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And™
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Portland actor helms
role of boxing legend

BY DANNY PETERSON
THE PORTLAND OBSERVER

Themes of racial injustice and childhood bullying come
to life in a new Oregon Children’s Theater play about a
young Cassius Clay set in segregated Louisville, Ky. before
he changed his name to Muhammad Ali and won a series of
heavyweight boxing championships.

“And in This Corner: Cassius Clay,” opening Saturday,
March 3 is written by award-winning playwright, rapper
and essayist Idris Goodwin and stars Portland actor La’Te-
vin Alexander.

Known for his bravado persona once he found his way
into the public spotlight, Ali often spoke in thymes or witty
aphorisms, saying his style in the ring was to “float like a
butterfly, sting like a bee.”

In the play, audiences get treated to a glimpse of the
young fighter as an unknown up and comer.

“You get to see how all the fundamentals and all the forc-
es in his life are set in motion,” Alexander said. “He starts
to see the world as it was and how it is for a black man in
America. You get to see the caterpillar of the butterfly.”

Stan Foote, the Oregon Children’s Theater artistic direc-
tor who co-directs the play, compared the tale to the origins
of a super hero story, but in this case the beginnings of a
sports and civil rights hero.

The play incorporates historically accurate language of
1950s Kentucky with mediations on race relations and hu-
mor to bring “so many great points of intersection for adults
and kids,” Foote said.

Alexander, 26, will helm the role of the young Clay,
whose boxing origins began at age 12 when his bike got
stolen. Clay reported the theft to a police officer who then
offered to teach him how to box and defend himself.

The young Clay took a knack to the sport immediately.

PHOTO BY OWEN CAREY
Portland actor La’Tevin Alexander takes on the role of a lifetime, as a young Cassius Clay, the legendary boxer
who became Muhammad Ali, in “And In This Corner: Cassius Clay.” The Oregon Children’s Theater production
tackles issues of racial inequality and bullying during segregated Jim Crow-era Louisville, Ky. Opens Saturday CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
and runs through March 25. o
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Village of Hope Rebuilds
Village of Hope, a self-managed houseless
community was re-created last week at its
original location, a city-owned parcel on
Northeast Airport Way. The village was
torn down by city officials earlier in Febru-
ary because of environmental concerns and
a lack of a permit.

Shooting Response Faulted

An armed officer on campus at the Florida
high school where a former student shot
and killed 17 people Feb. 14 did nothing
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to stop the shooter, the sheriff’s office re-
vealed Thursday. That failure, plus delays
in security camera footage and records in-
dicating the suspect displayed behavioral
troubles for years added to what some of-
ficials describe as an “abject breakdown at
all levels.”

i,
Robbery Suspects Detained
Two men were arrested last week for an
armed robbery at Rounder’s Bar in north-
east Portland, the second time the estab-

a

You can grow your career at Advantis! We empower people to do the
right thing and give them the tools and training they need to be

successful. We celebrate achievement, rewarding exceptional perfor-
mance and providing upward opportunity.

We offer a honest and ethical work culture, competitive pay and a great
benefits program that includes a generous 401K plan, health insurance,
and tuition assistance. You can also support your local community

through our employer sponsored events.

At Advantis we help our members succeed financially. We serve our
members with purpose and passion, and our talented team delivers
uncommon value with every interaction.

Check out our employment opportunities!
Visit: www.advantiscu.org
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lished was held up at gunpoint over the
past 11 days. Sergio Nathaniel Hill, 24 and
Ramone Metcalfe, 25, were taken into cus-
tody after a traffic stop.

Man to Plead Insanity

A Clackamas County man accused of de-
capitating his mother, taking her severed
head to a grocery store, and stabbing an
employee, plans on pleading insanity for
his defense. The attorney for Joshua Webb,
37, wrote to the court Friday saying his
client suffered from a “mental disease or
defect.”

Delay on Freeway Tolls

An Oregon Department of Transportation
advisory committee was asked last week
to delay a decision on approving tolls as a

way to reduce congestion on I-5 and [-205
in Portland, pending further evaluation of
a 2017 study.

Hit-and-Run Law Change

Lawmakers last week gave final approval
to a bill that requires drivers in hit-and-
run crashes to come back to the scene of
the incident once they learned there was a
crash and notify authorities once they re-
alized the incident caused an injury. The
bill was spurred by the death of two young
girls who were struck by a vehicle while
playing in a leaf pile outside their Forest
Grove home.

Health Care Measure Fails

Oregon Senate Democrats reported Mon-
day that they are short the votes needed to
put a proposed state Constitutional Amend-
ment before voters that would make health
care a right. The bill had passed along party
lines in the House.

Chair Names New

Multnomah County Chair Deb-
orah Kafoury recently announced
that Kimberly Melton, a commu-
nications and policy advisor who
has worked on children, public
health and equity issues since
joining the chair’s office in 2015,
is her new chief of staff.

“Kim is the rarest combination
of analytical thinker and policy
wonk with a strong dose of heart,”
Kafoury said.

A graduate of Stanford
University, Melton was an
award-winning journalist for The
Times-Picayune in New Orleans
and The Oregonian. She joined
the nonprofit Stand for Children
in 2011 where she spent two
years as communications and
policy director and another two
years as policy and community

F—— — — — — — — — — —
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Chief of Staft

Kimberly Melton
organizing director.

Melton replaces Nancy Ben-
nett, who left the county to be-
come the Department of Environ-
mental Quality’s new policy and
external affairs manager.
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What's on your list today?.

ProTo BY WOMENFIRST TRANSITION AND REFERRAL CENTER
A new grassroots organization, WomenfFirst, uses peer support to help women of color and others
from disadvantaged groups overcome societal challenges like poverty, hunger, homelessness, and

Empowrlg Women

Mentorship
group celebrates
first graduates

WomenFirst, a grass-roots
organization helping women re-
build their lives and gain sup-
port through peer mentorship,
will host a public celebration on
Saturday, March 3 for their first
graduating class from a 12 week
women empowerment —group,
called “I Love Me.”

The group places a special em-
phasis on helping women of col-
or overcome the challenges that
come with the stereotypes and
prejudices they face in society.

Former State Sen. Margaret
Carter, who was the first black
woman elected to the Oregon’s
Legislature in 1985 and retired
from the Senate in 2009, will be
the event’s guest speaker. Having
overcome tremendous odds to
carve a path of success herself,
Carter came to Oregon from Lou-
isiana as a single mother of five
in 1967 with no job, nowhere to
stay and struggling to make ends

Shannon Olive

meet.

“As we celebrate Black His-
tory Month, we honor the oppor-
tunity to be better stewards of
the privileges we gained, create
awareness for all people, high-
light the best of black history and
culture, and honor the historic
leaders of the black community,”
said Shannon Olive, WomenFirst
founder and president.

Group members help each
other tackle issues such as pov-
erty, hunger, homelessness, gen-
der wage gap, violence against
women, poor treatment of wom-
en in prison, access to rehabilita-
tion centers, and human traffick-

ing/sex slavery. In coordination
with the WomenFirst Transition
and Referral Center, they also
support women prisoner reentry,
women in recovery, and those
seeking any transformation in
their lives

Life skills, community sup-
port, and referrals to resources
for personal and professional de-
velopment are cultivated in the
organization, whose full name is
WomenFirst Transition and Re-
ferral Center.

A new “I Love Me” 12 week
women empowerment program
will be open to incoming mem-
bers starting March 22 at the Mir-
acle Central Apartments where
members will restore a path of
empowerment by learning to love
and value themselves.

The community is invited to
join the “I Love Me” graduates
at Saturday’s event, scheduled
to begin at 3:30 p.m. at Curious
Comedy Theatre, 5225 N.E. Mar-
tin Luther King Blvd. Tickets are
$5 in advance and $10 at the door.
More information can be found at
rebuildwomenfirst.org or email
lovingyoufirst@yahoo.com.

Oregon Moves on Gun Control

People convicted of stalking
and domestic violence or with re-
straining orders won’t be able to
buy or own guns or ammunition
in Oregon under a new gun con-
trol measure that was passed last
week in the Oregon Legislature
and is now headed to Gov. Kate
Brown who plans to sign it into

law.

Brown told a Senate panel that
the anguished voices of victims,
especially in the wake of the re-
cent school shooting in Florida,
must be heard, saying the bill will
help keep guns out of the wrong
hands. The bill earlier passed the
Oregon House.

“Closing the ‘Intimate Partner
Loophole’ is an important step to
keep Oregonians safer, and keep
guns out of the wrong hands,”
Brown said.

One of the senators who backed
the bill, Floyd Prozanski, remem-
bered how his sister had been shot
dead by an enraged boyfriend.
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North by Northeast
Community Health
Center celebrates
and honors Black
History Month.

‘northey
northeast

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

North by Northeast Community
Health Center is the only clinic
in Oregon focused on African
American health. And we can
be your go-to neighborhood
health clinic! We provide welcoming, high quality health care to
adults who have Oregon Health Plan. Since 2006, our priority is
on serving the local African American community and reducing
the deadly effects of high blood pressure and diabetes. We are
accepting new patients, and if you’re uninsured, we can help you
get covered! To make an appointment or find out more about our
services, call us at (503) 287-4932.

714 NE Alberta St., Portland Oregon 97211 | nxneclinic.org

“Life’s most persistent and
urgent question is: “‘What

are you doing for others?" "
- Martin Luther King Jr.

Gordon Lessing, 90, who regularly walks to stay healthy, tries out
a new gym at Legacy Emanuel Hospital built specifically to help

heart and pulmonary patients.

New Gym for Heart Patients

Legacy Emanuel has opened
a new cardiac and pulmonary
rehabilitation program, which in-
cludes a 4,200-square-foot gym,
to help heart and pulmonary pa-
tients on their road to recovery.
With this new addition, Legacy
Health will now have cardiac
and pulmonary rehabilitation
programs at all six of its medical
center campuses.

The program offers a state-of-
the-art fitness gym with equip-
ment such as treadmills, elliptical
cycles, hand weights and other

@W@vmﬁ

fitness tools. Patients get a com-
pletely individualized and close-
ly monitored outpatient treatment
plan that includes instruction on
physical activity, nutrition, stress
management and classes to help
them change their lifestyle and
kick habits, like smoking. They
are overseen by a team of phy-
sicians, exercise physiologists,
nutritionists, nurses, behavioral
therapists and physical and oc-
cupational therapists who serve
in the field of cardiac and pulmo-
nary rehabilitation.
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DR. AUDREY TERRELL INSTITUTE

3rd Annual Awards Luncheon
&
2018 DATI E. J. Holifield Scholarship Award

Fundraiser Event to Support SW Washington and Portland High
Schools Black Student Unions Education and Career Goals

“Women Leading the Way to Success”

Woman of Faith
Bishop Grace Osborne, Pastor, Grace Covenant Fellowship Church

Woman in Labor Unions
Patricia Daniels, Executive Director, Constructing Hope

Woman in Education
Dr. Karin Edwards, President,
Portland Community College Cascade Campus

Woman in Communications
AngelaJenkins, Executive Director, KBMS - AM 1480 Radio Station

Saturday, March 24, 2018
12:00pm to 2:00pm
Parkrose High School Community Center
12003 NE Shaver St.
Portland, OR 97220

Admission $25.00
Contact: draudreyterrell@datinstitute.org or

eventbrite.com or 313-510-9968 for tickets and information.

“Making Life Challenges the Keys
To Your Accomplishments”

W:?Azfﬁ_'@'
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PHOTO BY UNIVERSAL PICTURES
A black man’s experience of
racism is powerfully portrayed
by Daniel Kaluuya in ‘Get Out,’
an unconventional new horror
film voted best picture of 2017
by Portland Observer film

critic and Opinionated Judge
columnist Darleen Ortega.

‘Get Out” Best Film of 2017

As usual, the more than 150 films I saw
this year includes almost all of those that
populate most critics’ top 10 lists. My own
list of the year’s best films includes some
overlap -- but five of the films on my list
were virtually unrecognized by ecritics.
I’'m left savoring a game-changing social
thriller, two important documentary exam-
inations of systemic injustice, an animated
celebration of Mexican culture, an aching-
ly beautiful love story, a biopic that breaks
the mold, and four features that engage
mightily with stories of the marginalized.
So here’s the whole list, with fuller de-
scriptions below:

1. Get Out

2. The Unknown Girl

3. The Florida Project

4. Whose Streets?

5. Coco

6. Abacus: Small Enough to Jail
7. Call Me By Your Name

8. I, Daniel Blake

9. A Quiet Passion

10. Maudie

1. The top of my list has been reserved

for “Get Out” since 1 first saw it last
spring, and every one of the many times I

have seen it and thought about it since. Not
since “The Matrix” has a film spoken so
cannily about the things I experience most
profoundly; it would not be an exaggera-
tion to say that I think about “Get Out” (as
I do “The Matrix”) literally every day -- it
helps me make sense of my world, gives
me ways of explaining things I could never
quite explain before. It irks me to hear what
much of the mainstream press says about
this film (such as referring to it as “Jordan
Peele’s film about racial paranoia”)--and
yet that very blindness is a manifestation of
the so-far intractable dynamics of racism
that Peele has illustrated so astutely. His
film is an achievement in originality and
visionary writing and directing without
any parallel, and Daniel Kaluyah has more
than earned the title of best actor. Like the
very best films, “Get Out” deserves to be
named Best Picture for reasons we are not
yet ready to understand.

2. “The Unknown Girl” is a thriller
of the best kind; it captures some profound
spiritual truth. It is the work of the Bel-
gian writer-director brothers Jean-Pierre
and Luc Dardenne, who make absorbing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

MONDAY - FRIDAY

12 Midnight -3 AM.
MIKE SHANNON

JAM. - TAM.
TOM JOYNER

TAM. - 10AM.
TONI TERRELL

19 AM.— 1 PM,
REV AL SHARPTON
(KEEPING IT REAL)

TBM. — 3 PM,
KENNY SMOOV

3BM. -7 EM.
D1 HUGHLEY

7PM. -9 EM.
PAPA SMURF

9 BM. - 12 Midnight
MIKE SHANNON

1480 KBMS

Take Us To Work, Home Or Play

Listen Live At Portlandmedium.com
(Click On KBMS icon)

SUNDAY

12 Midnight - 3 A.M.
MIKE SHANNON

JAM -6 AM.
TOYA BEASLEY

6 AM. - 12 NOON
SUNDAY MORNING
WANGELA

GOSPEL

Tom Joyner
3am - 7am

L2 NOON-1PM.
HIGHLAND C.C. LIVE
BROADCAST

I PM. -4 PM,
PAPA SMURF

4 PM.— 12 Midnight
DOUVGLAS WILLIAMS
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Chicago-Style Steppin

Fun, Healthy Social Dance
for Couples and Singles.

Weekly Classes
www.groovinhighsteppers.com

Denise Johnson 503-819-4576
Hernandez Williams 206-683-4101
Co-Founders and Instructers
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FOSTE
PROVIDERS
NEEDED TO
SUPPORT YOUTH

CARE

IN CARE

Did you know that children in yvour community or the child sitting next to your own chiid
at school may need a toster family? Cluldren and youth in foster care are frequently
separated not only from their familics but also from their friends, schools, and
communitics, By becoming a foster parent, you, your neighbors and ¢ I1| °F COMMuUNity
members make it possible for a child to stay i -\-l and participate in other
regular activities such as sponts, church, scouts, and other normal activities.
Successful foster parents have two things in common: they have a desire to help children,
d they are flexible — they know how to r \EI with the punches. Most imporantly, foster
families need to provide safe, stable and caring homes for children
If you think fostering may be right for you, please read more about how you can make a
difference in the life of a child or youth in foster care

* AND IN THIS GORNER +

LCASSIUS

' Written by |

s Goodwin

WINNINGSTAD
THEATRE

503.228.9571
www.octc.org
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“That Was Fun! I can’t Wait to Read Again’

Dogs make great
reading partners

For many children with learn-
ing challenges like dyslexia, the
idea of sharing a book aloud is
fraught with anxiety. Finding the
courage to overcome the fear of
reading can be a battle.

“I don’t like reading because

I’'m not good at it,” says fifth grad-
er Kaleah.

But not on Shadow Day. At
Sitton School in north Portland,
the kids in Mandee Bish’s class-
room have picked out their fa-
vorite books to share with a new
friend—a black and white poodle
named Molly, who is there to lis-
ten to their reading.

Educators say that dogs make

great reading partners because
they can gently nudge students to
keep going, or strategically place a
paw to offer support and enhance
focus. Dogs also have a calming
effect that can reduce anxiety, and
their quiet presence boosts con-
fidence, courage ... and reading
comprehension.

Indeed, Molly quietly lays on
her blanket and sets her chin on

1974: Commissioner
Charles Jordan is sworn-
in as the first African
American elected to the
Portland City Council.

1/
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Prosper Portland celebrates
Oregon’s black pioneers

Opportunities to celebrate African American contributions to
Portland’s history continue beyond Black History Month.

Learn more about the courageous and influential men and
women who led the Civil Rights Movement in Oregon through
the Oregon Historical Society’s exhibit and programming,
Racing to Change: Oregon’s Civil Rights Years, through June 24.

www.prosperportliand.us/events

PROSPER
PORTLAND

Building an Equitable Economy

The

helps Kaleah, a fifth grader at Sitton Elementary in north Portland,
lower her anxiety level during a reading session.

the kids’ legs, closing her eyes
to the soft sound of the students’
reading. No matter that their
words are sometimes halting. No
matter that they miss some words
or mix up letters. Molly patiently
listens, and the kids finish their
books and forget for a moment
their struggles with reading.
“That was so fun!” says Kale-
ah. “I can’t wait to read again!”
Shadow Day is an annual event
to honor Shadow, a dog born on

Valentine’s Day, who is the inspi-
ration behind the nonprofit Shadow
Project. The Shadow Project ar-
ranged for Molly’s visit in collab-
oration with Columbia River Pet
Partners to celebrate its 15th anni-
versary in Portland Public schools,
and the fourth year in the district’s
innovative, collaborative Read To-
gether initiative, which is focused
on literacy in underserved schools.
For more information, go to
shadow-project.org.

WE MAKE KEYS

Q AFFORDABLE

LOCK & KEY

FULL LOCKSMITH - SERVICE
RE-KEY AND INSTALL LOCKS

LOCKED OUT?

HOUSE, OFFICE OR CAR

503-284-9582
Serving Portland/Metro area (N, NE, SE, SW & NW)

FROM SCRATCH

THE

SPINA! COLUMN'

An ongoing series of questions and answers about America’s natural healing profession.

Part 8. CONSTIPATION:
The backing up of body’s sewage system.

Dr. Billy R. Flowers

"‘): Nathing has ever really
helped my constipation. What
can Chiropractic possibly do?

A As a natural form of heal-
A7 ing, there is much a Chiroprac-
tic and the improved lifestyle we rec-
ommend can do to remove the imme-
diate distress and long term health
hazards of constipation. But before
we begin, you should understand that
constipation takes two approaches.
The first is the tight, sometimes pain-
ful feeling in the lower back area. The
second and more insidious type is what
we call “hidden constipation.” This is

when we seemingly move our bowels
regularly, but never completely elimi-
nate everything in our colon (large intes-
tine). This causes the colon to back up
and spread toxic poisons throughout the
body. This can lead to everything from
sinusitis to allergies to arthritis.

Chiropractic can help to alleviate this
problem by gently turning nerves back
on in the colon and small intestine. It is
not uncommon for a patient to have two,

Flowers' Chiropractic Office

2124 NE Hancock, Portland Oregon 97212 - Phone: (503) 287-5504

three or even four bowel movements
after the first adjustments on his or her
spine. A man with FBSS (failed back
surgical syndrome) went home and
had 12 bowel movements that night.
And he claimed he wasn’t even con-
stipated! Whatever questions you
might have about health and healing,
you’ll find that Chiropractic is often
the answer. Call us for an appoint-
ment today.
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Not only did he use his new found
skills to defend himself against
bullies, but quickly rose through
the ranks of amateur boxing rings,
garnering numerous Golden Glove
awards and later, at age 18, an
Olympic Gold Medal.

As a young man in the Jim
Crow-era South, and a descen-
dant of slaves himself, Clay was
impacted by racial inequality and
the 1955 murder of Emmet Till,
a young boy around his age who
was brutally tortured and killed in
Mississippi, and whose murderers
were acquitted, which sparked na-
tional outrage.

The young Clay took his frus-
trations out in the ring, where only
his skill as a fighter and not the col-
or of his skin determined his merit,
right at the time when athletes of
color in America were breaking
through to the mainstream.

Alexander hopes the play will
shed light on the historic civil
rights era for the younger genera-
tion and spark conversations with
their parents long after the curtain
drops.

“The idea of segregation and
Jim Crow laws are kind of hazy
[for kids] and so they get to see
this on stage and kind of have it
explained to them. I would love if
that conversation was being had,”
he said.

Originally from Perry, Fla., Al-
exander had been inspired by Ali
from an early age and even had
dreams of becoming an all-star
athlete himself.

“I grew up with Muhammad Ali
on my wall, and Malcolm X on my
wall,” he said.

It was during his last month
of high school, in his senior year,
when Alexander got involved in
an independent film in Tarpon
Springs, Fla. and where he met
other show business professionals
who encouraged him to pursue a
career in acting and the arts.

Alexander said he continues to
draw inspiration from Ali’s sheer
confidence.

“The thing that also resonates
with me is that he found his passion
early and committed to it,” he said.
“His hard work gets overshad-
owed by his personality, but the
man worked hard. He always had
that discipline. There’s a reverence
and a masterful craftsmanship that
comes with that. And I look up to
that just being an artist and work-
ing hard.”

Alexander went on to graduate
from one of the highest ranking
historically black colleges in the
nation, Florida A&M University,
as a theater major. He was later
became an acting apprentice with
Portland Playhouse and even start-
ed his own theater company, Con-
frontation Theater, which explores
the realities of the African Ameri-
can experience through the voices
of modern black theater talent in

The Portland Observer

local artists, storytellers and media
makers that engages the public of
the history of Vanport city, a di-
verse and African American pop-
ulated town north of Portland that
was destroyed by Columbia River
floodwaters in 1948.

Information about the nearly
forgotten city will be on display
in the theater lobby before each
showing. Foote said the special
exhibit is meant to emphasize that
the Jim Crow-era South wasn’t the
only place in America with issues
of race.

When Clay changed what he
called his “slave name” to Muham-
mad Ali and converted to Islam af-
ter his first heavyweight title wins
in the mid-60s, he set an example
of racial pride for African Ameri-
cans. He also conscientiously ob-
jected to the Vietnam War in 1966
by refusing to serve. In the process
he was jailed and barred from the
sport for several years, eschewing

PHOTO BY OWEN CAREY

Themes of racial injustice and childhood bullying come to life in a
new Oregon Children’s Theater play about a young Cassius Clay set
in segregated Louisville, Ky. “And in This Corner: Cassius Clay,” opens
Saturday, March 3 and stars Portland actor La’Tevin Alexander.
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Showdogs is a full service salon. We do
baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing,
nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, mud
baths, and ear cleaning. We also have health
care and grooming products to keep your
pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard
Portland, OR 97217

503-283-1177

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-7pm
Monday 10am-4pm

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg
and your Kitty will be pretty.

\_ J

Portland.

Jerry Foster, a prominent Afti-
can American newspaper profes-
sional who has lived in Portland
for the past 35 years, co-directs the
Oregon Children’s Theater pro-
duction. He is also a board mem-
ber, producer, director and actor
for Passin Art, the oldest African
American theater company in Or-
egon. Foster even met Ali at one
time.

The play’s boxing choreogra-
pher, Damaris Webb, is herself an
accomplished athlete, having won
a Golden Glove herself. She also
plays Clay’s mom in the play.

Webb also is co-director of the
Vanport Mosaic Project, a com-
munity-driven showcase put on by

valuable peak performance time,
before the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned his conviction in 1971.
But even before then, as the play
will showcase, Clay was already
a champion for fairness as a child.

“Kids will get the message
of standing up and speaking for
what’s right,” Alexander said.

The Oregon Children’s The-
atre’s presentation of “And in
This Corner: Cassius Clay” will
play Saturdays and Sundays at the
Winningstad Theatre at 1111 S.W.
Broadway, from March 3 through
March 25 and is recommended for
children 8 and up. Tickets range
from $14-$28. More informa-
tion can be found at octc.org/cas-
sius-clay.

Paul Knauls

o
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Hiring Now
* Barber °
* Stylist «
* Braider ¢

More Walk-Ins
More Phone Calls

If you can fade
Please Apply

5601 NE MLK Jr. Blvd
503 309-6205

LIGHTING,

Web:
www.sunlanlighting.com

E-mail:
kay@lightlady.com

3901 N. Mississippi Ave.
Portland, OR 97227

503.281.0453
Fax 503.281.3408

\

‘sanlarn

INC.

| - RNVAULT

Attorney at Law

503-293-3550

EFREM LAWRENCE, EsQ.

efrem@iernvault.com

Child Support & Custody
| |
Motor Vehicle Accidents
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Avalon Flowers

520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland,
OR 97204 « 503-796-9250

A full service flower experience

* Birthdays ¢ Anniversaries
* Funerals « Weddings

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.
Website: avalonflowerspdx.com

email: avalonflowers@msn.com
We Offer Wire Services

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211
Phone: 503 284-2989

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair
extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.

Call Today or Walk in !!!

Glo}y _
Christian
Cent

= ——
o 1 — E 1

at Hughes Memorial
United Methodist church
111 NE. Failing St. Portland, Oregon 97212

Anniversary Celebration of Glory Christian Center
Friday March 9th 7:00pm 2018
Saturday, March 10th, 7:00 pm
Sunday, March 11th at 3:30pm

Regular Services are 1:30 pm Every Sunday

Call Pastor Rose E. Franks
at 503.200.0846 for more information
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ENTERTAINMENT

Local Author Weaves Hip Hop mto Thriller

Barron Bell

Hip Hop is alive and well in
a post World War III world in a
new graphic novel by Barron Bell,
a Portland based professor and
graphic novelist.

“Radio Free Amerika” is the
apocalyptic thriller that deals with
the aftermath of a Russian-occu-
pied United States from the per-
spective of DJ Moses who pro-
vides hope to the resistance while
spinning the best rap from a pirate

Collision
Local theater
group presents
“Two Trains
Running’

Portland’s African-American

producing theater company Pas-
sinArt presents ‘Two Trains Run-
ning’ by August Wilson, opening

£ Musacﬁa. EVENT

v

Nets Greqlen

radio station.

Unbeknownst to the enemy,
there is code interwoven in the
beat. Will Moses be able to coor-
dinate the disorganized resistance
and inspire the next American
Revolution? Find out in this new
Glyph award nominated graphic
novel.

Bell has been a professor at the
Art Institute of Portland in Media
Arts and Animation since 2014.
He has a Masters in Communi-
cations from Regent University
and a doctorate in education from
Capella University. Radio Free
Amerika is published through Ter-
minus Media in Atlanta.

with Gentrification

Friday, March 2 and continuing
all month at the Interstate Fire-
house Cultural Center, 5340 N.
Interstate Ave.

The play, by the late Pulitzer
Prize winning playwright, paints
a vivid portrait of everyday lives
in the shadow of economic devel-
opment and gentrification in the
1960s. It takes place in a restau-
rant run by a man named Mem-
phis Lee. Diner regulars fight

b Oulveqeh Ministvies
gi_r B A Bolton &

Yoices o

Portland, OR
March 2, 2018
6:30 P.M.

For More Information
call 470-265-8236

RUNN.

B X iy r =i
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BACON
W
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AUGUST WILSON

to hang onto their solidarity and
sense of community.

“Two Trains Running,” plays
through April 1 on Fridays and
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.; and Sun-
days at 3 p.m.

With compassion, humor and a
sense of place and time, Pulitzer
Prize winning playwright, Au-
gust.

The mission of the PassinArt
theatre company is to entertain,
educate, and inspire artists and
audiences while addressing criti-
cal issues facing our community;
and to celebrate our history and
culture.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit passinart.org.
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The bold and innovative danc group ‘Urban Bush Women will perform Thursday through Saturday, March 1-3 at 8 p.m. at the Newmark
Theater, downtown, in addition to a special community workshop on Saturday, March 3 at 1 p.m. at the June Key Delta Community Center,
5940 N. Albina Ave.

Bold and Innovate Dance

A celebrated dance group known for their
power and humor in addressing gender iden-
tity and racial inequality will perform three
shows in downtown Portland this week and
attend a special community workshop on Sat-
urday with a local African American sorority.

Urban Bush Women has been creating
groundbreaking work rooted in a female-cen-

tric perspective for more than 33 years. The
group’s return visit to Portland, sponsored
by White Bird, will include their latest eve-
ning-length work “Hair and Other Stories”
scheduled for the Newmark Theatre, 1111 S.W.
Broadway, Thursday through Saturday, March
1-3.

The company will front the special commu-

nity workshop “Hair Party,” combining con-
versation with movement, on Saturday, March
3 at 1 p.m. at the June Key Delta Communi-
ty Center, 5940 N. Albina Ave. A $10 fee for
the workshop will support Roosevelt High
School’s Black Girl Magic Club. To reserve
a place and more information, email Renee
Mitchell at create.artfully@yahoo.com.
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Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, lllinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue,
Portland, OR 97217

503 286 1103  Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hil.hSmb@statefarm.com

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

STATE FARM

State Farm ®

CANNON’S
RI1B EXPRESS

5410 NE 33rd Ave,
Portland, Or

Call to Order:
503-288-3836

‘ Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat: 11a- 9p

Cannon's, tasty food and
friendly neighborhood atmosphere.

EILLANETTE :_t,‘_p.p
WEEK e
Ty T s Er——

= L

Jones,” one of more than dozen movies to get a screening for Women'’s History Month during the
month of March at the Hollywood Theater in northeast Portland.

Women 1n Film Series Opens

In honor of Women’s History Month, the Hol-
lywood Theatre in northeast Portland presents a
month-long celebration of the women who have
shaped the film industry, beginning with a screening
of “Broadcast News” on Monday, March 5 at 7:30
p.m.

The non-profit theater has curated a selection of
more than a dozen films for the month that feature
women in front of the camera and behind it. Invited
film programmers and community partners will at-

tend many of the screenings, sharing the films that
influenced them as feminists.

The aim is to celebrate the contributions that
women have made, and continue to make, to the
film industry, while acknowledging the ongoing
need for advocacy on behalf of marginalized voices
in the film industry, specifically trans and nonbinary
filmmakers and filmmakers of color.

For a complete schedule, visit hollywoodtheatre.
org.

LOIMDYDESYIN

C—ﬁfjsﬁcg %D

Lori A. Martin

971.888.4099
Memarial Folders
Video Presentations
Web Designs

www.loribydesygn.com

"N Custom Memorial Keepsakes

nclusive Force in Hip Hop Tours

Brockhampton, a Los Angeles-based hip-hop collective

Adyvertise with diversity in The
Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033
or email ads@portlandobserver.com

known as one of the most progressive and inclusive forces
in rap right now, brings their national tour to Portland’s
Crystal Ballroom on Friday, March 2. Brockhampton was
founded on the Internet forum KanyelLive leading them to
be described as ‘The Internet’s first boy band.’
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Everybody Reads --
Multnomah County Li-
brary’s 16th annual communi-
; 1 ty reading program
| is underway with 5,750
copies of Moshin Hamid’s ‘Exit
West’ now being distributed across
the district so readers and students
can engage with the book’s themes
of safety, migration, displacement
and conflict. Hamid will speak
on Thursday, April 5 at 7:30 p.m. at the Arlene
Schnitzer Concert Hall in a public talk presented
by Literary Arts.

"
I

Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman Syl-
vester plays Friday, March 2 at the Mock Crest
Tavern; Saturday, March 3 at Catfish Lou’s; Friday,
March 9 at the C I Bar and Grill in Tualatin; Sat-
urday, March 10 at the Spare Room; and Friday,
March 16 at the Vinyl Tap.

Love in Unlikely Places - Tina Chip stars as the
waitress and E N

Ryan  Vincent N
Anderson as the

policeman  in [
“Kodachrome,”
a world pre-
miere play about
characters trying to connect. Now playing through
March 18 at the Armory, downtown. Tickets start
at $25.

Marimba Concert -- A
non-profit  organization
that promotes Zimbabwe-
an music and culture in
Portland invites all ages to
attend a free benefit con-
cert on Saturday, March
3 from noon to 3 p.m.

e T == at Portland Foursquare
Church, 2830 N.E. Flanders. A raffie and silent auc-
tion will support the group.

OMSI Exhibit on Arctic Thaw -- “Digging into
Permafrost” is a new exhibit at OMSI addressing
the subject of climate change as viewed through the
lens of a thawing Arctic using exciting interactive
features such as an Alaskan permafrost tunnel repli-

ENTELRTAINMENT

ca, fossil research
stations and interactive
games.

Voyage to Vietnam -- Portland
Children’s Mu- s A

seum promotes |
the understand-
ing of Vietnam
culture and |
showcases the
traditions, cus-
toms and values
exemplified by the country’s annual celebra-
tion of Tet with Voyage to Vietnam: Celebrat-
ing the Tet Festival. The new exhibit runs
through May 6.

History Hub -~ Oregon Historical Society ex-
hibit for young people explores the topic of di-
versity with interactive objects and pictures that
tell the stories of the people of Oregon, past and
present. With puzzles, touch screen activities
and board games, History Hub asks students to
consider questions like “Who is an Oregonian?,”
“How has discrimination and segregation affect-
ed people who live in Oregon?,” and “How can
you make Oregon a great place for everyone?”’

‘Love For Sale’ Album Release -- Portland Afti-
can American civil rights "
leader Kathleen Saadat g
releases her new album [
of jazz standards with
Portland-based musician
Thomas Lauderdale and =
Pink Martini with a special performance show on
Thursday, March 1 at 8 p.m. at the Aladdin Theatre.
Admission is $22. Doors open at 7 p.m.

Discount Tickets -- Low income families and
individuals can purchase $5 tickets to classical
musical performances in Portland as part of a
unique program called Music for All. Participat-
ing organizations include the Oregon Symphony,
Portland Opera, Oregon Ballet Theater, Cham-
ber Music Northwest, Portland Youth Philhar-
monic, Portland Baroque Orchestra, Friends of
Chamber Music, Portland Chamber Orchestra,
Portland Piano International, Portland Sym-
phonic Choir, Cappella Romana and Portland
Vocal Consort.

202-888-5895

JESUS

Coming Again

SOON!!

“Dear G-d, Please forgive ALL my sins. | accept
Jesus into my heart as my L-rd and Savior, Amen”.

JesuslsComingAgain@usa.com
PO Box 231023, Tigard OR 97281
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BUSINESSGuide

Advertise with diversity in
The Portland Observer

BUSINESS GUIDE
Call 503-288-0033

ads@portlandobserver.com

gave a Life

MoZetta Zion, MSN, RN
503-781-7309

CPR Classes Offered
Basic Life Support Provider
BLS Provider Skills
Heartsaver First Aid
CPR & AED

RN Consultation
Assessment, Delegation,
PRN Guidlines, etc...

A'G:L,WARDS])

AutoBody;
’_—_—

= v

agwards@gmail.com

P~ /|

810 N. Rosa Parks Way, Portland, OR 97217
503 719 5907 503 544-0947

TNION

_i' B4
PORTLAND, OREGON

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS
FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS
BUSINESSES

SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

5 &H
L
Seasonal
Clean Up
Special!
E-Waste e Car Towing

Appliances e Debris
Scrap Metal ¢ Recycling

ABLE ARM Reycling
(503) 545-3160

7" Double J
|r"|| H '-{';
- Tires .
New & Used Tires
Overstock & Used Tires
$20 & up Priced To Sell
All tires mounted & balanced
on the car, out the door — no
additives.

Free stock wheels w/ purchase of
any new or used tire

limited to stock on hand 30 years
in business
2 locations to Serve You

6841 NE MLK, Portland
503-283-9437

4510 SE 52" & Holgate
503-771-1834

Benneltts
Janitorial
services LLC

M\

30 yrs. Cleaning
Experience

503-960-4491

walterbennett1554@gmail.com
Licensed & Bonded
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N MCS Still in
Business

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$50.00

A small distance/travel
charge may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more
$30.00 each Area

Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)

$50.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area

and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With
Other Services): $30.00

Heavily Soiled Area:

$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning

Regular Area Rugs
$25.00 Minimum

Wool Oriental Rugs
$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00

= f“l

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
* Deodorizing & Pet ’j
Odor Treatment 3
* Spot & Stain
Removal Service
* Scotchguard Protection
* Minor Water Damage
Services

Call for Appointment
(503) 281-3949
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Shouldn’t Be the Only Time We Talk About Mental Illness

The aftermath
after another
mass shooting

BY JILL RICHARDSON

After every mass
shooting, we repeat all
of the same things.

Some call for gun
control. Those against
gun control say this
isn’t the time to talk about it. The
Onion reprints its story titled, ““No
Way To Prevent This,” Says Only
Nation Where This Regularly Hap-
pens,” and updates the dateline to
reflect the location of the new mass
shooting.

When the shooter is white, we
talk about mental illness. If they’re
not, we talk about terrorism.

Then, Congress does nothing.

But, so long as we’re discuss-
ing mental illness, I’d like to weigh
in. That’s something I know a bit
about. I suffer from anxiety, PTSD,
and depression.

I’'m not a potential murderer.
Mostly I just hide in my bed and cry
and get down on myself. My mental

Fix Your Sidewalks

My late wife, Enola Gay Badrick, was be-
ing treated for cancer. She was enduring both
radiation and then chemotherapy treatments at
OHSU. Finally, I noticed some signs of her

illness paralyzes me and keeps me
from getting work done, and then I
heap shame on myself for not get-
ting work done.

There are an awful lot of mental-
ly ill people like me who are not po-
tential security threats. We’re
already stigmatized enough
without being suspected of
mass murder too.

From where I stand, there
are two problems with “solv-
ing” mass shootings in this
country by simply keeping the men-
tally ill from owning guns.

First, banning the mentally ill
from owning weapons only takes
guns away from people who are
diagnosed with mental illness. That
includes a lot of people like me
who’ve sought out help. We’re un-
der a doctor’s supervision. Many
others aren’t.

Second, taking away guns while
not actually fixing how we treat
mental illness isn’t much of a solu-
tion. That basically says it’s OK to
let millions of Americans suffer so
long as they don’t shoot anybody.

We have a system in place that
deals with only the most extreme
cases.

feeling better.

She made a short walk to our neighborhood
store one evening. But she didn’t recall that I
had reported to the city on at least two occa-
sions about a block of uplifted sidewalks.

Well, an uplifted sidewalk caught her foot
and she fell very hard. There was never anoth-

We can lock up people who com-
mit violent crimes, or take kids away
from parents who abuse them. We
provide (some) help to the most se-
verely disabled mentally ill people,
through Social Security disability.
And we can temporarily put people
who are dangerous to themselves or
others in a mental institution.

What about everyone else?

If you’re insured, it’s relatively
affordable to get on medications for
problems like depression and anxi-
ety. Medication, when it works, lit-
erally saves lives.

If you’re not insured, it’s tricki-
er. And when there’s an underlying
problem that needs to be addressed
through therapy, medication is a
Band-Aid.

I still wonder why no adults no-
ticed my problems when they were
developing when I was a kid. A sim-
ple screening in my school could
have gotten me started on treatment
much earlier.

Even teaching mindfulness med-
itation or yoga in school would have
helped.

It took until age 34 to discover
the treatment that works for me: a
form of psychotherapy called So-

matic Experiencing and a form of
bodywork called myofascial re-
lease. Together, these two therapies
are changing my life in a way I nev-
er even dreamed was possible.

But they cost $10,000 per year if
I go every week.

I’m not so sick that I need to be
on Social Security disability, but
I am too sick to work full time at
most jobs. I struggle to earn enough
just to live in general, so coming
up with an extra ten grand a year
is almost impossible. I’ve relied on
crowdfunding to help.

I’m lucky I have friends who can
afford to help. Not everyone does.

Survivors of the shooting in Flor-
ida are leading a courageous new
call for gun control. Maybe this
time will be different.

But if we’re going to talk about
mental illness in the mean time, can
we really talk about it? It’s not OK
to let millions of Americans keep
suffering and call it a success so
long as none of them kills anybody.

OtherWords columnist Jill Rich-
ardson is the author of Recipe for
America: Why Our Food System Is
Broken and What We Can Do to Fix
It. Distributed by OtherWords.org.

er sign of recovery.

The city does not have the time or the fi-
nances to fix these sidewalk problems. I say to
homeowners, fix your sidewalks. It may save
a life. It’s also the decent thing to do.

Bruce C. Badrick

Northeast Portland



February 21, 2018

The Portland Observer

Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of the
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

The Second Amendment and White Anxiety

America clearly
has a gun problem

BY OscAR H. BLAYTON

There has been yet
another school shoot-
ing in America. The
multiple murders at
the Stoneman Douglas
High School in Park-
land, Fla. mark the 18th
school shooting in this nation
since the beginning of the year.
And once again the only response
by elected officials has been to of-
fer “thoughts and prayers” for the
victims and their families.

News anchors and pundits
scratch their heads and ask, “What
can be done to fix this?”” while ig-
noring the obvious answer - limit
access to guns.

If this seems like madness, it’s
because it is. This country clear-
ly has a gun problem, a problem
that can be solved if we act, as so
many countries around the world
have done. But we choose not to.

Much of the blame for these
killings is placed at the feet of
the National Rifle Association,
the political behemoth that slides
dollars into the pockets of every
conservative federal elected offi-
cial and to many state politicians
as well. These “bribes” ensure that
conservative politicians will not
enact any meaningful legislation
that will stop or slow the flow of
guns, even into the hands of the
criminally insane. But the NRA
could not exist without a culture
in this country that places a higher

priority on the right to gun own-
ership than on the lives of school
children.

The main question then be-
comes, “How did this
madness come to dic-
tate America’s priori-
ties?”

In attempting to an-
swer this question, we
cannot ignore the racial
dynamic of America’s
obsession with guns. White men
can walk the streets with fully
loaded automatic rifles and suffer
no negative consequences, while
people of color are shot dead for
having a toy gun.

This is because the freedom of
Americans to bears arms that is not
the real issue here; it is the freedom
of white Americans to arm them-
selves against people of color (who
are perceived as a threat).

Even though the great majori-
ty of mass shooters are white, the
perceived threat is the armed per-
son of color. The psyches of many
white Americans are tainted by a
fear of retribution for past wrongs
and injustices committed against
people of color. This fear will not
g0 away anytime soon because for
as long as the injustices persist,
the fear will persist and the gun
culture will persist.

So, the mass killings will per-
sist.

Typically, and ironically, the
victims of American injustice are
not doing the killing. A segment of
the white populace that is armed to
the teeth unleashes its murderous
anxiety by firing assault weapons,

killing the innocent. It may seem
farfetched to quote a character
from a “Star Wars” episode, but in
this case, the warning by Master
Jedi Yoda’s makes sense: “Fear
is the path to the dark side. Fear
leads to anger. Anger leads to hate.
Hate leads to suffering.”

To those whites prone to such
behavior, Donald Trump has giv-
en license to openly fear and hate
people of color. The resulting suf-
fering has followed, as night fol-
lows the day.

The problem of mass shootings
is most definitely a gun problem.
It is also undeniably a mental
health problem. And at the base
of it all, the root of the gun cul-
ture that allows the mentally ill to
run around with the capability to
commit multiple murders is white
America’s fear of people of color.

But the fear that many white
people have of people of color
pales in comparison to their fear
of a black man with a gun. The
high-water mark for American gun
control legislation during the last
80 years was in the late 1960s, due
in large part to the Black Panther
Party showing up heavily armed at
the California State House in May
1967. The sight of armed black
men with large afros and berets
sent a chill down America’s spine
and sparked political activity that
eventually led to new gun control
laws being passed in federal and
state legislatures.

In the years since, law enforce-
ment across the country struck
heavy blows against black orga-
nizations perceived to be radical,
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armed and dangerous. These or-
ganizations began to fade and the
perceived threat level lessened.
Once this happened, gun control
began to be relaxed.

A working paper released by
the Harvard Business School in
2016 explored the impact of mass
shootings on gun policy from
1989 to 2014. It showed that gun
laws have been loosened over the
years by legislators courted by the
gun lobby. The paper even states,
“When there is a Republican-con-
trolled legislature, mass shootings
lead to more firearm laws that
loosen gun control. A mass shoot-
ing in the previous year increas-
es the number of enacted laws
that loosen gun restrictions by 75
percent in states with Republi-
can-controlled legislatures.”

In other words, when there is a
mass shooting, Republicans make
it easier for someone to commit
another mass shooting by loosen-
ing gun control laws. This can best
be explained by the existence of a
great fear of, and a need to arm
against, the perceived threat posed
by people of color.

The gun lobby’s 2nd Amend-
ment argument to keep and bear
arms is predicated upon self-de-
fense. But the language of that
amendment begins,” A well reg-
ulated Militia, being necessary to
the security of a free State...” Gun
rights advocates never talk about
this first clause of the one sentence
that is the 2nd Amendment. The
necessary “well regulated Militia”
underpinning the right to keep and
bear arms has been swept aside, as

it is now alleged that the amend-
ment addresses the security of
individuals rather than that of the
“free state.”

Today, it is white privilege, not
America, that some white people
are seeking to protected by the
2nd Amendment.

We must now ask ourselves,
“How do we, as citizens, take on
the gun lobby and the culture that
supports it?” Clearly, our current,
collective elected officials will do
nothing.

We, as citizens, need to begin
on the local, state and federal lev-
els to replace politicians who are
lackeys of the NRA and the gun
lobby so that we can pass laws
restricting access to automatic
weapons. The right to bear arms
does not mean the right to bear
all weapons. Ordinary people
cannot possess mortars, rocket
launchers or grenades, so, why
can’t we extend these prohibitions
to include automatic assault ri-
fles? Why can’t we mandate strict
background checks and limit the
number of guns an individual can
purchase?

We must put people in office
who have principles and who val-
ue human life over profit and priv-
ilege and find ways to pass laws
that create more effective gun
controls.

It is time for us to use gun laws
to protect citizens rather than to
secure white privilege.

Oscar H. Blayton is a former
Marine Corps combat pilot and
human rights activist who practic-
es law in Virginia.

Been Waiting My Entire Life for a Black Superhero

The power
of being
represented

BY LAKAYANA DRURY

I remember sit-
ting on the floor of
Lakeview Library, six
years old, pulling out
the bins of superhe-
ro comics and staring
at the covers of Hulk
and Wolverine. I re-
member stuffing my backpack full
of action figures as a kid on my
way to school. Taking my Batman
figure on adventures around my
house.

I remember playing Power
Rangers at recess at Lapham El-
ementary and wanting to the Red
Ranger because he was the lead-

er, he was cool and also white,
and wanting to change my name
to Tommy. I remember creat-
ing my own superhero comic in
sixth grade, Morpho Man, who I
drew as a white guy and it never
occurred to me that he
could be black.

I had no understand-
ing of race at the time. It
never crossed my mind
that all of my action
figures in my backpack
were white. I was and
still am a dreamer. I act-
ed out countless battles and adven-
tures as a crime-fighting superhe-
ro as a kid on playgrounds across
my city. Punching and kicking at
villains that were so real to me as
my imagination ran wild. And as
big as my imagination was, never
once in those childhood fantasies
did I envision my alter ego was

black. And while I didn’t grow up
to wear a cape or mask, I did be-
come a real life superhero of sorts;
a teacher.

All of those memories of com-
ics and heroes played in my mind
as I sat in the theater with all of my
students for the new movie Black
Panther. I organized a trip for my
whole school because I wanted
them to see a black superhero on
the big screen.

Especially for my students of
color, I wanted them to be part
of their moment. White boys had
their moment when Star Wars
came out in 1977. White children
had their moment when Harry
Potter came out in 1999. For little
black boys and girls, and adults
who had once been little black
boys and girls, finally this is our
moment.

I wanted them to see powerful

black men and women fighting
villains. Whose names were not
Bruce or Peter or Jane. I wanted
the idea of black superheroes to
seep into their conscious so that
the next time they drew a super-
hero it would occur to them that
he or she could be black. Or may-
be Asian or Muslim or transgen-
der.

I wanted them to see black men
that were scientists, women who
were warriors and young people
who were inventors. I wanted
them to see an Africa that stood in
its power. But I also wanted them
to understand it was bigger than a
film.

Before the movie, we dis-
cussed the context leading up to
the production of Black Panther
-- that there wouldn’t be a Lupita
Nyong’o without Hattie McDan-
iel; that 100 years ago “Birth of a

Nation” was playing in the White
House; that Denzel Washing-
ton won an Academy Award for
“Training Day” and not Malcolm
X; and how we went from Blax-
ploitation films in the 1970’s to
Afrofuturism in 2018.

I was little me again in the the-
ater as I watched T’Challa leap,
run and fight across the screen. I
was the little boy on the court in
Oakland, star-struck as his ship
flew overhead.

I have been waiting my entire
life for a black superhero on the
big screen and I didn’t even know
it. I want my students to know it. I
want them to feel it. To understand
it. And then, like T’challa, I want
them all to go out into the world
claim their throne and be great.
Wakanda Forever!

Lakayana Drury is a teacher at
Rosemary Anderson High School.
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Equity and Inclusion
Program Manager

This position is Represented
and is Exempt

Full Time Employee Salary Range:
$80,784 - $106,377

Opens: 02/20/2018
Closes: 03/14/2018 EOD (11:59 pm)

How To Apply

Interested parties must
complete an online employment
application to be considered.
Applications are available as
a paperless, on-line process at
http://prosperportiand.us/for-
job-seekers/.

When we say we are building an
equitable economy to serve the
city and its residents, we mean
it. But we also know that it takes
a lot of leadership and support.
Prosper Portland created the
Equity and Inclusion Program
Manager position to strategize
and implement external and
internal equity efforts with a
supportive and motivated team.
Are you someone who can help
us move beyond aspiration
and toward achievement and
assessment of our equity goals?
Do you want to be part of an
agency that is taking strides
to be a workplace where every
employee experiences belonging
and trust? If that’s you, please
apply!

As part of the Social Equity,
Policy and Communications
Department, this position will
provide leadership, direction
and guidance for equity,
diversity, and inclusion-based
internal and external strategies
and programs. For internal
equity initiatives, this position
will serve as a group facilitator,
subject matter expert and
consultant to the agency. For
external initiatives, this position
coordinates and consults with
staff on public engagement and
outreach strategies for agency
meetings, events, and programs
that encourage inclusive
community engagement
and improve access and
participation for underserved
communities. Establishes,
develops and advances
relationships community-based
organizations, leaders, and
networks to foster inclusive
community engagement
and mutual collaboration. In
addition, this position will serve
as a liaison between the agency
and key standing committees
and advisory bodies.
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SUB BIDS REQUESTED SUB BID REQUEST

Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking
Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility (PACR)

HQ Employee Lot & Pedestrian Tunnel Mods

JE Dunn Construction invites written Bids from qualified Trade
Partners to provide construction services for HQ Employee Lot
and Pedestrian Tunnel Mods on the PACR project.

A complete copy of the Bidding Documents can be obtained by
emailing Robert Means at Robert.Means@jedunn.com. Bids may
also be delivered by email to Robert Means.

Bids due 2:00pm PST March 23, 2018

Any Bid received after the specified date and time will not be
considered.

Non-mandatory, Pre-Bid Conference will be located at the PDX

Conference Center, 7000 Airport Way, St. Helens B Conference

Room, on March 16, 2018 at 2:00 PM for answering questions
regarding the Scopes of Work on the Project.

) JEDUNN'
CONSTRUCTION

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, Oregon 97209 « (503) 978-0800

JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value
response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses. This
is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, and
Emerging Small Business participation.

License Number: 109192

Executive Office Administrator

The Collins Foundation in
Portland, Oregon, seeks full-time
Executive Office Administrator to
provide executive support to the
CEO and Director of Programs,
as well as office management
and grant application intake.
The Foundation supports
Oregon nonprofits, both urban
and rural, that are dedicated

th diversity

rtland
rver

88-0033

ail

to improving quality of life b
for their communities. The SCIVEL.com
Foundation is committed to

the pursuit of equity in how

The Portland Building Reconstruction Project
Invitation to Bid on Packages:
3P - Structural Concrete

Proposals are due: 3/20/18 at 2:00 PM

Bid Contact: Miro Radoynovski
email address: miro@daycpm.com

Bid Documents are located at link:
https://bbcus.egnyte.com/fl/e 1ShAQSbD5

I:fr"i:'-n\ ‘ N ' l
™ Howard S. Wright
‘_;4/ a Balfour Beatty company

Build to Last

Lean. Expert. Trusted, Safe.

CCB 191495

PRAYER BREAKFAST

SAT., MARCH 3, 2018, 9:30 A.M.
TICKETS: $20 ($15 KIDS UNDER 13)

ALLEN TEMPLE CME CHURCH

69th Church Anniversary

"BUILT OUT OF LIVING STONES" I Peter 2:5
(All events held at Maranatha Church, 4222 NE 12th Ave.)

Theme:

FRIENDS & FAMILY SERVICE

SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2018, 4 PM
* /27,

SPEAKER:
BisHopr C.T. WELLS
EMMANUEL CHURCH

Dr. LeRo:_,r Ha ynes, Jr, Senior Pastor

Email: allentemple@qgwestofficenet: Website: afcpclx.org

it allocates resources across
Oregon’s diverse communities
and how it shapes its internal
structures. Position requires
exceptional communication
skills, excellent organizational
skills, and advanced computer
skills using MS Office. Five
years of experience in related
capacity with  nonprofit or
foundation preferred. B.A. or
equivalent experience preferred.
Salary is competitive and
includes excellent benefits.
Full job description is available
at  www.collinsfoundation.org.
To apply, submit cover letter
and resume to: information@
collinsfoundation.org.  Subject
line should read Executive Office
Administrator. Applications
received by March 14, 2018, will
receive priority consideration. No
phone calls please.

Call 50

ads@portlandobserver.com

2017 ~ Celebrating 10 years in Business

In June 10 years ago we opened our doors to serve families at one of
their greatest times of need. The community has embraced us and
we take this responsibility with the deepest honor.

Thank you for entrusting our family of funeral directors

with your precious loved ones.

Funerals « Memorial Services « Cremation * Preplanning

Q:Q)
@R
TERRY FAMILY

* FUNERAL HOME -+

B
G0

503-249-1788
Terry Family Funeral Home
2337 N Williams Ave
Portland, Or 97227
www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com
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films about people facing ethical
and moral questions at moments
of crisis or loss. This is their best
work yet, in my view, a suspense-
ful story about a young doctor,
Jenny, coming face to face -- in a
way that most of us avoid -- with
the importance of facing the truth
of one’s actions.

Early in the film, Jenny is rid-
ing her intern hard about being
too soft; she is feeling her power,
about leave her practice working
with  struggling working-class
people in order to accept an ap-
pointment in a prestigious prac-
tice. One night, just after office
hours have ended, someone rings
the bell of the office, and seems
frantic; the intern moves to open
the door but Jenny stops him, as-
serting harshly that the caller is
too late. A few days later police
inform her that a young woman
was found dead near her office,
and it turns out from the security
tape that it was the woman ringing
the bell.

Jenny immediately feels re-
sponsible for not letting the wom-
an in and wonders if she may have
contributed to her death. Her at-
tempts to talk to the intern fail; she
finds that he is about to quit med-
ical school, giving Jenny another
reason to feel terrible. She eventu-
ally admits, to him and to herself,
that she too wanted to open the
door that night and that she had
prevented him from doing so only
to get the upper hand. This is the
kind of self-assessment most of us
avoid.

Jenny decides not to take the
prestigious job and, for the rest
of the film, goes to great and fre-
quently dangerous lengths to find
out what happened to the dead
girl. She encounters a succession
of people who did things they are
ashamed of that may well have
contributed to the girl’s death,
and most of them are experienc-
ing some kind of health problem

OR

LOTTERY.

— back pain, stomach pain, infec-
tions. It’s subtle but clear. Many
are angry with Jenny for asking
questions, and she puts herself in
some real danger. But she is com-
pelled to pursue the truth; she can’t
get the woman out of her head.

The film is exceedingly wise
about how people work, and about
systemic injustice.

3. “The Florida Project” is the
work of writer-director Sean Bak-
er, whose “Tangerine” was on my

‘

guts and quick flashes of anger,
and their life together is achingly
precarious. Yet Moonee feels (and
is) loved (or what passes for it in
Hailey’s conception), and slams
through her world with the utmost
ballsy confidence, armed with
Hailey’s lessons in hustling, grab-
bing what she wants and leaving
carnage in her wake.

As he did in “Tangerine,” Bak-
er helps us to linger inside a world
of the marginalized that most of
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The 2017 documentary “Whose Streets” looks at how the Killing of 18-year-old Michael Brown in
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with a 10-foot pole; I left wrecked,
and grateful.

4. “Whose Streets?” deserves
much more attention that it has
yet achieved. Its smart director,
Sabaah Folayan (a black wom-
an), and her co-director, Damon
Davis, clearly fought like hell to
tell the story of the protests in Fer-
guson, Mo. in the aftermath of the
police shooting of Michael Brown
from the perspective of the black
citizens who sought to challenge
what had happened. The contrast
to the narrative that carried the
day in the mainstream media is so

Ferguson, Mo. inspired a community to fight back and sparked a global movement.

list of the best films of 2015. Here
again, his compassionate focus
is the underclass of people who
live on the edge of destitution,
next door to la la land -- in this
case, Disney World. Six-year-old
Moonee (played by the irrepress-
ible Brooklynn Prince) lives with
her mother Hailey (still a child
herself) in a week-to-week budget
motel painted in bright pastels and
sporting discount fairytale trap-
pings, originally built to house
park visitors and now housing
the virtually homeless. Hailey is
a profoundly neglectful parent,
plainly having experienced only
neglect herself, she manages her
untenable circumstances with

EGON

Together, we do good things.

us would avoid, and avoids the
temptation to romanticize or solve
its unsolvable problems. Here he
also imparts a picture of childhood
that is parked on a precarious and
thrilling edge; by filming largely
from Moonee’s viewpoint, Baker
allows us to experience her child-
hood both as she does and as we
would from a safer adult vantage
point, a view largely embodied by
Willem Dafoe as the longsuffer-
ing and resignedly compassion-
ate caretaker of the motel. It all
builds to a final scene that is as
devastating as any I can remember
seeing. Baker knows how to lead
audiences to wrestle with truth
they normally would not touch

telling; this film is a master class
in allowing the marginalized to
speak their own truth. My second
viewing occurred shortly after
seeing Kathryn Bigelow’s film
“Detroit,” about the 1967 upris-
ing, and I was struck by what a
better film this documentary is.
“Detroit” depicts the suffering
of black people, but never shows
them acting with agency, and its
director and writer miss complete-
ly how problematic it is for white
people to control how that story is
told. “Whose Streets?” is directed
by a black woman who under-
stands the importance of depict-
ing not only the suffering of black
people but also of showing them

acting with agency. We need more
of that kind of filmmaking.

5. “Coco” is the most joy-
ful film on my list, and this most
Mexican of stories is inspiring as
an example of how even a ma-
jor studio can honor a communi-
ty outside the dominant culture
from a place of curiosity and ad-
miration, and without centering
whiteness. I imagine lots of mis-
takes were made in the production
process -- I’ve read about some of
them, including that Disney made
an early effort to trademark “Day
of the Dead” -- but the studio ev-
idently righted itself enough to
enlist some of its most vocal Mex-
ican-American critics as advisors,
prioritized Latinx voices in the
cast and crew, and emerged with
a beautifully realized celebration
of Mexican culture. They even re-
leased it in Mexico first, where it
quickly became the highest-gross-
ing film in Mexican history. What
a joy for Mexicans to see Holly-
wood-level resources devoted to
presenting a feast of color and
story and in-jokes that first speak
to what is theirs -- and what a joy
for me and other Mexican-Amer-
icans and Latinx people here in
the U.S. to see pieces of our cul-
ture legacy celebrated with such
joy and dignity. We exist! We are
gorgeous! And there is music, and
spiritual wisdom, and a brilliantly
imagined world of the dead here
to thrill and teach and entertain
anyone ready to enjoy them. This
is for all of us.

6. “Abacus: Small Enough
to Jail” does an excellent job of
breaking down a particularly clear
example of structural bias, even
if director Steve James (“Hoop
Dreams”) doesn’t completely un-
derstand what that is. He and a
terrific production team put their
storytelling talents to good use
in laying bare the complicated
story of the one bank that was
prosecuted as a result of the 2008
global financial crisis: a small
family-owned bank that serves an
underserved community of Chi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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nese immigrants in New York. An
absorbing film and a perfect case
study.

7. “Call Me By Your Name”
fully deserves the rapturous re-
sponse it got from audiences and
critics. Italian director Luca Gua-
dagnino has not only created a
heartbreakingly beautiful gay love
story; he has captured the ache of
longing and falling in love more
profoundly than I can remember
seeing on film. I caught myself
holding my breath several times
while watching it -- even without
narrating the thoughts of Elio, the
17-year-old boy at the center of
this story, Guadagnino (and Tim-
othée Chalamet, in an astonish-
ing performance) make you feel
the push-pull of fascination and
obsession and irritation and ur-
gency that drive him in the weeks
that Oliver, a 24-year-old grad
student, is living in the home he
shares with his very groovy aca-
demic parents in Italy. And while
the story is told from Elio’s point
of view, Armie Hammer’s Oliver
is compelling and gorgeous and
diffident and yet believably vul-
nerable too. I appreciated the gen-
tle way in which such passionate
love was portrayed and how the
film did not solve the discomfort
we might feel with the difference

in age between Elio and Oliver.
Michael Stuhlbarg as Elio’s father
also is especially wonderful and
delivers one of the most moving
speeches ever uttered on film by a
father to his son, words not just for
Elio but for so many others who
never otherwise would hear them.
In the end, so much is packed into
so few words and images that you
leave feeling like you understand
something essential about these
two men in the fullness of their
lives, and hold the mystery of
what it means to experience a love
that, however fleeting, changes
you forever.

8. “I, Daniel Blake” ought to
be required viewing for everyone
in the U.S. and other industrial-
ized countries. The great British
director Ken Loach does his best
work here depicting the title char-
acter’s Kafkaesque experiences
navigating the British social ser-
vices system. Blake is a 59-year-
old carpenter who recently suf-
fered a heart-attack; his doctors
tell him he’s not ready to go back
to work, but his benefits have been
cut off and his fight to get them
restored would provoke a health
crisis in just about anyone. This is
not a documentary, but its dramat-
ic rendering of the dehumanizing
experience of obtaining help from
the government is imparted with
empathy and wisdom, aided by

an utterly believable and absorb-
ing performance by Dave Johns as
Blake, and by an equally excellent
supporting cast.

Although this film won the pres-
tigious Palme D’Or at the Cannes
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putably brilliant poet who lived a
very quiet life. But director Ter-
rence Davies has found a way to
present Dickinson, in her time, in a
way that illuminates how a radical
woman thinker could manifest in a
time when it was not possible for
a woman to be a radical thinker.
As played by Cynthia Nixon (who

A Chinese immigrant family fights to defend themselves and
the legacy of their Chinatown community bank in the new
documentary “Abacus: Small Enough to Jail.”

Film Festival in 2016, it received
no Academy Awards notice. The
Hollywood establishment has nei-
ther the clarity of vision nor the
guts to honor stories like this, let
alone to produce them.

9. I was quite stunned by how
deeply “A Quiet Passion” affect-
ed me. Period pieces are very
tricky; filmmakers often have a
hard time letting go of a desire
to beautify according to current
standards, and the main character,
here, Emily Dickinson, is an indis-

ALL GETTING MORE FROM THEIR ENERGY.

mprovements, we can

i Oregon, thousands of businesses
with help from |'|*,:—‘-rg-:..- Trust of .“__:-rF-E.;.-T

1elp you

deserves the Academy Award for
Best Actress), Dickinson speaks
in measured tones and is devoted
and respectful to her father, and
yet she is funny and fierce and
questions everything. Traversing
her life from age 16 to her final
years of seclusion before her death
at age 55, this film captures what
it means to operate far far ahead of
one’s time, and promotes a much
deeper respect for an iconoclast
who lived without appreciation or
recognition until her death.
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10. Actress Sally Hawkins
has justly received recognition
for her role in “The Shape of
Water,” but 1 think she is even
better in “Maudie,” the surpris-
ingly effective homage to folk
artist Maud Lewis. Disfigured by
what appears to have been juve-
nile rheumatoid arthritis, Lewis
was entirely self taught and lived
in extreme poverty in Nova Sco-
tia for most of her life -- and yet
bright, colorful scenes of trees and
cats and flowers flowed out of her
onto just about every surface she
encountered. She mostly painted
them for herself until, at the end of
her life, she enjoyed a surprising
celebrity. This film treats her with
consummate respect and is large-
ly devoted to exploring her rela-
tionship with her husband Everett
(Ethan Hawke, too handsome, but
surprisingly effective), who hired
her as his housekeeper and then
married her. Their relationship is
troubled and disturbing in many
ways -- but the film treats them
both with appropriate dignity and
real insight. Whether or not the
details are true, this film is true in
the ways that are deepest and most
important.

Darleen Ortega is a judge on
the Oregon Court of Appeals and
the first woman of color to serve
in that capacity. Her movie review
column Opinionated Judge ap-
pears regularly in The Portland
Observer. Find her movie blog at
opinionatedjudge.blogspot.com.
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