
‘City 

Roses’
 of

Volume XLVII • Number 28
www.portlandobserver.com
Wednesday  •  July 18, 2018

Established in 1970
Committed to Cultural Diversity

photo courtesy MultnoMah county

Case managers from the non-profit Central City Concern’s Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion program, (pictured from left) Juliana DePietro, Hubert Matthews, Jason 
Sheffey, and Carlos Reynoso, work outside the court system to help low level drug offenders, often people on the streets and people who are homeless, get the social 
services and treatment they need instead of continuing a cycle through the criminal justice system.

Team Beats Back Jail Door
Works with drug addicted, homeless to change outcomes
by Danny peterson

the portlanD observer

A pilot project shows promise as a way 
of helping people struggling with serious 
drug addictions, many of whom living on 
the street, get connected with social ser-
vices and treatment, instead of continuing 
to cycle through the criminal justice sys-
tem. 

In a city where one in every two arrests 
made by the Portland Police Bureau last 
year was of a homeless person, as the Or-
egonian recently reported, a recent expan-
sion of the program could help ameliorate 

the issues that plague the un-housed.
The Law Enforcement Assisted Diver-

sion or LEAD program is a county-funded, 
pre-booking jail diversion program that 
allows police to divert someone facing a 
low-level drug offense to case managers, 
who curate individualized treatments, and 
keep them away from jail or prosecution.  

For about the past year and a half, the 
non-profit organization Central City Con-
cern has contracted with Multnomah Coun-
ty to provide the services to said would-be 
drug offenders.  Originally encompassing 
clientele from downtown Portland and the 

Lloyd District, the program expanded in 
May to encompass central southeast cli-
ents, too. 

The coordinated effort between law 
enforcement agencies, service providers, 
community organizations and elected of-
ficials is aimed to reduce crime and the 
harm individuals struggling with addiction 
can cause themselves and their community. 
The majority of the program’s clients are 
those experiencing homelessness, Karen 
Kern, who oversees the LEAD program 
at Central City Concern, told the Portland 
Observer.

She said she’s received supportive re-
sponses from the community with what the 
program has been able to achieve so far. 

“We’ve been able to show that we actu-
ally have some positive outcomes. [We’ve 
helped] people who’ve been chronically 
homeless and using substances [...] that are 
now housed and sober and working. Even 
the officers are like ‘wow I can’t believe 
this; it’s like a complete transformation for 
this person,’” Kern said. 

Since its launch in February 2017, 99 
continueD on page 4

Incredible 
Survivor

Injured woman 
found alive  
after crash

See Local News, page 3

Inspired by 
Science
Young inventor 
competes for 
top prize
See Metro, page 9
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Homeless Arrests Defended
Portland’s police union pres-

ident is blasting Mayor Ted 
Wheeler after he and Police Chief 
Danielle Outlaw supported an in-
dependent investigation to look 
into why half of all arrests made 
by the Portland Police Bureau last 
year were of people experiencing 
homelessness, though they only 
made up three percent of the pop-
ulation.

Daryl Turner, president of 
the Portland Police Association, 
lamented the current state of the 
city and its struggle with home-
lessness in his criticism.

“Our City has become a cess-
pool” Turner said in a  press 
release on Monday that also 
criticized Wheeler for what he 
described as throwing police “un-
der the bus” for the mayor’s own 
“failed policies” on reducing the 
homeless population.

The police chief and may-

Daryl Turner
Benson Sprinter Wins Gold
Congratulations to Benson High School’s Micah Williams (center) who ran the anchor leg to propel 
Team USA to its first gold medal in the 4 X 100 meter relay at the IAAF World U20 Championships 
Saturday in Tampere, Finland. Williams is also the Oregon Class 6A title holder in the 100 and 200 
meter races. (Getty photo for the IAAF)

or called for an investigation by 
Portland’s Independent Police 
Review panel this month after the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
asked her and the mayor to inquire 
whether police were profiling peo-
ple who are homeless. 

Trump Sides with Russia
In an extraordinary embrace of 
a longtime 
U.S. ene-
my, Presi-
dent Trump 
on Monday 
openly ques-
tioned his 
own intelligence agencies’ finding 
that Russia meddled in the 2016 
U.S. election to his benefit, seem-
ing to accept Russian President 
Putin’s insistence that Moscow’s 
hands were clean. 24-hours later, 
Trump said he misspoke, but the 
immediate reaction was viscer-
al. “Shameful,” ‘’disgraceful,” 
‘’weak,” were a few of the com-
ments.

Merkley says Tape May Exist
Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Oregon, said 
Monday that he believes that the 
Russian government may have 
“something close” to the long-ru-
mored video of President Trump 
engaging in a sexual act with two 
prostitutes. When asked if footage 
of the alleged act exists and is be-

The Week 
in Review

ing used as leverage to maintain 
Trump’s pro Russia views, Merk-
ley responded that it is possible.

Obama: Values Under Threat
Former President Barack Obama 
on Tuesday took aim at “strong-
man politics” in his highest-profile 
speech since leaving office, urging 
people around the world to respect 
human rights and other values now 
under threat. The impassioned ad-
dress marked the 100th anniversa-
ry of anti-apartheid leader Nelson 
Mandela’s birth. 

Hardesty Wins Endorsement
Former legislator Jo Ann Hardes-
ty has won a key endorsement in 
her November general election 
battle for the Portland City Coun-
cil against Multnomah County 
Commissioner Loretta Smith. The 
A m e r i c a n 
Federation of 
State County 
and Munici-
pal Employ-
ees Local 189 
gave the nod 
to Hardesty 
last week, an 
endorsement that can yield finan-
cial contributions along with the 
potential to tap the union’s 1,000 
workers as volunteers.
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A posting from her Facebook account shows Angela Hernandez of Portland after she was rescued 
Sunday nearly a week after her car (right) crashed down an ocean cliff in California.

Incredible Survivor
Injured woman found alive after crash

A Portland woman who went 
missing in California and sur-
vived for nearly a week after her 
car plummeted over a cliff onto a 
Pacific shore beach, and was dis-
covered by two hikers Friday, re-
called the event from her hospital 
bed Sunday.

Angela Hernandez, who veered 
off the road to avoid hitting a 
small animal in coastal Califor-
nia, had crashed her Jeep Liberty 
at the bottom of a 200-foot bluff 
on July 6. 

The hikers, Chelsea and Chad 
Moore, first discovered and gath-
ered some of her things—such 
as a license plate—to bring to 
authorities while hiking near Big 
Sur. But about 30 minutes later, 
they discovered the woman alive 

and got her help. One called 911 
while the other stayed with her. 
She was eventually airlifted to a 
hospital after emergency respond-
ers used climbing gear to reach 
her, authorities said. 

Hernandez recalled the ordeal 
in harrowing detail in a Facebook 
post two days after her rescue.

“The only thing I really remem-
ber after [the crash] was wak-
ing up. I was still in my car and 
I could feel water rising over my 
knees. My head hurt and when I 
touched it, I found blood on my 
hands,” she said.

Though the 23-year-old sus-
tained several serious injuries, 
like a brain hemorrhage, two bro-
ken collar bones, four broken ribs, 
and a collapsed lung, she was able 

to break out her car by use of a 
multi-tool and patrol the beach for 
rescuers in the coming days.

 “I found a high spot I was able 
to climb up to and found myself 
there almost every day. I could see 
cars driving across the cliff and 
felt like if I could yell just loud 
enough, that one could hear or 
see me. That’s all it would take to 
make it back to my family.” Her-
nandez said.

She also described using a hose 
that had come off her vehicle to 
collect water from a patch of moss 
to survive.  

Hernandez was reunited with 
her family at the hospital over the 
weekend. 

“I don’t know, you guys, life is 
incredible,” she said. 

A gofundme account has been activated and a special weekend 
fundraiser has been organized to help Je’Lani Sims get treatment 
for a debilitating brain injury.

Fundraiser to Help Infant Son
Support needed 
for brain injury 
operation

Advocates for an infant son 
have established a gofundme ac-
count and are holding a special 
weekend fundraiser to help a local 
family raise donations to treat his 
debilitating brain injuries after a 
near drowning two years ago.

Shay Gibson said her three and 
a half year old son Je’Lani was 
born a healthy baby boy, with such 
a beautiful soul, always dancing 
and running around.

continueD on page 5
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people have enrolled in LEAD, 
76 remain active in the program, 
and over 1,000 documented needs 
from participants have been met 
—like seeking medical attention 
for serious health issues, receiving 

Team Beats Back Jail Door
continueD froM front basic amenities, and being set on 

a path to obtain housing or a job. 
Unlike other court-mandat-

ed programs, specialty courts, 
or probation requirements, how 
clients receive their unmet needs 
is self-directed by them, with the 
assistance and support of Cen-

tral City Concern case managers, 
Kern said.  

“No one is telling them you 
have to do this, We’re just asking 
them what do you want to do. And 
just from that frame, you actually 
end up going further,” Kern add-
ed. 

The way it works is, when a po-
tential drug offender is apprehend-
ed by a police officer, that officer 
may refer them to LEAD and, if 
they accept, an arrest for posses-
sion of a controlled substance is 
diverted and they won’t be booked 
in a precinct, jailed, or taken to 
court, Kern said. 

However, there are several re-
strictions on who the program 
can apply to. For example, if the 
person in question has more than 
5 grams of heroin, or 10 grams or 
more of cocaine or methamphet-
amine, they’re ineligible. Also 
having an active extraditable war-
rant or a restraining order against 
another client in the program 
disqualifies them, according to a 
county document outlying the cri-
teria.   

And it can only apply to certain 
parts of the city, like the Lloyd 
District, Old Town/China Town, 
and most recently inner southeast 
Portland, in a catchment area that 
stretches from the Willamette on 
the west to Southeast 12th Avenue 
on the east; and between I-84 on 
the north and Southeast Powell on 
the south.  

Once a client is accepted, case 
managers assess them to figure out 
what their needs are. They then 
regularly check in on them, often 
where they sleep on the street, and 
build a relationship to try and help 

the client fulfill those needs.
 “We’re an outreach program 

so the case managers are mostly 
working in the community and not 
so much in an office...as that re-
lationship develops, what ends up 
happening is there’s a trust there,” 
said Kern, who has worked for 
Central City Concern for over two 
years.

What might start as requests for 
blankets and food becomes a jour-
ney to work on long term, serious 
issues like mental health, sub-
stance abuse, and housing, Kern 
said. Medical or mental health 
emergencies that might have cul-
minated in a trip to the E.R. or 
jail can get mitigated by receiving 
a primary care or mental health 
provider and scheduling regular 
check-ups for ongoing conditions, 
she added.

LEAD Case manager Hubert 
Matthews told the Portland Ob-
server that his personal connec-
tion to addiction is a motivating 
factor for doing the work he 
does.

“Due to the fact that I am a re-
covering addict, my experience as 
a case manager has been very re-
warding. I have been able to serve 
a population that I was a part of 
for many years,” he said.

Matthews said assisting people 
struggling with chronic drug ad-
diction is very complex because 
they ultimately won’t stop using 
until they are ready, which is why 
he advocates for a set of strategies 
aimed at reducing negative conse-
quences associated with drug use, 
known as harm reduction, instead 
of a punitive approach. 

He added that meeting people 
where they are is important to 
make social services as accessible 
as possible to drug addicts so their 
needs can be more easily met. 

“It has been proven that putting 
money into jailing addicts does 
not help meet these needs, and 
so I think we need to have a bet-
ter infrastructure to support social 
services. Addiction touches every-
one’s lives one way or another,” 
Matthews said.

The LEAD program’s harm 

reduction model is based on the 
premise that drug addiction itself 
is a medical disease, known as 
substance use disorder, not a mor-
al shortcoming. 

It’s a point of view that Kern 
said is in line with many civic 
leaders, including Multnomah 
County District Attorney Rod 
Underhill, who has lauded Coun-
ty Commission Chair Deborah 
Kafoury for championing the 
funding of the initiative. He also 
stated the recent expansion of the 
program into southeast Portland is 
“critically important to our com-
munity.”

“It shows our commitment 
to embracing a harm reduction 
model for people who are strug-
gling with addiction or mental 
health...with that vision, we are 
starting to move away from the 
punitive and sanction-based 
model of prosecution and are 
continuing focus on the individ-
ual,” Underhill said.

Kafoury added that she’s also 
encouraged by the progress being 
made by the program.

“We need strategies that keep 
the public safe and hold people 
accountable, but also gives them 
an opportunity to recover and 
change for the better. Programs 
like LEAD demonstrate our com-
mitment to expanding those op-
portunities,” Kafoury said.

As to whether the LEAD pro-
gram will have economic ben-
efits to taxpayers by diverting 
substance abusers from excess 
use of expensive public services 
like emergency room visits, or 
being jailed, Abbey Stamp, the 
Executive Director of Multnomah 
County’s Local Public Safety Co-
ordinating Council, which over-
sees LEAD, said she is hopeful it 
will, but they’ve not accumulated 
enough data to determine one way 
or another.

“We have an evaluation plan 
we will pursue after another year 
or so when enough clients have 
enrolled and engaged…it will take 
some time, especially because 
LEAD clientele have many com-
plex needs,” Stamp said.
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Antioch Missionary Baptist Church
Presents

Youth in Action Bible Study
• Worship God   •  Laugh

• Get motivated by His Word  • Study God’s role Models
You Have Questions…………We Have Answers
When:  Every Tuesday @ 5:30p.m.
Where:  Antioch Missionary Baptist Church
 5935 North Minnesota Avenue
Phone:  (503) 289-2364 or (503) 477-7149

Snacks Provided
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation:  

the old has gone,  the new has come!   
2 corinthiAns 5:17

continueD froM page 3

Fundraiser to Help Infant Son
seizures and has been admitted 
multiple times to the hospital be-
cause of them and for spasticity.

Since the accident, he has a 
tracheostomy and feeding tube 
installed. He cannot talk, walk or 
eat on his own. He has very little 
head control and makes little foot 
movements but that is all.

The hope now is to raise the 
money to pay for a new promising 
operation called Hyperbaric Oxy-
gen Therapy that has helped other 
kids with brain injuries.

“So I am reaching out and hop-
ing to raise money for his treat-
ment because it is not covered 

through insurance and for the 
traveling expenses so he can get 
the best care,” Gibson said.

“If you are not able to donate, 
please share his story and keep 
Je’Lani in your prayers,” she 
said.

On Sunday, July 20, a fundrais-
ing event at the hair salon @N the 
Cut Style, 1430 N.E. 114th Ave. 
at Halsey, will offer special deals 
on services to raise donations for 
Je’Lani. Special dinners and other 
deals will also be offered.

Another way to donate is by 
going online to the fundraising ac-
count, gofundme.com/jelani-sims.

But among his love of bubbles, 
music and balloons, tragedy struck 
in the summer of 2016 when he 
snuck out the back door of his 
grandma’s house and climbed into 
a pool and nearly drowned.

“I was not there but when I got 
that call it felt like my whole life 
shattered. He went into cardiac 
arrest and was diagnosed with a 
hypoxic brain injury,” she said. 
“Je’Lani was in the hospital 6 
weeks before I took him home.”

Gibson says it’s been a very 
tough journey. Her son still has 

religion
Honoring Women of Strength

Emmanuel Temple Church, a 
historic African American and di-
verse congregation serving north 
and northeast Portland, will hon-
or three black women of strength 
for their courage and compassion 
serving many families in times of 

In Loving 
Memory
Ron Webb

Ron Webb: Sunrise, May 
20, 1938; sunset July 6, 2018.

Services are pending. Con-
tact Lisa Griffin at 503 875-
1630.

crisis and loss of loved ones.
Emmanuel Pastor April Mur-

chinson invites the community 
to attend when retired Portland 
police officers Victoria Burton 
and Marci Jackson and active of-
ficer Rashida Saunders are hon-

ored for their work as leaders 
for Portland’s Crisis Response 
Team.

The special “neighbor to neigh-
bor” service will be held Sunday, 
July 29 at 11 a.m. at the church, 
located at 1033 N. Sumner St.

Obituary
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Calendar
July 2018

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Build a Scarecrow Day
Canada Day
International Joke Day
National Postal 

Worker Day

CARICOM Day
First Zeppelin Flight 

in 1900

Dog Days Begin Independence Day
National Country 

Music Day

P.T. Barnum born, 
1810

First Picture Postcard 
Made

National Fried 
Chicken Day

National Kissing Day

Macaroni Day

Barn Day
Liberty Bell Cracks 

In 1835
Video Games Day

National Sugar Cook-
ie Day

Martin Provensen 
born, 1916

Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
Day

E.B. White born, 
1899

Cheer Up the Lonely 
Day

Battle of the Boyne
Paper Bag Day

Go West Day
National French Fries 

Day

Bastille Day

Cow Appreciation 
Day

First Boeing 707 Flew 
In 1954

Apollo 11 Lifts Off 
on its voyage to the 
moon in 1969

Karla Kuskin born, 
1932

Disneyland Opens In 
1955

National Caviar Day Stick Your Tongue 
Out Day

Moon Day (First 
landing on the 
moon)

International Chess 
Day

National Junk Food 
Day

Pied Piper of 
Hamelin Day

Robert Quakenbush 
born, 1929

Ice Cream Cone In-
troduced In 1904

Amelia Earhart Day
Marvin the Martian 

First debuted in 
cartoons in 1948

Thread the Needle 
Day

Jan Berenstain born, 
1923

Scott Corbett born, 
1913

Natalie Babbitt born, 
1932

First Fingerprint 
taken

NASA Established in 
1958

National Lasagna Day

National Cheesecake 
Day

First US Patent Issued 
Granted to Samuel 
Hopkins in 1790

Your Local News Source for 48 Years
The Portland Observer Newspaper
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We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

Stylist
Wanted

Happy 95th Birthday
Laura Barber (left) with family and friends, celebrated 
her 95th birthday on July 16th. You go Laura!

Summer Movies at the Square
Flicks on the Bricks presented by SmartPark returns Friday, July 20 to Pioneer 
Courthouse Square with the film Wonder Woman.  For the next five Fridays nights 
though Aug. 27, the Square is transformed into Portland’s largest outdoor movie 
theater. Pre-movie entertainment is provided by 101.9 KINK and starts at 7 p.m. 
Admission to each movie is free and you’re encouraged to bring low back chairs, 
pillows, cushions or bean bags to make the Square your “Living Room.”

Shang

Comedy Jam with Shang
BET and Comedy Central co-

median Shang will headline a live 
comedy show this Friday, July 20 
at the Alberta Abbey, 126 N.E. 
Alberta St.

The “Got Laffs Comedy Jam” 
is a show inspired by Russell 
Simmons’ Def Comedy Jam to 
provide a platform for under-
ground, up and coming and estab-
lished urban comedians, a show 
that has been hitting stages across 
the U.S.

Hyjink from Dirty Angel En-
tertainment will host Portland’s 
show with the featured comedian 
Mark Caesar from New Orleans. 
Portland locals Jake Silberman, 
Chris Johnson, and Lance Ed-
ward will also perform. Food and 
drinks will be served. The 21 and 

over show will start at 7:30 p.m. 
with doors opening at 7 p.m. Pre-
sale tickets are $20 at prekindle.
com/shang.
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55 years experience
Serving Oregon and Washington

Contracted agent with AARP – Humana – Mutual of Omaha 
Health Care Specialist

Medicare Supplements / Life Insurance
Medicare Advantage Plan

Prescription Drug Programs / Final Expenses

2703 E. Mill Plain Blvd Vancouver, WA 98661 
Cell (772) 410-6778 / Fax (360) 718-2536

Email: Dimery100@gmail.com 

Like & share Me on FACEBOOK

Health 
Care 

Specialist
FORREST 
JENKINS

State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

4946 N. Vancouver Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97217
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood atmosphere.

cannon’s 
rib express

5410 NE 33rd Ave, 
Portland, Or

Call to Order: 
503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Sun-Thurs: 11a-8p
Fri-Sat: 11a- 9p

Bringing Kids to Nature
photo courtesy the oregon Zoo

Bricenda Avila leads a group of campers on an overnight at Eagle Creek. She is a youth leader in 
the Oregon Zoo’s Urban Nature Overnights program, which this year celebrates 18 years of actively 
engaging historically underrepresented Portland-area youth in outdoor recreation and conservation 
in partnership with the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Forest Service and other community 
partners.

Trail Blazers youth basketball coaches and partners offer basketball clinics, classes and contests 
at the annual Rip City 3-on-3 tournament. The annual event returns to the Rose Quarter, July 28-29. 
Team registration closes on Friday, July 20.

Blazers Plan Rip City Fun
Youth line up for 
a 3-on-3 tourney

Area youth are lining up to play 
in the annual Trail Blazers “Rip 
City 3 on 3” basketball tourna-
ment presented by Les Schwab 
Tire Centers coming to the Rose 
Quarter campus the weekend 
of July 28-29, featuring basket-
ball clinics, classes and contests. 
The team registration deadline is 
Friday, July 20 by visiting ripci-
ty3on3.com.

The Blazers are partnering 
with Positive Coaching Alliance, 

an organization whose mission is 
to transform youth sports culture 
into a development zone where 
all youth and high school athletes 
have a positive, character-building 
experience that results in better 
athletes and better people.

During the tournament, PCA 
will host 30-minute Chalk Talks 
for parents, coaches and athletes 
focusing on the benefits of build-
ing a positive culture in youth 
sports. Tournament attendees un-
der the age of 14 can take part in 
Nike youth clinics hosted by Trail 
Blazers youth coaches focusing 
on learning specific basketball 

skills and drills.
Other events taking place the 

weekend of the tournament in-
clude the Toyota Youth Skills 
Challenge; a 3-Point Contest 
and Sprite Slam Dunk Contest. 
Rip City 3-on-3 will utilize a 
tournament format consisting of 
pool play beginning Saturday 
morning, leading into exciting 
single-elimination playoffs on 
Sunday.

The tournament will feature 52 
courts staged throughout the Rose 
Quarter campus, with a variety 
of divisions for male and female 
players available for registration.
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Mississippi
Alberta
North Portland

Vancouver
East County

Beaverton

photo by Danny peterson/the portlanD observer

Rishab Jain, a student from Stoller Middle School in Beaverton, uses a reader board to help visualize his invention of using artificial intelligence software to potentially 
improve the effectiveness of pancreatic cancer treatment. He is one of 10 finalists chosen across the nation to compete for the title of “America’s Top Young Scientist” and 
a prize of $25,000.

Inspired by Science
Young inventor competes for top prize

by Danny peterson

the portlanD observer

A local middle school student 
is poised to fight for the title of 
“America’s Top Young Scientist” 
for his innovative system of using 
artificial intelligence software to 
potentially improve the effective-
ness of pancreatic cancer treat-
ment. 

Rishab Jain, a soon-to-be eighth 
grader at Stoller Middle School in 
Beaverton, was one of 10 finalists 
chosen throughout the nation for 
3M and Discovery Education’s 
Young Scientist Challenge, it was 
announced last month. The annual 
competition challenges students 
grades 5-8 across the nation to 

use scientific thinking to create 
innovations that improve their 
communities locally and abroad. 
In October, he and nine others will 
compete for a $25,000 grand prize 
in St. Paul, Minn. He’s also men-
toring with a 3M scientist over the 
summer to help bring his vision to 
life.

The competition involved con-
testants submitting a YouTube 

video of their proposals, which 
Jain said immediately drew him 
in, since making technology-based 
videos for the web is one of his 
many hobbies.  

Last summer Jain familiarized 
himself with artificial intelligence 
programs like Python and MAT-
LAB. When he learned about the 
low survival rate of pancreatic 
cancer patients over that same 

summer, he wondered if there was 
a way to combine the two inter-
ests.

“Currently to treat the disease, 
doctors use MRI-guided radio-
therapy. This is where radiation 
is directly targeted onto a tumor 
to help reduce the size and kill it 
off,” Jain explained.

But due to differences in pa-
tients’ body structures, and bodi-

ly movements like breathing, the 
pancreas can move mid-treatment. 

“And then the radiation can 
have negative effects on the body. 
So that’s a major problem. I want-
ed to try to solve that,” he added. 

If this new tool is used, the ra-
dio therapy can follow the pancre-
as as it moves, in real time. Not 
only could this make the treatment 
of the cancer more effective, it 
also avoids accidentally pump-
ing healthy organs with radiation, 
which should increase a patients’ 
overall chances of surviving. 

Jain’s mother, Manisha Jain, 
who is a realtor and originally 

continueD on page 16
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Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Portland artist Bonnie Meltzer’s collage of Erick Silva, a young security guard who saved seven lives 
before he was shot and killed in last year’s mass shooting at a Las Vegas concert. The work is part of 
a “Beautiful Lives Lost,” art exhibit honoring all 48 victims of the attack now showing through July 27 
at the Art Institute of Portland’s Marcia Policar Gallery, 1122 N.W. Davis.

Beautiful Lives Lost
Local artists honor 
shooting victims

After the 2017 mass shooting 
at a Las Vegas concert that left 58 
people dead, Portland artist Bon-
nie Meltzer said her friend Quin 
Sweetman felt helpless in the face 
of yet another national tragedy of 
senseless gun violence.

“But she wasn’t helpless. She 
had a brilliant idea to help us all 
grieve,” Meltzer said.

 Quin gathered 55 artists to-
gether, including Meltzer, to 
make portraits of the 58 people 
murdered.  She called the proj-
ect “Beautiful Lives Lost” and 

the portraits are now on display 
through July 27 at the Art Institute 
of Portland’s Marcia Policar Gal-
lery, 1122 N.W. Davis St.

The artists volunteered their time, 
materials and talents to recognize, 
remember and honor the lives lost 
as a loving gesture to bring some 
comfort to the families, loved-ones 
and communities by showing that 
people care about their loss. 

Following the exhibition all 
portraits will be given to the fam-
ilies.

Sweetman said the portraits 
“serve as tangible proof that these 
58 people will continue to be re-
membered in the most positive 
light. Art helps us all heal.”

The Taylor Electric Project, a collaborative, open-air street art gallery on the site of a former burned out warehouse at 240 S.E. Clay St. opens Saturday, July 21 with an 
all-day celebration highlighting the work of over 100 artists. Sponsored by the Portland Street Art Alliance, the all-ages event will include live-painting, artist commissions, 
live music, food carts, local beer, skateboarding ramps, a break dancing battle and more. Admission is a suggested donation of $5.

Open Air Art Gallery Party photo by crystal aMaya
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Zoo for All -- The 
Oregon Zoo has 
launched “Zoo for All,” 
a new discount program that 
provides $5 admission for low in-
come individuals and families. Visitors may 
purchase up to six of the $5 tickets by brin-
ing a photo ID and documentation showing 
they participate in low income service, like 
the Oregon Trial Card, Medicaid, Section 8, 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, 
and Head Start.

New Chinatown Museum -- “Made in Chi-
natown, USA: Portland,” a photo exhibit cap-
turing the cultural pride of Portland’s Asian 
community marks the opening of a new Port-
land Chinatown Museum at 127 N.W. Third 
Ave. Admissions is a suggested $5 and free 
on First Thursdays from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Celebrate Tubman’s Reopening -- Harriet 
Tubman Middle School will be reopening 
in the fall and in celebration, all former ad-
ministrators, teachers, staff and students are 
invited to an Alumna Gala, planned for Sat-
urday, July 21 at the nearby Leftbank Annex, 
101 N. Weidler St. RSVP to school secretary 
Theresa Smallwood at tsmallwood@pps.net 
or call 503-916-2000, extension. 74929 or 
email Andrea Wade at awade@pps.net or call 
503-916-3073

The Shape of Speed -- Seventeen rare and 
streamlined automobiles and motorcycles 
from a golden age, from 1930 to 1942, are on 
view as part of a new exhibit at the Portland 

B U S I N E S S G u i d e

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

503-762-6042
971-570-8214

Chicago-Style Steppin

Fun, Healthy Social Dance for 
Couples and Singles.

Weekly Classes
www.groovinhighsteppers.com

Denise Johnson 503-819-4576
Hernandez Williams 206-683-4101

Co-Founders and Instructers

CPR Classes Offered
Basic Life Support Provider

BLS Provider Skills
Heartsaver First Aid

CPR & AED

RN Consultation
Assessment, Delegation,  

PRN Guidlines, etc...

MoZetta Zion, MSN, RN

503-781-7309

YOU CALL, WE HAUL

Johnny Huff
(owner/operator)

Scrapping Metal
& Landscape Meintenance

Cell: (971) 263-5516

Mowing, Edging & Trimming  •  Pruning, Tilling, & Gardening
Clean-Up & Hauling  •  Leaf & Debris Removal  •  Composting

Yard Maintenance  •  Bark Dusting  •  Power- Washing  •  & More!

Commercial & Residential Services
“Your satisfaction is my guarantee”

CLASSIC CUTS & LAWN CARE MAINTENANCE
Boweivel

WWW.BOWEIVEL.COM

For free estimates call Owner James Wimbish at: 503-890-4826

Advertise with diversity in 
The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033 

email ads@portlandobserver.com

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Art Museum, now showing through Sept. 
16. The vehicles demonstrate how designers 
used a the concept of aerodynamic efficien-
cy to turn autos into exciting machines that 
in many cases, looked as though they were 
moving while at rest.

Gorge Shuttle Returns -- The Columbia 
Gorge Express bus service by the Oregon 
Department of Transportation has made its 
return, now going as far east as Hood River 
and offering serve seven days a week, year 
round. The bus departs from the Gateway 
Transit Center to Rooster Rock State Park, 
Multnomah Falls, Cascade Locks and Hood 
River. 
Norman Sylvester -- ‘Boogie Cat’ Norman 
Sylvester plays Friday, July 20 at 7 p.m. for 
the Cathedral Park Jazz Festival in north Port-
land; Wednesday, July 25 for Aurora Colony 
Days, Friday, July 27 at Clyde’s; and Satur-
day, July 28 at the Rusty Truck Brewing in 
Lincoln City.
Robot Revolution -- A new exhibit at OMSI 
brings some of 
the most inno-
vative robots 
from all over 
the world. Learn 
about the skills 
robots possess 
that mimic and 
often surpass hu-
man capabilities 
in “‘Robot Rev-
olution,” now 
showing through Sept. 7.
Discount Tickets -- Low income families 
and individuals can purchase $5 tickets to 
classical musical performances in Portland 
as part of a unique program called Music 
for All. Participating organizations include 
the Oregon Symphony, Portland Opera, 
Oregon Ballet Theater, Chamber Music 
Northwest, Portland Youth Philharmonic, 
Portland Baroque Orchestra, Friends of 
Chamber Music, Portland Chamber Or-
chestra, Portland Piano International, Port-
land Symphonic Choir, Cappella Romana 
and Portland Vocal Consort.
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opinion

Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

MCS Still in 
Business

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area  
and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 

Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning
Regular Area Rugs

$25.00 Minimum
Wool Oriental Rugs

$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

What’s at Stake if Kavanaugh Joins the Court?
Hard won rights 
are at risk
by olivia alperstein 

President Donald 
Trump has nominated 
Judge Brett Kavana-
ugh to replace former 
Supreme Court Justice 
Anthony Kennedy. 
Why should you care? 
Because everything from repro-
ductive rights to voting, education, 
and health care is now at stake.

Kavanaugh, a judicial ideo-
logue committed to pulling the 
Court further to the right, may also 
reverse decades of key rulings that 
uphold the constitutional right to 
personal liberty and autonomy.

All Americans say they value 
personal freedom, especially the 
right to make our own decisions 
about our private lives. Every day, 
we take that liberty for granted, 
from exercising our right to free 
speech to lighting up sparklers on 
the Fourth of July. Cherishing our 
liberties is as American as apple 

pie — but our right to exercise 
those liberties could be undone.

Nowhere is the issue more criti-
cal than on reproductive 
rights. Kavanaugh’s 
nomination will mean 
a major battle to undo 
key protections in Roe 
v. Wade, the landmark 
1973 Supreme Court 
case that firmly estab-
lished the right to access 

safe, legal abortion.
Striking down Roe would im-

mediately outlaw abortion in 
states where pre-Roe anti-abor-
tion laws are technically still on 
the books. As many as 22 states 
could be impacted over the course 
of two years.

That’s bad enough. But it’s also 
critical to remember the reasoning 
behind the historic 7-2 ruling: that 
people have a constitutional right 
to privacy.

Specifically, the Supreme Court 
upheld and enshrined the protec-
tions included in the First, Fourth, 
Ninth, and Fourteenth Amend-
ments, holding that those protec-

tions applied to decisions a person 
might make about their own body.

Ultimately, that decision in-
formed several other critical rul-
ings, including cases that forbade 
bans on same-sex romantic rela-
tionships and affirmed the right to 
same-sex marriage. According to 
Roe, the right to make your own 
choices is one of the founding prin-
ciples that govern this country.

If Roe is overturned, that could 
set off a chain reaction that up-
ends this critical foundation be-
hind other landmark cases — both 
those that came before and those 
that came after.

The constitutional right to pri-
vacy informed Loving v. Virginia, 
which struck down criminaliza-
tion of interracial marriage, and 
Griswold v. Connecticut, which 
enabled the legalization of contra-
ceptives. The constitutional right 
to privacy also played a key role 
in Carpenter v. United States, a re-
cent ruling that prohibits warrant-
less collection of cellphone users’ 
data without reasonable cause.

Judicial precedent set by the 

Supreme Court has built a sol-
id foundation for interpretation 
of the law — but all it takes is a 
stacked court to have that founda-
tion tumble like a house of cards.

Supreme Court appointments 
are for life. The rulings these jus-
tices make affect the entire judi-
cial system for decades, if not cen-
turies, to come. Each year, dozens 
of critical cases come before the 
court that deeply impact people’s 
rights and daily lives.

While outgoing Justice Antho-
ny Kennedy wasn’t perfect, he 
was committed to upholding the 
personal right to privacy as en-
shrined in U.S. law. Kavanaugh, 
however, could roll back our hard-
won freedoms — and those of fu-
ture generations.

The Senate will be voting soon 
on whether to confirm Kavana-
ugh. A lot more than just a vacant 
bench hangs in the balance.

Olivia Alperstein is the Deputy 
Director of Communications and 
Policy at Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus Center. Distributed 
by OtherWords.org
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Letter to the Editor

Employing the Tactic of Naming and Shaming
It works and 
should be 
continued
by oscar h. blayton

There was a reason 
Ku Klux Klan mem-
bers wore hoods that 
hid their faces.

Anonymity allows 
people to act upon 
their worst instincts without hav-
ing to suffer the consequences. 

Southern bigots acted out their 
racial hatred as night riders and 
then resumed their roles as re-
sponsible doctors, policemen, 
judges and other model citizens 
the next day because no one knew 
who was behind the masks.

The Internet has given individ-
uals similar anonymity, allowing 
trolls and haters to assume false or 
cloaked identities as they terrorize 
their victims in cyberspace.

There had always been a certain 
shame that attached to depraved 
acts of cruelty. Bullies and sadists 
did not want to be known for their 
true selves. If the world did not 

know who they were, they could 
dress themselves in a suit of false 
rectitude and hypocritically wag 
their fingers at those they deem to 

be unfit.
Today, however, 

there is a new norm for 
bullying and sadism. 
Donald Trump has fig-
uratively flung wide 
the gates of hell and all 
its minions have come 
spilling out. His cabinet 

is rife with villains determined to 
leave the entire Earth worse than 
when they found it. They appear 
to take joy in abusing the helpless 
and molesting the rights of peo-
ple they consider unworthy.

Trump’s lieutenants are so 
drunk with power they believe 
that through their lies they can 
support bigotry, greed and cal-
lousness with impunity. But 
recent events have shown that 
America has had enough of this 
bad behavior and will not allow it 
to be normalized.

In confronting Trumpism, we 
can all take a lesson from Emile 
Zola, the French journalist who 
in a famous 1898 commentary 

titled “J’accuse” charged the 
French president and government 
with anti-Semitism because of a 
blatant case of injustice against 
a Jewish French military offi-
cer, Alfred Dreyfus. Dreyfus had 
been falsely accused and convict-
ed of treason due to anti-Semitic 
sentiment in France at the time.

Zola’s charge against the pres-
ident and government of France 
spoke truth to power so forceful-
ly that it started a groundswell of 
support for Dreyfus that led to his 
being released from prison and 
awarded a medal for having en-
dured martyrdom.

This tactic of “Naming and 
Shaming” also has been used for 
years by Human Rights Watch 
to confront dictators and human 
rights violators around the world 
with an aim towards forcing them 
to stop their bad behavior. Now 
it is time to employ this tactic at 
home.

We know who the bad actors 
are, and we know what they are 
doing to enable a maniacal, pow-
er hungry demagogue who poses 
a threat, not only to this country, 
but to the world. The Nuremberg 

Trials established the principle 
that individuals cannot escape the 
consequences of their actions by 
claiming that they were merely 
following orders, and Trump’s 
minions cannot escape responsi-
bility for their bad behavior by 
claiming they were only carrying 
out the president’s wishes.

Among some Democrats who 
consider themselves to be pro-
gressive, there is strong support 
for the tactic of naming and 
shaming when used against for-
eign dictators and their enablers. 
But they appear to value civility 
over justice and wring their hands 
over the lack of decorum when it 
is used against Trump’s enablers. 
These Democrats have turned on 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters 
of California and chided her for 
speaking truth to power when 
she called for all right-thinking 
Americans to confront Trump’s 
enablers whenever they show 
their faces in public.

Those of us old enough to re-
member the Civil Rights Move-
ment recall that Southern bigots 
and their enablers intoned in the 
1960s how demonstrators lacked 

civility and proposed proper de-
corum as the path to voting rights 
and equal justice when confront-
ed with fire hoses, vicious po-
lice dogs and bludgeoning night 
sticks.

Only after it became clear that 
civil disobedience would persist 
until the humanity of people of 
color was recognized that Amer-
ica’s political and cultural land-
scape began to change.

For anyone who has a love 
for humanity, White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Huckabee Sand-
ers and the rest of Trump’s hellish 
minions are not entitled to civil-
ity, regardless how many “white 
girl tears” they shed over being 
ejected from restaurants and oth-
er public places.

Shaming them is a tactic that 
works and should be continued, 
as it is quite possibly the way to 
bring America back to a sane path 
– the qualms of those who would 
abide tyranny for the sake of de-
corum notwithstanding.

Oscar H. Blayton is a former 
Marine Corps combat pilot and 
human rights activist who prac-
tices law in Virginia.

Creating a Justice System that Works for Everyone
Community 
supervisors play 
critical role
by erika preuitt

In my 25 years 
working in the criminal 
justice system, I have 
seen the widespread 
impact extended jail 
stays have on individ-
uals, families, and communities 
at-large – loss of employment 
and wages, disruption to families, 
and interruption to treatment and 
care for those who need it. What’s 
more, the misuse and overuse of 
jail perpetuates racial disparities 
and can turn jails into warehouses 
for people suffering from mental 
health and substance abuse is-
sues. Locking up people who pose 
limited or no risk to public safe-
ty comes at great cost with little 
benefit. This is not what jail was 
intended for. We can serve our 

whole community better.
Monica’s story is an example of 

the kind of success possible when 
we rethink how we use jails and 

direct resources to prov-
en alternatives. Monica 
spent years struggling 
with addiction and cy-
cling in and out of jail 
for drug-related of-
fenses. Her time in jail 
forced her to miss birth-
days, graduations, the 

birth of a grandchild, and other 
major life milestones. But today, 
she has been sober and out of jail 
for 16 years. She’s a proud busi-
ness-owner and dedicated years 
of her life to helping survivors of 
domestic violence.

Monica was determined to turn 
her life around, but she didn’t do 
it alone. We know that for many 
people like Monica who come in 
contact with the justice system, 
the critical catalysts for change 
are dedicated probation officers 
and service providers who are in 

unique positions to create lasting 
change in people’s lives. In Moni-
ca’s case, her probation/parole of-
ficer helped connect her with ad-
diction treatment, job training, and 
peer support services, and played 
the role of mentor and cheerleader 
for her long-term success.

In Multnomah County and 
across the country, communi-
ty supervision professionals are 
helping put people like Monica on 
better paths and break cycles of in-
carceration. We know community 
supervision can play an important 
role helping reduce rates of recid-
ivism and over-incarceration. In 
Multnomah County, in 2017 the 
Department of Community Jus-
tice reduced jail bed use by an 
average of 62 beds per day and 
maintained recidivism rates below 
the state average by engaging in 
deliberate jail reduction strategies. 
We also know that, as in Monica’s 
case, supervisors can be critical in 
connecting people with jail alter-
natives, such as treatment for sub-

stance abuse and mental health is-
sues that have long-term impacts.

One such alternative service is 
soon to open in Multnomah Coun-
ty. As part of the MacArthur Foun-
dation’s Safety and Justice Chal-
lenge, the county will soon open 
a new transitional housing facil-
ity for justice-involved women, 
with a particular focus on serving 
women of color.

The facility – named the Di-
ane Wade House after the much 
beloved probation/parole officer 
who helped hundreds of women in 
her community, including Monica 
– will provide transitional hous-
ing for justice-involved women 
referred by the Department of 
Community Justice who are in 
need of mental health stability and 
support, as well as cognitive-be-
havioral and culturally-respon-
sive curriculum day services for 
women from across the county. 
Programming will be Afrocentric, 
gender-specific, and trauma-in-
formed to reflect people’s lived 

experiences and help reduce ra-
cial and gender disparities in our 
current system. The new facility is 
part of the county’s overall goals 
to end jail overuse and misuse and 
reduce racial and ethnic dispari-
ties in our local justice system.

As jurisdictions like Mult-
nomah County continue the 
necessary work of local justice 
system reform, community su-
pervisors will continue to play 
important roles. This week is of-
ficially Pretrial, Probation, and 
Parole Supervision Week, a time 
to recognize the work these pro-
fessionals do impacting people’s 
lives, maintaining public safety, 
and creating a justice system that 
works for everyone. I encourage 
everyone to learn more about the 
work underway locally and across 
the country.

Erika Preuitt is deputy director 
of Multnomah County’s Depart-
ment of Community Justice’s and 
president of the American Proba-
tion and Parole Association.

Give Pot to Seniors
Recent news coverage has in-

dicated that there is an oversupply 
of pot. Well many of us seniors 
grew up smoking the stuff. It was 
and is the only way we can cope 
with our vicious economy and the 
never ending increase in the cost 

of living.
Some of us, like me, had to 

retire early because of drug test-
ing. Many of us are physically 
and mentally impaired due to the 
stress and strain of working in our 
free enterprise economy. We live 

near poverty.
Let seniors have the oversupply 

for free. We can no longer afford 
to live, and yes, we are addicted. 
Help us.

Bruce Badrick
Northeast Portland

opinionOpinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of  the Portland Observer. We  
welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.
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Classified/Bids

Platinum 
Fade Salon
Hair Stylist Wanted 

Call 

Sherman Jackson

503 284-2989

5050 NE 9th Unit A

Portland, Or 97211

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Seaside School District New Middle/High Schools

Seaside, Oregon
Bid Package: #3 - Façade and Roof

(Includes Metal Panels, Roofing, Masonry, Curtainwall & 
Storefront and Windows)

Pre-Bid Meeting: July 20th  10:00am
(Portland and Seaside locations)
Bids Due: July 31st 2:00pm
Bid Documents: www.hoffmancorp.com/subcontractors

805 SW Broadway, Suite 2100, Portland, OR 97205
Phone (503) 221-8811  •  Bid Fax (503) 221-8888

BIDS@hoffmancorp.com
Hoffman is an equal opportunity employer and requests sub-bids from 
all interested firms including disadvantaged, minority, women, disabled 
veterans and emerging small business enterprises

OR CCB#28417 / LIC HOFFMCC164NC

METRO – OREGON CONVENTION CENTER/ 
PORTLAND EXPO CENTER

EVENT DECORATOR SERVICES
RFQu 3534

Bid Date: August 23, 2018 at 2:00 PM Pacific Time
Metro, a metropolitan service district organized under the laws 
of the State of Oregon and the Metro Charter, located at 600 NE 
Grand Avenue, Portland, OR 97232-2736, is requesting qualifica-
tion submissions for Event Decorator Services for the Oregon Con-
vention Center (OCC) and Portland Expo Center (Expo).
Submissions are due no later than 2:00 PM Pacific Time, August 
23, 2018, in Metro’s business offices at 600 NE Grand Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97232-2736, Attention: Jon Deveaux, Procurement 
Analyst, RFQu 3534.  
The purpose of this RFQu is to qualify firms for the following services: 
Expo is looking for service providers that can periodically augment 
their in-house inventory of equipment, as well as provide equip-
ment and services that can convert and/or transform exhibit hall 
spaces [or other areas] to more of a ‘ballroom’ atmosphere and 
look, as may be requested by different clients and Expo produced 
events.
OCC is beginning a large renovation to the original side of the fa-
cility in August of 2018, with additional projects to follow in sub-
sequent years.  During these renovations, OCC may desire to use 
an Exhibit Hall as a Ballroom, soften the look of construction ac-
tivities in areas, or similar space transformations.  OCC does not 
intend to provide this as a service to clients, but as a mitigation 
of the construction activities or similar disruption to normal oper-
ations. 
Proposals can be viewed and downloaded from the Oregon Pro-
curement Information Network (ORP IN), at http://orpin.oregon.
gov/open.dll/.
Metro may accept or reject any or all bids, in whole or in part, or 
waive irregularities not affecting substantial rights if such action 
is deemed in the public interest.  
Metro extends equal opportunity to all persons and specifically en-
courages minority, women-owned and emerging small businesses 
to access and participate in this and all Metro projects, programs 
and services.  
Metro and its contractors will not discriminate against any per-
son(s), employee or applicant for employment based on race, col-
or, national origin, sex, sexual orientation,age, religion, disability, 
political affiliation or marital status.  Metro fully complies with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regu-
lations in all programs and activities.  For more information, or to 
obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, see www.oregonmetro.gov.

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

SUB BIDS REQUESTED
Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking 

Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility 
(PACR)

Low Voltage, Structured Cabling Trade Partner
JE Dunn Construction invites written and sealed proposals for 

qualified Trade Partners to provide Low Voltage, Structured 
Cabling work on the PACR project.

RFP Responses due 2:00pm PST August 3, 2018 
A pre-bid meeting will be located at the PDX Conference Center, 

7000 NE Airport Way, St. Helens B Conference Room, on July 
19, 2018 at 10:00 AM for answering any questions regarding 

the work on this Project.
Proposals may also be delivered by email to Mike Kettleson. 

Any Proposal received after the specified  
date and time will not be considered.

Please submit all questions in writing to mike.kettleson@jedunn.com

424 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR 97209 • (503) 784-5915
JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses. This 
is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, and 

Emerging Small Business participation.

ASST GC & CLIENT ASSISTANCE 
OFFICE ATTORNEY

The Oregon State Bar is looking 
for someone to respond to 
inquiries concerning the conduct 
of attorneys and determine 
appropriate initial disposition for 
those inquiries.
Please visit http://www.osbar.
org/osbcenter/openings.html 
for job details.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Advertise with diversity  
in  

The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 or email  
ads@portlandobserver.com

Subscribe!
503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions,  
PO Box 3137,  

Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months

$80.00 for 6 mo.
$125.00 for 1 year
(please include  
check with this 

subscription form)

Name:

Telephone:                  

Address:

or email subscriptions@
portlandobserver.com
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Vancouver NAACP Voter Drive
Elections matter. From school 

superintendent to sheriff to sen-
ator to president, our elected of-
ficials determine the quality and 
equality of our law enforcement, 
public education system, and so 
much more. But our representa-
tives can hardly be representative 
of our communities or tour needs 
if we do not do our civic duty.

The message about voting 
comes from the Vancouver branch 
of the NAACP which is inviting 
the community to join them on 
Saturday, July 21 for a voter reg-
istration drive, community meet-
ing and potluck. The event will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the Vancouver Housing Authority, 
2500 Main St.

A new effort to address breast 
cancer disparities in Portland’s 
African American community is 
led by Cindy Fletcher, director 
of programs for the Susan G. 
Komen Oregon and Southwest 
Washington foundation; Dr. 
Angela Owusu-Ansah, professor 
of doctoral studies at Concordia 
University; Bridget Jamieson, 
Komen’s community programs 
manager; D. Bora Harris, 
diversity consultant; and Kelvin 
Hall, doctoral candidate and 
community advocate.

Breast Cancer Disparities Study Begins
Community 
team leads 
Komen effort

In the United States, black 
women die more often and are of-
ten diagnosed younger with more 
aggressive forms of breast cancer 
than white women. The Susan G. 
Komen Oregon and Southwest 
Washington foundation is taking 
aim at reversing those unwanted 
trends.

As the first step in developing 
a multi-year initiative to address 
breast cancer disparities, Komen 
has partnered with a team of in-
dependent contractors who are 
actively involved with the Port-
land-metro area’s African Amer-
ican community. The project, 
funded in part by a grant Komen 
received from the OHSU Knight 
Cancer Institute Community 
Partnership Program, was to be 
outlined on Wednesday during a 
scheduled news conference at the 
Portland NAACP office.

The research team reflects the 
community for its diversity and 
includes Angela Owusu-Ansah, 
PhD, professor of doctoral studies 
at Concordia University in north-
east Portland; D. Bora Harris, 
MPA, diversity consultant; and 
Kelvin Hall, doctoral candidate 
and community advocate.

Data around demographics, 
breast cancer screening habits, and 
barriers to breast cancer screening 
and treatment will be collected as 
they look to inform Komen’s work 
in reducing breast cancer mortali-
ty in Portland’s African American 
community.

“The disparities are shocking.  
African American women, in the 
US, die from breast cancer nearly 
40 percent more than white wom-
en. We need to address this!” stat-
ed Andrew Asato, CEO of Susan 
G. Komen Oregon & SW Wash-
ington. “We’re looking forward to 
Dr. Owusu-Ansah and her team, 
whose incredible talents exactly 
fit our needs, collecting the data 
that will inform our future efforts, 
and helping us to create the com-
munity advisory group that will 
guide the formation of a multi-
year Komen African American 
Initiative.”

Dr. Owusu-Ansah commented, 
“We, as independent agents, are 
thrilled to work in tandem with 
Komen Oregon & SW Washing-
ton, to serve our community with 
warmth and humility. Reminded 
of our shared goals, we value the 
partnership and collaboration to-
wards a better and common future 
of dignity, respect, and lived lives.  
We believe we will rediscover the 
resilience, determination, energy, 
and infinite diversity of African 
American women. And together, 
we will initiate new approaches 
for progress and health, for hu-
manity as a whole.”

Ms. Harris added, “It is refresh-
ing to interact and participate in 
meaningful dialogue, where the 
outcome is beneficial to the com-
munity as a whole. In addition to 
health disparities within our un-
derserved and underrepresented 
communities, as African Ameri-
can women, we have historically 
been taught to ‘hush’ concerning 
many things. This tradition of 
silence may have negatively im-
pacted several phases of our qual-
ity of life in respect to our health.”

Mr. Hall shared, “Fighting can-
cer is my mission right now. This 
research and development project 
seeks to join a shared community, 
local and globally, to find a cure to 
support the defeat and elimination 
of this disease.”

Mr. Asato continued, “Thanks 
to the support of organizations 
like Legacy Health, we have a 
successful breast health education 
program in the faith-based com-
munity, called Worship in Pink. 
Now, it is time to move beyond 
education and do what we can to 
encourage action.”
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from India, said she’s excited to 
see her son interested in a field 
that not only helps him, through 
learning, but also could benefit 
a lot of people all over the globe 

A finalist for the title of “America’s Top Young Scientist,” Stoller Middle School student Rishab Jain 
credits other family members for getting him interested in scientific fields growing up.

Inspired by Science
continueD froM page 9 who suffer the disease. 

“That’s always something that 
we talked to kids [about]…do 
something that can impact com-
munity. And that’s what Rishab is 
probably trying to achieve. We’re 
very excited and proud of him,” 
she said. 

Besides trying to improve can-
cer treatment effectiveness, the 
young inventor is pretty much just 
a normal kid that enjoys playing 
with Rubick’s Cubes, swimming, 
reading, collecting Boy Scout 
merit badges, and going to sum-
mer camp.

He credits other family mem-
bers for getting him interested in 
scientific fields growing up. 

“I’ve always been inspired by 
my cousin and my brother ex-
ploring the medical field [a spinal 
surgeon and med student, respec-
tively]. And on the other hand, 
my father is a hardware engineer 
at Intel. I got to do a lot of pro-
gramming experiments with him, 

so that’s also really interesting. 
It’s really cool to see both of those 
fields come together, the engineer-
ing and medical fields,” Jain said.

He was also inspired by Steve 
Jobs, the former Apple CEO and 
computer innovator who died 
from pancreatic cancer in 2011 at 
the age of 56.

Over the summer, Jain will be 
working with another mentor, 3M 
scientist Dr. Döne Demirgöz, over 
Skype to further develop his tech-
nology before meeting her, and the 
other nine contestants, in real life 
in St. Paul, Minnesota in October 
where they’ll compete for the grand 
prize of $25,000 and the title of 
“America’s Top Young Scientist.”

When asked what he would do 
with the money should he win, 
Jain said: “I would definitely split 
up the money. I would spend a 
majority of it on my pancreatic 
cancer research and the rest of it 
I would probably keep...save it or 
keep it aside for college.”
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