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Justine Kuunifa, a licensed nurse practitioner from Molalla, supports Measure 101 because of the impact it will have on the families and seniors he treats.

Healthcare on the Line
Measure would 
protect coverage for 
working poor
by Danny peterson

the portlanD observer

A wide coalition of health care advo-
cates, including progressive and social 
justice organizations, are encouraging a 
yes vote in an upcoming special election 

to fund a major slice of the Oregon Health 
Plan, the state’s health insurance program 
serving low income residents.

Voters in the Jan. 23 vote-by-mail elec-
tion will decide if new fees on hospitals, 
clinics and insurance companies will cover 
the costs of expanding Medicaid coverage 
for the working poor, as passed by the Or-
egon Legislature in 2017 but referred to 
voters.

Known as Measure 101, the proposal 
also specifies that insurance companies are 

not allowed to increase customer premi-
ums or their out-of-pocket costs by more 
than 1.5 percent as a way to prevent the 
added expenses to be passed on to patients.

The assessments would collect between 
$210-$320 million, officials said, which 
the federal government would match dol-
lar-for-dollar. Without them, the Oregon 
economy would lose billions in federal 
funds and Oregon Health Plan enrollment 
would decline by more than one-third, 
making it difficult to maintain the infra-

structure of the state’s coordinated health-
care organizations, advocates say.

Proponents of the measure include a 
coalition of over 160 organizations called 
Yes for Healthcare, drawing support from 
a wide range of civil rights groups, includ-
ing the Urban League of Portland, Basic 
Rights Oregon, Multnomah County Dem-
ocrats, and Portland Resistance, the activ-
ist organization formed last year after the 

continueD on page 4

A Change  
of Pace
Singer adapts to 
new hometown
See Metro, page 9

Supreme Court 
Appointment

First African 
American to serve 

state’s highest court
See Local News, page 3
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Oregon Healthcare Enrollment Record
Even with President Trump’s shortened open-en-
rollment period, officials reported last week that 
over 156,000 Oregonians have signed up for health 
insurance through the Affordable Care Act and the 
federal provider Healthcare.gov, marking the high-
est total in state history.

Activist Daughter Dies
The daughter of a New York man 
whose death during an attempted 
arrest for selling cigarettes helped 
spark the “Black Lives Matter” 
movement against police brutal-
ity, died on Saturday. Erica Garner, 27, suffered a 
heart attack triggered by an asthma attack, family 
members said.  She became an activist against po-
lice brutality after the July 2014 death of her father, 
Eric Garner.

Lower Utility Rates to Offset Tax Relief Sought
The Public Utility Commission of Oregon reported 
last week that it is receiving applications from regu-
lated electric and natural gas utilities to pass on sav-
ings to Oregon customers due to the recently passed 
tax reform law. Utility companies routinely pass on 
tax costs to customers and officials will make sure 

Alice Cuprill-Comas

New Leader for Port of Portland
Gov. apponts  
Cuprill-Comas 
to commission

Gov. Kate Brown has appointed 
Alice Cuprill-Comas as president 
of the Port of Portland Commis-
sion.

Cuprill-Comas is senior vice 
president and general counsel for 
Oregon Health & Science Univer-
sity, and she replaces Jim Carter 
who just completed an eight-year 
term as Commission President, 
and who agreed to remain as a 
commissioner until his replace-
ment was selected.

“I sincerely appreciate Jim 
Carter’s years of service, and wel-
come Alice Cuprill-Comas to the 
Port of Portland Commission,” 

Brown said, when she made the 
announcement last week. “The 
Port Commission plays a key role 
in propelling statewide economic 
prosperity, and Alice’s visionary 
leadership will help ensure our 
marine ports and air terminals 
continue to meet the needs of Ore-
gonians in the competitive, global 
economy.”

Before joining OHSU in No-
vember 2012, Cuprill-Comas was 
in private practice for more than 
15 years, most recently as a part-
ner at Ater Wynne in Portland. She 
has also served as general counsel 
to Prometheus Energy Company, 
an alternative fuels company with 
international operations head-
quartered in Seattle. Originally 
from Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, 
Cuprill-Comas earned a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree with honors from 

the University of Texas in Austin 
in 1992, and a Juris Doctor from 
Lewis & Clark in Portland in 
1994. 

“It’s an honor to lead the Port 
Commission at a time when the 
organization is facing so many ex-
citing opportunities,” Cuprill-Co-
mas said. “From a major airport 
expansion, to Portland Harbor 
Superfund cleanup and our ma-
rine future, these are complex is-
sues that can make a difference in 
quality of life for families in our 
region.”

“On behalf of all of us at the 
Port of Portland, we thank Jim 
Carter for his tremendous leader-
ship over the years,” said Curtis 
Robinhold, Port executive direc-
tor. “Jim presided over important 
opportunities for the Port with 
a thoughtful approach and keen 

guidance that benefits the thou-
sands of people who rely on our 
airports, marine terminals and 
business parks every day.” 

The nine-member Port Com-
mission sets Port policy during 
its monthly meetings. At least 
two commissioners must each 
live in one of the three counties 
in the Port district (Multnomah, 
Washington and Clackamas 
counties). The remaining mem-
bers may live in any part of the 
state. Commissioners are unpaid 
volunteers who are appointed by 
the Governor and confirmed by 
the Oregon Senate. They serve 
four-year terms and can be reap-
pointed. Commission presidents 
are selected by and serve at the 
pleasure of the Governor. The 
Commission appoints the Port’s 
executive director.
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The Week 
in Review

any savings on taxes are passed on to ratepayers, of-
ficials said.

Manslaughter Charged Reversed
A manslaughter conviction was 
thrown out last week for a man con-
victed of fatally shooting his gay 
cousin in a Gresham parking lot 
back in 2013. The Oregon Court 
of Appeals said Brandon Hickman, 
32, was improperly questioned by 
police detectives and made incrimi-
nating statements that should not have been allowed 
during his 2015 trial.

Legal Pot Begins with New Year in California
The arrival of the New Year in California brought 
with it legalization of marijuana, a much-antic-
ipated change that comes two decades after the 
state was the first to allow pot for medical use. 
The nation’s most populous state joins a growing 
list of other states, including Oregon, where so-
called recreational marijuana is permitted even 
though the federal government continues to clas-
sify pot as a controlled substance, like heroin and 
LSD.

Dangerous Deep Freeze in East, South
Millions of Americans woke up Tuesday in a dan-
gerous deep freeze. Wind chills in most of the coun-
try are plunging far below normal -- all the way 
down to south Texas, where it felt like minus 10 
degrees in Amarillo. At least five deaths, including 
two in Milwaukee and three in Chicago, are being 
blamed on the cold. 
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Brad Avakian

Ruling Validates Equality Law
Labor 
commissioner 
wins case 
against bakers

Oregon Bureau of Labor and 
Industries Commissioner Brad 
Avakian says Oregon’s protec-
tions against discrimination in 
public accommodations remain 
strong after a higher court affirmed 
a finding that an Oregon bakery 
discriminated against a couple be-
cause they were Lesbians.

The Oregon Court of Appeals 
last week upheld emotional dis-
tress damages for the same-sex 
couple, which was denied ser-
vice by the Sweet Cakes bakery 
in Gresham. The ruling affirms 
the Oregon Bureau of Labor and 
Industry’s finding that the owners 
unlawfully discriminated against 

the couple in violation of the Ore-
gon Equality Act of 2007 by deny-
ing them full and equal access to 
a place of public accommodation.

The court affirmed both the 
$135,000 in damages and the 
underlining violation of the law 
while rejecting BOLI’s finding 
that the Klein’s public statements 

represented an intent to unlawful-
ly discriminate in the future.  

Under Oregon law, businesses 
cannot refuse service based on 
sexual orientation, just as they 
cannot turn customers away be-
cause of race, sex, disability, age 
or religion. 

In response to the ruling, Com-
missioner Brad Avakian explained 
that within Oregon’s public ac-
commodations law is the basic 
principle of human decency that 
every person, regardless of their 
sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity, has the freedom to fully par-
ticipate in society. 

“For the past 10 years, the Ore-
gon Equality Act of 2007 has pro-
tected Oregonians from unlawful 
discrimination in housing, em-
ployment and public places. To-
day’s ruling sends a strong signal 
that Oregon remains open to all,” 

continueD on page 4

Adrienne C. 
Nelson will be 
the first African 
American 
to serve on 
the Oregon 
Supreme Court. 
Her historical 
appointment 
was made 
Tuesday by 
Oregon Gov. 
Kate Brown.

History Making
Gov. Kate Brown announced 

Tuesday that she will appoint 
Multnomah County Circuit Court 
Judge Adrienne C. Nelson to the 
Oregon Supreme Court, the first 
African American to serve on the 
state’s highest court.

Brown called Nelson “a widely 
respected civil rights champion, 
whose perspective on the bench 
will move us closer to a shared vi-
sion of justice for all.”

Nelson will bring “a new voice 
and wealth of experience” gained 

1st African American named to supreme court
from her 12 years on the trial 
bench,” Brown said.

“In addition to her work in the 
courtroom, she has made extraor-
dinary strides to make the trial 
bench more receptive to the needs 
and experiences of diverse and 
underserved communities in our 
state,” the governor added.

Nelson will fill a vacancy cre-
ated by the retirement of Justice 
Jack L. Landau. The appointment 
is effective immediately.

Judge Nelson was appointed 

to the Multnomah County circuit 
court bench by Gov. Ted Kulon-
goski in 2006. She earlier worked 
at Portland State University as a 
senior attorney and coordinator 
of Student Legal and Mediation 
Services, from 2004 to 2006. 
Prior to that, she worked at the 
Portland firm Bennett, Hartman, 
Morris and Kaplan, from 1999 to 
2004.

Nelson began her legal career 
continueD on page14

food
page 16
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Healthcare on the Line
continueD from front

election of President Trump.
Voting “no” would jeopardize 

health insurance coverage for 
up to 350,000 Oregonians who 
would otherwise qualify under 
the Oregon Health Plan. But op-
ponents say it would force law-
makers to figure out a way to fund 
the healthcare program from other 
revenue sources.

The special election came 
about after three Republican rep-
resentatives, Julie Parrish of West 
Linn, Sal Esquivel of Medford, 
and Cedric Hayden of Roseburg 
pooled their resources  to help 
gather nearly 85,000 signatures to 
refer the bill to a vote.

Patty Wentz, an advocate from 
Yes for Healthcare, which also 
includes the Oregon AARP, Ore-
gon Nurses Association, Oregon 
Medical Association, and Oregon 
School Boards Association, told 
the Portland Observer that if Mea-
sure 101 is passed, premiums will 
decrease by about $300 a year for 
people who buy their own cover-
age -- that’s folks who aren’t cov-
ered by an employers’ insurance 
plan. And it would fund Medicaid, 
which 1 in 4 Oregonians count on, 
including 400,000 kids.

“It’s very important for every-
one to vote,” she said. “Healthcare 
is at stake.”

Christy Similia, a registered 
nurse who endorses Measure 101, 

said passing the ballot would pro-
tect health care coverage for pa-
tients and stabilize the insurance 
market.

“When families don’t have cov-
erage, a single hospitalization can 
throw them into a financial spiral it 
can take years to get out of. Having 
a coalition of more than 160 orga-
nizations shows that Oregonians 
believe that everyone in our state 
deserves health care,” she said. 

Another voice in the wave of 
support comes from the chief 
executive officer and president 
of Central City Concern, Rachel 
Solotaroff, who is also a physi-
cian. The organization provides 
facilitates healthcare, affordable 
supportive housing, supportive 

employment, and peer support to 
help move people out of home-
lessness, overcome their addic-
tion, and become thriving mem-
bers of the community.

She told the Portland Observer 
that passage of the measure will 
mean that 4,500 healthcare clients 
who suffer from a mental illness 
and are served by the organization 
will be able to receive medication, 
counseling, and case manage-
ment to get off the street and build 
meaningful lives.

If the Medicaid funding falls 
through, she said, it would be 
more costly for everybody, not 
just low income folks. 

“What we will see is all these 
people that I described to you who 
don’t have care will start seeking 
it in really expensive ways and 
that cost will shift back to the 
taxpayer. So by investing in af-
fordable health care for all Ore-
gonians, you’re not only doing the 
right thing for the quality of life of 
everybody in our state, your also 

making the smarter financial deci-
sion for yourself, as a taxpayer,” 
Solotaroff said. 

Portland’s Resistance said vot-
ing yes will help supplement a gap 
in health coverage that the Trump 
administration is trying to make 
wider by undercutting the Afford-
able Care Act. The group argues 
that a lack of healthcare access 
disproportionately impacts people 
of color and the working class.

“Portland’s Resistance envi-
sions a just society which pro-
vides access to health services for 
all of its members throughout their 
lifetimes. We’re calling for health 
care that is culturally competent 
and individually responsive, rec-
ognizing a long history of health 
based injustice,” Courtney Rae, 
an organizer of Portland’s Resis-
tance, said in a press release.

More information about Yes for 
Healthcare, including how to vol-
unteer to do door-to-door canvass-
ing, can be found at yesforhealth-
care.org. 

Avakian said.
In each civil rights investiga-

tion, the Bureau of Labor and In-
dustries approaches the complaint 
not with a bias for or against the 
complainant, but with a duty to 
determine the unique set of facts, 
officials said.  In the vast ma-
jority of all employment, hous-
ing and public accommodations 
complaints filed under the Ore-

Validates Equality Law
continueD from page 3 gon Equality Act of 2007, BOLI 

investigators have found that no 
substantial evidence exists to 
support charges of discrimination 
based on sexual orientation or 
gender identity, officials said. 

Any Oregon employer seek-
ing to navigate the Oregon 
Equality Act or other civil rights 
protections can contact BOLI’s 
Technical Assistance for Em-
ployers with questions at (971) 
673-0824.
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Need to publish a court document or notice? Need an affidavit of 
publication quickly and efficiently? Please fax or e-mail your notice 
for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail:  classifieds@portlandobserver.com

The Portland Observer

L e g a L  N o t i c e s

Jump Start College Savings
Babies qualify  
for $25 incentive

New and expecting parents have another reason 
to celebrate the New Year: Their babies can get a 
jumpstart on saving for college through the Oregon 
College Savings Plan.

When an account under the plan is opened for a 
child before their first birthday, $25 is automatically 
contributed to the account within three months. 

Children born after Jan. 1, 2017 qualify. 

“We’ve found that even a small incentive like $25 
is just the nudge families need to start saving for 
higher education,” said Michael Parker, executive 
director of the Oregon Savings Network,

Money saved in the Oregon College Savings Plan 
is invested and grows tax-free. It can be used to pay 
for tuition, books, room and board, fees and other 
education expenses at universities, colleges, trade 
schools and community colleges across the country.

To learn more about the Oregon College Savings 
Plan or open an account, go to OregonCollegeSav-
ings.com.

Lead Poisoning Prevention Workshop
Area residents are invited to attend free work-

shops during the month of January on the dangers 
of lead poisoning or attend another session later this 
month on how to be lead safe when doing home re-
modeling projects in pre-1978 housing.

The nonprofit Community Energy Project is host-
ing four workshops where participants will learn 
how to prevent lead exposure in your home. This 
information is especially important for households 
with children or pregnant women, especially those 
living in homes built before 1978.

A Lead-Safe Home Project workshop on Jan. 
30 is for anyone looking to complete a small proj-
ect that may involve exposure to lead paint, such 
as sanding down and old window frame, re-pur-
posing an older door with potential lead pain, or 
any other small construction project in an older 
home.

Qualified participants will receive a free kit of 
safety and testing supplies.

Register for the workshops at communityener-
gyproject.org or call 503-284-6827, extension 109.

Advertise with diversity 
in The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 or email ads@portlandobserver.com



Page 6   January 3, 2018

B U S I N E S S G u i d e

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Seasonal
Clean Up 
Special!

E-Waste • Car Towing
Appliances • Debris 

Scrap Metal • Recycling

ABLE ARM Reycling
(503) 545-3160

Double J
Tires

New & Used Tires

Overstock & Used Tires
$20 & up   Priced To Sell

All tires mounted & balanced 
on the car, out the door – no 

additives.
Free stock wheels w/ purchase of 

any new or used tire
limited to stock on hand 30 years 

in business

2 locations to Serve You
6841 NE MLK, Portland   

503-283-9437
4510 SE 52nd & Holgate  

503-771-1834

Advertise

with diversity in

The Portland Observer

BUSINESS
GUIDE

Call 503-288-0033
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Got Loved Ones You Want to Visit?
Coffee Creek, Two Rivers, Snake River, OSP, Deer Ridge, 

Mill Creek, Federal, OSCI, Eastern Oregon or other institutions?

We can Help. Carpool with us on the weekend.

Lunch Included. Space is Limited, RSVP required.

For More information . . .

Call or Text 503-447-6550

Chicago-Style 
Steppin

Fun, Healthy Social 
Dance for Couples 
and Singles.

Weekly Classes
www.groovinhighsteppers.com

Denise Johnson 503-819-4576
Hernandez Williams 206-683-4101

Co-Founders and Instructers

A large kiosk at Esther Short Park in downtown Vancouver marks the first batch of new transportation 
signs being installed with the New Year to improve navigation for pedestrians and others.

Encouraging the Walk
Visitors to downtown Vancou-

ver are being greeted in the New 
Year with colorful new wayfind-

ing signs to encourage walking 
and exploration of the city.

Thanks to the work of commu-

nity stakeholders and a $75,000 
Lodging Tax Program grant, Van-
couver Public Works crews re-
cently began installing 38 pedes-
trian wayfinding signs throughout 
downtown Vancouver, including 
34 smaller post-mounted signs, 
two large kiosk signs at Esther 
Short Park and two corridor map 
signs along primary north and 
south walking routes. 

The signs are part of the 
Downtown Vancouver Pedestri-
an Wayfinding Plan, which was 
developed with the help over 20 
community stakeholders repre-
senting different organizations, 
neighborhood associations and 
businesses.

The plan was developed in an 
effort to improve navigation in 
the downtown area, encourage 
walking and exploration, sup-
port the vitality of downtown 
businesses and services, and for 
being reflect the character of the 
community.
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&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050  •  Fax 503-227-8757
michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

State Farm R

Agent

Providing Insurance  
and Financial Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, Illinois 61710

Terence Keller
A full Service Realtor

• List & Sell your House
• Find your New Home
• Help you Invest

• Find you the Best Loan
• Help with Pre-Sale Prep
• Hold Open House to sell your home

Portland is my Town
Call Terence Keller

503 839-6126
Liberty Group Realtors Inc.

terencekellersr@gmail.com  •  Oregon License 200306037

Carol Chapel uses mixed 
media to draw and capture 
the essence of insects.

Jerri Bartholomew’s 
“Under the 
Microscope” explores 
the microbial world.

Artists View Natural World
The works of two artists who 

view the natural world through a 
lens highlight the Main Gallery 
show for January at Guardino 
Gallery, 2939 N.E. Alberta St., 

Carol Chapel’s inspiration for 
her “Unseen World” of insects 

came from looking in a micro-
scope. She communicates the es-
sence of insects through her draw-
ings.

Jerri Barthlomew is a micro-
biologist who uses glass as a 
medium to explore the microbial 
world.  She thinks of her process 
as collages in glass, combining 
photographic screen prints using 
a variety of fusing and cold-work-
ing techniques. 

In the gallery’s Feature Area, 
Paul Griffitts presents his 3D 
fractal art using the fundamental 
beauty of mathematics, as seen 
in nature, and the aid of advanced 
technology as a new means of ex-
pression.
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We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood atmosphere.

cannon’s 
rib express

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat: 11a- 9p

Advertise with diversity in 

The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 

or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Metropolitan Youth Symphony is welcoming the New Year with a Sunday, Jan. 7 concert by Project 
Trio (above) joining them on stage for a high octane mix of music including rhythmically charged 
originals and covers ranging from classical to jazz to hip-hop and rock.

Jamming with Project Trio
Metropolitan Youth Sympho-

ny is welcoming the New Year 
with an exciting collaboration 
with Friends of Chamber Music, 
a concert featuring world-class 
artists from Project Trio and the 
MYS Symphony Orchestra con-
ducted by Music Director Raúl 

Gómez.
Blending their classical train-

ing and eclectic taste in musical 
styles, Project Trio is one of the 
most watched instrumental en-
sembles on the Internet. The trio 
has its own YouTube channel, 
which has over 80 million views 

and 96,000 subscribers.
The concert promises a high 

octane mix of music ranging from 
classical to jazz to hip hop and 
rock. It takes place Sunday, Jan. 7 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Newmark The-
ater, downtown. For tickets, visit 
focm.org.

Aaron Nigel Smith Ras Danny

Reggae Music Show Debut
KBOO Community radio reg-

gae programmer Ras Danny and 
award winning reggae artist Aar-
on Nigel Smith want Portland to 
become an important hub for reg-
gae music. Opening the New Year, 
they are launching their first of 
what they hope will be a series of 
shows for the Portland community 
connected with the global and lo-
cal reggae scene.

Rocker-T and the 7th Street 

Band will headline the first “Just-
SomeReggaeFolk” event, Saturday, 
Jan. 6 at Mississippi Studios, 3939 
N. Mississippi Ave. Doors open at 8 
p.m. for the 21 and over show. The 
local group Ska, Rocksteady, soul 
band Heavy City and DJ Cansaman 
will round out the lineup.

“Reggae music is the heartbeat 
of our planet,” says Danny. “We 
want Portland to come together in 
the spirit of unity and dance to the 

reggae riddim.’
Smith, known for his work in 

the world of children’s music, will 
debut music from a new album 
geared to adults.

“The current social and politi-
cal climate brings up a lot of stuff 
for me that I can’t express through 
the medium of kids music, so I’m 
excited for the opportunity to 
share some of these new songs,” 
says Smith.
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Vancouver
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Portland-based singer Fritzwa creates soulful vocals by combining elements of jazz, classical, soul, R & B, and hip hop.

A Change
of Pace

Soul singer from 
NYC settles in
by Danny peterson

the portlanD observer

In her latest single, ‘Sittin’ Pret-
ty,’ acclaimed Portland-based soul 
singer Fritzwa combines elements 
of jazz, classical, soul, and R & B 
to create a tune that is both rhythmic 
and relaxing.

The song’s video, which can be 
found on YouTube, has her dancing 
and singing in scenic Oregon back-
drops like Angels Rest, Boardman 
Tree Farm, Jefferson High School 
and Washington Park. Some of the 
shots are from the Columbia Gorge, 
captured before the area was black-

ened by this summer’s wildfires. 
Originally from New York City, 

Fritzwa told the Portland Observer 
that the change of pace to the West 
Coast has been a welcome one. 

“Growing up in NYC was very 
fast paced. It’s a compact city so 
doing an abundance of things in one 

day is the norm. Portland forced me 
to slow down a bit. Oregon is eas-
ily the most scenic place I’ve ever 
lived. The different topographies are 
what made shooting “Sittin’ Pretty” 
here an easy decision,” she said.  

Trained in classical and jazz pia-
no from a young age, Fritzwa said 

music in many forms has been a part 
of her life for as long as she could 
remember. 

 “My father was also at one point 
a drummer and passed down a lot 
of his musical taste. In addition to 
what was on the radio growing up, 
I listened to jazz soul and funk from 
the 70’s and 80s. My mom was into 
big band. There was just a myriad 
of music swirling around my house-
hold.” 

All of those genres coalesce in 
Fritzwa’s music, which can be found 
at soundcloud.com/Fritzwa-music. 
Her next show will be at the Holo-
cene on Southeast Morrison Street 
on Wednesday, Jan.10 at 7 p.m. Fol-
low her on social media for the lat-
est info.
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Showdogs is a full service salon. We do 
baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing, 
nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, mud 
baths, and ear cleaning. We also have health 
care and grooming products to keep your 
pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard

Portland, OR 97217
503-283-1177

Tuesday-Saturday
Monday

9am-7pm
10am-4pm

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.

State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

‘Change’,  a Leslie Nemour 
oil painting from 2009, 

depicts Barrack and 
Michelle Obama in Chicago 
after the Obama’s election 

as president.

Inspired by Rebellious Women
Clackamas Community 

College will host “Lessons 
from the Dark,” an exhibit of 
paintings inspired by a Califor-
nia-based artist’s fascination 
with rebellious women from 
the movies.

Leslie Nemour’s works 
capture rebellious personas of 
women in roles such as tom-
boys, sex kittens, aristocrats 
and servants, all using projec-
tor screens as her canvases. 
Her compositions explore the 
validity of both heroic and un-
scrupulous characters. 

Nemour is an associate pro-
fessor of art at MiraCosta Col-
lege. Her work has been shown 
nationally and is supported by 
social and public art advocates.

The exhibit will open Friday, 
Jan. 8 in the college’s Alexan-
der Gallery, and run through 
Feb. 2.  An artist’s reception 
will be held at the gallery on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, from noon 
to 1:30 p.m.

The gallery is free and open 
to the public Monday-Friday, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., with the exception 
of campus closures.

Advertise

with diversity in

The Portland Observer

BUSINESS
GUIDE

Call 503-288-0033

ads@portlandobserver.com
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Advertise with diversity in 
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Call 503-288-0033 

or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman 
Sylvester plays Friday, Jan. 5 at Trail’s End Sa-
loon in Oregon City; Saturday, Jan. 6 at Catfish 
Lou’s; Friday, Jan. 12 at C I Bar and Grill in 
Tualatin; Saturday, Jan. 13 at the Spare Room; 
Wednesday, Jan. 17 at Billy Blues in Vancouver; 
Friday, Jan. 19 at the Vinyl Tap; Friday, Jan. 26 
at Clyde’s and Saturday, Jan. 27 at the Rogue 
Pub in North Plains.
Zoo for All -- The Oregon Zoo has launched 
“Zoo for All,” a new discount program that 
provides $5 admission for low income indi-
viduals and families. Visitors may purchase up 
to six of the $5 tickets by brining a photo ID 
and documentation showing they participate in 
low income service, like the Oregon Trial Card, 
Medicaid, Section 8, Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families, and Head Start.

OMSI Exhibit Arctic Thaw -- “Under the Arc-
tic: Digging into Permafrost” in a new exhibit at 
OMSI addressing the subject of climate change 
as viewed through the lens of a thawing Arctic 
using exciting interactive features such as an 
Alaskan permafrost tunnel replica, fossil re-
search stations and interactive games.
Discount Tickets -- Low income families and 
individuals can purchase $5 tickets to classi-
cal musical performances in Portland as part 
of a unique program called Music for All. Par-
ticipating organizations include the Oregon 
Symphony, Portland Opera, Oregon Ballet 
Theater, Chamber Music Northwest, Portland 
Youth Philharmonic, Portland Baroque Or-
chestra, Friends of Chamber Music, Portland 
Chamber Orchestra, Portland Piano Interna-

tional, Portland Symphonic Choir, Cappella 
Romana and Portland Vocal Consort.

History Hub -- Oregon Historical Society ex-
hibit for young people explores the topic of di-
versity with interactive objects and pictures that 
tell the stories of the people of Oregon, past and 
present. With puzzles, touch screen activities 
and board games, History Hub asks students to 
consider questions like “Who is an Oregonian?,” 
“How has discrimination and segregation affect-
ed people who live in Oregon?,” and “How can 
you make Oregon a great place for everyone?”
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

New Prices 
Effective
April 1, 2017

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL                                       

PRICES & SERVICES                                                    
Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $49.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 
Area/Oriental Rugs:  
 $25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):                                                                    
$40.00 Minimum 
Heavily Soiled Area: 
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

A New Year’s Resolution: Time to Speak Up
When men do 
things that make me 
uneasy
by Jill richarDson

As we go into a new 
year, I have a resolu-
tion. I’m going to speak 
up more when men do 
things that make me un-
easy.

Take the other day, for example.
I really like my neighbor. I also have no 

interest in dating him. It’s nothing against 
him, really. But I don’t know him well, 
and I’m not interested in dating anyone 
at the moment. (Men don’t believe that 
when I say it, but it’s true. And that isn’t 
some female code for “try harder.”)

I ran into my neighbor while coming 
home, and we stopped to chat. Before we 
parted, he touched the back of my neck 
and kind of massaged it for a second.

Not knowing what that meant, or what 
to do about it, I did nothing. I pretended it 
didn’t happen. Denial works, right?

A few days later I ran into him again. 
Again we chatted, and he massaged my 
neck for a second or two again. What?

Seriously, I would never, ever do that to 
someone I wasn’t dating. Why is he doing 
that?

He isn’t being aggressive, exactly. My 
neck isn’t an erogenous zone. He isn’t do-
ing anything else. And I want to be friends 
with this guy. He’s a nice guy.

I don’t look forward to the awkward 
conversation when I tell him to knock it 
off. I don’t want to harm our friendship. 
That’s why I’ve said nothing.

But the truth is, this was how it started 
with the first man who sexually assaulted 
me back in college. It started out with just 
some unwanted touching. In that case, he 
held my hand.

There were more red flags with the guy 
in college. I’d yank my hand away, he’d 
take it again. Rinse, repeat.

Ultimately that escalated to an actual 
assault.

The perpetrator is now a pediatric neu-
rologist. With the #MeToo movement, 
I’ve considered telling his employer. But 
is it worth ruining someone’s career be-
cause he assaulted me nearly two decades 
ago? I don’t know.

But I do know I’m going to have to 
speak up to my neck-rubbing neighbor.

Most men aren’t rapists. But when 
women don’t tell men that their behav-
ior makes women uncomfortable, the sad 
truth is that men may think what they’ve 
done is okay — even though it’s positive 
consent they should be looking for.

Why don’t we speak up? Often men 
become defensive. Some think that 

they’re the arbiters of whether they’ve 
made us feel uncomfortable or unsafe. 
That’s ridiculous. If a woman says she 
feels uncomfortable, then that’s how she 
feels.

I know I’m not the only woman who 
will start speaking out more, but men 
need to listen when we do.

And please, guys, be more conscious 
of your actions. Don’t call a woman you 
aren’t dating names like “sweetie.” And 
don’t assume we want any touch other 
than a handshake — even when we’re too 
uncomfortable to say otherwise.

And when we do tell you what we don’t 
like, listen. If you feel yourself getting de-
fensive, work through your feelings, and 
then listen. Don’t verbally attack some-
one for having the courage to tell you the 
truth.

Stop using your sexual conquest of 
women as a measure of your manhood. 
Women are people, not objects. The only 
“game” you need is to act like a human 
being and treat us like humans too.

OtherWords columnist Jill Richardson 
is the author of Recipe for America: Why 
Our Food System Is Broken and What We 
Can Do to Fix It. Distributed by Other-
Words.org.

...the sad truth is that men may think 
what they’ve done is okay — even though it’s 
positive consent they should be looking for.
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Help for Struggling Millionaires Is On the Way
Gutting the 
estate tax is a 
bad idea
by chuck collins

It isn’t easy being 
a millionaire these 
days, especially if 
you’ve got less than 
$20 million. Fortu-
nately, Congress is watching 
out for you.

Yes, the Republican tax cut 
bonanza targets lower end 
millionaires for special relief. 
Now those struggling to scrape 
by with $15 million or $20 
million can breathe more easi-
ly. And even lowly billionaires 
will be able to keep more of 
their wealth.

Why? Because Congress 
just increased the amount of 
wealth exempted by the estate 
tax, our nation’s only levy on 
inherited wealth.

In the bad old days, a fam-
ily had to have $11 million in 

On the Verge of another Unnecessary War

wealth before they were subject 
to the tax. This exempted the 
99.8 percent of undisciplined 
taxpayers who, in the words 

of Iowa Sen. Chuck 
Grassley, had squan-
dered their wealth on 
“booze, women, and 
movies.”

Now no family with 
less than $22 million 
will pay it (or indi-

viduals with less than $10.9 
million). This gift to “grate-
ful heirs” will cost $83 billion 
over the next decade.

Gutting the estate tax is a 
bad idea — it raises substan-
tial revenue from those with 
the greatest capacity to pay. 
Even in a weakened state, it 
would have raised over $260 
billion over the next decade.

The estate tax was estab-
lished a century ago during 
the first Gilded Age, a peri-
od of grotesque inequality. 
Champions of establishing a 
tax on inherited wealth includ-
ed President Theodore Roos-

evelt and industrialist Andrew 
Carnegie, who viewed it as a 
brake on the concentration of 
wealth and power.

Modern Republicans, how-
ever, paint the tyrannical 
“death tax” as an unfair pen-
alty on small businesses and 
family farmers. But that’s a 
myth.

The most vocal champion 
of estate tax repeal is Rep. 
Kristi Noem, a South Dakota 
Republican who became the 
GOP poster child for farm-
ers touched by the estate tax. 
House Speaker Paul Ryan ap-
pointed her on the tax confer-
ence committee to advocate 
for estate tax repeal because 
of her compelling story.

Noem says her family was 
subject to the tax after her fa-
ther died in a farm accident in 
1994, a story she repeats con-
stantly.

The only problem, as jour-
nalists recently discovered, is 
that her family paid the tax 
only because of a fluke in 

South Dakota law that was 
changed in 1995. Her expe-
rience has little to do with 
the federal estate tax, which 
has been substantially scaled 
down in recent decades.

And while Noem was com-
plaining about government 
taxes, the family ranch has 
collected over $3.7 million in 
taxpayer funded farm subsi-
dies since 1995.

Noem attacked the reporting 
as “fake news,” even though it 
was based on legal documents 
she filed herself.

The reality is that the small 
number of estate tax benefi-
ciaries aren’t farmers at all. 
They’re mostly wealthy city 
dwellers.

Still, the fact that the estate 
tax lives on creates an oppor-
tunity to make it better.

Lawmakers should insti-
tute a graduated rate struc-
ture, so that billionaires pay 
a higher estate tax rate than 
families with a “mere” $22 
million. And loopholes should 

be closed so they can’t pay 
wealth managers to hide their 
wealth in complicated trusts 
and offshore tax havens.

Estate tax revenue could be 
dedicated to something that 
clearly expands opportunity 
for everyone else.

Bill Gates Sr. argues that the 
estate tax should fund “a GI 
bill for the next generation.” 
In exchange for military and 
community service, young 
adults should be able to get 
substantial tuition assistance 
for higher education or voca-
tional training, paid for by a 
progressive estate tax.

If Congress were concerned 
about the middle class, that’s 
the kind of proposal that 
would become the law of the 
land.

Chuck Collins directs the 
Program on Inequality and the 
Common Good at the Institute 
for Policy Studies.He’s the au-
thor of the recent book Born 
on Third Base. Distributed by 
OtherWords.org. 

Will government 
leaders regret their 
complicity?
by lisa fuller

President Bill Clin-
ton’s greatest regret 
was his failure to re-
spond to the Rwandan 
genocide. He estimat-
ed that U.S. intervention could have 
saved 300,000 lives. 

The Vietnam War was former 
Secretary of Defense Robert Mc-
Namara’s biggest regret. He wrote 
an entire book to explain why he was 
“terribly wrong.”

Former Senate Minority Leader 
Harry Reid, Sen. Tom Harkin, and 
Sen. Walter Jones have all said that 
they deeply regret authorizing the 
war in Iraq. Jones once lamented, “I 
helped kill 4,000 Americans, and I 
will go to my grave regretting that.” 

In each case, government leaders 
regretted their complicity in hun-
dreds of thousands of deaths. In each 
case, they had chosen to prioritize 

politics above ethics. Today’s po-
litical leaders are about to make the 
same mistake.

We are now on the verge of another 
unnecessary war — this time with 
North Korea — and it is likely to 
wreak more havoc than Vietnam, 
Iraq and Rwanda combined.

Top nuclear security expert 
Scott Sagan warns that the risk of 
war is far higher than during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, and predicts 

that one million people could die on 
the first day - a figure that exceeds the 
death toll of the entire Rwandan geno-
cide. Even more worryingly, Russia 
and China are making military prepa-
rations, suggesting that a Korean war 
could quickly escalate into a world 
war. 

Despite this horrific scenario, Pres-
ident Trump continues to ratchet up 
tensions by issuing bombastic threats 
and overseeing provocative military 
exercises. He is increasingly keen to 
launch a “preventative” strike, and 
there are multiple indications that he 
plans to do so within the next three 
months unless North Korea agrees to 
denuclearize. At the same time, he is 

forbidding diplomacy, blocking any 
possibility of a peaceful solution to 
the crisis. 

Put simply, war could be inevitable 
if Trump remains in power. Govern-
ment leaders therefore have an ethical 
obligation to remove him from office 
before he fulfills his dream of using 
nuclear weapons. 

Impeachment, however, is no lon-
ger a viable solution- the impeach-
ment process takes several months, 
whereas Trump is reportedly looking 
to drop the first bomb by March.

Congress or Trump’s Cabinet will 
therefore need to invoke the 25th 
Amendment, which would immedi-
ately suspend Trump’s presidential 
authority on the grounds that he is 
“unable to discharge the powers and 
duties of his office.” While the amend-
ment can be invoked on political 
grounds alone, Trump’s behavior sug-
gests he has a cognitive inability to do 
his job: Neurologists warn that Trump 
is displaying symptoms of dementia, 
while prominent psychiatrists have ar-
gued that Trump’s particular brand of 
mental instability poses a grave risk to 
national security. 

There are, however, measures short 
of dethroning Trump that would be 
helpful. Congress could pass legisla-
tion such as the Preventing Preemp-
tive War in North Korea Act, the Re-
stricting First Use of Nuclear Weapons 
Act or the No First Use Bill. All three 
bills would constrain the President 
— be it Trump or any of his succes-
sors — from unilaterally launching a 
pre-emptive nuclear strike. Congress 
has yet to prioritize any of these bills, 
and they have all remained at a stand-
still since they were introduced.

Finally, government officials should 
follow the leads of lawmakers like 
Sen. Chris Murphy and Rep. Ted Lieu 
and speak out frequently and loudly to 
mobilize public opposition to a poten-
tial war. 

Political leaders who muster the 
courage to act may be taking a politi-
cal risk, but they will save themselves 
from the prospect of spending the rest 
of their lives wondering if they could 
have prevented a historic tragedy.

Lisa Fuller is a former civilian 
peacekeeper who worked in war zones 
such as Iraq, South Sudan, and Sri 
Lanka.
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Classified/Bids
Portland International Airport (PDX)  

Parking Additions and
Consolidated Rental Car Facility (PACR)

Electrical Trade Partner
JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed proposals for 

qualified Trade Partners to provide preconstruction and design-
assist services for Electrical Work on the PACR project. Upon 

successful preconstruction participation, the intent is to award 
the Trade Partner a contract to furnish and install the Electrical 

scope of work

Proposals due 2:00pm PST January 5, 2018
A complete copy of the RFP can be obtained by emailing Robert 

Means at Robert.Means@jedunn.com.
Proposals must be delivered to JE Dunn Construction, Attn: 

Robert Means, 424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97209.

SUB BIDS REQUESTED

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, Oregon 97209 | (503) 978-0800
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple proposers, or reject all responses. 
This is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, 

and Emerging Small Business participation.
License Number: 109192

LEGAL NOTICE
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THOMAS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
In Re: Adoption of Serenity Nicole Mill :
DOB:  11/30/2017, by and through : Case No. 17-A-39
An Open Door Adoption Agency, Inc. :

NOTICE OF PETITION TO TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS
To: Darius Allen, the named biological father of a Child born No-

vember 30, 2017, in Fulton County, Georgia
You are hereby notified that a Petition to Terminate Your Parental 
Rights has been filed in the above-styled Court by An Open Door 
Adoption Agency, Inc. through its attorneys.
The mother of the child has surrendered her rights to the child 
to the Petitioner, An Open Door Adoption Agency, Inc., and the 
Petitioner intends to place the child for adoption.
Pursuant to Official Code of Georgia Annotated Section 19-8-10, 
19-8-11, 19-8-12 and other pertinent laws, you are advised that 
you will lose all parental rights to this child, and you will neither 
receive notice of nor be entitled to object to the adoption of the 
child, unless, within thirty (30) days of your receipt of this notice, 
you file a Petition to Legitimate the Child, pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
19-7-22 and give notice in writing of the filing of such Petition to 
this Court and to the attorney listed below.  You must prosecute 
the action to final judgment.  You are further advised that if you 
intend to object to this Petition, you must file an Answer to the 
Petition to Terminate Parental Rights within thirty (30) days in the 
Superior Court of Thomas County, Georgia.  You are urged to im-
mediately retain legal counsel to assist you in this matter. 
You should contact the attorney for Petitioner, Chris E. Ambrose, 
Silvis, Ambrose, Lindquist & Coch, P.C., 220 S. Hansell Street, 
P.O. Box 1557, Thomasville, Georgia  31799, telephone 229-228-
4258 for further information.  All notices to or correspondence 
with the Petitioner and copies of all pleadings or proceedings 
you may file in any court in regard to the above-referenced Child 
should be served upon him.

Dated this 20th day of December 2017.
SILVIS, AMBROSE, LINDQUIST & COCH, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS FOR AN OPEN DOOR ADOPTION AGENCY, INC.

Exhibit  A

Drivers, CDL-A:  LOCAL, Home Nightly! 
Portland Flatbed Curtainside Openings.

Excellent Pay, Benefits & More! 1yr Class-A CDL Experience 
Hub Group Dedicated

855-397-0850

TriMet Powell Bus Maintenance Facility
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Design Assist 
Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, and Fire 

Protection Subcontractors
Proposals Due: January 17, 2018 at 2:00 PM (PST)

A non-mandatory pre-submittal meeting will be held January 9, 
2018 at 2:00 PM (PST) at JE Dunn Construction.

Download the RFP by copying the following link in File Explorer: 
ftp://ftp.jedunn.com/

Username: ftp
Password: awS35w3u

Please contact Jim Ray at Jim.Ray@jedunn.com with questions.

SUB BIDS REQUESTED

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, Oregon 97209 | (503) 978-0800
*Project DBE goals are 20%*

JE Dunn is an equal opportunity employer
License Number: 109192

as a public defender at Mult-
nomah Defenders, Inc., from 
1996 to 1999. She grew up in 
Arkansas, and attended the Uni-
versity of Arkansas for college 
and University of Texas for law 
school.

Judge Nelson’s first exposure 
to the legal system was in high 
school, when her mother was 
forced to sue her school district 
in Gurdon, Ark. in order for Nel-
son to be recognized as the first 
African American student as 
valedictorian. Judge Nelson was 
ultimately named valedictorian.

Judge Nelson has received the 
Multnomah Bar Association’s 
Award of Merit and the Ore-
gon State Bar’s Diversity and 
Inclusion Award. She is active 
in the American Bar Associa-
tion, where she is the Oregon 
State Delegate and has served 
on various committees including 
the Commission on Disability 
Rights and the Committee on 
Public Education. She is board 
chair of Self Enhancement, Inc. 
and sits on the Oregon Commu-
nity Foundation Metropolitan 
Portland Leadership Council, the 
Reed College Board of Trustees, 
and the Girl Scouts Beyond Bars 
Advisory Board. She has served 
as president of Queen’s Bench 
(the Portland chapter of Oregon 
Women Lawyers) and as an ad-
junct professor at Lewis and 
Clark Law School.

continueD from page 3

History 
Making
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SUNDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

January 2018

Calendar

TM

This page is sponsored by Oregon Lottery R

Together, we do good things.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

New Year’s Day
Betsy Ross born, 1752
Paul Revere born, 

1735

Isaac Asimov born 
1920 (Astronomer, 
author, scientist)

Festival Of Sleep 
Day

J.R.R. Tolkien born, 
1892 (author)

Trivia Day
Isaac Newton born, 

1643

First Woman Governor 
Inaugurated 1925 
(Nellie Ross)

George Washington 
Carver Recognition Day

National Bird Day

Bean Day
Epiphany (Christian 

Holiday)
Sherlock Holmes 

born, 1854

First U.S. Presiden-
tial Election held, 
1789

Old Rock Day

Elvis Presley born, 
1935

First iPhone intro-
duced in 2007

National Apricot Day
National Static Elec-

tricity Day

Make Your Dreams 
Come True Day

First Meeting of 
United Nations 
General Assembly 
in London, 1946

Milk Day
Amelia Earhart flew 

solo across the Pa-
cific Ocean, 1935

Work Harder Day
Author Jack London 

born, 1876

Poetry Break Day
Michael Bond born, 

1926

Secret Pal Day
National Dress Up 

Your Pet Day
The Revolutionary 

War ended (1784)

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day; Born 
in 1929 (Observed 
Third Monday)

Hat Day

Prohibition began in 
1920

National Nothing 
Day

Muhammad Ali 
(Cassius Clay) 
born, 1942

Benjamin Franklin 
born, 1706

Raymond Briggs 
born, 1934

Marks the beginning 
of the Lewis & 
Clark Bicentennial

Artist Paul Cezanne 
born, 1839

Popcorn Day

Inauguration Day 
(Every 4 years)

Cheese Day
First traffic rules 

published (1900)

National Hugging 
Day

First flight of the Su-
personic Concorde 
(1976)

Brian Wildsmith 
born, 1930

National Blonde 
Brownie Day

Measure Your Feet 
Day

National Handwriting 
Day

National Pie Day

Eskimo Pie Patent-
ed, 1922, Christian 
Nelson

Gold Discovered in 
California At Sut-
ter’s Mill, 1848

Opposite Day
First Winter Olym-
pics held, 1924

Australia Day (first 
settled, 1788)

Lewis Carroll
National Geographic 

Society Founded 
(1888)

Jackson Pollock 
born, 1912 (Artist)

National Kazoo Day

Baseball Hall of 
Fame established 
(1936)

National Puzzle Day

Franklin D.  
Roosevelt born, 
1882 (23rd 
President)

Backwards Day
Jackie Robinson 

born, 1919 (Base-
ball Great)
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2018 Drum Major Celebration
Saturday, January 13 + Sunday, January 14

Join the Beloved Community as 
we honor the women and men of 

Oregon who embody the spirit and 
service of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Salute to Greatness
Luncheon + Awards Ceremony

12:00 – 2:00pm

Empower the Dream
Interfaith Speaker Series

2:00 – 4:00pm

Mayor Ted Wheeler  •  Senator Margaret Carter
Senator Lew Frederick

Multnomah County Commissioner Loretta Smith
Portland City Commissioner Nick Fish

Portland Spiritual Leaders

Reservations + Details  •  www.vafbcpdx.org

Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church
3138 North Vancouver Avenue. Portland 97227

503 282 9496

Cheesy Sorghum  
and Shaved Squash Pilaf
Ingredients:
• 1 cup water 
• 1/2 ounce dried porcini mushrooms 
• 12 ounces peeled butternut squash 
• 2 tablespoons olive oil 
• 1/2 cup finely chopped shallots 
• 1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves 
• 8 ounces sliced cremini mushrooms 
• 3 garlic cloves, minced 
• 3 cups cooked sorghum (about 1 cup uncooked grains) 
• 1 teaspoon kosher salt 
• 1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
• 3 ounces cave-aged Gruyère cheese, finely shredded (about 3/4 cup)

Directions:
1. Combine 1 cup water and porcini in a 2-cup glass measuring cup. 
Microwave at HIGH for 3 minutes. Let stand 10 minutes. Remove 
mushrooms from cup with a slotted spoon, reserving liquid in cup. 
Finely chop porcini.
2. Cut squash into long, 1 1/2-inch-wide pieces. Shave into ribbons 
using a mandoline or vegetable peeler to yield about 6 cups.
3. Heat a large (14-inch) skillet over medium-high heat. Add oil to pan; 
swirl to coat. Add shallots, thyme, cremini mushrooms, and garlic; sau-
té 9 minutes. Stir in porcini, sorghum, salt, and pepper. Pour in porcini 
soaking liquid, stopping before grit at bottom of measuring cup reaches 
opening. Arrange squash ribbons on top; cover and cook 4 minutes. 
Gently stir squash into sorghum mixture; cook 2 minutes or until most 
of liquid evaporates.
4. Remove pan from heat. Sprinkle pilaf evenly with Gruyère; gently 
fold in cheese until it melts.
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