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Sam Sachs, creator 
of the non-profit The 
No Hate Zone, has 
successfully pushed 
for local and state 
governments to adopt 
equitable hiring 
practices inspired by 
the Pittsburg Steelers’ 
“Rooney Rule,” which 
compelled NFL teams 
to interview at least 
one ethnic minority for 
leadership positions. 
Sachs most recently 
was successful in 
getting Multnomah 
County to adopt a 
version of the rule, 
called The Gladys 
McCoy Standard, 
named after the 
first elected African 

American woman 
to serve and later 
chair the Multnomah 
County Board of 
Commissioners.

‘No Hate Zone’ breaks bread and barriers

by Danny Peterson

The Portland Observer

Sam Sachs has been battling racism his entire life. 
By promoting equity and diversity through his work 

as a former Army veteran, football player, law enforce-
ment officer, and later as Human Rights Commissioner 
for the City of Portland, he’s made a name for himself. 

He’s spearheaded an effort for local and state govern-
ments in Oregon to adopt variations of an equitable 
hiring standard, for example, known as The Rooney 
Rule, in which at least one ethnic minority must be in-
terviewed for leadership roles. 

Sachs, who has a bachelor’s degree in Black Studies 
from Portland State University, was an intern for for-
mer state Sen. Avel Gordly, the first African-American 
woman to be elected to the Oregon State Senate, during 
her last term in the late 2000s.  He’s also helped in the 
effort to eliminate Native American Mascots in all Ore-
gon K-12 schools. 

Monthly dinners with members of law enforcement 
and people of color, aimed at improving community re-
lations, was also initiated by Sachs and Noho Marchesi, 
Sach’s friend and owner of Noho’s Hawaiian Café at 
4627 N.E. Fremont St. Marchesi provides the space and 
meals free of charge for the dinners. The restaurant dons 
Sachs’ No Hate Zone decal in its window, a signifier 
that the restaurant is a safe space for those escaping vi-
olence and discrimination from white supremacists and 
other hate groups.

Continued on Page 11

New Legacies and 

Allies in King’s Path

Safe Space Creator 
promotes diversity
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photo courtesy OHSU/Kristyna Wentz-Graff

Portland Community College President Mark Mitsui (from left), Portland State University President 
Rahmat Shoureshi, Oregon Health Sciences University President Danny Jacobs and Portland Mayor 
Ted Wheeler celebrate the start of construction of a new public health building to serve the city and 
its three education partners at Southwest Fourth and Montgomery.

Health, Education Partnership
Construction 
begins for health 
center at PSU

A new education and health 
center in the heart of Portland 
State University’s downtown 
campus saw its groundbreaking 
Friday with representatives of 
its four partnering organizations: 
Portland State University, Oregon 
Health and Sciences University, 
Portland Community College and 
the city of Portland.

The $104 million facility will 
be located at Southwest Fourth 

Avenue and Montgomery Street 
and house the OHSU-PSU School 
of Public Health. Plans call for 
175,000 square-feet of space 
across seven stories. The building 
will also house PSU’s College of 
Education; PCC’s dental hygiene, 
dental assistant and dental labora-
tory assistant programs; the city’s 
Bureau of Planning and Sustain-
ability; a dental clinic, mental 
health services, and ground-floor 
retail and restaurants.

 “This building will help to 
produce the state’s next gener-
ation of public health leaders,” 
said Dr. David Bangsberg, dean of 
the OHSU-PSU School of Public 

Health. He added that the center 
will focus on equipping individ-
uals with the ability to identify, 
confront, and combat some of the 
most vexing causes of health dis-
parities throughout Oregon, the 
Pacific Northwest, and beyond.

Speaking to the importance of 
the new community partnership, 
OHSU President Danny Jacobs,  
said the groundbreaking was about 
“much more than a new building.”

“It is about the people and pro-
grams that the building will house, 
so that we may address issues of 
social justice and community en-
gagement, as well as the health 
and well-being of those we serve.”

Census Citizen Question Rejected by Judge
A federal judge in New York Tuesday struck down the Trump admin-
istration’s plan to write a citizenship question into the 2020 census 
putting a freeze on a deeply contentious move that critics said would 
discourage non-citizens from participating in the Census. The Justice 
Department has said it needed better data on the voting age popula-
tion to help enforce the Voting Rights Act.

Costly Government Shutdown
The political cost of a nearly 
month-long government shut-
down is mounting as more than 
800,000 federal workers miss 
their paychecks and as a new 
nonpartisan poll shows that near-
ly 2 out of 3 American voters 
support reopening the government and do not back Trump’s hard-line 
demand of $5.7 billion for a border wall.

Multnomah County Jail Inmate Taken Hostage
An inmate was accused of grabbing another man in the downtown 
Portland jail Sunday afternoon and threatening to “snap his neck” 
if corrections deputies didn’t release him from custody. Two sher-
iff’s deputies were able to intervene by using force and placed him 
in handcuffs. One of the officers was treated for broken ribs and the 
other for a dislocated finger.

Son Accused of Stabbing Mother
Brian Toombs, a 28-year-old man with 
schizophrenia who has a history of marijuana 
and bath salt use was charged with stabbing 
his mother in Vancouver last week, police 
said. The attack left the 57-year-old woman 
with wounds on her head, neck and face - 
with at least two of the blows penetrating her 
brain, authorities said.

Montana Man Arrested for Threats on Portland Mayor 
A 39-year-old man was arrested last week accused of trying to extort 
money from Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler through an Instagram mes-
sage in October that contained a threat to harm the mayor’s property 
and home, according to a federal indictment. Kermit Tyler Poulson 
was arrested Tuesday in Missoula, Mont. 

North Greenly Bike Lane Fix Coming, City says
The Portland City Council last week approved a plan to build a pro-
tected two-way bike path on North Greeley Avenue along a dangerous 
corridor for bicycle riders between Interstate 5 and Swan Island. The 
city will seek bids for the $1.9 million project and hopes construction 
will begin this summer and finish four to six months later.

Retaurant Employee Steals $167,240
A former employee accused of stealing $167,240 from the LaCostita 
Restaurant in Troutdale received a one year and five month prison 
sentence Friday. Keeya Danielle Deshazo, 41, took cash that should 
have been deposited into the restaurant’s bank account and placed 
those funds in her own private bank account, authorities said.

The Week in Review
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Rigler Elementary School in northeast Portland has endured high teacher turn around 
rates, a pattern that takes a toll on efforts to reduce the achievement gap between white 
and African American students, according to a new audit of Portland Public Schools from 
Oregon’s Secretary of State Dennis Richardson.

Blistering Schools Audit
District hit on 
achievement 
gap, fiscal order

A new audit of Portland Pub-
lic Schools from Oregon’s Sec-
retary of State Dennis Rich-
ardson revealed a staggering 
achievement gap in the district 
where African American stu-
dents dramatically underper-
form their white counterparts, 
and where money is spent with 
little strategy or accountability.

The audit, released Jan. 9, 
determined there is a 53 per-
cent achievement gap between 
white and African-American 

students in Oregon’s largest 
school district versus the 29 
percent state achievement gap 
average.

A number of financial is-
sues were cited in the report, 
including an insufficient over-
sight of contracts. The audit 
also determined that teachers 
at high-poverty schools had 
an average of one month of 
absences per year, they had a 
high turn-over rate, and that 
hiring rules gave high-poverty 
schools fewer qualified teach-
ers to choose from than wealth-
ier schools.

The audit cited Rigler El-
ementary School, located at 
5401 N.E. Prescott St., which 

has endured four new princi-
pals in the last five years and 
had some of the lowest scores 
for state assessments.

Over the past four years, de-
spite overall third-grade read-
ing and writing test scores hav-
ing improved slightly across 
the district, academic results 
for African-American and eco-
nomically disadvantaged stu-
dents have fallen in that same 
period, the audit found. All of 
this, despite Portland Public 
Schools having more fund-
ing-per-student than any other 
district in the state.

State Sen. Jackie Winters, 

Continued on Page 16

Security Shoots Man Outside Bar
Marks second 
deadly incident 
in months

Authorities said a man died 
after being shot by a security 
guard outside a southeast Port-
land strip club early Tuesday 
after a confrontation erupted be-
tween two men and the security 

guard. The name of the victim 
was withheld pending notifica-
tion of his next of kin.

Portland Police Officers re-
sponded to the incident when 
a report of the disturbance and 
shooting at the Dream On Sa-
loon, located at 15920 S.E. 
Stark St., came in around 2:30 
a.m.

A 911 caller reported that a 
man had been shot by a private 

security guard. It happened af-
ter the two men had approached 
the security guard in the parking 
lot where a disturbance ensued, 
police said. 

The injured man was discov-
ered nearby after fleeing, police 
said. He was provided emer-
gency first aid and transported 
by ambulance to a hospital, but 

Continued on Page 18

Metro
page 31
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You’re invited
3 to 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb.20

photo by Charles Moore

Dr. Martin Luther Kling Jr. being arrested for “loitering” while present at a colleague’s court 
case in Montgomery, Ala. in 1958.

King on Civil Disobedience
Leader saw his arrests 
as last resort in the 
face of unjust laws

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the Baptist minis-
ter from Atlanta and best known spokesperson 
for the modern civil rights movement, success-
fully organized nonviolent protests and civil 
disobedience against Jim Crow laws that en-
forced segregation. His efforts helped achieve 
passage of the historic Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the 1965 Voting Rights Act. 

In his “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” one 
of the late civil rights leader’s most articulate 
justifications for nonviolent resistance to rac-
ism, he responds to a public statement of con-
cern and caution signed by eight white religious 
leaders of the South at the time.

It was in the immediate aftermath of a 1963 
campaign by the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, of which King was president, 
against segregation and economic injustice in 
Birmingham, Ala., and the resistance involved 
occupying public spaces with sit-ins, and open-
ly violating laws they considered unjust.

King was arrested early on in the campaign 
and from his cell composed the open letter.

King reaffirmed the fact that negotiation was 
the best means for progress on any matter, but 

clarified that civil disobedience was a last resort 
when those in power refuse to allow for discus-
sions aimed at reaching a mutual agreement in 
the face of unjust laws.

“Nonviolent direct action seeks to create 
such a crisis and establish such creative tension 
that a community that has consistently refused 
to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It 
seeks so to dramatize the issue that it can no 
longer be ignored,” he wrote.

King drew his philosophies from Christian 
theology and other nonviolent leaders through-
out history, like India’s Mahatma Ghandi, who 
had successfully led his country to indepen-
dence from British rule by employing civil dis-
obedience. 

The campaign in Birmingham was a success 
as Eugene Connor, the city’s police chief who 
authorized the use of high pressure water jets 
and police dogs against protestors, including 
children, lost his job and the signs designating 
segregation in local shops came down, open-
ing the door for blacks to be accepted in public 
spaces.

Nationally broadcast news footage of those 
protests also crystallized the civil rights move-
ment’s supporters, both for the whites who 
were shocked by the images and for black 
Americans. Today, King’s philosophies and ac-
tions have had a lasting influence on the work 
to advance civil rights.
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Sarah Loose (left) and Ron Werner look back on their experience of facilitating willing arrests of faith leaders during peace-
ful protests on behalf of immigrant asylum seekers. They’re part of Oregon’s Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice, an 
organization advocating for the rights of immigrants faced with family separation, detention and deportation. 

Arrested in the Fight for Civil Rights
Like King, 
immigration 
advocates 
use civil 
disobedience
by Danny Peterson

The Portland Observer

When 124 asylum seekers were 
detained in a federal prison in 
Sheridan last summer after being 
caught up in President Donald 
Trump’s zero tolerance immigra-
tion policy, civil rights groups, 
lawyers, activists, and faith lead-
ers took steps to help get all of 
them out of lockup and bring light 
to the issue. 

Interfaith Movement for Im-
migrant Justice, which convenes 
faith leaders of varying religions 
throughout Oregon, was one of 
the many grassroots organizations 
key to keeping the issue before the 
the public through vigils, march-
es, and support in solidarity with 
the asylum seekers, both at the Or-
egon prison, and the federal Immi-
grant and Customs Enforcement 
headquarters in Portland. 

All of the asylum seekers were 
men and a number of them had 
been separated from their children 
at the border. Most were applying 
for entry to the United States to es-
cape persecution or violence from 
more than 16 countries. They were 
denied access to attorneys and not 
allowed to practice their religion 
when they were first detained.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union Oregon filed an emergen-
cy lawsuit soon after the immi-
grants were detained in Sheridan 
to allow them access to lawyers, 
which a federal judge sided with.
Another non-profit civil rights 
group called Innovation Law Lab 
represented 80 of the detainees 
and helped them demonstrate that 
they fled their home countries due 
to a credible fear of prosecution 
and all 124 of the asylum seekers 
have since been released, as of late 
November.

For the leaders of the local In-
terfaith Movement, their involve-
ment is akin to the arrests Rev. 
Martin Luther King voluntarily 
faced in actions of civil disobe-
dience in the fight for civil rights. 
The local faith leaders were in-
spired to take on a similar course 
after one of its members hosted 
a living room meeting to discuss 
taking action.  It was last May 
when news first broke that the im-
migrants were being detained in 
Oregon. 

 “That began a process of both 
discernment and strategizing 
around what would be an effective 
strategy to get the men released 

but also to begin to dismantle this 
family separation apparatus that 
exists here in Oregon,” interfaith 
organizer and pastor Ron Wer-
ner of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church told the Portland Observ-
er.

Werner and the other justice ad-
vocates began by holding prayer 
vigils, protests and marches out-
side of the Sheridan prison. They 
were joined by at least two other 
immigrant rights groups in Ore-
gon, Unidos Bridging Community 
and the Rural Organizing Project. 

By July there was finally some 
progress. With the help of the In-
novation Law Lab, 80 of the asy-
lum seekers were determined to 
be legally eligible for release, but 
they continued being detained.  

The organization sent letters 
and made phone calls to Eliabeth 
Godfrey, the acting ICE field of-
fice director, but got no responses. 
That’s when the Interfaith Move-
ment  decided to escalate their 
approach by dispatching clergy 
members willing to risk arrest by 
engaging in civil disobedience.

 Such a tool was strategized 
early on, Rabbi Debra Kolodny of 
Portland’s UnShul said. 

Sarah Loose, also with the im-
migrant justice group said, “We 
knew that they were eligible for 
release and that it was Elizabeth 
Godfrey who had the sole pow-

Continued on Page 10
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April Johnson (left), the chief executive and founder of Youth Unlimited, a foster care agency that is focused on 
supporting foster youth of color, and Denzel Davis, one of the agency’s foster dads, pose in front of the agency 
headquarters in Gresham.

Agency focuses on 
culturally-specific 
care, services
by Danny Peterson

The Portland Observer

In response to African American 
children being overrepresented in Or-
egon’s child welfare system, a new 
foster care agency led by a black ex-
ecutive is working to close that gap by 
providing culturally specific foster care 
services and recruiting new foster par-
ents of color.

Incorporated in 2016, and licensed 
a year ago, Youth Unlimited, Inc. is 
working with some of the Portland 
black community’s most vulnerable 
kids, helping place black foster chil-
dren into the hands of highly qualified 
foster homes of color. 

The agency considers itself a “treat-
ment foster care” organization, where 
foster parents volunteer at least 10 
hours each week to teaching life skills 
to their foster children.

Many of the children come in with 
behavioral or health issues that need to 
be addressed, Youth Unlimited found-

New Lifeline for Foster Youth of Color

Continued on Page 15
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A historical photo shows Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church in 1961, meeting with the 
clergy from the church and its neighbors.

Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Pastor J.W. Matt Hennessee

Legacy Awards and Drum Major Service
Historic church 
to host MLK 
tributes

Portland’s Vancouver Ave-
nue First Baptist Church and 
its vibrant community will host 
its annual Drum Major cele-
brations in tribute to Dr. Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. on the 
weekend of the national hol-
iday honoring the civil rights 
icon.

The church will host its an-
nual MLK “Salute to Great-
ness” awards and scholarship 
luncheon on Saturday, Jan. 19 
from noon to2 p.m.at the New 
Song Community Church Fel-
lowship Hall at Northeast Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
and Russell Street; and then on 
Sunday, Jan. 20 it will host its 
annual “Empower the Dream” 
MLK service from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m.at the Vancouver Avenue’s 
historical sanctuary at 3138 N. 
Vancouver Ave.

The public is encouraged 
to attend both events. Dona-
tions of $25 will support future 

scholarships. But if one cannot 
afford the donation, it will not 
be a barrier to entry, organizers 
said.

 Mr. Lakayana Drury, social 
studies teacher at Rosemary 
Anderson High School and 
executive director of “Word is 
Bond” will deliver the keynote 
address at the Saturday awards 
and scholarship luncheon. 
Ambassador Attalah Shabazz, 
eldest daughter of Malcom X 
and Dr. Betty Shabazz, will 
be the keynote speaker for the 
MLK Sunday service.

Continued on Page 22
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The World Arts Foundation’s 34th consecutive Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Portland’s largest annual community 
celebration in honor of the late national civil rights leader, will take place on the MLK holiday, Monday, Jan. 21 from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at the Highland Center, 7600 N.E. Glisan St.

‘We’ve Come this Far’
Program 
set for 34th 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. tribute

World Arts Foundation, 
Inc. presents its 34th con-
secutive Tribute to Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., un-
doubtedly one of the great 
American heroes and world 
citizens, on the MLK Nation-
al Holiday, Monday, Jan. 21 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
Highland Center, 7600 N.E. 
Glisan St.

The 2019 tribute will in-
clude speakers, arts and mu-
sical tributes to local artists 
whose contributions have put 
Portland on the map and will 
last a lifetime. 

Portland’s Annual “Keep 
Alive the Dream” is recog-
nized regionally and national-
ly as one of the largest com-
munity-based celebrations in 
the U.S.  World Arts Foun-
dation, Inc. humbly offers to 
give voice to the heritage of 
ordinary citizens’ struggle 
for peace, social justice, civil 
rights and human dignity. 

The entire program will 
honor Martin Luther King Jr. 
by showcasing a variety of 
outstanding expressions in 
song, oration, dance and drum-
ming. Program format will in-
clude digital media, high defi-
nition tape-delayed broadcast 
and live artistic presentations 
commemorating King’s life 
and legacy. Program partic-
ipation will include an array 
of community speakers from 
various civic and social com-
munity organizations.  

The invited Guests will 
include a variety of talented 
local and regional perfor-
mances, including Bravo, The 
American Music Program, 
Sen. Lew Frederick, Kai-
rosPDX, Portland Inter-Faith 
Choir Ensemble, the Sebe 
Kan Jr. Dance Troupe, The 
Legendary Beyons, Jack & 
Jill of America, Inc., as well 
as local student groups and 
choirs from Portland Public 
Schools including the na-
tionally acclaimed Jefferson 
Dancers.

Lifetime Achievement 
Awards will recognize the 

contribution of individuals 
and organizations for exem-
plary community service. The 
2019 recipients include: 

Commissioner Dan Saltz-
man, Dr. Rosa Colquitt, Bill 
Deiz, Mary Harvey, Anee-
sah Furqan-Peace, Laverne 
Davis, Portland Observer 
Publisher Mark Washing-
ton, Angela Jenkins, Stefana 
Berceanu, Michael Sweeney, 
Bernard Brian Quinn, Luther 
Avery, Calvin Walker, and 
Jimmy “Bang Bang” Walker 
(posthumously).

A Victory Village and Mar-
ketplace compliments the full 
day of voices, music and pur-
pose with a full range of arts, 
crafts, services, educational 
materials, food, photographs, 
films, and a cultural-rich net-
work of arts and education 
advocates. 

“Keep Alive the Dream” 
will be live video streamed 
on YouTube, Facebook, aired 
live through Open Signal for-
mally Portland Community 
Media; KBOO-FM Radio 
(90.7 FM); Worldartsfounda-
tion.com and XRAY.FM

A $5 donation or five units 
of non-perishable foods will 
be collected at the door and 
given to local food banks.
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Rev. Michael Ellick (left), Rabbi Debra Kolodny, and Rev. Barbara Nixon were among the 
Oregon faith leaders who were willing to get arrested for a cause in a series of civil disobedi-
ence actions against the federal Immigrant and Customs Enforcement office in Portland.

Arrested in the Fight for Civil Rights

Continued from Page 5

er to be able to make that call.” 
Loose was a key organizer of the 
civil disobedience actions.

Kolodny, along with Rev. Mi-
chael Ellick and Rev. Barbara 
Nixon, would make up the first 
wave of faith leaders being arrest-
ed, starting Aug. 6, in what the 
group called the August of Action. 
The demonstrators went up to the 
door of the ICE Office on South-
west Macadam Avenue to deliver 
the letter, in person, to Godfrey. 
When there was no response, they 
linked arms with other demonstra-
tors and blocked cars from being 
able to come or go. They then sat 
on the ground.

Rev. Nixon, who serves First 
United Methodist Church in Cor-
vallis, had put her body on the 
line with her colleagues, despite 
significant joint problems. “I was 
quietly hoping that if they were 
going to arrest us, that it would 
happen sooner rather than later 
because it’s pretty tough sitting on 
the ground that way,” she recalled.

Within a matter of minutes, 
however, Homeland Security of-

ficers asked the faith leaders to 
leave. They refused, three times, 
and made it clear that they knew 
their actions were illegal. The 
three were put in handcuffs by 
federal police officers.

Reflecting on the use of such a 
public maneuver, Rev. Ellick, who 
previously lived in New York City 
for 18 years and was involved in 
the Occupy Wall Street protest in 
2011, admits that getting arrested 
for a cause is not always effective.

“Civil disobedience doesn’t al-
ways make sense as a tactic. It’s 
a popular thing to do. It’s edgy. 
But we were really clear with our-
selves this can’t be about cathar-
sis,” he said. “In this instance, we 
felt helpless, frustrated, outraged 
and hurt by the country. And we 
narrowed in on a tactic.”

Though Rev. Ellick, Rabbi 
Kolodny, and Rev. Nixon were de-
tained for less than two hours, and 
not brought into a jail cell during 
that time, the attention it brought 
to the issue was a success. 

“It was symbolic pressure,” 
Rev. Ellick said. “And in our mind 
it, worked.”

By the end of the month, 30 

faith leaders associated with the 
movement had been arrested--one 
of them twice. After the first couple 
of weeks of arrests, ICE starting to 
release the asylum seekers, but by 
the trickle. By the end of Novem-
ber, however, all 120 plus asylum 
seekers were out of the prison.

 Werner said it’s hard to predict 
what’s next for the faith leaders 
with today’s political climate. 

“We’re living in a time where a 
new policy could be handed down 
next month that’s even harsher 
or more inhumane, more unjust, 
than what we’re facing today. 
We’re finding great strength to 
keep pushing and to keep getting 
up and doing it even if next month 
might be harder,” he said.

Sarah Loose credited the 
group’s achievements to many 
organizations coming together, in-
cluding St. Michael & All Angels 
Episcopal Church in northeast 
Portland, which provides office 
space support, ACLU Oregon, In-
novation Law Lab, and others.

“We found our slice and went 
in there but the success of it as a 
whole was really because of that 
joint movement effort,” she said.

If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t 
run then walk, if you 
can’t walk then crawl, but 
whatever you do you have 
to keep moving forward.

--Martin Luther King, Jr.
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photo Courtesy Sam Sachs

Members of communities of color and members of the police community gather together to eat and have conversations at a “Breaking Bread, Breaking Barriers” event 
organized by Sam Sachs, a former law enforcement officer and former Portland Human Rights Commissioner. The meet up was held at “Noho’s Hawaiian Café, 5627 N.E. 
Fremont St., whose owner Noho Marchesia, a friend of Sach’s  provides free space and food for the monthy events.

‘No Hate Zone’ breaks bread and barriers

Continued on Page 13

Continued from Front would become a life-changing 
altercation. Everyone was yell-
ing something during the fight, 
Sachs said, but he couldn’t un-
derstand what they were saying.

After the fight, a buddy ex-
plained that the people were 
chanting a rather unflattering 
nickname, “psycho.” “You’re a 
psycho when you fight,” the friend 
told him. Something changed in 
Sachs when he heard that. 

“From that day on, I prom-
ised myself I would never use 
violence ever again. And I would 
never respond. It was an eye 
opener, it was an ‘aha’ moment, 
because I was like, ‘they think 
I’m crazy,’” Sachs recalled.

Rather than giving up in the 
fight against racism, though, 
Sachs would take up his battles 
through other, more effective, 
means.  

“I still deal with anti-Sem-
itism. But rather than use my 
fists, I use my mouth, my heart, 
my head to respond to people. 
It’s much, much more powerful 
than beating somebody up. Be-
cause you can beat somebody 
up, it doesn’t change them. They 
just probably hate you more or 
they’re more upset because they 
got beat up by a Jew, the very 
thing they despise,” Sachs said.

After college, Sachs went on 

Having grown up as a Jew-
ish kid in a predominately white 
Christian community at South 
Albany High School, Sachs said 
he received his fair share of ra-
cial epithets from other kids, who 
used the Star of David around 
Sachs’ neck as a target for hate 
and discrimination in the 1980s.  
At the time, the school’s mascot 
was the Rebels and its logo was 
the Confederate flag.

“I would be harassed. And 
people would call me ‘k-ke’ or 
‘h-be’ or a ‘f---ing Jew,’” Sachs, 
50, told the Portland Observer.

But being a well-built and 
skilled football player at the 
school meant when others picked 
a fight with Sachs, he fought 
back and usually won, he said. 

“I make no bones about it, I 
was a tough guy. And I would 
beat people up. And I got pretty 
good at it through junior high/
high school, the Army, college, 
probably until I was 26. I would 
use violence to respond to rac-
ism or anti-Semitism,” Sachs 
explained.

He clarified that the fights 
were always “mutual combat” 
and never seriously injured any-
one or sent them to the hospital. 

One night while he was attend-
ing and playing football at West-
ern Oregon University in Mon-
mouth, Sachs brawled in what 
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Cameron Whitten, the recently named permanent executive director of 
the Q Center, located at 4115 N Mississippi Ave., is taking his activism 
background to a new level, helping the non-profit’s mission of providing safe 
spaces, community building, and empowerment for those in the LGBTQ+ 
communities.

Advocacy Work Transforms Young Leader
Now 27, Whitten’s 
efforts addressing 
inequities grows
by Danny Peterson

The Portland Observer

Cameron Whitten’s advocacy work 
for marginalized communities in 
Portland has taken many forms over 
the years, from being an organizer of 
the Occupy Portland movement, to 
co-founding Portland’s Resistance in 
response to the election of President 
Donald Trump, to starting a non-profit 
to leverage community grounded ini-
tiatives to make justice and econom-
ic prosperity a lived experience for 
black, brown, and indigenous people 
in Oregon. 

Now, as the executive director of 
the Q Center, the largest LGBTQ+ 
center in the Pacific Northwest, he’s 
continuing that fight using a lens of 
intersectionality—a term that denotes 
the multiple identities that people 
hold, and the sometimes compound-
ing affects of oppression that go along 
with that, coined by black civil rights 
advocate and scholar Kimberle Cren-
shaw.

“Intersectionality affects me every 

day. Every day I know that somebody 
somewhere will look at me and either 
I will be not black enough, too black; 
not queer enough, too gay. I’ll be too 
loud, too quiet; too direct, not radical 
enough. And because of this I’ve been 
denied so many opportunities,” Whit-
ten told the Portland Observer.

Named the permanent executive di-
rector of the Q Center, located at 4115 
N Mississippi Ave., back in December 
by its board of directors, Whitten has 
already brought many successes to the 
organization since joining as interim 
executive director in July.

He has been credited with helping 
expand staff and volunteer opportuni-
ties at the center, partnered with the 
group’s development manager to raise 
more than $134,000 at their annual 
fundraiser, SHINE, and worked with 
the board to develop strategic plan-
ning documents and host regular town 
hall meetings, among many other ac-
complishments.

The Q Center, which has been 
around since 2003, provides safe 
spaces, resources, and advocacy for 
people “at the intersection of identi-
ties,” Whitten said. 

Originally from northern Virginia, 
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to work in law enforcement in various ca-
pacities from 1992 to until the late 2000s. 

During his stint in the police academy 
in 1996, Sachs was again discriminated 
against based on his religion and end-
ed up successfully suing Oregon Public 
Safety Academy for anti-Semitic com-
ments made during his training there as a 
corrections officer. That lawsuit spurred 
a state task force investigation that even-
tually determined there were systemic is-
sues in the academy. 

Working in law enforcement, Sachs 
said he did occasionally see discrimina-
tion from his colleagues against black 
and brown people, but emphasized the 
vast majority of officers he’d worked 
with were not overtly racist. Some 
weren’t racist at all, while others were 
uneducated about diversity and race re-
lations, he said.

Still, he’d seen colleagues racially pro-
filing people of color during traffic stops 
and even worked with a group of men 
that called themselves “The Brotherhood 
of the Strong,” who beat inmates up in 
county jails.

Having been on the receiving end of 
discrimination back at the police academy 
and having been a member of the honor 
guard for Multnomah County Sherriff’s 
office for two years, where he regularly 
attended the funerals of officers killed in 
the line of duty, Sachs said he has a foot 
in both worlds. Seeking to reconcile the 
fight against racism while also remem-
bering cops are human, too, is what led 
him to do the work he does today with 
the monthly dinners at Noho’s, which he 
calls Breaking Bread Breaking Barriers.

“[I] try to bring both groups together to 
get to understand and see each other in a bet-
ter light, in a more humane light. Because 
the reality is there are many more cops and 
community members that have much more 
in common than they think. Their priorities 
are the same, wanting a good way of life 
and to be compassionate and understand-
ing. But somewhere along the line, all of 
that has gotten lost. And it has to do with 
police brutality and the policing of black 
and brown communities. And police have 
to take ownership for that,” Sachs said.

He returned to the police academy in 
2008 as an instructor in diversity and 
during his stint as a Human Rights Com-
missioner for the city, he chaired the 
commission’s Community Police and 
Relations Committee.

Thanks to Sachs’ efforts, local and 
state government in Oregon have ad-
opted equitable hiring practices inspired 
by the Pittsburg Steelers’ Rooney Rule, 
named after former Steelers’ owner and 
former chairman of the league’s diversity 
committee, Dan Rooney, which compels 
the hiring entity to interview at least one 
ethnic minority for leadership positions.

That effort started in 2009 when Sachs 
successfully lobbied the Oregon State 
Legislature to pass House Bill 3118, 
which requires the interviewing of at least 
one qualified minority applicant when 
hiring a head coach or athletics director 

‘No Hate Zone’ breaks bread and barriers
at any Oregon state-funded University. A 
similar measure was adopted for the hir-
ing of city of Portland bureau directors, 
called the Charles Jordan Standard, and 
named after the City of Portland’s first 
African American Commissioner.

Most recently, in November, Sachs 
approached Multnomah County Com-
missioner Loretta Smith and successful-
ly lobbied the Board of Commissioners 
to adopt a version of the policy, called 
The Gladys McCoy Standard for hiring 
executive-level positions. It’s named af-
ter the pioneering politician who was the 
first elected African American woman to 

serve on, and later chair, the Multnomah 
County Board of Commissioners from 
the late 1970s to early 1990s.

Sachs also lobbied to eliminate the use 
of Native American Mascots in Oregon 
Schools, part of a larger effort original-
ly brought to the legislature by Native 
American activists in 2006. He was also 
involved in advocating for changing the 
mascot of his former South Albany High 
School, who had eliminated the Confed-
erate Flag from its logo 10 years ago, 
from the Rebels to the Redhawks.

Sachs said the change to the mascot 
was ultimately championed by the stu-

dents and staff of the school. He added 
since then he’d seen people transform 
their views on Confederate iconogra-
phy--from a source of school pride to 
understanding of the harm it may cause--
just as he had.

“When I scored the winning touch-
down against West Albany my junior 
year, we won 7-6. I ran around the field 
with a Confederate flag. And I had no 
idea what that flag meant to people, black 
people and brown people. But once I re-
alized what it meant, then I had the ob-
ligation to try and change it. Everyone 
does, just not everybody does it.”

For more information on Sam Sachs 
and his anti-discrimination efforts, visit 
thenohatezone.com.
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Jordan LeDoux accidentally signed up as coordinator if a protest was needed to defend Special Counsel Robert Mueller investigation of President Trump 
and Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential Election.  LeDoux had already been involved in political actions, but took it to a new level when he got 
the call last November in response to the resignation of Jeff Sessions and Trump’s appointment of Attorney General Matthew Whitaker.

The Accidental Organizer
Activist reflects on 
his role in protest
by Danny Peterson

The Portland Observer

Most of us have mistakenly 
clicked on an unwanted option 
while online shopping or doing 
other activities on the web, usu-
ally a minor inconvenience and 
easily corrected. But for Jordan 
LeDoux, a misplaced click sent 
him down the path to reluctant-
ly organizing the local chapter 
of a national protest in support 
of maintaining the integrity 
of a special counsel investiga-
tion into ties between Donald 
Trump’s 2016 presidential cam-
paign and Russia.

It all started when LeDoux, 
a computer programmer from 
Portland, signed up for the po-
litical group MoveOn’s rapid 
response tool.

LeDoux clicked on Tom Mc-
Call Waterfront Park in down-
town Portland on a digital map 
on the MoveOn website, think-
ing he was marking his location 

should a future protest be held in 
the Rose City, he told the Port-
land Observer. But rather than 
marking himself as a potential 
participant, LeDoux inadver-
tently signaled he was volun-
teering to organize and host the 
event should it be needed.

He said he didn’t really real-
ize what he had signed up un-
til a few months later, when he 
got “some emails about tips for 
organizers, things like that,” he 
said. 

“I looked at the thing that I 
created and realized that there 
were over 2,000 people signed 
up. And at that point I was like, 
well, I really have to do basic 
organizing,” LeDoux said.

Luckily “basic organizing” 
was part of his pedigree due to 
being a key figurehead in the 
Occupy Portland movement 
against economic inequality 



Page 15  January 16, 2019 Martin Luther King Jr.2019  special edition

photo by Danny Peterson/The Portland Observer

Assigning foster kids of color to quality foster families of color creates strong bonds, says 
parent Denzel Davis (left), a foster dad, and pictured with April Johnson, chief executive 
officer of Youth Unlimited, the Gresham foster agency that helped him become a foster 
parent and one that is dedicated to supporting youth of color.

New Lifeline for Foster Youth of Color
Continued from Page 6

er and chief executive officer 
April Johnson told the Portland 
Observer. 

The agency currently has 
five kids in their care, three 
for boys and two for girls. The 
five separate homes are located 
in Multnomah and Washing-
ton counties, but the agency 
is gearing up for an increased 
capacity and plans for a group 
home and shelter home. All of 
the foster parents are people of 
color, mostly black, and one 
Hispanic single mom. 

Last year, a landmark state 
audit on Oregon’s Child Wel-
fare department found a num-
ber of systemic issues with the 
foster care system, most nota-
bly a larger number of foster 
kids than there are foster par-
ents who can provide care. 

As a result, foster kids of-
ten end up experiencing longer 
stays at hotels than is consid-
ered normal and placement in 
out of state facilities. 83 kids 
in the system now live out 
of state, Johnson said, many 
of whom are kids of color, 
LGBTQ kids, and those with 
behavioral issues who are tra-
ditionally harder to place. 

In Oregon, 20 percent of the 
8,000 kids in foster care are 
kids of color, according to state 
child welfare data from 2013. 
African American and Native 
American children, in particu-
lar, are in foster care at higher 
rates than other children, the 
report stated. Though African 
American children make up 
just 3.3 percent of Oregon’s to-
tal child population, they make 
up 7 percent of the children 
served in foster care. 

Johnson was a former pro-
gram policy development 
specialist and later executive 
manager of the Oregon Health 
Authority. Her career has large-
ly ebbed and flowed between 
child welfare, substance abuse 
services, and behavioral health.

Johnson said problems in 
the child welfare system often 
result in a pipeline to a more 
disadvantaged life for the kids, 
with about 70 percent of folks 
in prison in Oregon having 
been in foster care, according 
to state prison data. 

“All these kids are being 
funneled through a system by 
no fault of their own,” she add-
ed.

One child who came under 

the care of Youth Unlimited 
could not even spell his own 
name, at the age of 12.

 “I sat there and cried,” John-
son said. Now, that child can 
spell his name.

One of the foster dads for 
Youth Unlimited, Denzel Da-
vis, met Johnson by chance. 
They got to chatting and soon 
Davis was enlisted.

The new foster parent em-
phasized the importance of 
having culturally-specific re-
sources to help children of col-
or succeed.

“I just feel like it’s a great 
way for them to know their 
culture, their traditions…so 
they can know who they truly 
are and their background…and 
where they come from,” Davis 
said.

The certification process for 
foster parents of the agency in-
volves multiple steps, includ-
ing attending information ses-
sions, applying to be a foster 
parent, passing a background 
check, attending 30 hours of 
foster parent training, and com-
pleting a home inspection. 

“What we have done is made 
sure that the families that we 
are recruiting are number one, 
high quality families, families 
who are responsible and pro-
ductive members in the com-
munity,” Johnson said. “You 
don’t have to be rich. You just 
have to be wealthy in how you 
live your life,” she added.

are provided, and 24/7 on call 
support for parents. 

The agency is also part of 
a state-supported foster agen-
cy collaborative, called Foster 
Plus, which includes 13 agen-
cies total.

Youth Unlimited is located 
in Gresham  in order to better 
connect with the many dis-
placed people of color from 
Portland that have moved there 
in the wake of gentrification in 
Portland, Johnson said. 

Though the staff and foster 
parents of Youth Unlimited to-
tal only about 20 people, John-
son has aspirations for opening 
a group home for youth with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, and a shelter home, 
as the agency expands.

Though Davis has only been 
a foster parent for only a year, 
he said it has already been a re-
warding experience.

“The joy that I get from see-
ing the kids, knowing that I 
contribute to their happiness, 
that’s really been a great part 
of being a foster dad,” he said.

More information about 
Youth Unlimited can be found 
by visiting yuioregon.net.

Once someone is accept-
ed as a foster parent, they re-
ceive support from the agency 
such as a $60 per day stipend 
for each child in their care for 

reimbursement of expenses. 
The agency also pays for two 
nights of respite per week, co-
ordinates birthday and back to 
school events where backpacks 
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The Albina Ministerial Alliance City-Wide 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Service

Theme: “Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos Or Community?”

Speaker: Chief Danielle Outlaw
Portland Police Bureau Chief

When: Sunday, January 20, 2019 at 4:00 P.M. 

Where: Maranatha Church 4222 NE 12th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97212 
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years prior.
MoveOn’s rapid response 

tool was designed to get trig-
gered if certain “red lines” were 
crossed, which included things 
like Mueller being fired or his in-
vestigation being fundamental-
ly compromised. Pre-planned, 
nationwide protests were de-
signed to take place within 24 
hours of the “triggering” event. 
Emails would immediately be 
sent out and MoveOn subscrib-
ers would be asked to join the 
demonstrations.

That “red line” was crossed 
in November with the ap-
pointment of acting Attorney 
General Matthew Whitaker in 
the wake of Jeff Sessions’ res-
ignation under pressure from 
Trump. Whitaker had been 
publicly critical of the Mueller 
investigation and refused to re-
cuse himself from the probe as 
Sessions did.

LeDoux received a text mes-
sage from the national organi-
zation informing him the rapid 
response tool was triggered and 
he worked to get the word out 
to people in the Portland area 
on the email list, asking them 
to show up to demonstrate the 
next day.

In the months prior, he had 
already reached out to City Hall, 
including Mayor Ted Wheeler 
and the City Commissioners, 
the Portland Police Department, 
and several elected officials to 
give them a heads up about the 
possibility of a demonstration, 
LeDoux said.

He set up plans with the city 
for protest locations, road clo-
sures and other ways to min-
imize any impacts on both 
TriMet and traffic. 

Thanks to that preparation, 
the protests went off without a 
hitch and nearly 1,000 people 
gathered at Tom McCall Water-
front Park the evening of Nov. 
8 calling on the Trump Admin-
istration not to interfere with 
Mueller’s abilities to carry out 
his investigation.

Oregon’s Democratic Sen-
ators Jeff Merkley and Ron 
Wyden, along with Rep. Earl 
Blumenauer and others, attend-
ed, speaking to the crowd that 
evening, also urging support for 
Meuller’s independence.

No one was injured and no 
violence occurred at the event, 
thanks in part to LeDoux’s in-
sistence during the planning 

The Accidental Organizer
stages that protesters not violate 
any local ordinances.

He said he wanted to make 
sure the protest remain abso-
lutely focused on protecting 
American democracy and the 
rule of law, and not about any-
one’s feelings toward local fig-
ures, the police, or so on. In a 
Reddit post, he told supporters 
if the protest happens, “It will 
be much bigger than that.”

LeDoux added that the nar-
row focus was also designed 
to cast a wider net of potential 
participants, from across the po-
litical spectrum.

“You can be extremely con-
servative and still be uncom-
fortable with the idea of the jus-
tice system being subverted,” he 
said. “Violating local ordinanc-
es would have been a distrac-
tion. It would have definitely 
generated a police response, but 
the local police and government 
weren’t the issue. All of that en-
ergy needed to remain focused 
on the Department of Justice 
and the Mueller investigation.”

The efforts were the latest in 
a long line of political activism 
by LeDoux, including working 
communications and social me-
dia during the Occupy Portland 
demonstrations and campaign-
ing for Bernie Sanders during 
his 2016 presidential campaign.

In 2007, he was an activist 
and supporter of Libertarian 
Presidential Candidate Ron 
Paul, helping create a website 
that drew donations that broke 
a single-day internet fund-rais-
ing record for the political can-
didate. Conceived to coincide 
with the anniversary of the Bos-
ton Tea Party, LeDoux said the 
effort would later be co-opted 
by establishment Republicans 
to form the “Tea Party” move-
ment in 2009.

By the time LeDoux joined 
the Occupy Portland move-
ment, which was at the time the 
largest Occupy encampment on 
the West Coast, the experience 
had transformed from a centrist 
Libertarian to a Socialist, he 
said.

For LeDeux, the greatest 
takeaway of his “accidental or-
ganizing” and the other experi-
ences he’s had in the battles for 
social justice was the realization 
that the actions or inactions of 
individuals can have a surpris-
ing and rippling impact on oth-
ers.

“I take away the importance 
of showing up,” he said.

R-Salem, a longtime black 
lawmaker and business leader 
who attended Portland Public 
Schools in her youth, said the 
increase in racial discrepancies 
was a “a demand for change.”

 “I believe if we address the 
lack of financial transparen-
cy and monitoring of school 
spending, we will begin to see 
increases in teacher retention 
rates and focus spending on 
what matters-the children’s ed-

Blistering Schools Audit
Continued from Page 3 ucation,” Winters said. 

One day before the audit 
came out, Portland Public 
Schools officials held a press 
conference preemptively criti-
cizing its findings, arguing the 
report’s analysis, which cap-
tured data from the 2017-18 
school year, did not reflect the 
progress the district has made 
in its systemic issues since the 
hiring of Superintendent Gua-
dalupe Guerrero in October 
2017.

The district, however, agreed 

with the audit recommenda-
tions.

 “We are addressing each 
and every concern raised in 
the audit,” district leaders said 
in a statement.

Guerrero told reporters it’s 
important to provide extra 
training, support, and pay to 
principals and teams of strong 
teachers at high-needs schools 
so they will stick around.

“This is going to take some 
work. But it’s work we’ve al-
ready embarked on,” he said. 
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Volunteers at the non-profit Rebuilding Center on North Mississippi Avenue honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his legacy 
by preparing materials for home repairs that are affordable for everyone. Sponsored by the United Way, nearly 2,000 
volunteer opportunities will be part of this weekend’s annual MLK Weekend of Service.

Powered by Legacy of Dr. King
MLK Weekend 
of Service 
mobilized

To honor Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and his legacy, Unit-
ed Way of the Columbia-Wil-
lamette and partners will be 
mobilizing nearly 2,000 vol-
unteer opportunities across 
73 community projects as 
part of the 12th annual MLK 
Weekend of Service.

From sprucing up libraries 
and school gardens to sorting 
books for kids to packaging 
donated food for families 
in need – MLK Weekend of 
Service offers countless op-
portunities for community 
members to give back and 
help build Dr. King’s vision 
throughout the Portland met-
ro region. 

The event runs from Fri-
day, Jan. 18 through Monday, 
Jan. 21 with volunteer proj-

Continued on Page 21



Page 18   January 16, 2019Martin Luther King Jr.2019  special edition

Authorities said a man was shot by a security guard outside the Dream On Saloon at 15920 
S.E. Stark St. early Tuesday and later died from his injuries. The shooting followed a distur-
bance involving two men and the security guard, police said.  (KOIN photo)

Continued from Page 3

Security Shoots Man Outside Bar
later died from his injuries. The 
second man also fled the scene, 
but was later arrested.

Police said the security guard is 
cooperating with police and there 
is no known risk to the public. 

The incident is the second 
deadly shooting that has oc-
curred at the strip club in three 
months. 

On Nov. 15 at Dream On 
Saloon, Portland police found 
a man on the sidewalk after 
responding to a report of gun-

fire around 2 a.m. Emergency 
medical responders determined 
26-year-old Edward Taylor was 
deceased.

Though there is no indication 
the two incidents are connected, 
the shooter in that case has not 
been identified.
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The Oregon Department of Transportation began in 1913 when the Oregon Legislature created the Oregon Highway Commission. Today, we 
develop programs related to Oregon’s system of highways, roads, bridges, railways, public transportation services, transportation safety 
programs, driver and vehicle licensing and motor carrier regulation. 
As an ODOT employee, you will have the opportunity every day to pursue our mission of providing a safe and reliable transportation system 
that connects Oregon’s people and communities, and helps our economy thrive. We are an award-winning organization more than 4,700 
employees strong. There are ways to support this mission in locations across our state. Bring your skills and develop new ones through a 
variety of opportunities from program and administrative support to engineering and highway maintenance. In any of these roles, you will 
make a difference to your fellow citizens.
All this work is guided by our core values of integrity, safety, equity, excellence and unity. These values have helped us achieve national 
recognition, and will guide you as you provide outstanding customer service to Oregonians and use innovative program design and 
technologies to solve transportation problems. With competitive pay, excellent benefits and unparalleled stability, working with ODOT will 
give you the ability to grow your career and achieve balance in your work and life. 
We invite members of all diverse communities to join our workforce as we endeavor to best serve Oregonians from every background. ODOT 
values diversity and inclusion because they are good for Oregon. We believe that by welcoming differences, encouraging new ideas and 
views, listening to and learning from each other, and providing opportunities for professional enrichment we are better able to serve those 
around us. 
Explore how you can change your direction at odotjobs.com.

photo by Danny Peterson/The Portland Observer

Portland Bureau of Transportation announced Tuesday that 
e-scooters are returning to the Rose City.

A Go-Ahead for 
E-Scooters 

E-scooters are returning to 
Portland in the spring and this 
time will be evaluated over a one 
year period, the Portland Bureau 
of Transportation announced 
Tuesday.

After a pilot program from late 
July to late November gave Port-
landers a taste of the motorized 
transportation devices available 
on the street for rent via a smart 
phone, a report released by PBOT 
Tuesday determined 62 percent of 
Portlanders view e-scooters posi-
tively, though some problems are 
yet to be resolved for what will be 
a year-long pilot program starting 
this spring.

“I remain concerned about the 
unlawful use of e-scooters on 
sidewalks and in city parks, and 

the impact of e-scooters on people 
with mobility challenges or vision 
impairment. We will continue to 
seek public input on how to best 
serve all Portlanders,” said Trans-
portation Commissioner Chloe 
Eudaly. 

Scooter safety risks were found 
to be relatively similar to other 
transportation methods, the re-
port said. About 5 percent of the 
estimated 3,220 total traffic crash 
injury visits to emergency rooms 
and urgent care centers were tied 
to scooters during the 120 day pi-
lot period—or less than half the 
amount of bicycle related injuries 
during that time.

Though an exact date has not 
been set for the e-scooters’ return 
over the coming months, PBOT 
plans to test new measures to im-
prove the use of e-scooters when 
the new one-year pilot period be-
gins.
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TWO LOCATIONS
3311 NE MLK Jr. Blvd, Portland OR 97212

503-206-3911  • Mon-Sat 9am-7pm • Closed Sunday

5408 NE M L King Blvd, Portland, OR 97211
503- 335-0271  • Mon-Sat 9am-7pm • Sunday Open 11am-5pm

Saluting Martin Luther King Jr.

Over 5,000 Hair Care & Nail Care Items

ects each day. The public ser-
vice tasks are seen an integral 
way United Way can promote 
its public service mission, in-
cluding reducing childhood 
poverty and advancing racial 
equity.

MLK Weekend of Service 
draws support from Regence 

Continued from Page 17

Powered by Legacy
BlueCross BlueShield of Ore-
gon and supported by Bank of 
America, Comcast, Daimler 
Trucks North America, Intel, 
JPMorgan Chase, Umpqua 
Bank, Dunn Carney, with spe-
cial thanks to U.S. Bank.

For a full list of volun-
teer activities throughout 
the weekend, visit united-
way-pdx.org/mlk.

Darkness cannot 
drive out darkness: 
Only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out 

hate: Only 
love can do 
that.

--Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays	 • Anniversaries
• Funerals	 • Weddings

State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

311 NE Killingsworth St, 
Portland, OR 97211
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

I would like to thank the community 
for putting their trust in me.

If you or someone you know needs a New or Used Vehicle  
Contact Ken Scott   

503-442-5089 (Direct)
55 NE Broadway, Portland, OR 97232

kscott@toyotaofportland.com

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

Stylist
Wanted

Continued from Page 8

The following communi-
ty leaders will be recognized: 
The Rev. W. Mark Knutson of 
Augustana Lutheran Church; 
Andrew and Hermann Colas, 
Colas Construction; Michael 
R. Booker Sr., the Miracles 
Recovery Club; musician and 
artist Michael Allen Harrison; 
Sam Sachs & Noho Marchesi 
of Breaking Bread/Breaking 
Barriers; the Native American 
Youth & Family Center; and 
educator and community activ-
ist Dr. Joyce Harris.

The following senior high 
school students will be hon-
ored and receive scholarships: 
Gigi Karimu of DeLaSalle 
North Catholic; Elijah Hudson 
of Helensview; Sarah Steele of 
Jefferson; Kenneth Kimmons 

Legacy Awards and 
Drum Major Service

of Rosemary Anderson; Tosa 
Kitungano of Roosevelt and 
Gavin Fortner of Second Home.

Shabazz, a lifetime ambas-
sador for peace as appointed 
by the Prime Minister of Belize 
will be making her first Port-
land appearance for the MLK  
service.  Mayor Wheeler and 
other public officials will give 
greetings as will inter-faith 
leaders. The Pacific Youth 
Choir under the direction of 
Mia Hall will perform.

Vancouver Avenue is one 
of Portland’s historic venues 
and the only church in Oregon 
where Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. addressed the “Beloved 
Community” in November 
1961 as part of his trip to the 
Pacific Northwest during the 
Civil Rights Movement.

When asked about the 

meaning of the church’s MLK 
events against the current so-
cial and political backdrop, 
Pastor J.W. Matt Hennessee, 
said, “In times like these, it is 
imperative that we gather as 
community to work together, 
celebrate together, and col-
laborate together to ensure a 
vibrant, inclusive, and con-
structive future. The spirit and 
legacy of Dr. King, Mrs. King, 
Mrs. Parks, President Mandela, 
Malcolm X and so many who 
came before us is what gives 
us encouragement and hope 
that we will overcome the dif-
ficulties, stresses, and strains of 
now and continue to build the 
‘Beloved Community.’” 

For tickets and more infor-
mation, call the church office 
at 503-282-9496 or visit vafb-
cpdx.org.

Darkness 
cannot drive 
out darkness: 
Only light can 
do that. Hate 
cannot drive 
out hate: 
Only love can 
do that.
--Martin 
Luther 
King, Jr.
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Whitten said he’s experienced 
struggle from a very young 
age, both in his home and in 
the form of systemic oppres-
sion.

“I’ve experienced what it’s 
like to be denied your basic 
humanity, your basic rights. 
And one thing that I just viv-
idly remember, ever since I 
could remember, was that I 
had nobody there to advocate 
for me. It took me a while but 
I realized I am an advocate, 
I could be my own advocate, 
and I could advocate for oth-
ers. And I’ve been doing that 
ever since,” Whitten recalled.

Searching for his place in 
the world, Whitten bought a 
Greyhound bus ticket from 
his home town in Virginia and 
headed west, back in 2009. 

“Portland just became my 
destiny,” he said.

A couple years after that, 
Whitten became involved with 
the Occupy Portland move-
ment, an offshoot of Occupy 
Wallstreet in Zuccotti Park, 
New York City, which brought 
international attention to the 
economic inequalities that 
plague the United States in re-
sponse to the 2008 economic 
recession.  

The Portland chapter of the 
movement became the largest 
encampment of its kind on the 
West Coast, drawing in an es-
timated 10,000 people at its 
launch on Oct. 6, 2011.

Whitten was there for the 
entire 39+ days that the pro-
testors occupied Chapman 
Square in downtown and other 
city parks. He said that experi-
ence, the first civil organizing 
work he’d ever done, embold-
ened him to be more coura-
geous in telling his own story 
and confidence in his abilities. 
And he’d sacrificed housing, 
going to school, and other re-
sponsibilities to participate.

“At this time I didn’t have 
a degree, didn’t have a driv-
er’s license, didn’t have a job. 
I was just some young, black, 
queer kid and thinking that I 
wasn’t worth much, I had no 
value. And Occupy was like 
‘no, you are human, you have 
value.’ And I’ve taken that and 
kept it going,” Whitten re-
membered.

In the year following the 
Occupy movement, Whitten 

photo by Danny Peterson/The Portland Observer

In addition to his role as executive director of the Q Center, Cameron Whitten, is behind the non-profit group Brown 
Hope, a social justice group geared toward lifting local African Americans up economically. Brown Hope has hosted 
regular community building meetings for people of color and has funneled donations made by white donors as economic 
reparations for the suffering black people have experience because of the history of racism in America.

Continued from Page 12

Advocacy Work Transforms Young Leader

staged a 55-day hunger strike 
in front of City Hall to bring 
attention to housing issues and 
even ran unsuccessful cam-
paigns for Mayor and Oregon 
State Treasurer, still in his ear-
ly 20s.

Now 27, his advocacy work 
has transformed quite a bit 
since then, moving toward 
more sophisticated, long-term 
strategies, to address inequi-
ties.

“It’s interesting to have 
come from a background of 
direct action and anti-estab-
lishment politics and now 
I’m at a place where I work 
at a desk every day. And I’m 
schmoozing with the Mayor or 
major donors or real estate de-
velopers. So the work does not 
seem the same to me at all. But 
I do feel I have the opportuni-
ties to take the learning that I 
had and that paradigm and to 
find ways to really just shift 
the structures that I could op-
erate in,” Whitten said. “I re-
ally want to build a movement 
and not so much be a part of a 
movement,” he added.

In addition to working at the 
Q Center, Whitten is the found-
er of Brown Hope, founded 
last year, and focuses on so-
cial justice issues. The organi-
zation has two main programs: 
one is an on-going event for 
black, brown, and indigenous 
community members to come 

together and build community, 
discuss, and take action on lo-
cal political issues and receive 

“reparations” in the form of 
donations from white donors; 
another is Blackstreet Bakery, 

which is an economic devel-
opment program for black 
people in plant-based baking. 
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Albina Ministerial Alliance

Beneficial State Bank

Care Oregon

City of portland Procurement

City of portland-FIF

Constructing Hope

Dwell Realty

Home Forward

Marcella Tancreti

Metro Procurement

Mid-K Beauty Supply

The Portland Observer
Thanks all the supporters of our Martin Luther King Jr. Special Edition

Multnomah Athletic Foundation

Music Millennium

N/NE Community Health Center

Pacific NW Carpenters 

NW Natural 

ODOT

Oregon Lottery

Oregon Synphony

Oregon Zoo 

Oregon State University

Pacific Power

Portland Community College

PCRI

Portland State University

Portland Public Schools

Prosper Portland

Sunlan Lighting

Transition Projects 

Trillium Charter School 

Vancouver Ave. First Baptist 

Volunteers of America Oregon

Alberta Street Market

We must come to see 
that the end we seek is 
a society at peace with 
itself, a society that can 
live with its conscience.

--Martin Luther King, Jr.
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King County Councilor Larry Gossett will be the keynote speaker for The Skanner 
Foundation’s 33rd annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast on Monday, Jan. 21.

Speaker for 
MLK Breakfast

The keynote speaker for The 
Skanner Foundation’s 33rd an-
nual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Breakfast will be King Coun-
ty Councilor Larry Gossett. 
The session will take place 
on Monday, Jan. 21 from 8:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the Red 
Lion at Jantzen Beach.

“We thought it would be 
good for him to come down 
here and talk about some of the 
economic advantages of what 
the county has to offer; he was 
county chair,” said Bernie Fos-
ter, publisher of The Skanner 
News.

A native of Seattle, Gossett 
helped found the Black Stu-
dent Union on the University of 
Washington campus and helped 
organize nearly a dozen BSU 
groups in high schools and mid-
dle schools throughout Seattle.

He’s credited with starting a 
minority recruitment program 
at the UW and is the former 
executive director of one of 
the oldest and largest commu-
nity action agencies in Seattle. 
In 2007 Gossett became just 
the second African American 
elected to be chair of the King 
County Council.

Intelligence 
plus character--
that is the goal of 
true education.
                 --Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Lighting designed to replace real sunshine is used to fight 
seasonal depression that can come with the sunless, cloudy, and 
raining days of winter.

Winter Sun and our Home Lights
by Kay Newell

The Light Bulb Lady 
We are spending our time in 

rainy and cloudy Oregon. Outside, 
a blanket of clouds hide the sun, 
shifting and muting the colors of 
light that reach us. The greying of 
the sunlight tells our bodies that 
we should eat more carbs, sleep 
more and slow down.  Society, 
however, requires us to maintain 
the same hours as summer and ex-
pects us to enjoy the same activi-
ties. Our bodies and minds say no-
o-o. We call this S.A.D.; Seasonal 
Depression Disorder.  

During the days of sunshine, 
the light of the sun clues our body 
to morning and evening activities. 
The clouds of winter hide the sub-
tle color shifts from the sun that 
tell us the time of day. We use this 
light to compare the Kelvins of 
light bulbs. 

Light created by humans light 
up our homes and businesses 
enough to see but it does not have 
the same color shifts to replace 
the messages of the sunlight. By 
selecting bulbs with comparable 
light colors or Kelvins to the sun 
for our activities, we can help our 
bodies feel like we are experienc-
ing a bit of the sun’s colors. The 

key to using light bulbs to replace 
sunshine has two very important 
elements. The color Kelvin to 
match the time of day or night you 
want to replace and how close the 
light is to real sunshine. [CRI-Col-
or Rendering Index.]  

With few exceptions, fluores-
cent bulbs are 82 percent of nat-
ural light. Halogen and Zenon 
lights are 98 to 100 percent of 

morning sunshine, excellent light.  
LED bulbs range from 70 percent 
to 90 percent of sunshine. To get  
to the 90 percent range, select a 
bulb with the Kelvin number 927, 
930, 941, 950 or 965 in the code. 
See the box to find the code. 

Visit me at Sunlan Lighting, 
3951 N. Mississippi Ave., for light 
bulbs and lamps to light up your 
world.

Keep Alive The Dream
Monday, January 21, 2019; 11AM-6PM

Highland UCC, 7600 NE St., Portland OR 97213

A Production of World Arts Foundation, Inc.
A Non-Profit Organization

www.worldartsfoundation.org
“Working hard, at the intersection 

of Arts and Education”

SPONSORS: Portland Public Schools, Portland Association of Teachers, Oregon 
Education Association, Intel Corporation, Enterprise Holdings, Portland General 
Electric, Trimet, City of Portland, Concordia University, Portland NAACP, KBOO Radio 
(90.7 FM), XRAY (107.1 FM), Open Signal, State Farm (Cedric R. Berry Agency)



Page 27  January 16, 2019 Martin Luther King Jr.2019  special edition

Calendar

January2019
SUNDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

New Year’s Day
Ellis Island Opened, 
1892

Isaac Asimov born 
1920 (Writer, scien-
tist, astronomer)

Festival Of Sleep Day
J.R.R. Tolkien born, 
1892

Trivia Day
Isaac Newton born, 
1643

Jakob Grimm born, 
1785

First Woman Gov. 
Inaugurated, 1925

George Washington 
Carver, Day

National Bird Day

Bean Day
Epiphany (Christian 
Holiday)

Sherlock Holmes 
born, 1854

First U.S. Presiden-
tial Election held, 
1789

Old Rock Day

Elvis Presley born, 
1935

Make Your Dreams 
Come True Day

National Apricot Day
National Static Elec-
tricity Day

First Meeting of Unit-
ed Nations General 
Assembly in London, 
1946

Milk Day
Amelia Earhart 
flew across Pacific 
Ocean, 1935

Work Harder Day
Author Jack London 
born, 1876

Secret Pal Day
Poetry Break Day

National Dress Up 
Your Pet Day

The Revolutionary 
War ended, 1784

First Super Bowl 
Played, 1967

Hat Day The first top 
hat was worn, 1797

Prohibition began in 
1920

National Nothing 
Day

Muhammad Ali 
(Cassius Clay) born, 
1942

Benjamin Franklin 
born, 1706

Marks the beginning 
of the Lewis & 
Clark Bicentennial

Artist Paul Cezanne 
born, 1839

Popcorn Day

Inauguration Day 
(Every 4 years: 
2013, 2017, 2021)

Cheese Day

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 
(Born in 1929)

National Hugging 
Day

National Blonde 
Brownie Day

Measure Your Feet 
Day

National Handwriting 
Day

National Pie Day

Gold Discovered in 
California At Sutter’s 
Mill, 1848

Opposite Day
First Winter Olympics 
held, 1924

Australia Day (first 
settled, 1788)

National Geographic 
Society Founded, 
1888

Jackson Pollock born, 
1912 (Artist)

National Kazoo Day

Baseball Hall of Fame 
established (1936)

National Puzzle Day

Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt born, 1882 
(23rd President)

Backwards Day
Jackie Robinson born, 
1919 (Baseball 
Great)
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Opinion Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of  the Portland Observer. We  
welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

Not One Network Should Have Aired Speech
It was a platform 
to misinform 
and spread hate
by Peter Certo 

Way back in 
2014 — a cen-
tury ago, it feels 
like — President 
Barack Obama 
requested time 
on major net-
works for an Oval Office address 
on immigration reform.

Fearing the subject was too 
“political,” the broadcast net-
works declined, plying viewers 
instead with The Big Bang Theory 
and Bones. Few Americans saw 
the speech. Immigration reform 
withered on the vines, which were 
then burned to the ground in the 
next election.

Flash forward to Jan. 8, 2019. 
At 8:31 a.m., President Trump 

tweeted — again — that the “Fake 
News Media” was “truly the Ene-
my of the People.” Hours later, at 
1:44 p.m., he announced that he 
was going to give a speech on the 
“National Security crisis on our 

Southern Border.” 
By 9 p.m. the next night, all 

major networks, derided only the 
day before as “the real Opposition 
Party,” were carrying the speech. 

How Obama’s address was “too 
political” for Big Bang Theory 
night but this one — in the mid-
dle of a government shutdown of 
the president’s own creation — 
wasn’t is beyond me. 

Much worse than the inconsis-
tency, however, is that networks 
aired the obviously political 

speech knowing perfectly well it 
would be chock full of lies. As of 
last October, The Washington Post 
counted, Trump was telling 30 lies 
a day, especially about immigrants.

And so it was. The first lie in 
Trump’s Oval Office address on 

the need for a border wall, The 
Post noted, “came in the first 
sentence,” and the lies continued 
“over the course of his nine-min-
ute speech.” 

The president complained 
about “a security crisis at the 
southern border,” even though 
undocumented crossings are at a 
20-year low.

 He warned darkly that immi-
grants were shedding “American 
blood,” even though immigrants 
commit crimes at far lower rates 

than native-born Americans. 
He seemed unaware that most 

drugs come through legal ports of 
entry, or that most unauthorized 
arrivals overstay their visas, rather 
than sneaking across the border. A 
wall would help… how, exactly?

The only crisis at the border is 
a humanitarian one of the admin-
istration’s making. 

Fully 57 percent of people ap-
prehended at the border are fam-
ilies and children, most fleeing 
violence and poverty and trying to 
(legally!) seek asylum. Trump has 
greeted them with tear gas, vio-
lence, and cages, and blamed des-
perate parents when their children 
die in his custody. 

But facts are beside the point. 
The point is systematic disin-

formation, to the point that facts 
mean nothing. And besides state 
violence, The Nation’s George 
Zornick notes, this kind of climate 
encourages all manner of private 
violence.

The man who killed 11 Jews 

in Pittsburgh cited the congrega-
tion’s work settling refugees as 
a motive. Around the same time, 
three men in Kansas were arrested 
for plotting to murder Somali im-
migrants before the election. 

Hate crimes have increased for 
three years straight, the FBI notes 
— continuously since the Trump 
campaign.

Mainstream media outlets can 
fact check false claims all they 
want — that’s their job. But if 
they’re giving a free platform 
to those lies in the first place — 
across every network! — then 
Trump may have a point that 
they’re not acting in the best inter-
est of the people.

The president is going to de-
monize the media no matter what 
they do. So what do they have to 
lose by doing the right thing? That 
means not airing one second of lies 
calculated to misinform, spread 
hate, and justify violence against 
desperate families. For once, air-
ing Big Bang Theory reruns would 
have been a public service.

Peter Certo is the editorial 
manager of the Institute for Policy 
Studies and the editor of Other-
Words.org.

Changing Your Behavior Comes From Inside Out
Set goals you 
can see through 
to the end
by Joseph Ellick 
Jr. 

Every New Year, 
people tend to reeval-
uate their past year 
and come to the con-
clusion to reinvent 
themselves completely and that 
makes it difficult to not only set 
realistic resolutions and goals but 
makes it even harder to keep them.

Don’t set yourself up for failure 
this year by vowing to make huge 
changes that will be hard to keep. 
Instead, follow these steps for 
successfully making a new year’s 
resolution and goals you can see 
through until the end.  

An abundant amount of people 
try to change their entire lifestyle 
or life at once. It will never work. 
Instead ask yourself, what is the 
one habit or goal that is most im-
portant to you? After you identify 
your top resolution, continue to 
list in order of importance then at-
tack them one at a time.

Make each goal something 

concrete so you know exactly 
what change you’re planning to 
make. If you’re successful with 
the first change, you can go ahead 

and make another change, 
as time permits itself. By 
making small changes one 
at a time, you still have the 
chance to be a whole new 
you at the end of the year 
and it’s a much more realis-
tic way of doing it.

Generalizing or being 

vague about what you want to 
do leaves room for procrastina-
tion and confusion at times. You 
have to be precise in your action 
to properly plan and map out 
your strategy. If you want to lose 
weight, target a precise number of 
pounds to shed, then set concrete 
mini-goals and the dates on which 

you aim to accomplish each of 
them. 

Want to save money? Deter-
mine the amount you will put 
aside each month and identify ex-
plicit changes in behavior you’ll 
make to get there, whether that 
means skipping your afternoon 
latte or carpooling to work to save 
on fuel costs. Want to be more or-
ganized? Single out what area you 
would like to be more organized, 
whether its home, job, or extracur-

ricular hobbies. 
Be mentally tough. Not every 

day is going to be easy, the sec-
ond you wake up the battle begins 
against your old habits. Knowing 
this ahead of time will prepare you 
for when you are tempted to break 
your resolution. Have the pow-
er to keep moving towards your 

goal, no matter what setbacks may 
occur. There is a saying that states 
“When the going gets tough, get 
tougher,” and that is exactly what 
you have to do.

Don’t rely on willpower alone 
to help you change, because even 
the strongest person you know 
have their days. Instead, build in 
a healthy behavior that’s incom-
patible with the one you want to 
change. So if eating your usu-
al midafternoon treat runs con-

trary to your goal of dropping a 
few pounds, put together a small 
like-minded group and commit to 
taking a quick, brisk walk at your 
normal snack time. Or if you want 
to dedicate more time to write that 
book you’ve been wanting to start 
for years during the normal time 
you watch television, take out 

your notebook and jot down ideas. 
Eventually you will turn the T.V. 
off completely and have that nov-
el half way done.  Each time you 
put the brakes on “bad” behavior, 
you’ll increase your confidence in 
your ability to make the change.

No one but you can make your 
resolution come true or last in 
your favor.  Choose not to let mis-
takes derail you, take a day off ev-
ery once in a while, power through 
the tough times, and drive toward 
your end result. Already having a 
winning mindset goes a long way. 
When you make the decision to 
succeed, you leave no room to fail.

Keeping track of a resolution 
all year long can be difficult, but 
only if you let it. Over the years 
you may have already made dras-
tic changes in life that could help 
cultivate your goals for 2019. The 
important thing is to remember 
that successfully changing your 
behavior comes from the inside 
out. Accept that it will take small 
steps in the right direction to reach 
a positive outcome.  

Joseph Ellick Jr. is a newsroom 
editor and national news corre-
spondent for the media firm Black 
PR Wire. He is a graduate of Flor-
ida Memorial University.

The president complained about “a security crisis at 
the southern border,” even though undocumented crossings 
are at a 20-year low. He warned darkly that immigrants 
were shedding “American blood,” even though immigrants 
commit crimes at far lower rates than native-born 
Americans.

Want to save money? Determine the amount you will put 
aside each month and identify explicit changes in behavior you’ll 
make to get there, whether that means skipping your afternoon 
latte or carpooling to work to save on fuel costs. Want to be 
more organized? Single out what area you would like to be more 
organized, whether its home, job, or extracurricular hobbies. 
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Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

MCS Still in 
Business

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area  
and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 

Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning
Regular Area Rugs

$25.00 Minimum
Wool Oriental Rugs

$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

An Assault on Anti-Discrimination Protections
We are prepared 
to fight these 
efforts
by Ivan Espinoza-Madrigal

As part of 
its ongoing 
rollback of civ-
il rights pro-
tections, the 
Trump Admin-
istration is di-
recting Justice 
Department officials to look for 
ways to eliminate one of the most 
potent tools of civil rights advoca-
cy: the disparate impact doctrine.

Lawyers for Civil Rights con-
demns this action, which would 
dramatically undermine anti-dis-
crimination efforts in numerous 
areas, including transportation, 
housing, and education.

Under disparate impact analy-
sis, an aggrieved individual may 
challenge practices of an employ-
er, landlord, school, or other actor 
that have an unjustified dispropor-
tionate impact on a protected class 
without having to prove discrimi-
natory intent. This is an important 
vehicle to challenge practices that, 
while not facially discriminatory, 
predictably and inevitably deny 

equal opportunities to people of 
color.

Lawyers for Civil Rights and 
other racial justice advocacy 
groups have long employed the 
doctrine to advance the funda-
mental goals of our longstanding 
federal civil rights laws. It has 
allowed challenges to practices 
ranging from the provision of sub-
prime loans to Latinx and Black 
borrowers—while white borrow-
ers were granted prime loans—to 
disaster relief practices that dis-
proportionately harmed black 
homeowners trying rebuild their 
homes in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Katrina. 

Under the Trump Administra-
tion, the federal government has 
consistently sought to undermine 
civil rights and legal protections 
for everyone from transgender 
workers to voters of color. The 
proposed elimination of disparate 
impact regulations will deepen 
this erosion by making it more dif-
ficult for people of color to chal-
lenge systemic barriers to equal 
housing, public transportation, 
and education. 

Lawyers for Civil Rights will 
not allow these rollbacks to go 
unchallenged. We have advocat-
ed against the U.S. Department 
of Education’s attempts to under-

mine guidance created to ensure 
that schoolchildren of color are 
not disproportionately disciplined. 
We have submitted extensive 
comments to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment urging the retention of its 
disparate impact rule. 

We are prepared to fight these 

efforts—in federal court if neces-
sary—so that we can continue our 
life-changing advocacy to protect 
the rights of communities of color 
and ensure that they are accorded 
dignity and equality under the law. 

Iván Espinoza-Madrigal, Esq. 
is executive director of Lawyers 
for Civil Rights.
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&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

971-570-8214

Judge Torres -- Milagro Theater presents “Judge Torres,” 
based on the true story of Xiomara Torres, a woman who 
rose from undocumented immigrant, child abuse victim and 
product of the foster care system to an esteemed judge in 
Multnomah County.  Opens with preview on Thursday, Jan. 
10 and continues with shows through Saturday, Jan. 19 at 
Milagro Theatre, 525 S.E. Stark St. For tickets, call the box 
office at 503-236-7253 or visit milagro.org.

Dial M for Murder -- Lake-
wood Theatre Company pres-
ents “Dial M for Murder,” a 
bone-chilling thriller about a 
marriage gone wrong. Now 
playing through Feb. 10 at 
Lakewood Center for the Arts 
in Lake Oswego. For tickets 
and more information. call the 
box office at 503-635-3901 or visit lakewood-center.org.

Life under Nazi Rule -- The Portland Art Museum and Or-

Sense & Sensibility -- Danea 
C. Osseni (The Color Purple) 
returns to Portland Center Stage 
as Elinor Dashwood in Sense & 
Sensibility. Bursting with hu-
mor and bold theatricality, the 
classic romantic comedy opens 
on Friday, Jan. 18 with shows 
continuing through Feb. 10. 
Tickets can be purchased by 
calling the box office at 503-
445-3700 or visiting t pcs.org.

The Discovery of King Tut -- A compelling reproduction 
of the burial treasure from King Tut’s tomb, discovered 95 
years ago in the Egyptian Valley of the Kings, is presented 
in the traveling exhibit ‘The Discovery of King Tut,’ now 
showing through Jan. 27 at OMSI. For tickets and more in-
formation, visit omsi.edu or call the box office at 503-797-
4000.

egon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education 
jointly present two exhibitions this fall and winter featuring 
photographs by the late Polish-Jewish photojournalist Hen-
ry Ross offering an extraordinary rare glimpse of life under 
Nazi rule. Both facilities are offering offer a full slate of 
exhibit-related programming.

Norman Sylvester Band -- “Boogie Cat” Norman Sylvester 
plays Friday, Jan.18 at the Vinyl Tap; Saturday, Jan. 19 at the 
Rogue Pub in North Plains; and Friday, Jan. 25 at Clyde’s.

New Chinatown Museum -- “Made in Chinatown, USA: 
Portland,” a photo exhibit capturing the cultural pride of 
Portland’s Asian community marks the opening of a new 
Portland Chinatown Museum at 127 N.W. Third Ave. Ad-
missions is a suggested $5 and free on First Thursdays from 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Zoo for All -- The Oregon Zoo has launched “Zoo for All,” 
a discount program that provides $5 admission for low in-
come individuals and families. Visitors may purchase up to 
six of the $5 tickets by brining a photo ID and documenta-
tion showing they participate in low income service, like 
the Oregon Trial Card, Medicaid, Section 8, Temporary As-
sistance for Needy Families, and Head Start.

Discount Tickets -- Low income families and individuals 
can purchase $5 tickets to classical musical performances 
in Portland as part of a unique program called Music for 
All. Participating organizations include the Oregon Sym-
phony, Portland Opera, Oregon Ballet Theater, Chamber 
Music Northwest, Portland Youth Philharmonic, Portland 
Baroque Orchestra, Friends of Chamber Music, Portland 
Chamber Orchestra, Portland Piano International, Portland 
Symphonic Choir, Cappella Romana and Portland Vocal 
Consort. 

Body of  Knowledge
bodywork/massage

Marcella Tancreti
L.M.T. / P.T. Aide

Lic # 7363

503.333.4993
037 SW Hamilton St. #4

cellatancreti@gmail.com
www.BOKmassage.com

Funerals ~ Memorial Services ~ Cremation ~ Preplanning

“Dedicated to providing 
excellent service and 
superior care of your 

loved one”
Funeral Home staff 
available 24 hours

503-249-1788

Terry Family Funeral Home
2337 N Williams Ave, Portland, Or 97227

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

B U S I N E S S G u i d e
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ads@portlandobserver.com
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Ameya Okamoto makes social justice themed artwork that has been featured at the Portland Art Museum and galleries in Miami and 
Washington D.C. Born in New York City and raised in Portland from a low-income single-parent home, the 18-year-old has been active 
politically since high school, dedicated to local causes like LGBTQ rights and supporting the civil rights groups Don’t Shoot Portland and 
Black Lives Matter Portland.

Creating Social-Justice Themed Artwork
Young activist 
motivated 
to make a 
difference
by Danny Peterson

The Portland Observer

Ameya Okamoto is only 
18-years-old but she has already 
has made a name for herself by 
creating dramatic social-justice 
themed artwork.

Having been involved in causes 
like LGBTQ rights, joining pro-
tests by Don’t Shoot Portland and 
Black Lives Matter Portland , and 
advocating for mental health ser-
vices, Okamoto’s says her artistic 
mission is to “make the revolution 
accessible.”

 Okamoto has already had her 
artwork featured at the Portland 
Art Museum and galleries in Mi-
ami and Washington, D.C. Her 
story and accomplishments have 
been featured in the Washington 
Post and New York Post. Last 
year, as a high school senior, she 
was selected as one of 20 U.S. 
Presidential Scholars. 

She’s perhaps best known for 
her portrait of Quanice Hayes, an 
unarmed black teen who was shot 
and killed by Portland Police in 
February 2017, which was car-
ried by Don’t Shoot Portland and 
Black Lives Matter Portland pro-
testers following Hayes’ death.

“He was a 17 year old. I was 
17 at the time, actually. I had been 
working with Black Lives Matter 
Portland, very closely, but realiz-
ing how close to home it was....
within 36 hours, I had created a 
piece which had gone a little bit 
viral,” Okamoto told the Portland 
Observer.

 “We ended up having it print-
ed and given to his family at his 
memorial. And to have that ex-
perience of being with his family 
and with his community, it kind of 
made me realize the power that art 
could bring,” she added.

That piece spurred more art-
work surrounding the theme of 
social activism and Okamoto 
came to the realization that such 
portraits are a positive alternative 

to the outdated and incriminating 
mug shots that police often release 
to the media in officer-involved 
shootings.

“It was amazing to me and 
opened a lot of doors to realizing 
the potential of fine art in activ-
ism,” Okamoto recalled.

A few months later, in May 

2017, when a man’s xenophobic 
and racist verbal assaults against 
two young girls on a Max train 
ended up costing the lives of two 
other men who were stabbed try-
ing to defend the young women , 
Okamoto created a heartfelt por-
trait of one of the victims, Tal-
isin Namkai-Meche. She worked 

closely with his family and again 
presented the finished portrait to 
them at Namkai-Meche’s memo-
rial.

Okamoto also worked with the 
designer of the new Hollywood 
Max Station mural in commemo-
ration of the incident on Northeast 
42nd Avenue, created by Sarah 

Farahat, by helping Farahat paint 
the public art piece. 

She’s also created works depict-
ing Michael Brown, the 18-year-
old unarmed black man who was 
killed by a police officer in 2014 

Continued on Page 35
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A traditional powwow celebration of Native American culture and traditions makes its return to 
Portland Community College’s Sylvania Campus, Saturday, Jan. 19, from noon to 9 p.m. 

Celebrate Culture and Traditions
A powwow celebrating Native 

American culture and traditions 
and featuring a drum group, danc-
ers crafts, and more is returning 
to Portland Community College’s 
Sylvania Campus on Saturday, 
Jan.19 from noon to 9 p.m. 

Highlights include the tradi-
tional powwow’s grand entries at 
1 p.m. and 7 p.m., a free commu-
nity dinner at 5:30 p.m., activities 
for children, a college fair and raf-
fle prizes.

The 20th annual event comes 

with free parking and no entry fee. 
Donations and other contributions 
will benefit PCC’s Native Ameri-
can Scholarship Fund.

For more information, visit 
pcc.edu/powwow or call 971-722-
4116.

Kimberly A.C. Wilson

Talk on Journalism and Democracy
A provocative onstage con-

versation about journalism 
and justice will feature Kim-
berly A. C. Wilson, a former 
black journalist and Pulitzer 
Prize winner, and two other re-
nowned writers, at the Alberta 
Rose Theatre on the evening of 
Wednesday, Jan. 23.

Wilson has worked as a 
news and investigative report-
er at the Oregonian, the Bal-
timore Sun, the Seattle Post 
Intelligencer and the Associa-
tion Press. She is currently the 
communications directors for 
Meyer Memorial Trust.

Also joining Wilson on the 
panel will be Inara Verzem-
nieks and Les Zaitz, two other 
former Oregonian writers who 
have won Pulitzer prizes for 
journalism. The event is spon-
sored by the non-profit Oregon 
Humanities as part of its Think 
and Drink series.

Think & Drink takes place at 
the Alberta Rose Theatre, 3000 
N.E. Alberta St., from 7 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m., with doors open at 6 
p.m. General-admission tickets 
are $10 and available at alberta-
rosetheatre.com.  The event will 
also be streamed live at oregon-
humanities.org and on YouTube. 



Page 33  January 16, 2019 Martin Luther King Jr.2019  special edition

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Stock up on Books
Thousands of books of all 

shapes, sizes, and genres will 
be up for sale at bargain pric-
es during the “Bookapalooza” 
book sale in Vancouver this 
week hosted by and benefiting 
the Fort Vancouver Regional 
Library Foundation.

From art, biographies, chil-
dren’s picture books, classics, 
graphic novels, health, history, 
humor, craft and more, books 
will be bargain priced at just $1 

for most hardbacks and paper-
backs, 50 cents for mass-mar-
ket adult fiction paperbacks, 
and $1 for CDs and DVDs.

The event will begin Thurs-
day, Jan. 17 and continue 
through Saturday, Jan. 19, 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., each day, 
downstairs from Library Hall, 
the library district’s operations 
center at 1007 E. Mill Plain 
Blvd. You’re asked to bring 
your own box or bag.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie has won acclaim as an author, poet, playwright and speaker. Her books 
are the focus of Multnomah County Library’s 17th annual community reading project Everybody 
Reads.

About Our Culture and Ourselves
Library’s 
community 
reading project 
kicks off

Multnomah County Library’s 
community reading project Every-
body Reads 2019 began this month 
with the distribution of free copies 
of two books by award-winning 
author Chimamanda Ngozi Adi-
chie, Americanah (for adults) and 
We Should All Be Feminists (for 
high school students).

The goal of the 17th annual 
project is to engage deeply around 
the themes of a book, and convene 
meaningful conversations around 
difficult issues. 

Thanks to The Library Founda-
tion, 4,500 copies of Americanah 
are available to pick up at librar-
ies across Multnomah County. 
An additional 4,900 copies of We 
Should All Be Feminists are being 

Before Oprah and before Arsenio, there was show Mr. Soul! 
The Northwest Film Center kicks off its annual Reel Music film 
festival on Friday, Jan. 18 with ‘Mr. Soul,’ a new documentary 
about the now legendary public television show that aired from 
1968 to 1973 centering on black life in America.

Mr. Soul Opens 
Reel Music Fest

The now legendary public 
television show “Mr. Soul!” 
which centered on black life 
in America and aired from 
1968 to 1973 on PBS, is the 
subject of a new documenta-
ry of the same title and will 
be screening this week when 
the Northwest Film Center’s 
kicks off its 36th annual “Reel 
Music” film festival.

Mr. Soul! was named in hon-
or of the show’s producer Ellis 
Haizlip and featured a myriad 
of incendiary interviews with 
and performances by the likes 
of Wilson Pickett, Donny Ha-

thaway, Al Green, Maya Ange-
lou, Sidney Poitier, Harry Be-
lafonte, James Baldwin, Stevie 
Wonder, and Muhammad Ali, 
among many others

‘Mr. Soul” will screen on Fri-
day, Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. in Whit-
sell Auditorium at the Portland 
Art Museum, the first of the 
month long series of “Reel Mu-
sic” films celebrating great art-
ists, sound and image, connect-
ing music and culture through 
Feb. 16.

Admission is $10. For a com-
plete “Reel Music” film festival 
lineup, visit nwfilm.org.

distributed to high school students 
who are studying Adichie’s essay 
in the winter term.

The library encourages read-
ers to pass those copies along 
to friends and neighbors once 
they’ve finished the book. For the 
first time, readers can instantly 
access unlimited downloadable 
audiobook copies of Americanah 
through the RBdigital platform. 
E-book copies are available 
through Overdrive.

Community members are invit-
ed to attend the many Everybody 
Reads discussions and related pro-
grams taking place at libraries and 
elsewhere in the county, including 
a talk on the history of black fem-
inism, an overview on how to run 
for office and many others.

Adichie will speak on Thurs-
day, March 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall. 
The event is sold out. 

A Nigerian-born artist whose 
influence spans continents and 
genres, Adichie has received ac-

claim as an author, poet, play-
wright and speaker. She was a 
recipient of a MacArthur Founda-
tion Fellowship and her work has 
been recognized with the O. Hen-
ry Prize, the National Book Crit-
ics Circle Award (fiction) and the 
PEN Pinter Prize, among many 
other distinctions. 

“Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s 
writing is simply beautiful, but 
it also plumbs deep truths within 
and around us,” said Director of 
Libraries Vailey Oehlke. “With 
these two works, she offers us 
vehicles for important and con-
structive conversations about our 
culture and ourselves.”

Everybody Reads, a communi-
ty reading project of Multnomah 
County Library, is made possible 
in part by gifts to The Library 
Foundation with the author ap-
pearance made possible by Liter-
ary Arts. Programming support is 
also made possible in part by Port-
land State University and Portland 
Community College.
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Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
Portland Expo Center and 
Portland’5 Centers for the Arts 
and provides services that 
cross city limits and county 
lines including land use and 
transportation planning, parks 
and nature programs, and 
garbage and recycling systems.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
current openings and a link to 
our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

Portland Community College (PCC) - Request for 
Proposals (RFP) for Progressive Design Build (PDB) 
Services for the Sylvania Campus Community Center 

Building Re-Roof
Proposals Due on February 18th, 2019  

by 2:00 PM Pacific Time
Notice is hereby given that Portland Community College (PCC) is 
requesting sealed Proposals from construction contractors with 
the knowledge and expertise to provide Progressive Design Build 
services. This Request for Proposal (RFP) will be used to evaluate and 
select qualified Progressive Design Builders for a Bond Construction 
Project at the PCC Sylvania Campus in SW Portland Oregon.
Brief Project Summary: The Sylvania Community Center (CC) 
130,000 sqft re-roof project is a design-build effort that will replace 
the existing roof in its entirety. The intent of this bid package is 
to contract with one qualified company to provide Design/Build 
services for reroofing including, but not limited to: architectural, 
structural, mechanical, and electrical design services, construction 
documentation, complying with all applicable requirements 
of Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJ).   The Contractor will be 
responsible for all design and construction requirements including 
removal and disposal of all associated debris and installation of a 
new roofing system. Additional requirements are defined in the RFP 
document along with all design and construction documentation 
including project closeout and warranty documentation. Scope 
includes new fall protection and the evaluation and potential 
replacement of some rooftop HVAC units.
A complete description of the Project, requirements, and specific 
conditions for this RFP is available to download from the PCC 
Solicitation Opportunities link: http://www.pcc.edu/purchasing. 
Interested Proposers who are not equipped to download the 
document may request a copy of the RFP by contacting Robert 
Lowe, 971-722-8408 or by sending an email request to robert.
lowe3@pcc.edu. 
A mandatory pre-proposal meeting will be held from 10:00 AM – 
12:00 PM Pacific Time January 23rd, 2019 (weather permitting) 

at the PCC Sylvania Campus, 12000 SW 49th Ave Portland, OR 
97219, ST Building, Room 100. The attendance sign-in sheet must 
contain at least one representative’s signature, from each firm, 
to participate in the process thereafter and to be considered for 
award. The Prime Contractor and Architect must attend the pre-
proposal meeting.  It is not required for the Prime Contractor and 
Architect to “sign in together” as one team entity, and it is at the 
discretion of the Progressive Design-Build firm, as to how they want 
to sign in as attendees at the mandatory Pre-Proposal meeting. 
Attendance rosters for the pre-proposal parties will be available 
for sign-in at the pre-proposal meeting.  Proposals submitted from 
responders who are not on record of attending the pre-proposal 
meeting will be rejected. (*If the college is closed due to weather 
conditions, the pre-proposal meeting will be rescheduled, with a 
notice provided on the PCC Solicitation Opportunities website).
All questions from prospective proposers relating to this RFP must 
be received at the issuing office by 10:00 AM, Pacific Time, on 
January 28th, 2019.
Sealed Proposals will be received at the issuing office, PCC Office 
of Planning and Capital Construction, Attn: Robert Lowe – Capitol 
Park Suite 260, 9700 SW Capitol Highway, Portland, OR 97219. 
Deadline for submitting a proposal will be no later than February 
18th, 2019 at 2:00 PM. Proposals received after this deadline will 
be rejected. The office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 
AM to 4:00 PM.
This contract is for a public works subject to payment of prevailing 
wages under ORS 279C.800 to .870.
The Portland Community College Board of Directors reserves the 
right to reject any and all Proposals and to waive irregularities. The 
College may also reject any proposal not in compliance with the 
prescribed public procedures and requirements, and may reject for 
good cause, any and all, Proposals upon finding of the College that 
it is in the best public interest to do so.
Emerging small businesses, as well as minority-owned, women-
owned, and service disabled veteran owned enterprises are 
encouraged to submit a response to this RFP solicitation without 
discrimination.
Dated this 16th day of January 2019

Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 or email ads@portlandobserver.com

United Way of the Columbia 
Willamette is hiring a FT 
Operations Coordinator. 
Responsibilities include 
performing a wide range of 
administrative duties in support 
of executive staff. This individual 
serves as the organization’s 
primary receptionist and 
coordinates meeting logistics for 
the broader organization. The 
ideal candidate will have 3+ years 
admin experience; reception 
experience and/or experience 
assisting individuals seeking 
community resources; as well 
as high proficiency with Outlook, 
Word, Excel, PowerPoint. Hiring 
range: $34,347 to $41,217 
DOE. More information and to 
apply:  www.unitedway-pdx.org/
about/careers.  Position closes 
1/25/19 or when filled. EOE

Advertise with diversity in 
The Portland Observer

Call 503-288-0033
email ads@portlandobserver.com
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Artwork Courtesy Ameya Okamoto

Ameya Okamoto’s portrait of Quanice Hayes, an unarmed black 17-year-old who was killed by 
Portland Police in February 2017. The artwork was carried in protests by Don’t Shoot Portland and 
Black Lives Matter Portland following Hayes’ death. Okamoto even participated in the protests and 
presented the portrait to Hayes’ family at his memorial.

Artwork Courtesy Ameya Okamoto

A digital portrait of Taliesin Namkai-Meche by Portland social 
justice artist Ameya Okamoto showcases one of the two victims 
who were fatally stabbed on a MAX train in northeast Portland 
in 2017 while trying to stop a man’s xenophobic and racist slurs 
directed at two young girls.

in Ferguson, Mo., and of Eric Gar-
ner, the black man who died in 
Staten Island, New York after an 
officer put him a headlock while 
arresting him that same year. 

Okamoto even had a surreal 
meeting with President Donald 
Trump, whom she calls a “dema-
gogue,” in the White House over 
the summer as part of being hon-
ored as a presidential scholar.

Though she agonized over 
whether to even attend the meet-
ing, as she views the President’s 
policies as counter to her mission 
as an activist, she ultimately de-
cided to go.

But in order to show Trump 
was not “untouchable,” the young 
artist said she wore an all white 
outfit punctuated with the names 
of victims of police violence, the 
dates of their deaths, symbols of 
the indictment process, and the 
names of the officers involved if 
they were acquitted. 

“I was asked multiple times to 
change by so many different peo-
ple. But I stood my ground,” Oka-
moto remembered. 

As a digital artist, the canvas 
for Okamoto’s art is electronic. 
She said she was happy to have 
discovered the medium given its 
proclivity for being able to be re-
produced for protests.

“I started creating work for 
Black Lives Matter, which was a 
huge part of what I was passionate 
about. And I got in contact with 
Teressa Raiford, who runs Don’t 
Shoot Portland, and I just started 
creating work with them,” the art-
ist remembered. 

“It’s the perfect medium for our 
time today where there’s such a big 

Continued from Page 31

Creating Social-Justice Themed Artwork
sues later on. In 2007, she moved 
to Portland, the whitest major 
city in America, a transition that 
was difficult for her as a person 
of color, she said.

She said it was super-jarring, 
“Coming from New York City, 
this Mecca for diversity.”

In high school, Okamoto ad-
vocated for other classmates im-
pacted by mental health issues. 
She volunteered as a suicide and 
crisis hotline operator and as stu-
dent peer sex educator for Planned 
Parenthood in Portland. 

Now, the young activist is back 
living in New York City as a vol-
unteer eighth grade math teacher 
for AmeriCorps. She’s taking a 
gap year while taking a college 
course online before entering 
school full time for art at Tufts 
University in Massachusetts. 

When it comes to activism, 
Okamoto gives a lot of credit to 
Raiford, who “passed the mega-
phone” to her, both literally and 
metaphorically, during last year’s 
Reclaim Dr. King March in Port-
land on the 50th anniversary of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assas-
sination. 

During the April demonstra-
tion, Okamoto led the crowd in 
a chant and facilitated other kids’ 
testimony of experiencing racism 
or sharing their poems or songs.

“To be able to stand there and 
work with those kids and realize 
that even though you have the 
megaphone, passing it is the most 
important thing that I think some-
one can do,” she said.

For more information about 
Okamoto and her artwork, visit 
ameyamarie.com. 

need for globalization of thoughts 
and idea around equity and diver-
sity. Because we’re in a digital age 
and you can just screenshot and 
share,” Okamoto said.

Okamoto moved around a lot 
as a kid. That, combined with 
the stress of living in a low so-

cio-economic household under a 
single parent, caused her to strug-
gle with some mental health is-
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