released 
his third and newest novel ”Leon’s Legacy,” a book 
series set in late-1980s Portland, when gangs and 
drugs ran rampant.

Born in San Francisco, Waiwaiole spent his child-
hood moving up and down the West Coast. With a 

potpourri of professions that also includes an editor 
of a weekly newspaper, magazine, and professional 
poker player, his career past is just as powerful as his 
literary present.

Half Hawaiian, a quarter Italian and a quarter of 
what his family refers to as Pennsylvania Dutch, 
Waiwaiole says his tangled cultural heritage has had 
a significant impact on the way he looks at people in 
his life and in his writing.

“Leon’s Legacy,” released on Feb. 13 by Down 
and Out Books and available on Amazon.com and 
other retail outlets, searches for the motivation and 
the solutions behind gang violence.

The main characters are two protagonists; Wiley, 
the poker player and basketball passer, and his not 
so passive and competitive pal, Leon, the basketball 

Venus Hayes rejects a decision clearing police 
in the shooting death of her son Quanice Hayes.  
(KPTV photo)

No Satisfaction
Grieving mom and reform 
advocates push back

Advocates for police reforms have added their 
voices to the mother of a teenage son killed in an 
officer-involved shooting to criticize and reject a 
grand jury decision finding no criminal wrongdo-
ing.

Venus Hayes, responding to last week’s grand 
jury decision finding that police officer Andrew 
Hearst was justified in using deadly force when he 
shot her 17-year-old son, Quanice Hayes on Feb. 9, 
said she does not feel the full truth about the shoot-
ing has been revealed.

She criticized the Police Bureau and the Mult-
nomah County District Attorney’s office for the 
manner in which it has released information about 
the death and disputed the official account that 
three officers were involved, calling for a federal 
investigation. 

She accused Hearst of conducting an execu-
tion-style killing while her son was kneeling on the 
ground with no gun pointed at anyone.

The Albina Ministerial Alliance Coalition for 

Justice and Police Reform, representing the African 
American community, also called the shooting unjus-
tified and said it points to the need for independent 
oversight of Portland Police officers in the use of 



Showdogs is a full service salon. We do baths, 
all over hair cuts, tooth brushing, nail trims, soft 
claws, flea treatments, mud baths, and ear clean-
ing. We also have health care and grooming prod-
ucts to keep your pet clean in between visits.
Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique

926 N. Lombard
Portland, OR 97217

503-283-1177
9am-7pm
10am-4pm

Tuesday-Saturday
Monday

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.
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3539 N. Williams Ave 
Suite #2

Portland, Or 97227

Call for Appointment: 503-228-6140

Dr. Marcelitte Failla
Chiropractic PhysicianGentle, Effective 

Chiropractic Care
Specializing in:
• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Workers compensation
• Headaches
• Neck, Shoulder and  
Back Pain

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989
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A black man’s experience of racism is powerfully portrayed by Daniel Kaluuya in ‘Get Out,’ an uncon-
ventional new horror film.

A Film to Seep into your Consciousness
oPinionAted    Judge by  

darLeen ortega

‘Get Out’ 
awakens the soul

“Get Out,” the first contender 
so far for my list of the best films 
of 2017, is essential viewing.  
Writer-director Jordan Peele has 
accomplished something entire-
ly original and, I dare say, aston-
ishing: He has used horror film 
conventions (along with some 
welcome humor) to powerfully 
address a black man’s experience 
of racism. The menace and fear 
experienced by the film’s main 
character, Chris (played with real 
depth by Daniel Kaluuya), con-
tains important insights into real 
life for black folks and others who 
experience othering.  

See this film even if you don’t 
like horror films. Peele obviously 
knows the language of horror and 
is deliberately employing it here -- 
but the film is not likely to scare 
you in the same way that a typical 
horror film does.  It’s not about 
things that go bump in the night, 
or evil spirits, or ghosts, or slash-
ers. Peele classifies “Get Out” as 
a “social thriller,” which strikes 

me as a better description. He has 
found a way to depict something 
very true, very hard to express, 
and genuinely scary.

The first time I saw the film, 
my heart pounded through most of 
it, and I was agitated for two full 
days afterwards. The night I saw 
it again, I had a nightmare involv-
ing an actual experience of other-
ing that has happened to me many 
times. After all that, I still went to 
see the film a third time because 
it so validated my own experience 
in the world. I rarely see art that 
so accurately depicts such difficult 
parts of my own reality.

I must hasten to recognize that 
the film is primarily about black 
experience. I am not black, and 
can’t claim to know what it’s like 
to live inside a black body.  This 
film deepened my understanding 
of black experience, and is worth 
seeing for that reason alone.

It also resonated with my own 
experiences of being othered -- 
and I hope you’ll see it even if 
what you really are looking for is 
a more conventional horror film 
experience. It’s clever, and smart, 
and even entertaining. If you are 
black or a person of color, you 
may well find it triggering -- and 
yet you will be glad you saw it. If 
you are white, I hope you will en-
gage with a bit of your own heart 
on the line, and realize that this 
film has some things to teach you 
that you don’t already know.

One of the conventions of hor-
ror films is that the audience sees 
danger coming that the protago-
nist doesn’t see, and wants to yell, 
“Get out!” It’s part of the fun. By 
centralizing black experience in a 

way we rarely see, Peele affords 
people of color, particularly black 
folks, an advantage as viewers; 
they know in their bones where 
the land mines are. His employ-
ment of the horror genre to do this 
feels wonderfully subversive, giv-
en the long history in films and lit-
erature of depicting black men as 
a threat to white women. This is a 
story of an entirely different kind 
of jeopardy.

If you’re white, recognize that 
your experience of the film will 
be very different than a black 
person’s experience -- and how 
could it be otherwise? How of-
ten do we see films that really 
centralize black experience in a 
truthful way? Chris’s friend Rod 
(my favorite character, astutely 
played by comedian LilRel How-
ery) is the stand-in for “woke” 
black audience members; he is 
the truth-teller who most people 
would see in real life (as in the 
film) as hysterical at worst and as 
comic relief at best. And one of 
the most painful aspects of being 
othered is that one can’t talk about 
one’s experience without sound-
ing crazy or hysterical.

It’s best to go into the film 
blank, and I aim here to avoid 
spoilers while encouraging you 
to pay closer attention than you 
might be inclined to do. So I’ll 
say only that the story involves 
a weekend trip by Chris and his 
Caucasian girlfriend Rose to visit 
her parents for the first time.  Peele 
has packed the film with intention-
al cues that reward attention and 
repeated viewings; listen especial-

Continued on page 15
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Good in the Hood 
presented by

Our old mortgage would have 
been paid off three years ago. As 
it is, at age 62, I have 12 years 
of house payments still ahead of 
me,” Shoemaker said.

LaRhonda Steele, another fa-
vorite Portland blues and soul 
artist, said universal health care to 
her means freedom.

“Without the concerns of enor-
mous medical debt, we are allowed 
to be fully who we are. Also the 
weight of concern for our brothers 
and sisters who can’t afford prop-
er health care would be lifted and 
thus lifting all our hearts.”

The Inner City Blues Festival 
grew out of the Rainbow Coali-
tion in 1988, a year Americans 
entertained the thought of our first 
black president with the campaign 
of Jesse Jackson. Bob Gross, Ken 

Continued From Front

Community Activism and the Blues
Cropper and Norman Sylvester, 
along with a group of other ded-
icated local activists, helped plan 
the first festival to promote Jack-
sons’ candidacy. The festival grew 
to support a variety of community 
causes over the next 10 years.

When the campaign for univer-
sal health care took off in Oregon 
in 2011, the festival was revived 
as a benefit for the cause and is 
now in its sixth year, drawing hun-
dreds of fans.

The 6th Annual Inner City 
Blues Festival, “Healing the 
Healthcare Blues,” returns April 
22 to the North Portland Eagles 
Lodge, 7611 N. Exeter., at Lom-
bard Street. Doors will open at 5 
p.m. and the music runs until mid-
night.  

The lineup of stars performing 
to support the cause will include 
the Norman Sylvester Band, Obo 

Addy Legacy Project “Okro-
pong,” Mary Flower, Tevis Hodge 
Jr., Mic Crenshaw, the Shoehorn, 
Stangetones & Volcano Vixens, 
Bloco Alegria, Steve Chesebor-
ough, Lloyd “Have Mercy” Jones, 
Tony Ozier “Doo Doo Funk,” the 
Mad as Hell Doctors, Nurses & 
Interns, and celebrity MCs Paul 
Knauls, Renee Mitchell and Ken 
Boddie.

Tickets are now on sale. Ad-
mission is $20 in advance and 
$25 at the door. Tickets are avail-
able at Music Millennium, 3158 
E Burnside; Geneva’s Shear 
Perfection, 5601 N.E. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd.; Peninsula 
Station, 8316 N. Lombard; and 
the Musician’s Union Hall, 325 
N.E. 20th Ave.  Tickets are $25 
at the door.

Terry Ann Rogers is an Inner 
City Blues Festival volunteer.

deadly and excessive force.
“How can you put a bullet 

through the head of a young teen-
ager on his knees, as well as two 
additional bullets in his body,” a 
statement from the AMA group 
said. “We know the PPB is trained 
to shoot for the center mass, so 
the shot to the head is inconsistent 
with training.

“This is why we need stron-
ger, independent oversight of the 
Portland Police Officers in the use 
of deadly and excess force,” the 
AMA statement said.

According to grand jury tran-
scripts made public, Officer Hearst 
testified that he shot Hayes with 
his AR-15 rifle when the teenager 
reached for his waistband. Hearst 
told the jury he thought Hayes was 
reaching for a gun. Hearst said he 
never saw the gun but was sure he 
had one based on previous reports.

Just before the deadly con-
frontation, Hayes allegedly used 
a replica gun to rob a man of his 
state food benefits card outside 
a Northeast 82nd Avenue motel 
and was a suspect in a reported 
car prowl. Police said an exam-
ination of a replica firearm found 
just a few feet from Hayes’ body, 
showed Hayes’ DNA on the gun.

The officer-involved shooting 
has increased tensions between 
police and members of the African 
American community. It contin-
ues a pattern in Multnomah Coun-
ty where the district attorney and 
grand juries have never indicted 
a white police officer for killing 
or using excessive force against a 
black person or Latino in the his-
tory of the city, the AMA said.

Police will conduct an internal 
review of the shooting death.

No 
Satisfaction

Continued From page 3
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

New Prices 
Effective
April 1, 2017

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL                                       

PRICES & SERVICES                                                    
Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $49.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 
Area/Oriental Rugs:  
 $25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):                                                                    
$40.00 Minimum 
Heavily Soiled Area: 
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying) The Rising Scourge of Voter Suppression

A call to action 
by the NAACP

(Editor’s note: The following 
statement regarding the issue of 
voter suppression was issued last 
week by the NAACP.)

On the 52nd anniversary of the 
Selma to Montgomery march, the 
NAACP is sending a letter to all 
governors, attorneys general and 
secretaries of state across the na-
tion regarding what it sees as the 
unaddressed and expanding issue 
of politically rampant and civical-
ly repugnant voter suppression.

Our epistle of democracy is 
being sent in the spirit of Selma 
and is symbolically signed with 
the blood, sweat, and tears of 
American martyrs and the foot 
soldiers of the movement. In 
coming days, our message will 
be consecrated with more resis-
tance, more civil disobedience, 
as well as more advocacy in the 
courts and community. In the 
name of millions of disenfran-
chised citizens and our imperiled 
democracy and in honor of those 
who gave their lives working to 

ensure full voting rights, we call 
on our public servants to do the 
following:

Strongly and publicly support 
the “Voter Empowerment Act” 
when it is reintroduced in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, and call 
upon your state’s federal represen-
tatives to provide strong support 
for the bill. The Voter Empower-
ment Act would modernize voting 
procedures throughout the United 
States, requiring automatic regis-
tration of eligible voters, making 
it easier for citizens to cast their 
ballots, and making voter intimi-
dation in federal elections a crim-
inal offense. This bill deserves 
the strong support of anyone who 
truly cares about improving the 
level of civic participation in this 
nation.

Strongly and publicly support 
the “Voting Rights Advancement 
Act” when it is reintroduced in 
the U.S. Senate, and call upon 
your federal representatives to 
become original cosponsors of 
the bill.  The Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act would restore 
critically-needed voting protec-
tions by requiring preclearance 

for voting changes introduced 
in states with a recent history of 
voter suppression.  This would 
reduce the need for litigation to 
enforce voting protections and 
would avoid the embarrassment 
of federal court decisions finding 
that state actors intentionally en-
gaged in voter suppression direct-
ed at vulnerable populations.

Strongly encourage your 
state’s federal representatives, 
the U.S. Congress and President 
Trump to increase staffing in the 
Civil Rights Division of the U.S. 
Department of Justice.  The Civil 
Rights Division prosecutes viola-
tions of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, the National Voter Regis-
tration Act, and other federal vot-
ing requirements. Until Congress 
restores the preclearance provi-
sions of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, the Civil Rights Division’s 
litigation efforts will remain cru-
cial to ensuring protection of the 
voting rights of our citizens.

Call upon President Trump to 
disband his task force on so-called 
“voter fraud” and to replace it 
with a task force on reducing vot-
er suppression.  As noted above, 

there is no evidence that voter 
fraud is a problem warranting the 
expenditure of public resources 
on a White House task force.  On 
the other hand, voter suppres-
sion is a very real problem, as 
many recent court decisions have 
shown.  President Trump simply 
must “get over” the fact that he 
lost the popular vote and focus on 
the real problems in our elector-
al system – low participation and 
voter suppression.

Promptly report voter suppres-
sion efforts in your state to the 
Civil Rights Division at the U.S. 
Department of Justice, to the U.S. 
Attorney in the relevant judicial 
district, and to the NAACP’s Of-
fice of General Counsel (legal@
naacpnet.org; 410-580-5790. Ab-
sent a preclearance regime, orga-
nizations resisting voter suppres-
sion efforts must have as much 
notice as possible in order to 
challenge such measures before 
they go into effect. The NAACP’s 
legal team stands ready to receive 
your reports.

Founded in 1909, the NAACP is 
the nation’s oldest and largest non-
partisan civil rights organization.
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Why We Can’t Support Supreme Court Nominee
Gorsuch falls short 
on civil rights
by marC h. moriaL

 “Based upon our 
review of Judge Gor-
such’s record, we have 
concerns that he has a 
narrow view of rights 
that are protected by 
the Constitution, as 
well as a skeptical view about the im-
portance of protecting those rights in 
the courtroom. In short, Judge Gor-
such’s record does not allow us to sup-
port his nomination for the Supreme 
Court at this time.” – Lawyer’s Com-
mittee on Civil Rights.

The importance of a Supreme Court 
Justice’s commitment to protecting 
civil rights cannot be overstated. Much 
of the progress this nation has made on 
issues of equal opportunity are due to 
Supreme Court rulings such as Brown 
v. Board of Education, Loving v. Vir-
ginia, Obergefell v. Hodges and Texas 
Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Affairs v. The Inclusive Commu-
nities Project, Inc.

The Supreme Court has also re-
gressed on civil rights, as with Shelby 

No Cash Reserves to Get Through Hard Times
You’re not alone in 
trying to stay afloat
by ChuCk CoLLins

Are you or a loved 
one having trou-
ble staying afloat? 
You’re truly not 
alone.

While the media 
reports low unem-
ployment and a rising stock market, the 
reality is that almost 20 percent of the 
country lives in “Underwater Nation,” 
with zero or even negative net worth. 
And more still have almost no cash re-
verses to get them through hard times.

This is a source of enormous stress 
for many low and middle-income fam-
ilies.

Savings and wealth are vital life pre-
servers for people faced with job loss, 
illness, divorce, or even car trouble. 
Yet an estimated 15 to 20 percent of 
families have no savings at all, or owe 
more than they own.

They’re disproportionately rural, fe-
male, renters, and people without a col-
lege degree. But the underwater ranks 

also include a large number of people 
who appear to be in the stable middle 
class. Health challenges are a major 
cause of savings depletion for these 
people, both in medical bills and lost 
wages.

Plenty more Americans could be 
vulnerable.

A financial planner will advise you 
to put aside three months of living 
expenses in financial reserves, just in 
case. So if your living expenses are 
$2,000 a month, you should try to have 
$6,000 in “liquidity” — money you 
can easily get to in an emergency.

But 44 percent of households don’t 
have enough funds to tide themselves 
over for three months, even if they 
lived at the poverty level, according to 
the Assets and Opportunity Scorecard.

Even having a positive net worth 
doesn’t mean you can always tap these 
funds, especially if wealth takes the 
form of home equity or owning a car.

A Bankrate survey found that 63 
percent of U.S. households lack the 
cash or savings to meet a $1,000 emer-
gency expense. They’d have to borrow 
from a friend or family, or put costs on 
a credit card.

Seven percent of U.S. homeown-
ers are underwater homeowners, with 
mortgage debt higher than the value of 
their homes. And more and more peo-
ple have taken on credit card debt to 
pay the bills. Meanwhile, student debt 
is rising rapidly and is projected to be-
come one of the biggest factors in neg-
ative wealth.

Conservative scolds will blame 
individuals for “living beyond their 
means” and being financially irrespon-
sible. And individual behavior is im-
portant. But the financial stresses fac-
ing millions of families are more likely 
the result of four decades of stagnant 
incomes.

Half the workers in this country ha-
ven’t shared in the economic gains that 
have mostly gone to the rich. Their real 
wages have stayed flat while health 
care, housing, and other expenses con-
tinue to rise.

So not everyone is on the edge at this 
time of dizzying inequality, after all. 
The 400 wealthiest billionaires in the 
U.S. have as much wealth together as 
the bottom 62 percent of the population.

This is only possible because of the 
expanding ranks of drowning Ameri-

cans.
Some politicians will scapegoat im-

migrants or other vulnerable people 
for this suffering. When this happens, 
hold on tight to your purse or wallet. 
They’re trying to distract you from the 
rich and powerful elites who are rig-
ging the rules to get more wealth and 
power.

They want to deflect your attention 
away from the reality that your eco-
nomic pain is the result of deliberate 
government rules that give more tax 
cuts to the super-rich and global corpo-
rations, keep wages down, push up tu-
ition costs, and let corporations nickel 
and dime you for all you’re worth.

Congress and the Trump administra-
tion are proposing to cut health care, 
pass more tax cuts for the rich, and 
give global corporations even more 
power over you. They promise benefits 
will “trickle down.”

Unless we speak up, the only trickle 
will be the expansion of Underwater 
Nation.

Chuck Collins is a senior scholar at 
the Institute for Policy Studies and a 
co-editor of Inequality.org.  Distribut-
ed by OtherWords.org.

County v. Holder, which struck down 
a key provision of the Voting Rights 
Act and led to a proliferation of racial-
ly-motivated voter suppression laws 
throughout the nation.

More than most other communities, 
the future of African Americans’ rights 
and opportunities hang on the confir-
mation of a Supreme Court justice.

That’s why the National Urban 
League cannot support the nomination 
of Judge Neill Gorsuch.

Beyond the level of scholarship and 
judicial experience required of a Jus-
tice, which Judge Gorsuch does appear 
to meet, a Supreme Court Justice must 
have demonstrated what the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights called “a 
profound respect for the importance 
of protecting the civil rights afforded 
by the Constitution and the nation’s 

civil rights laws based on a large body 
of civil rights opinions or comparable 
information from statements and activ-
ities other than service on the bench.”

We see no such respect demonstrat-
ed by Judge Gorsuch.

As I have maintained since the an-
nouncement of his nomination, what 
I find most troubling in the record of 

Judge Gorsuch is his apparent criticism 
of those who have sought advancement 
of individual rights through the courts.

He consistently has ruled against the 
rights of workers and consumers who 
were harmed by employers and corpo-
rations, and against disabled students 
pursuing their right to a meaningful 
education.

In fact, even as he sat before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee last week, 
the Supreme Court overwhelmingly re-

jected his opinion that a school district 
complies with the law so long as they 
provide educational benefits that “must 
merely be ‘more than de minimis.’” In 
other words, according to Judge Gor-
such, a school district can meet its ob-
ligation to disabled students with little 
more than nothing.

Of course, no serious discussion of 

Judge Gorsuch’s confirmation can ignore 
the fact that his nomination was the result 
of an egregious dereliction of duty by the 
Senate, who refused to give President 
Obama’s nominee, Merrick Garland, the 
hearing he was due. The Senate’s failure 
with regard to that nomination does not 
bode well for its ability to keep partisan-
ship from tainting the process.

Marc H. Morial is president and 
chief executive officer of the National 
Urban League.

As I have maintained since the announcement of his 
nomination, what I find most troubling in the record of Judge 
Gorsuch is his apparent criticism of those who have sought 
advancement of individual rights through the courts.
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Happy 13th Birthday 
Chris Baldwin II
Love Your Family

Dr. R.H. and Lady Lucy E. Edwards Sr.

TRUE VINE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
presents our 27th year Pastoral Appreciation for

Rev. Dr. R.H. Edwards Sr. on Friday April 7, 2017 at 7 pm
Guest Preacher: Rev. Charles Collins,  
pastor Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, Portland.

Sunday April 9, 2017 3:30Pm
Preacher: Rev. Albert T. Wilkins,  
pastor Morning Star Baptist Church, Pasco, Wa.

Theme: “Everlasting Friendships” Proverbs 18:24

For More Information call:
True Vine Baptist Church
4735 N. Commercial Ave

Portland, Or 97217
503-282-2422
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‘Evidence,’ an uplifting and powerful program inspired by African 
and Cuban Dance with music to Stevie Wonder and Zap Mama 
comes to Portland for performances, Thursday through Saturday, 
April 6-8 at the Newmark Theater.

Ronald K. Brown

Inspired by African 
and Cuban Dance

Portland’s White Bird dance 
series presents the return of re-
nowned choreographer Ronald 
K. Brown and his company ‘Ev-
idence,” for an uplifting and pow-
erful program inspired by African 
and Cuban Dance set to music of 
Stevie Wonder and Zap Mama.

Evidence is the third and final 
of three companies that comprise 
White Bird’s special focus this 
season on great African American 
choreographers, combining per-
formances with extensive commu-

nity activities. 
Performances will take place 

Thursday through Saturday, April 
6-8 at 7:30 p.m. at the Newmark 
Theater, downtown. Tickets are 
available at whitebird.org or call-
ing 1-800-380-3516.

An extended moderated post-
show discussion will take place 
after the Friday, April 7 perfor-
mance.  White Bird also is part-
nering with Portland writer and 
performer S. Renee Mitchell 
and dance teacher and performer 

Kemba Shannon to host a work-
shop with Ronald K. Brown on 
Tuesday, April 4 at Polaris Dance, 
1826 N.E. 18th Ave.

In Loving Memory
Loretta Scott-Randolph

Loretta Scott-Randolph was born 
Sept. 16, 1940 and passed away on 
March 20, 2017.

She was a victim’s advocate who 
was instrumental in helping others 
who struggled with homelessness, 
drug and alcohol recovery.

Funeral services will be held Tues-
day, April 4 at 10 a.m. at Life Change 
Church, 3635 N. Williams Ave. A re-
pass reception at the church for family 
and friends will follow at 2:30 p.m.

A public viewing will take place on 
Monday, April 3 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at Terry Family Funeral Home, 2337 
N. Williams Ave.



Mississippi
Alberta
North Portland

Vancouver
East County

Beaverton

Page 9  March 29, 2017

photo by JenniFer wiLLis

Michael McCastle, a Portland Community College student, 
Navy Veteran and world record endurance holder, pulls a 
truck last May in the desert of Death Valley, Calif. to raise 
awareness and donations for veteran’s organizations working 
on suicide prevention. His next feat to further the cause will 
be a run of 20 miles a day for 100 days.

Endurance Champ Helps Veterans
Uses strength to 
raise donations for 
suicide prevention
by Christa mCintyre

the portLand observer

Michael McCastle, a retired Navy of-
ficer, four-time world record endurance 
holder and a Portland Community College 
student, has set a date for his sixth physi-
cal challenge to raise money for veterans 
groups working to prevent suicide.

McCastle is the founder of the 12 La-
bors Project, his Vancouver-based or-
ganization which raises donations for a 
variety of causes, a name inspired by the 
ancient Greek mythological hero Hercu-

les and his 12 miraculous physical feats.
Performing superhuman tests of physi-

cal endurance to inspire and help the com-
munity by raising money for non profits, 
McCastle has found there is no strength 
greater than the strength found in service 
to those in need.

Beginning on April 11, he will attempt 
to run 20 miles every day for 100 days in a 
row to raise awareness of the high veteran 
suicide rate in the United States, currently 
around 20 lives lost each day.

He says no American has attempted 
such a running record.

Part of the donations raised will go 
towards two veteran non-profits, Opera-
tion Enduring Warrior and the National 
Alliance to End Veteran Suicide, and to 
a veterans retreat where former soldiers 

struggling with combat-related Post Trau-
matic Stress Syndrome (PSTD) can work 
in a safe environment with a dedicated 
trained staff to reconnect mind, body and 
spirit with equine therapy, yoga, medita-
tion, mental strength seminars and out-
door therapies.

McCastle’s previous endurance feats 
have raised $30,000 for charity and 
earned him several records. He wore a 
40 pound vest for a 50K run to bene-
fit Children’s Cancer Research in 2013; 
won his first World Record in a benefit 
for wounded veterans in 2014 when he 
flipped a 250-pound tire for a distance 
of over 13 miles and over 10 grueling 
hours.

In 2015, McCastle rope-climbed a 
height equal to Mount Everest, a full 

29,029 feet in just under 27 hours to raise 
donations for Parkinson’s research in hon-
or of his father, who lost his life to the 
disease. He also shattered the Guinness 
World Record for the most pull-ups in 24 
hours, 5,804 pull-ups while wearing a 30 
pound pack.

Last May, McCastle pulled a 2016 
Ford F-150 pickup truck for 22 miles in 
19 hours across California’s Death Valley 
to raise awareness for veteran suicides, a 
cause he took up after the loss of a friend’s 
brother to suicide. 

You can visit McCastle’s website to 
learn more about him and his 12 Labors 
Project at twelvelaborsproject.com. To 
donate to his 6th challenge you can visit 
his crowd funding site at gofundme.com/
veteran-suicide-retreat-fund.
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$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Shalon Xcellence
Owner/Stylist

8407 NE Fremont
Portland, OR 97220

503-890-6814
shalonda70@gmail.com

PLATINUM
FADE

SALON
Sherman Jackson

cell 503-891-5905

M-F 9:00am-9:00pm
Sat 8:00am-9:00pm

Sun 11:00am-6:00pm

5010 NE 9th, Unit A
Portland, Oregon 97211

503-284-2989

We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050
Fax 503-227-8757

michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

State Farm R

Agent

Providing 
Insurance 

and Financial 
Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, 
Illinois 61710
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EssEncE Hair DEsign
4710A NE 

MLK Jr Blvd 
Portland

OR, 97211

bfade67@
gmail.com

Veterans Seniors Day: Monday/Tuesday
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The Portland Observer BUSINESS GUIDE

Call 503-288-0033 • ads@port landobserver.com

Seasonal
Clean Up 
Special!

E-Waste • Car Towing
Appliances • Debris 

Scrap Metal • Recycling

ABLE ARM Reycling
(503) 545-3160

Emotionally-Charged Drama -- ‘Lyd-
ia,’ an emotionally-charged drama about a 
young girl and her caretaker which explores 
family secrets and issues of immigration in 
a 1970s Texas border town is now playing 
through April 8 at Milagro Theater, Port-
land’s premier Latino arts and cultural cen-
ter at 525 S.E. Stark St. Visit milagro.org or 
call 503-236-7253.

SOLVE Spring Beach Cleanup -- On Saturday, April 1, volunteers 
from across Oregon are invited to head to the beach for the SOLVE 
Spring Oregon Beach Cleanup. Register at one of 45 beach cleanup 
sites from Fort Stevens near Astoria to Harris Beach in Brookings. For 
more information and a list of cleanup sites, visit solveoregon.org.

Anti-Lynching Play -- Triangle Productions presidents a reading from 
“Safe,” an anti-lynching play from the early 20th Century being pre-
sented to elicit greater understanding of the historic racism that relates 
to today’s environment of violent acts against people of color. Wednes-
day, March 29 at 7:30 p.m. at the Sanctuary at Sandy Plaza, 1785 N.E. 
Sandy Blvd. General admission seating is $5.

Powerful Images -- Combining the iconography of the Ku Klux Klan 
and the Civil Rights 
Movement with con-
temporary images, 
“Kin Killin’ Kin,’ a 
visually powerful and 
thought-providing ex-
hibit of paintings by 
James Pate focuses on 
youth and gun violence. 
Free and open to the public, runs through Sunday, April 2, Wednesdays 
through Fridays from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., and on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

The Gospel of Lovingkindness -- Shelley B. Shelley and La’ Tevin 
Alexander star in a poetic story about two black mothers and their sons 
whose lives are shattered by gun violence. The African-American the-
ater producing PassinArt show plays each Friday and Saturday at 7:30 
p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m. through April 9 at the Interstate Firehouse 
Cultural Center, 5340 N. Interstate Ave. For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit passinart.net or call 503-235-8079.

Breakout Tuesdays Hip Hop -- JAMN 107.5 and Cool Nutz from the 
Breakout Show present Breakout Tuesdays each third Tuesday of the 
month at the Ash Street, 225 S.W. Ash. The shows will feature perfor-
mances from some of the top rappers from the Northwest. Hosted by 
Juma Blaq and DJ Fatboy.

Music Millennium Free Shows -- The Music Millennium, 3158 E. 
Burnside, regularly hosts a series of in-house live performances. Enjoy 
free music and the opportunity to meet artists. Call 503-231-8926 for a 
current schedule.

Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman Sylvester plays Saturday, 
April 8 at the Spare Room; Friday, April 14 at the Rogue Pub in North 
Plains; and Saturday, April 15 at Catfish Lou’s.

History Hub -- Oregon Historical Society exhibit for young people 
explores the topic of diversity with interactive objects and pictures that 
tell the stories of the people of Oregon, past and present. With puzzles, 
touch screen activities and board games, History Hub asks students to 
consider questions like “Who is an Oregonian?,” “How has discrimina-
tion and segregation affected people who live in Oregon?,” and “How 
can you make Oregon a great place for everyone?” 

Teen Late Night Returns -- A popular Teen Late Night program 
through Vancouver Parks and Recreation is back. Young people be-
tween the ages of 11 and 18 are invited to enjoy a safe night of free 
recreational activities every Friday night at either the Fistenburg or 
Marshall community centers.

Fourth Sunday Jam Night -- A friends and family variety comedy 
show in a Saturday Night Live format with local recording and per-
forming artists, bands, dance crews, poets, and drama groups, takes 
place each fourth Sunday of the month at 7 p.m. at Celebration Taber-
nacle, 8131 N. Denver Ave. The free event is open to the community.

Clothing Closet -- Each first Saturday of the month, a complimentary 
breakfast and clothing drive takes place at First AME Zion Church, 
4304 N. Vancouver Ave. The goal is to clothe and feed Portland one 
person at a time. For more information, call Nydia Campbell-Pullom 
at 503-317-1089.
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Upholster y  Cleaning •  S ofa/Loveseat  •  Pet  Stains  •  F lood Restorat ions

5 0 3 - 7 0 5 - 2 5 8 7

2 Rooms + Hall

$5995

Complete House

$10995
With Free Deoderizer

We Also Do Janitorial Services

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Carpet Cleaning
Spot/Stain Removal • 24 Hour Flood Service

Upholstery Cleaning • Area Rug Cleaning  •  Dry Time 2-4 Hours 
Free Estimates • Available Weekends

A screen shot from the documentary ‘13th,’ a film that explores the aftermath of the 
13th Amendment abolishing slavery and today’s racial inequity of  a prison system that 
disproportionately locks up African-Americans. A free showing will take place on March 30 
at Unite Oregon, 700 N. Killingsworth St.

Ava DuVernay

Locked up in Land of the Free
Justice advocates will join the non-profit ad-

vocacy group Unite Oregon to sponsor a free 
showing of the film “13th,” a new documentary 
exploring the aftermath of the 13 Amendment 
abolishing slavery and the racial inequality of to-
day’s prison system that disproportionately locks 
up African Americans.

In this thought-provoking movie by African 
American filmmaker Ava DuVernay, scholars, 
activists and politicians analyze the criminaliza-
tion of African Americans and the U.S. prison 
boom.

The community is invited to a screening of the 
2016 film on Thursday, March 30 at 7 p.m. at  
Unite Oregon, located at 700 N. Killingsworth 
St. A discussion of the issues will follow the 
film’s presentation.
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood 

atmosphere.

Cannon’s 
rib express

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat: 11a- 9p

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

State Farm R
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Exploring Black Cinema 
Featuring films by visionaries, rebels and pioneers willing to tell it like it is, the NW Film Center at the 
Portland Art Museum hosts a black cinema series over the next three months in conjunction with the 
museum’s African American exhibit “Constructing Identity.” The film series opens with a showing of 
Spike Lee’s 2000 classic ‘Bamboozled’ with showings at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, April 
1-2.  For a complete listing and advance tickets, visit nwfilm.org.

photo by miChaeL durham, Courtesy oF the oregon Zoo.

Exploring Every Nook and Cranny
Sassy, a young mountain goat nanny from Calgary, Alberta, is getting accustomed to her new home 
in the rocky Cascade Crest habitat at the Oregon Zoo. Since making her debut last month, she’s been 
“exploring every nook and cranny,” said Julie Christie, senior keeper for the North America section.
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Musician Mo Phillips will be one of the performers during a series 
of free events for kids and teens during spring break in Beaverton 
and sponsored by the Beaverton City Library.

Spring Break for 
Kids and Teens

Beaverton City Library is 
hosting free events for kids and 
teens at the main library and 
Murray Scholls branch this week 
though Sunday for spring break.

Stories, crafts and many op-
portunities to sing, dance and 
create DIY instruments will be 
featured. Special guest artists in-
clude Mo Phillips and Classical 
Up Close with musicians from 

the Oregon Symphony Orches-
tra.

The main library will host an 
exciting series of programs just 
for teens, including retro Ore-
gon Trail gamming and making 
smartphone projectors, along 
with movies and games. 

More information is available 
at BeavertonLibrary.org/Spring-
Break.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings
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Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 or email ads@portlandobserver.com
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Classified/Bids

Getting People Out of  
Debt Thru Teamwork

ATTEND OUR
“FREE TRAINING”

We’re Helping 
Our Team Players 
Earn 10’s to 50’s+

of These
“Every Month”

Through Teamwork

Call Coach John
For an Interview

503-358-9655
or 

email:
team1won@gmail.com

Call & Listen at 877-650-8686

INVITATION TO BID
CITY OF WOODLAND BEECHWOOD SIDEWALK 

PROJECT, 2016-CDBG-1604, CAP 17-01
Bid Date: April 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM

The following project will be accomplished as a PUBLIC WORKS 
PROJECT and will be subject to state and federal prevailing wage 
laws. Clark County Community Development Block Grant funds 
are funding this project which requires compliance with U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development rules.
Sealed proposals for furnishing all materials, labor and equip-
ment for the following described work will be received by the City 
of Woodland Public Works Office at 300 E. Scott Ave, Woodland, 
WA 98674 by 2:00 PM on April 28, 2017. If forwarded by U.S. mail, 
the sealed envelope containing the proposal shall be enclosed in 
another envelope addressed to the City of Woodland, PO Box 9, 
Woodland, Washington 98674. Bids will not be accepted via fac-
simile or electronic mail. Each proposal shall be completely sealed 
in a package addressed as required. Sealed bids will be publicly 
opened and read on April 28, 2017 at 2:05 PM at City Council 
Chambers at 200 E. Scott Avenue, Woodland, WA98674. This is 
located down the street from the Public Works Office where bids 
are to be delivered. A contract will be awarded or all bids rejected 
within 45 days after the bid opening.
PROJECT NAME: BEECHWOOD SIDEWALK PROJECT
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: This project consists of construction 
of 1,300 feet of sidewalk on Beechwood Street, from Glenwood 
Street to Pacific Avenue. The project includes asphalt pavement 
restoration, construction restoration,curbs, ADA handicap ramps, 
5-foot wide sidewalks and concrete driveway approaches. All re-
quired permitting will be obtained by the City of Woodland.
Bidding documents may be obtained at no cost in pdf format only, 
from SolicitBid at http://solicitbid.com/Posts/Projects.aspx. Con-
tact SolicitBid at (206) 219-6481 if unable to access the docu-
ments online. A Plan Holders list is also on the SolictBid website.
It is the sole responsibility of each Bidder to learn of Addendum, 
if any. Such information may be obtained from the SolicitBid web-
site. Bidders are encouraged to “Register as Bidder” in order to 
receive automatic email notification of future addenda and be 
placed on the “Bidders List”. The City of Woodland accepts no 
responsibility or liability and will provide no accommodation to 
Bidders who fail to check for addendums and submit inadequate 
or incorrect responses.
Technical inquiries regarding the project should be directed to 
Carol Ruiz, P.E., Project Engineer, at Gibbs &Olson, PO Box 400, 
Longview, WA 98632, (360) 425-0991. 
There will be a pre-bid conference on site April 7,2017 at 2:00 
PM for contractor’s interested in bidding. All proposals must be 
submitted on the regular form furnished with the specifications. 
Work shall be completed within 50 working days after receipt of 
the Notice to Proceed. State Sales Taxes -- the provisions of Sec-
tion 1-07.2(1) - Rule 171 – apply to this project. The Contractor 
shall include Washington State Retail Sales Taxes in the unit bid 
prices for the materials, equipment, and supplies purchased for 
this project. 
All construction and material, unless otherwise specified, shall be 
in accordance with the 2016 Standard Specifications and Stan-
dard Plans for Road, Bridge and Municipal Construction as pre-
pared by the Washington State Department of Transportation and 
as amended under Amendments to the Standard Specifications, 
and the American Public Works Association, and the City of Wood-
land Engineering Standards for Construction.
The CITY OF WOODLAND reserves the right to cancel this request 
or reject any and all bids received or to waive any minor formalities 
of this call if in the judgment of the City Council the best interest 
of the City would be served.

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
Portland Expo Center and 
Portland’5 Center for the Arts 
and provides services that 
cross city limits and county 
lines including land use and 
transportation planning, parks 
and nature programs, and 
garbage and recycling systems.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
current openings and a link to 
our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Electrician, full-time, Oregon 
Convention Center, $34.17 
– $35.82 hourly. Deadline: 
3/31/2017

Executive Director, full-time, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
$123,806.00 - $185,709.00 
annually. Deadline: 4/3/2017

Admissions Lead, part-time, 
Portland’5 Centers for the 
Arts, $16.76 – $17.01 hourly. 
Deadline: 4/5/2017

Department Head Stagehand – 
Carpentry, full-time, Portland’5 
Centers for the Arts, $27.49 
hourly. Deadline: 4/7/2017
These opportunities are open 
to First Opportunity Target 
Area (FOTA) residents: This 
area includes the following 
zip codes located primarily in 
N, NE and a small portion of 
SE Portland: 97024, 97030, 
97203, 97211, 97212, 97213, 
97216, 97217, 97218, 97220, 
97227, 97230, 97233, 97236, 
and 97266, whose total annual 
income was less than $47,000 
for a household of up to two 
individuals or less than $65,000 
for a household of three or more.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs  for 
the complete job announcement 
and a link to our online hiring 
center or visit our lobby kiosk 
at Metro, 600 NE Grand Ave, 
Portland. 

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Metro is seeking a Parks and 
Nature Director. The Parks 
and Nature Director will guide 
the future of Metro’s work to 
protect clean water, restore 
fish and wildlife habitat, and 
connect people with nature 
close to home. Metro manages 
17,000 acres of public land 
– from expansive forests to 
sensitive wetlands, suburban 
trails to historic cemeteries, 
beloved destinations to new 
nature parks. Over the past two 
decades, voters have created 
this unique park system by 
passing two bond measures to 
protect the landscape and two 
levies to make the most of it.
Deadline to apply is April 21, 
2017 by 5:00 pm. Salary 
is $134,891 to $195,604 
annually. Visit oregonmetro.gov/
jobs for current openings and a 
link to our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Advertise with diversity 
in The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 

or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Need to publish a court 
document or notice? Need 
an affidavit of publication 
quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your 
notice for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L E g a L  n o t i c E s

scorer. Both have different skills 
sets and together make for a really 
good team.

The writing is another sus-
penseful account of high school 
basketball culture and the opposi-
tional forces that kids face, a pre-
quel to his previous pens, Wiley’s 
Lament (2003) and Wiley’s Shuf-
fle, (2004).

The book intersects basketball 
culture and gangs in a trajecto-
ry of conflicts that wage turmoil 
on high school athletes dreaming 
of winning state championships 
while dealing with the surround-
ing elements and influx of gangs 
waging warfare on turfs. It’s a tug 
of war of triumph and tragedy as 
students, neighborhoods and fam-
ilies try to co-exist.

The book is also a tribute to ev-
eryone who successfully navigated 
the violence during these eras. It’s 
homage to hometown heroes who 
will never be forgotten. There are 
villains and victims, and like a tsu-
nami, when catastrophe strikes, the 
tidal wave of tragedy is of such mag-
nitude that everyone is impacted.

Waiwaiole shared that the name 
of one of his characters was in-
spired by a student he taught at 
Marshall who wanted to be named 
in his book. The inspiration for the 
name Wiley came from the au-
thor’s childhood.

“That name came from a nick-
name, kids used to call me. Be-
cause they couldn’t pronounce my 
first and last name, they used to 
call me ‘Wiley Coyote.’  So I said 
okay, fine, I will reference it as my 
alter ego.” 

Waiwaiole shares that his cul-
tural background helped him de-
velop the different characters. 
“Being multicultural, it’s been 
a benefit throughout my literary 
life. Especially, how people get 
along in inner and outer circles. It 
has helped me interact with people 
from various groups.”

On Hoop 
Dreams and 
Gang Culture

Continued From page 3
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Calendar March 2017

It Does Good ThingsTM
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Swallows Return 
to San Juan 
Capistrano

1st Day of Spring
Louis Sachar born, 
1954

Children’s Poetry Day
National Teen-Agers 
Day

Single Parents’ Day

National Goof Off 
Day

National Sing-Out Day
United Nations 
World Water Day

Toast Day
Political Leader 
Patrick Henry 
declared, “Give me 
liberty...”, 1775

Harry Houdini born, 
1874

Exxon Valdez runs 
aground (1989)

Pancakes First 
Made (1882)

Sculptor Gutzon 
Borglum born, 
1871

Make up Your own 
Holiday Day

Poet Robert Frost 
born, 1874

Alaska hit by 8.4 
Earthquake (1964)

“Greatest Show on 
Earth” formed 
1881

Doreen Cronin 
Birthday

Coca-Cola was 
Invented in 1886

Armed Forces left 
Vietnam (1973)

Doctor’s Day
Artist Vincent van 
Gogh born, 1853

Tater Day
Mathematician Rene 
Descartes born, 
1596

Continued From page 4

A Film to Seep into your Consciousness
ly to the music, which includes a 
disturbingly buoyant 1930s hunt-
ing song (“Run Rabbit Run”) and 
whose introduction to Chris’s 
world is accompanied by Childish 
Gambino’s admonition to “stay 
woke” in the song “Redbone.”  A 
haunting original song by Michael 
Abels (who created the excellent 
and creepy soundtrack) opens 
and closes the film, entreating a 
“brother” in Swahili to listen to 
the elders, listen to the truth, run 
far away, and save himself.

A few other things to notice:  
Watch Chris manage, sub-

merge, deny, and apologize for his 
fears and misgivings, especially 
to Rose. In most cases, those very 
moments contain clues of what’s 

to come, yet the impulse to ad-
dress his experience turns to ash 
in Chris’s mouth. Chris’s behavior 
felt very familiar to me; far from a 
foolish horror-movie protagonist, 
Chris is simply doing what people 
who are othered typically do be-
cause of the high cost of naming or 
even recognizing the truth of their 
experience. Perhaps if we were to 
right-size our expectations, “stay-
ing woke” would mean recogniz-
ing that for a marginalized person 
to minimize his observations of 
his own experiences in this way is 
to act like a foolish horror-movie 
protagonist.

Watch also for Rod’s struggles 
to advocate for Chris. A scene 
where he attempts to enlist help 
from three police officers of color 
is especially painful.  Notice how 

the black woman cop uses her own 
adoption of a “uniform” to dispute 
Rod’s diagnosis of what is hap-
pening.

The film contains several ex-
amples of trade in black bodies. 
This is a particularly resonant part 
of black experience, yet we are 
not at all alert to it in this culture. 
Michelle Alexander has explained 
how state-sponsored oppression of 
black people has morphed from 
slavery to Jim Crow to mass in-
carceration; this film suggests that 
we ought to be alert to a similarly 
resilient practice of trade in black 
bodies.

Hypnosis figures prominent-
ly in the film as a means of con-
trolling black people’s response to 
oppression. This struck me as pro-
foundly resonant. In what ways do 

we instruct and train black people 
to, in a sense, marginalize them-
selves?

Finally, the film contains the 
idea of a “sunken place” from 
which a black person retains a 
limited ability to see what is hap-
pening to him or her but cannot 
respond.  I have been stewing 
on how that metaphor manifests 
in real life, how it is that black 
people and other people of color 
can lose the ability to see their 
own oppression and to act to in-
terrupt it. At times it feels like 
they have allowed themselves to 
be enlisted by white supremacy; 
I have also often experienced a 
kind of silencing that I did not 
at all sign up for. Whatever your 
social location, reflecting on the 
means that are used to silence 
black people and other margin-
alized folks has the potential to 

be an important part of your own 
awakening.

Peele has accomplished some-
thing that is worthy of your most 
focused attention. See the film for 
fun -- but don’t stop there. Allow 
it to seep into your consciousness 
and to trouble you.

Recognize that when black 
folks exit the theater, they walk 
back out into a world where they 
face real danger -- even and in 
some ways especially -- at the 
hands of well-meaning white peo-
ple. Listen to the elders; listen for 
the truth.

Darleen Ortega is a judge on 
the Oregon Court of Appeals and 
the first woman of color to serve 
in that capacity. Her movie review 
column Opinionated Judge ap-
pears regularly in The Portland 
Observer. Find her movie blog at 
opinionatedjudge.blogspot.com.
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Oregon guard Dylan Ennis (left) celebrates with teammate Dillon Brooks as the Ducks won the Mid-
west Regional final against Kansas Saturday in the NCAA men’s college basketball tournament and 
advance to the Final Four. (AP photo)

Ducks in Final Four
Oregon faces North Carolina 

in the NCAA tournament Satur-
day, the first trip to the Final Four 
for the U of O since 1939 when 
Oregon won college’s first na-
tional basketball championship. 
The semifinals game is set for 

Another Winning Season
Congratulations to the Trinity 

Lutheran Christian School girls 
who finished their season by go-
ing undefeated during the regular 
season and winning the Portland 
Metro Christian League champi-
onship and playing in the National 
Lutheran Basketball Athletic As-

tipoff at 5:49 p.m. PDT, following 
the other Final Four matchup, pit-
ting Gonzaga against South Car-
olina which is scheduled to start 
at 3:09 p.m. Both games will be 
broadcast on CBS TV.

Oregon advanced by beating 

Kansas, 74-60, last Saturday night 
in Kansas City, Mo. Tyler Dors-
ey poured in 27 points, Dillon 
Brooks added 17 and Dylan En-
nis added 12 points for the Ducks 
(33-5), who took the lead with 16 
minutes left in the first half and 
never trailed again, giving coach 
Dana Altman his first trip to the 
Final Four.

sociation Tournament in Valpara-
iso, Indiana.

The  Lady Tigers entered the 
national tournament last week 
undefeated for the second year in 
a row, but were eliminated in the 
consolation round on Saturday af-
ter two losses. 

Ken Burns to Make Ali Film
 (AP) - The late Muhammad 

Ali is getting the Ken Burns treat-
ment.

The PBS documentarian an-
nounced Tuesday that he and two 
partners will make a two-part, 
four-hour film about the former 
heavyweight champ, who died 

last June. Burns, his daughter Sarah 
and David McMahon collaborated 
for a PBS documentary on Jackie 
Robinson that debuted last year.

The tentative plan is to air the 
Ali film in 2021.

Sarah Burns said the outpour-
ing of good will at Ali’s death 

made it easy to forget how di-
visive it was when the former 
Cassius Clay took the Ali name 
when he converted to Islam and 
refused to join the Army during 
the Vietnam War. She said film-
makers want to examine what 
influenced Ali’s choices and how 
he stuck with them despite public 
condemnation.


