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Good in the Hood festival organizer Shawn Penney is staying strong in the wake of a racist letter that threatened violence at the upcoming June 23-25 multicultural 
festival and against him personally. With added security by Portland police and a diverse community that refuses to buckle from fear and intimidation, a decision was 
made that the 25th Hood in the Good evemt will go on as planned.

Staying 
Strong

‘Good in the Hood’  
festival will go on 
by Christa MCintyre

the Portland observer

The multicultural Good in the Hood festival will go on 
as scheduled next weekend despite threats of violence as 
leaders from the diverse communities who participate in 
the annual celebration look toward increased security for 
the event, refusing to buckle to fear and intimidation.

The FBI, US Attorney’s Office of Oregon and Portland 
Police have taken steps to boost security at the June 23-25 
festival and parade in the wake of a racist letter to Good in 
the Hood organizers that threatened a “blood bath” at the 
25th annual event.

Good in the Hood is the largest multicultural art, music 
and food festival in the Northwest.  

The community event is run by a non-profit board and is 
sponsored by the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, 

the group which received the threatening letter on June 7. 
On the outside of the envelope was a picture of robed Ku 
Klux Klan members, a burning cross and what looked like 
an image of President Trump. The letter also appeared to 
have a blood stain on the back with a Band-Aid and the 
words “rush” written on it.

Good in the Hood President Shawn Penney said a 
NECN worker put on rubber gloves to open the letter. He 

then heard screams coming from another room as neigh-
borhood representatives and festival volunteers began to 
read what was inside.

The letter was typed in all caps with many misspellings, 
racial slurs, and death threats. It also threatened Penney 
personally by describing the type of weapon that would be 
used for the effect of intimidation.

 “I asked, what is a .30-06?” Penney said. Then, realiz-
ing it was a hunting gun, like the one that killed President 
John F. Kennedy, he shuttered at the thought.

 “The U.S. District Attorney that’s assigned to the case 
called me and we talked for about two hours on the phone,” 
Penney said. “He gave me tips and advice on staying safe 
and said that an FBI agent was on his way to pick up the 
letter. We have never received a threat like this before at 
all. Never.” 

Good in the Hood organizers actually started planning 
for better security for this year’s event when southeast 
Portland’s 82nd Avenue of Roses Parade was abruptly 
cancelled in April because of possible conflicts between 
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’77 Blazers Lead Parade
On the 40th anniversary of the 
Trail Blazer’s historic World 
Championship win, the Portland 
Rose Festival honored the team 
as grand marshals of Saturday’s 
Grand Floral Parade. Players Bob-
by Gross, Lloyd Neal and Larry 
Steele road a float with fresh ros-
es and team colors sporting the 
championship trophy.

Racial Slurs Hurled
Parents were warned to be vigilant 
after a student of color at Hosford 
Middle School in southeast Port-
land was harassed at a bus stop 
Thursday by men who shouted 
racial slurs at him. Other students 
witnessed the incident and a po-
lice report was filed soon after.

Racist Workplace Charged
A Portland area woman filed a 
$600,000 lawsuit against Com-
cast last week claiming the com-
pany terminated her for filing 
complaints about a racially hos-
tile work environment. In one of 
the allegations, Bridget Cooks, 

The Week 
in Review

48, claims a male co-worker con-
structed a noose in front of her in 
an attempt to intimidate her.

MAX Heroes Honored
Oregon Sens. Ron Wyden and Jeff 
Merkley sponsored a resolution to 
honor the heroes from the May 26 
attack on TriMet that passed the 
Senate last week. Ricky Best, Talies-
in Myrddin Namkai-Meche and Mi-
cah David-Cole Fletcher intervened 
during a hate crime targeting two 
girls. Best and Namkai-Meche lost 
their lives in the attack.

Apology for MAX Scare
Wilfredo Reyes, 59, was arrested 
for leaving a suspicious looking 
backpack with wires sticking out 
of it on a MAX train at the Hol-
lywood Transit Center Friday and 
calling 911. He then admitted it 
was a hoax and said he was sorry. 
Bomb technicians were called in 
and the MAX lines were shut down 
for several hours after the incident.

Housing Costs Rise
A report issued last week from the 
National Low Income Housing 
Coalition shows Portland housing 
cost has jumped 27 percent over 
5 years. The report shows that it 
takes an hourly wage of $19.78 to 
afford a modest apartment.
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Sign Up for Albina Head Start

Photo by Mark Washington/the Portland observer

The Juneteenth Oregon Parade is a Portland tradition. The annual event returns this Saturday, June 
17, starting with the parade at 10:45 a.m. and then a day long festival at the Legacy Emanuel Field 
at North Russell and Williams Avenue.

Celebrate Juneteenth!
‘Freedom Day’ in Portland and beyond

Free celebrations for June-
teenth, also called Freedom Day, 
are held Saturday, June 17 in Port-
land and Vancouver, and on Mon-
day, June 19 at the Oregon Shake-
speare Festival in Ashland.

The Juneteenth Oregon Cele-
bration, founded 45 years ago by 
the late and beloved community 
leader Clara Peoples, will start 
Saturday at 10:45 a.m. with a pa-
rade from the Safeway parking lot 
on Northeast Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard,  then proceeding 
down MLK to Russell Avenue, 
and ending at the Legacy Emanuel 
Field at North Williams. Festivi-
ties will then continue until 6 p.m. 
with live music, art, food, and a 

children’s play area. For more in-
formation, visit juneteenthor.com

A free Juneteenth BBQ hosted 
by the Nat Turner Project will take 
place Saturday, from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at the c3:initiative, a com-
munity and arts gallery space at 
7326 N. Chicago and  North Den-
ver Avenue.  Dub’s St. Johns will 
provide the food and there will be 
music, poetry, face painting, and 
an art gallery to celebrate African 
American culture.

The Vancouver branch of 
the NAACP  hosts a Juneteenth 
themed event, “Education is Em-
powerment” on Saturday at Foster 
Hall on the Clark College campus. 
The family friendly event will in-

clude a pie contest, spoken word, 
Hip Hop, African Dance, food and 
more.

On Monday, June 19, the Or-
egon Shakespeare Festival will 
host its 19th annual Juneteenth 
celebration on the Courtyard 
Stage in Ashland, celebrating with 
spoken word, dance, hip hop, art 
and theatre. For the full line up, 
visit osfashland.org.

Juneteenth commemorates 
when U.S. soldiers brought word 
of President Lincoln’s Emancipa-
tion Proclamation to Galveston, 
Texas, two years after it was is-
sued. It is the oldest celebration 
of the end of slavery in the United 
States.

Albina Early Head Start and 
Head Start is hosting three open 
house events this summer where 
you can attend and tour the organi-
zation’s pre-school learning facil-
ities, meet teachers and home vis-
itors, and sign up for the program.

Albina Head Start offers ser-
vices for children 6 weeks to 5 

years old for income eligible par-
ents. There is also a home-based 
program for prenatal moms.

The open houses are June 28 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Rich-
ard Brown Albina Head Start, 605 
N.E. Ivy; July 15, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m., at the Garlington Albina 
Head Start, 4515 S.E. Flavel Dr.; 

and July 26, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
at the Owen Blank Albina Head 
Start, 909 N.E. 52nd Ave.

There will be food, fun for the 
kids, and a raffle and each open 
house. Interested families should 
bring documents showing income 
from last year, and the child’s 
proof of birth and name.

sports page 8
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3539 N. Williams Ave 
Suite #2

Portland, Or 97227

Call for Appointment: 503-228-6140

Dr. Marcelitte Failla
Chiropractic Physician

Gentle, Effective 
Chiropractic Care
Specializing in:
• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Workers compensation
• Headaches
• Neck, Shoulder and  
Back Pain

Showdogs is a full service salon. We 
do baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brush-
ing, nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, 
mud baths, and ear cleaning. We also have 
health care and grooming products to keep 
your pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs  
Grooming Salon & Boutique

926 N. Lombard
Portland, OR 97217

503-283-1177
9am-7pm
10am-4pm

Tuesday-Saturday
Monday

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

Trump supporters and protesters, 
Still, Penney emphasized, they 
never expected to receive a threat.

“I’ve lived here all my life, and 
northeast Portland is my home,” 
Penney told the Portland Observ-
er. He lamented over an increased 

Staying Strong
Continued froM front sense of racism in the city in light 

of the recent racist incident on 
public transit that saw two men 
murdered.

“The last two weeks or so has 
just been hectic with hate crimes 
and the incident on the MAX,” he 
said.

Two days after Good in the 
Hood received the threats, rumors 
began spreading at King Elemen-
tary, located next door to NECN 
offices, that King students were 
being targeted with racist letters 
and graffiti. Officers from the 
Portland Police Bureau’s Youth 
Services Division and other offi-
cers responded to investigate but 
nothing was found.

The school disruption caused 
the cancelation of an end of the 
year school carnival, but fortu-
nately, the King’s Parent-Teacher 
Association set up a fundraising 
page and by Monday over 180 
people donated over $6,000 to re-
schedule the carnival.

Members of the community 
welcomed the news that security 
will be increased at Good of the 
Hood, but others said it was ulti-
mately up to everyone to look out 
for each other.

“We know the same mentality 
that burned and shot up churches 
is still alive. But the 

Good in the Hood will happen, 

people will get together with their 
friends, neighbors and family and 
celebrate neighborhood life,” said 
Nabeeh Mustafa, a local black ac-
tivist who volunteers for an orga-
nization helping ex-convicts em-
brace life.

Penney is optimistic for a good 
turnout. Organizers are expecting 
20,000 people to attend Good in 
the Hood. 

“I’ve had an outpouring of sup-
port through social media, through 
phone calls, my email is overflow-
ing,” he said.

Over 15 bands are scheduled to 
play over the three days of cele-
bration. A market place will offer 
handmade goods from a range of 
ethnic backgrounds and a diverse 
group of entrepreneurs will have 
the opportunity to make their 
businesses more visible. Good in 
the Hood also has one of the larg-
est kid’s event areas of Portland 
summer festivals with OMSI and 
Emanuel Randall Children’s Hos-
pital hosting spaces. The local hip 
hop radio station WE 96.3 FM 
will host a new 3 on 3 basketball 
tournament.

The annual Good in the Hood 
Parade is held Saturday, June 24 at 
11 a.m. starting from King School 
Park and following Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Boulevard to Russell 
Street and west to the festival site 
at Lillis-Albina Park.

For a complete Good in the 
Hood lineup, visit goodnthehood.
org.

Photo by Mark Washington/the Portland observer

George Weatheroy and Ruben Nunez, representing security services for Portland Public Schools, and 
Sgt. Hank Hays of the Portland Police Bureau’s Youth Services Division, were among a contingency of 
officers who went to King School Friday to investigate reports of racist intimidation, but nothing was 
found. It came two days after the multicultural Good in the Hood festival received death threats.
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Dr. Charles Drew was an esteemed African American who invented the 
blood bank. The Portland Red Cross will hold a blood donation event 
on Saturday, June 17 to highlight the need for a diverse blood supply.

Charles Drew Blood Drive

receive a commemorative T-shirt, 
a $10 Visa gift card, courtesy of 
Suburban Propane, and a 50 per-
cent off Adidas coupon, while 
supplies last.

Dr. Drew laid the groundwork 
for today’s modern blood donation 
program through his innovative 
work in blood banking during the 
1940s. He then became the first 
medical director for the American 
Red Cross in 1941.

Event critical for 
saving lives

Eligible donors are encour-
aged to give at the 12th annual 
Dr. Charles Drew blood drive Sat-
urday, June 17, from 7:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m., at the Red Cross Portland 
Blood Donation Center, 3131 N. 
Vancouver Ave.

All those coming to donate will 

“Dr. Drew’s contributions to 
the blood banking industry are 
momentous,” said Dr. Hank Han-
na, medical director of the Red 
Cross Pacific Northwest Blood 
Services Region. “He was a sur-
geon, educator, scientist and the 
first African-American blood 
specialist who helped shaped the 
blood services industry. His lega-
cy is far-reaching and we hope this 
drive helps educate the commu-
nity about the need for a diverse 
blood supply.”

To make a blood donation ap-
pointment, visit redcrossblood.org 
or call 1-800-733-2767.
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

New Prices 
Effective
April 1, 2017

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL                                       

PRICES & SERVICES                                                    
Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $49.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 
Area/Oriental Rugs:  
 $25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):                                                                    
$40.00 Minimum 
Heavily Soiled Area: 
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

A Feminist Perspective on Trumpcare
Rife with 
problems and 
gender bias
by laura finley

Although the Amer-
ican Health Care Act 
(AHCA) of 2017 is rife 
with problems, one of 
the most disturbing is its shock-
ing gender bias. But why should 
we be shocked that the AHCA, or 
“Trumpcare,” privileges males, as 
it was crafted by a group of privi-
leged males and is being champi-
oned by the most privileged of all, 
Donald Trump himself? 

The House bill now goes to 
the Senate, where majority leader 
Mitch McConnell initially con-
vened a healthcare working group 
composed of 13 men. Amidst crit-
icism, they invited Sen. Shelley 
Moore Capito (R-WestVirginia) 
to join, although it is not clear that 
she will be a regular contributor. 

The fact that 13 men, and a 
woman who may or may not be 
a regular contributor, are crafting 
this bill is not the issue, but rather 
that the architects of the AHCA are 
treating women as second-class 
citizens while taking care of their 

own interests. 
While the AHCA maintains the 

federal provision requiring that in-
surance companies provide cover-

age to people regardless of 
their medical history, states 
will be allowed to seek a 
waiver from the federal 
law. An amendment to the 
bill appears to allow insur-
ers to charge people more 

if they have certain pre-existing 
conditions or even to deny them 
coverage entirely. 

There’s an exhaustive list that 
penalizes women. Rape and sex-
ual assault themselves are not 
listed as pre-existing conditions 
in the proposed bill, yet the most 
common physical and emotional 
effects can be used to deny health 
insurance coverage to women un-
der the proposed law. Research is 
clear that victims of sexual assault 
suffer higher rates of HIV and oth-
er sexually transmitted infections, 
depression, anxiety, eating disor-
ders, and sleep disorders—all on 
the proposed list of pre-existing 
conditions.

Victims of domestic violence 
often struggle with these same 
things. Given that approximately 
one in six women are sexually as-
saulted and 30 percent experience 

domestic violence, the potential 
impact is huge.

If you have troublesome periods 
or menstrual irregularities, expect 
your premiums to go up. Pregnan-
cy and the need for a C-section are 
also on the list of pre-existing con-
ditions, and premiums for women 
who have given birth might be as 
much as four times higher than 
for men. In case it’s not yet clear 
– only women menstruate and get 
pregnant. 

The bill would also allow insur-
ers to opt-out of what Obamacare 
considered the 10 essential health 
benefits, or services that all in-
surance plans must cover. These 
include maternity and newborn 
care, preventive care like mammo-
grams, cervical cancer screenings, 
birth control, and access to free 
or low-cost breast pumps. Before 
Obamacare, 62 percent of health-
care insurance plans available on 
the individual market did not cover 
maternity care, and only nine states 
mandated maternity coverage. 

The AHCA will defund Planned 
Parenthood for one year and 
blocks that agency from receiv-
ing Medicaid reimbursements. 
That essentially eliminates birth 
control access and sexually trans-
mitted infection screenings for an 

estimated 390,000 low-income 
women. About half of the 2.5 mil-
lion patients who visit Planned 
Parenthood centers every year 
rely on Medicaid for their health 
coverage. 

The champions of Trumpcare 
really don’t seem to get it. Or 
maybe they do, and just don’t 
care. Rep. John Shimkus ques-
tioned why men have to pay for 
prenatal care, while White House 
press secretary Sean Spicer even 
joked that older men didn’t need 
maternity care. Funny? Not so 
much. 

At the same time, the archi-
tects of the bill deliberately left 
erectile dysfunction off the list of 
pre-existing conditions. So, be-
ing a woman is a chronic medical 
condition that must be controlled 
by men but getting an erection (or 
not) is protected. If we ever need-
ed more proof that men think with 
one head more than the other, look 
no further.

This healthcare bill will contin-
ue to entrench male superiority, to 
the detriment of more than half of 
the country’s population.

Laura Finley, Ph.D., teaches in 
the Barry University Department 
of Sociology & Criminology and 
is syndicated by PeaceVoice.

Medicaid Essential for Mental Health Services
Cuts would 
actually increase 
overall spending
by kenneth e. thorPe 

President Trump and 
Republican Congressio-
nal leaders justifiably 
want to curb the alarming 
growth in government 
healthcare spending. 
Their proposed solution? 
Cut $880 billion in fed-
eral funds from Medicaid over the 
next 10 years. 

Their plan wouldn’t necessar-
ily reduce government spending. 
At best, it would just shift the 
burden from federal taxpayers to 
state taxpayers. In fact, such cuts 
could increase overall government 
spending. That’s because Medic-
aid is the most important financing 
source of mental health services. 
Expanding access to mental health 
services would yield billions in 
savings -- and produce a healthier 
population. 

Roughly one in five American 
adults will suffer from a mental 
health condition this year. Half of 
Americans struggle with mental 

health conditions such as depres-
sion, anxiety, bi-polar disorder, 
and schizophrenia, at some point 
in their lifetimes. 

Mental health conditions are 
the most expensive medical con-

ditions in the country. In 
2013, the United States 
spent more than $200 
billion treating mental 
health disorders. That 
total is about $50 billion 
higher than what was 
spent combating heart 
conditions.

Patients are all too famil-
iar with this financial burden. 
Healthcare costs for the aver-
age Medicaid adult who doesn’t 
have any chronic conditions total 
$4,600 each year, according to 
the Partnership to Fight Chron-
ic Disease, the non-profit I lead. 
But for Medicaid adults suffering 
from a mental health condition, 
annual healthcare spending more 
than doubles, reaching a whop-
ping $11,200.

It’s no surprise, then, that men-
tal health conditions are also a 
serious drain on state healthcare 
systems. States can expect to 
spend nearly $70 billion on men-
tal health conditions over the next 

15 years.
In addition to increasing medi-

cal costs, mental health conditions 
also drain money from the econ-
omy.

Consider the workplace. Due 
to decreased performance, absen-
teeism, and other factors associat-
ed with mental health conditions, 
mental illnesses cost employers 
billions each year.  

Or consider the prison system. 
Unfortunately, more than eight of 
every ten inmates don’t have ac-
cess to metal health services and 
support. Without proper treatment, 
inmates are put at a severe disad-
vantage when they’re released. 
Many succumb to homelessness. 
Others relapse into criminal be-
havior and wind up back in prison. 

Lost productivity, additional 
jail time, and other societal costs 
associated with mental illness will 
drain an additional $3 billion from 
state budgets by 2030. 

But that doesn’t have to be the 
case. Depression, anxiety, schizo-
phrenia and other mental health 
disorders are treatable diseases. 
With sensible policy solutions that 
prioritize access to mental health 
services, states could realize enor-
mous savings -- and cultivate 

healthier populations. 
For example, by boosting in-

mate access to effective mental 
health services and innovative 
treatments, states could drastically 
reduce the number of mentally-ill 
inmates who received extended or 
recurring jail sentences. That adds 
up to nearly $9 million dollars per 
year in savings. 

The same is true for the work-
place. Increasing access to neces-
sary services and detecting mental 
health issues early on would slash 
cases of absenteeism and help em-
ployees become more productive. 
Businesses could save millions of 
dollars each year. 

Adopting these new policies 
could save states upwards of $475 
million each year. That’s $7.1 bil-
lion in savings by 2030. 

The solution to rising health-
care costs is simple: our govern-
ment saves money when we have 
a happier and healthier popula-
tion. Any lawmaker -- or business-
man president -- would be foolish 
to cut mental health services that 
yield tremendous savings. 

Kenneth E. Thorpe is a profes-
sor of health policy at Emory Uni-
versity and chairman of the Part-
nership to Fight Chronic Disease.
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Remembering the Life of John F. Kennedy at 100
His enduring 
legacy for civil 
rights
by MarC h. Morial

 “One hundred 
years of delay have 
passed since Presi-
dent Lincoln freed the 
slaves, yet their heirs, 
their grandsons, are not fully free. 
They are not yet freed from the 
bonds of injustice. They are not 
yet freed from social and econom-
ic oppression. And this Nation, for 
all its hopes and all its boasts, will 
not be fully free until all its citi-
zens are free.” — President John 
F. Kennedy, June 11, 1963 Ra-
dio and Television Report to the 
American People on Civil Rights.

The trajectory and predominate 
narrative of the civil rights move-
ment in our nation was forever 
marked by a single day. 

Just after midnight, in the ear-
liest moments of June 12, 1963, 
Medgar Evers, a beloved civil 
rights leader, would be shot to 
death by a white supremacist in 
the driveway of his home. On that 

day, two African Americans, Vivi-
an Malone and James Hood, would 
finally register as students at the 
University of Alabama under the 

federal protection of the Ala-
bama National Guard. Earlier 
that evening, President Kenne-
dy, who had previously—and 
rightfully—been criticized by 
civil rights leaders for his tep-
id, ambivalent embrace of the 
grand ambitions of the civil 

rights movement, had addressed 
our nation and cemented his place 
in American history as an advocate 
and partner in the civil rights strug-
gles of African Americans.  

President Kennedy’s national 
address was not supposed to be 
delivered. Its broadcast depended 
on the outcome of the protracted 
battle happening on the Alabama 
campus over the enrollment of 
Malone and Hood. That morn-
ing, both prospective students at-
tempted to enroll in the university, 
but were met by Alabama Gov. 
George C. Wallace and a phalanx 
of state troopers blocking the en-
trance to the university’s campus.

That infamous moment, now 
known as the “stand in the school-
house door,” was a futile last stand 

for Gov. Wallace, who pledged 
“segregation now, segregation 
tomorrow, segregation forever,” 
during his inaugural address the 
very same year. Gov. Wallace 
stepped aside, Malone and Hood 
enrolled later that day, and despite 
the favorable outcome from this 
very public showdown in Ala-
bama, the president resolved to 
address our nation and the “moral 
issue” of civil rights.

To his credit, the president did 
more than provide lip service on 
issues of inequality, discrimina-
tion, equal access to services, 
voting rights and more. President 
Kennedy went a step further and 
proposed comprehensive civil 
rights legislation, declaring that 
“now the time has come for this 
Nation to fulfill its promise.” 

Fear for the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act led Kennedy 
initially to oppose the March on 
Washington. In June 1963, civil 
rights leaders including National 
Urban League President Whitney 
M. Young, K. Phillip Randolph, 
Martin Luther King Jr., and John 
Lewis, met with Kennedy and an-
nounced there would be a march. 
Kennedy feared that any violence 

at the march would deter members 
of Congress from voting for the 
bill. The civil rights leaders would 
not be deterred, and Kennedy’s 
enthusiasm for the march grew 
during the summer. The success of 
the march paved the way for pas-
sage of the Civil Rights Act.

But Kennedy did not get to see 
his civil rights bill passed. A bullet 
from an assassin’s gun would cut 
his life short less than three months 
after the march. It was his succes-
sor, President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
who would pass the landmark 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which 
prohibited and outlawed racial 
discrimination and segregation in 
public accommodations, employ-
ment, public education and feder-
ally assisted programs.

In his address to Congress, 
President Johnson declared, “we 
have talked long enough in this 
country about equal rights. We 
have talked for one hundred years 
or more. It is time now to write the 
next chapter, and to write it in the 
books of law.”

The act, the most sweeping civ-
il rights legislation in the nation’s 
history since the Reconstruction 
era, laid the foundation for future 

progressive legislation, including 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.   

By President Kennedy’s re-
quest, the Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under Law was 
formed. The nonpartisan group 
mounted civil rights cases with pro 
bono support from private lawyers 
in courtrooms across the nation—
and its work continues today.

On May 29th, we marked the 
centenary of President Kennedy’s 
birth. Whatever history has as-
signed to him as flaws, shortcom-
ings and misdeeds, he believed 
our country could do better for all 
of its citizens, regardless of race, 
color or creed.

As we reflect on so much of his 
enduring legacy, let us recommit 
ourselves to ensuring that his evo-
lution and eventual stand on civil 
rights are more than words on a 
page in a dusty book, but a call to 
continued action and activism un-
dergirded by the principle that “all 
men are created equal, and that 
the rights of every man are dimin-
ished when the rights of one man 
are threatened.” 

Marc H. Morial is president 
and chief executive officer of the 
National Urban League.
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Sweet Street Food Cart
Located at 15th and Alberta
call 503-995-6150 to place order

Mon. - Fri., 11:00am - 7:00pm  •  Sat. - Sun., 11:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday Special: 3 Wings $2.00

Friday Special: Rib Sandwich, Beef or Pork, $4.00

Spring
Special

The Golden State Warriors celebrate after beating the Cleveland 
Cavaliers in Game 5 of basketball’s NBA Finals in Oakland, Calif., 
Monday. The Warriors won 129-120 to win the NBA championship. 
(AP photo)

NBA Title with Best Run Ever
(AP) -- They could outrun 

teams like the Showtime Lak-
ers and outgun them like Mi-
chael Jordan’s Bulls — and 
the Golden State Warriors had 
a more dominant postseason 
than either.

Their run was better than 
anything Bill Russell or Lar-
ry Bird did in Boston, so they 
should be able to claim a spot 
on the list of the NBA’s best 
teams ever.

Golden State finished the 

playoffs 16-1 when they beat the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 129-120 
Monday night in Game 5 of the 
NBA Finals. They ended with 
the highest winning percentage 
ever in the NBA postseason and 
won 15 consecutive games, the 
longest streak in the majors of 
North American sports.

“This is history. We’re going 
down as one of the best teams 
ever, and that’s a special thing 
you cannot take away from us,” 
reserve Andre Iguodala said.

sports
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Washington
clAssic

2017
2017 Washington Classic referees Mike 
Schaefer and Leonard Latin.

Breakdown PDX 4th and 5th grade girls with coaches (from left) Tremanie Channel, 
Thomas Gardner, MeLessa Patten.

NAYA Warriors 4th and 5th grade boys with coaches Chenoa Landry (from left) and 
Jett Sheng. Coach Micah Johnson not pictured.

Portland Observer Ballers 4th and 5th grade boys with coaches Mark Washington 
(left) and Jeff Ta. The 2017 Washington Classic was held Saturday, June 3 at SEI.

The Heat 4th and 5th grade boys with coaches Reggie Davis (left) and Phillip Mathews.

Breakdown PDX 4th and 5th grade girls with coach Thomas Gardner.

503 Runnin’ Rebels 4th and 5th grade girls 
with coaches (from left) Marlin McCowan, Van 
Johnson and James Johnson.

Elev8Hoops 4th and 5th grade girls with coach DaRaysha Kennedy.

Team Fly 8th grade boys with coach Sean Overton.

Urban Sports 8th grade boys with coach Dominic Hernandez.

First Step Basketball 8th grade boys with coach Kari Bloodsaw (right) and assistant 
coach Jamaal Galloway.
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B U S I N E S S G u i d e

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050
Fax 503-227-8757

michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

State Farm R

Agent

Providing 
Insurance 

and Financial 
Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, 
Illinois 61710

EssEncE Hair DEsign
4710A NE 

MLK Jr Blvd 
Portland

OR, 97211

bfade67@
gmail.com

Veterans Seniors Day: Monday/Tuesday

Seasonal
Clean Up 
Special!

E-Waste • Car Towing
Appliances • Debris 

Scrap Metal • Recycling

ABLE ARM Reycling
(503) 545-3160

Free Estimates
Free cut after 4th cut

Call: Jonte’ Hendrix
Cell: 971 280-5716

Email: jtaemoore928@gmail.com
Returning All To Mother Nature

RAMN
Lawn & 
Garden 
Service

7205 N.E. Martin Luther King Blvd.
Portland, Oregon 97211

503-287-6610
Buy, Sell & Recycle

8:30am to 5:30pm Mon to Fri
9:30am to 3:00pm Saturday

Advertise

with diversity in

The Portland Observer

BUSINESS
GUIDE

Call 503-288-0033

ads@portlandobserver.com

Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman 
Sylvester plays Friday, June 16 at the Rogue 
Pub in North Plains; Saturday, June 17 at 12:30 
p.m. at Ciderfest NW at Fields Neighbor-
hood Park in the Pearl and later that evening 
at the Half Penny in Salem; Friday, June 23 at 
Clyde’s; Sunday, June 25 at 11:30: a.m. at the 
Lake Oswego Festival of the Arts, and then at 8 
p.m. at the Good in the Hood Festival at Lillis 
Albina Park in north Portland.

Portland Pride Parade and Festival -- Celebrate the LGBTQ com-
munity and gay rights when Pride Northwest presents the 2017 Port-
land Pride Festival and Parade. The festival runs Saturday and Sunday, 
June 17-18. at Tom McCall Waterfront Park and the parade takes off on 
Sunday at 11 a.m. from the North Park Blocks at Northwest Burnside 
and Park Avenue and   proceeds to the downtown waterfront.

The Divos -- The Portland Gay Men’s Chorus presents a showstop-
ping production filled with songs from some of the top male singers 
in music. ‘The Divos,’ a one-night-only event takes place Saturday, 
June 17 at 7 p.m. at the Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall. For tickets, call 
503-226-2588.

Portland Trans March -- The fourth annual Portland Trans March 
bringing much-needed visibility to sexual identity issues, while also 
highlighting the strength of mentor networks and the power of collec-
tive resistance, resilience, and solidarity, will be held Saturday, June 
17 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the North Park Blocks, 235 N.W. Park Ave.

Fishing Clinics -- The Mt. Hood National Forest is hosting annual free 
fishing clinics for kids 12 and younger. Next session is Saturday, June 
24. Bring lunch, warm clothing, a rod and reel if possible and a cooler 
to bring home your catch! For more information, call 503-630-8801.
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Mississippi
Alberta
North Portland

Vancouver
East County

Beaverton

Photo by Motoya nakaMura/MultnoMah County CoMMuniCations

Multnomah County Commissioner Loretta Smith and Los Angeles-based filmmaker A.J. Ali shake the hands of young members of the community attending a town hall to 
discuss solutions and best practices to address racial disparities in the county’s justice system.

Youth and Justice Focus
Town Hall looks for 
solutions and best practices
by Melissa navas

While African Americans in Multnomah County make 
up less than 6 percent of the population, they make up 
about 22 percent of the jail population.

That overrepresentation – while not new – prompted 
County Commissioner Loretta Smith to bring together lo-
cal youth, community members, law enforcement officials 
and black elected county officials from across the United 
States to discuss solutions and best practices to address 
racial disparities in Multnomah County’s justice system.

Smith hosted the Black and Brown Boys and Men 
Town Hall May 31 as a precursor to a meeting in Portland 
of the National Organization of Black County Officials.

Emceed by author and actor Hill Harper, the session in-
cluded Multnomah County District Attorney Rod Under-
hill; Multnomah County Sheriff Mike Reese; Multnomah 
County Sheriff’s Office Capt. Derrick Peterson; Los An-
geles-based filmmaker A.J. Ali, and Alameda County, Ca-
lif. Supervisor Keith Carson.

Smith said that many of the racial disparities in Port-

land are issues mirrored in communities across the nation.
“We need to get to the bottom of it,” she said. “We need 

to figure out how can we decrease some of those dispar-
ities.”

Harper, who has authored books and starred in televi-
sion and film, highlighted the current climate for address-
ing racial disparities and the key role that access to public 
education plays.

“It seems the political debate has become more and 
more preoccupied with power maintenance with very few 
real solutions ever offered,” Harper said. “Meanwhile mil-
lions of young men and women graduate from the streets 
and matriculate to prison rather than to college.”

Hill shared statistics on what he called a “hyper incar-
ceration” crisis. About 2.24 million people in the United 
States are now held in federal, state, and local jails, repre-
senting one-quarter of the world’s total prisoners. Another 
4.8 million people in the U.S. are under parole, supervi-
sion or probation. In 30 years, the United States’ prison 
system has quintupled.

Harper asked the panelists to address topics like sen-
tencing disparities, law enforcement living in the com-
munities in which they work, fear of police, and police 
training and recruitment.

District Attorney Underhill spoke about his office’s 
work to identify root causes of racial disparities in the 
criminal justice system. A Racial and Ethnic Disparities 
Report from last year found that black people are overrep-
resented at every stage through Multnomah County’s adult 
criminal justice system - from arrest through sentencing.

“We need to sink our teeth into what we’re seeing here” 
to make policy adjustments, Underhill said.

Smith highlighted a Coalition of Communities of Color 
report which identified social, economic and educational 
barriers faced by people of color.

“You can’t achieve equity when you face challenges 
like this. Education should offer a pathway out of poverty 
but all too often it doesn’t,” she said.

Smith, who has championed jobs for young people in 
Multnomah County, focused on how a community sup-
ports its youth.

“Until we give our young people an opportunity to have 
an opportunity there are going to be high disparities in the 
jail system, there are going to be long sentences longer 
than anyone else, there are going to be folks who live in 
communities who are highly policed,” Smith said.

Melissa Navas is a communications advisor in the of-
fice of Multnomah County Communications.
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Ambrose Akinmusire

PDX Jazz June Concerts

A northeast Portland theater company presents the adult musical ‘Avenue Q’ about Princeton, a puppet who navigates a world of racism, homophobia and homelessness.

Returning to the Stage
An award winning adult 

musical with actors and pup-
pets telling stories of racism, 
homophobia, and homeless-

ness while also taking on is-
sues like finding the purpose 
of life is returning to a Port-
land stage.

The local theater company 
Triangle Productions! presents 
the Tony Award winning play 
“Avenue Q” about Princeton 

who can’t find a place to live on 
Avenue A so finally on Avenue 
Q he “might” have a chance!

The production stars eight 
actors with four of them who 
are also puppeteers! Now 
playing Thursdays, Fridays 

and Saturdays through July 1 
at The Sanctuary at Sandy Pla-
za, 1785 N.E. Sandy Blvd. No 
one under the age of 17 admit-
ted with being accompanied 
by an adult over 21 due to sex-
ual content.

PDX Jazz closes out the 
month of June with trumpet 
sensation Ambrose Akinmu-
sire on Saturday, June 17 at 
McMenamin’s Mission The-
ater, and The Legendary Mur-
ray/El’Zabar Duo on Thursday, 
June 29 at The Old Church.

Akinmusire attended the 
Thelonious Monk Institute of 
Jazz in LA, where he studied 
with Herbie Hancock, Wayne 
Shorter and Terence Blanchard. 
In 2007, he won the prestigious 
Thelonious Monk International 
Jazz Competition and released 

his debut album Prelude...To 
Cora on the Fresh Sound label. 

Multi-reedist David Murray 
and drummer/percussionist Ka-
hil El’Zabar have been at the 
forefront of innovative musical 
exploration and creative diver-
sity for over four decades. To-
gether, they are the miracle of 
profound sound who can bril-
liantly express the epiphany to 
be free, with body and soul, plus 
the hope and desire that comes 
from blowing hot musical fire 
that one must see to believe.

Tickets are $25 in advance.
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood 

atmosphere.

Cannon’s 
rib exPress

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat: 11a- 9p

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

State Farm R

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

President and Mrs. John F. Kennedy greet onlookers outside the National Theatre.

Life of an Iconic President
One hundred years after his 

birth, John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
remains a subject of endless fasci-
nation for millions of Americans. 
During his 1,037 day presidency, 
Kennedy boasted an average ap-
proval rating of 70.1 percent, and 
his popularity has endured over 
the past half century, with public 
surveys revealing that Americans 
regard him as one of our country’s 

greatest presidents.
The Oregon Historical Soci-

ety’s current exhibition “High 
Hopes: The Journey of John F. 
Kennedy” explores Kennedy’s 
early life, his road to the presiden-
cy, and the changes he effected 
during his time in office.

The largest centennial exhibit 
outside of the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Muse-

um in Boston, features more than 
100 rare artifacts and manuscripts 
from the Mark Family Collection, 
the Shapell Manuscript Foun-
dation and the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library Museum and 
the Oregon Historical Society col-
lection.

High Hopes is on view at the 
Oregon Historical Society through 
Nov. 12. 

Tamae 
Frame’s 
ceramic 
‘Whispers 
of Earth.’

Samyak 
Yamauchi’s 

acrylic 
‘Might As 

Well Dance.’

Now Showing at Guardino
Several artists are featured this 

month at Guardino Gallery, 2939 
N.E. Alberta St.

In the Main Galley are works 
by Dave Benz. At first glance, they 
appear to be vintage sepia photo-
graphs. Upon closer examination, 
they reveal themselves to be ink 
drawings rendered on watercolor 
paper containing figurative paint-
ings and mysterious narratives.

Tamae Frame features her ce-
ramic art at the gallery, works 
that examine emotions, moods, 
feelings, and epiphanies. She uses 
the female figure as her primary 

subject, while not spotlighting any 
particular race.

Samyak Yamauchi has titled 
her paintings “One Step, Two 
Step,” exploring the concept that 
for every step we take, we move 
through the story of our lives from 
birth to death.
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Classified/Bids
PUBLIC NOTICE

Disadvantaged and Women- 
Owned Business Enterprises

C-TRAN hereby announces its 2018-2020 goal of 0.50 percent 
for Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) participation in 
federally funded contracts.
A description of how this goal was established will be available 
for public inspection Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
for 30 days from the date of this notice at C-TRAN, 2425 NE 65th 
Avenue, Vancouver, Washington 98661.
C-TRAN will accept informational comments for 45 days from the 
date of this notice. Address comments to Anna Vogel, Procurement 
Coordinator, C TRAN, PO Box 2529, Vancouver, Washington 
98668.
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) will also accept 
informational comments for 45 days from the date of this notice. 
Send comments to FTA, Region 10, 915 Second Avenue, Suite 
3142, Seattle, Washington98174.
Date of Publication:  June 12, 2017

REQUEST FOR BIDS
METRO 

Zoo Commissary Building Switchboard Replacement 
ITB 3333

Bid Date: July 6, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.
Metro, a metropolitan service district organized under the laws 
of the State of Oregon and the Metro Charter, located at 600 
NE Grand Avenue, Portland, OR 97232-2736, is hereby inviting 
sealed bids to replace the commissary building switchboard at 
the Oregon Zoo.

Sealed bids are due no later than 2:00 p.m., July 6, 2017 in 
Metro’s business offices at 600 NE Grand Avenue, Portland, OR  
97232-2736, Attention: Julie Hoffman, Procurement Analyst, ITB 
3333.  Bids will be opened publicly at that time.

Contractor is to provide all equipment, labor and required 
materials necessary to replace the main electrical switchboard at 
the Commissary Building at the Oregon Zoo as described in the 
solicitation document.

A voluntary Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled for all potential 
prime and sub-contractors on June 19, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. at the 
Oregon Zoo, located at 4001 SW Canyon Rd. Portland, OR 97221, 
in the Cascade Crest Building – Lower Lobby.  Admission to the 
Zoo is not required.  Interested sub-contractors are also invited. 

Solicitation documents can be viewed and downloaded from the 
Oregon Procurement Information Network (ORPIN) at http://orpin.
oregon.gov/open.dll/

Metro may accept or reject any or all bids, in whole or in part, or 
waive irregularities not affecting substantial rights if such action 
is deemed in the public interest.  

Metro extends equal opportunity to all persons and specifically 
encourages minority, women-owned and emerging small 
businesses to access and participate in this and all Metro projects, 
programs and services. 

Metro and its contractors will not discriminate against any 
person(s), employee or applicant for employment based on 
race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, religion, 
disability, political affiliation or marital status.  Metro fully complies 
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and 
regulations in all programs and activities.  For more information, 
or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, see www.oregonmetro.gov.

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
Portland Expo Center and 
Portland’5 Center for the Arts 
and provides services that 
cross city limits and county 
lines including land use and 
transportation planning, parks 
and nature programs, and 
garbage and recycling systems.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
current openings and a link to 
our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Advertise with diversity 
in The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 
or email ads@portlandobserver.com

SUB-BIDS REQUESTED
Bay Area Hospital

E.D. & Psych Renovation
Coos Bay, OR

Bid Package: #1
All Work

(Includes: CIP Concrete, Unit Masonry, Metal Fabrications, 
Casework, Sheet Metal Flashing & Trim, Glazing, Doors, Frames 
& Hardware, Drywall, Flooring, Painting, Lockers, Medical 
Equipment, Window Coverings, MEP)
Pre-Bid Meeting: June 15th  1:00pm
Bids Due:  July 7th  2:00pm
Bid Documents: www.hoffmancorp.com/subcontractors

805 SW Broadway, Suite 2100, Portland, OR 97205
Phone (503) 221-8811  •  Bid Fax (503) 221-8888

BIDS@hoffmancorp.com
Hoffman is an equal opportunity employer and requests sub-bids from 
all interested firms including disadvantaged, minority, women, disabled 
veterans and emerging small business enterprises

OR CCB#28417 / LIC HOFFMCC164NC

Job Opening
Zeller Chapel of the Roses is 
looking for an individual who 
has a passion to help families do 
advance planning.  An insurance 
license is required or applicant 
must be willing to obtain one.  
The position is commission 
based and has a flexible 
schedule with paid training.  This 
position is perfect for someone 
who is outgoing, articulate and 
enjoys helping others.  
Interested candidates can 
reach out to Curtis.Barber@
Dignitymemorial.com or by 
phone 503 730 0763.

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L E g a L  n o t i c E s
Need to publish a court doc-
ument or notice? Need an af-
fidavit of publication quickly 
and efficiently? Please fax or 
e-mail your notice for a free 
price quote!

Advertise with diversity in 
The Portland Observer
email ads@portlandobserver.com
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CalendarJune 2017
SUNDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

It Does Good ThingsTM

This page is sponsored by Oregon Lottery R

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Stand for Children 
Day

George Mendoza 
born, 1955

Radio Patented, 
1896

First U.S. Space 
Walk By Ed White 
in 1965

Aesop’s Birthday
First Ford Made, 
1896.

First Hot Air Bal-
loon Flight, 1783

First Apple II com-
puters sold, 1977

National Ginger-
bread Day

World Environment 
Day

First Drive-in Movie 
Theater, 1933

Nikki Giovanni born, 
1943

Frank Lloyd Wright 
Born in 1867

World Egg Day
Donald Duck born, 
1934

Maurice Sendak 
born, 1928

National Yo-Yo Day

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Race Unity Day
E.T. Movie Pre-
miered, 1982

Robert Munsch born, 
1945

Anne Frank born, 
1929

The Baseball was 
Invented In 1839

Magic Day

Mary Kate and 
Ashley Olsen born, 
1986

National Flag Day 
(U.S.)

‘Pop Goes the Wea-
sel’ Day

Fly a Kite Day
Power of a Smile 
Day, established by 
I. Fischer Jr., 1834

National Fudge Day World Juggler’s Day
Eat Your Vegetables 
Day

Father’s Day
International Picnic 
Day

Garfield Debuted in 
1978

Juneteenth

American Eagle Day
Ice Cream Soda Day

First Day of Summer US Department of 
Justice Established 
in 1870

Theodore Taylor 
born, 1922

Typewriter Patented 
In 1868

Kathryn Lasky born, 
1944

U.F.O. Day; first 
documented UFO 
sighting on this day

Eid al-Fitr, Muslim 
Holiday

LEON Day (NOEL 
spelled backwards-- 
six months til xmas)

Bicycle Patented In 
1819

Toothbrush Invented 
In 1498

Helen Keller Born in 
1880

Melody for Happy 
Birthday Song Writ-
ten, 1859

Paul Bunyan Day First iPhone re-
leased, 2007

Camera Day

Meteor Day
National Organi-
zation of Women 
Founded In 1966
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