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Students from Ockley Green Middle School in north Portland volunteer to help run the school’s Dragon Mart, a free food bank 
benefiting kids who don’t have enough to eat as well as assisting other families and people in the entire neighborhood. The 
students pictured are (from left) are Shamaya Daniels, Addyson Razo, Beatrice Pierson and Ilyarah Moteley.

In-school Grocery Feeds Families
Benefits go to entire 
neighborhood
by beverly Corbell

the portland observer

It all started because of a mutual con-
cern: Kids who don’t have enough to eat.

After some brainstorming last spring 
and more planning, the solution has come 
with the opening of Dragon Mart, a free 
grocery at Ockley Green Middle School 
serving students, their families and people 
who have food insecurity.

Kyle Camberg, executive director of the 
Sunshine Division nonprofit, along with 
Jeffery Temple of Fred Meyer teamed up 
with Joyce Olivo of Self Enhancement, 

Inc., and the result is a full mini-size store, 
called Dragon Mart, with both fresh and 
packaged food items. Volunteers help with 
selections, but there are no cash registers.

“The likelihood kids will come into a 
food pantry is pretty small,” Camberg said. 
“But Jeffery and I and Ockley Green start-
ed talking and decided, we think we can 
get together and make food accessible for 
kids and the neighborhood, and it very 
quickly turned into this.”

Dragon Mart is situated in the Sun 
School portable building behind Ockley 
Green, located at 6031 N. Montana Ave., 
and is open from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Tues-
days for families and students from the 
school and its elementary feeder schools, 
Chief Joseph and Beach. On Thursday, also 

from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., it’s open to anyone. 
Camberg’s organization, the Sunshine 

Division, was started back in the 1920s as 
a relief organization for police officers who 
lost their jobs during the Great Depression, 
and carries on to this day, providing food 
and clothing for anyone in need at two lo-
cations, 687 N. Thompson St. and 12436 
S.E. Stark.

Temple, director of public affairs for 
Fred Meyer, said the goal of Dragon Mart 
-- to relieve food anxiety not only for stu-
dents but for those in the neighborhood in 
need -- is also a goal of Freddy’s.

“This is a great project and we’re ex-
cited to underwrite and fund it,” Temple 

Continued on page 5

Justice 
Disparities 
Persist
Fairness of legal 
system challenged

Racial and ethnic disparities in Mult-
nomah County’s criminal justice system 
continue as a persistent problem where 
black and Latino people are overrepresent-
ed at nearly every stage of law enforce-
ment, from arrests to prison terms, accord-
ing to a new report released Monday.

“The prevalence and persistence of 
these disparities undermines the notion 
of ‘justice’ in our criminal legal system, 
concluded the report by the Oakland, Ca-
lif.-based W. Haywood Burns Institute.

The study was done to update figures 
from a 2015 county report and was institut-
ed as part of a safety and challenge grant to 
promote equity and reduce disparities from 
the MacAuthur Foundation.

According to the new figures, members 
of the local black population were 8.3 times 
more likely than local white residents to be 
in jail pending trial in 2019, and 4.8 times 
as likely as whites to have a case prosecut-
ed, and 4.6 times as likely as whites to have 
a case resulting in conviction.

Latinos fared better, but were still 1.8 
times more likely than whites to be in jail 
pending trial in 2019, 1.3 times as likely 
as whites to have a case go to trial, and 1.2 
times as likely as white people to have a 
case end in conviction.

Black adults also had longer stays in 
jail. In 2019, white adults averaged 11.9 
days in jail, while black adults averaged 
16.8 days, Latino adults averaged 17 days, 
Asian and Pacific Islanders 13.5 days, and 
Native Americans 14 days.

Some progress for racial equity was 
found for the total number of people of 
color in the justice system, finding that it 
decreased over that period and the relative 
likelihood of receiving a prison sentence 
for those individuals also decreased.

But Multnomah County District Attor-

Continued on page 4
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Black Studies at Risk: Corrections
Ethan Johnson was appointed chair of the Black Studies Department 
at Portland State University in September and has served as a profes-
sor in the department for 15 years. In last week’s issue, (PSU Black 
Studies at Risk, Professor says), we were in error to describe his ten-

Allen Singerhouse

Arrested 
for Arson
Man accused of 
starting summer 
inferno in NE

Police have arrested a Portland 
man, 39-year-old Allen Singer-
house, in connection with a major 
fire across from Madison High 
School near Northeast 85th Ave-
nue and Siskiyou Street. The Aug. 
26 inferno, which caused more 
than $2 million in damages, began 
as an out-of-control grass fire that 
covered four acres, burned down 
two businesses, damaged several 
townhomes and destroyed about 
50 parked cars.

The arrest was announced 
Monday and police said they iden-
tified Singerhouse through sever-
al surveillance videos, including 
one near a dumpster fire that he 
allegedly set at Concordia Univer-
sity in northeast Portland on Sept. 
1. He’s also suspected of starting 
another dumpster fire that same 
day at a Michael’s Craft store.

Police said Singerhouse denied 
his involvement at first, but ac-
cording to the Oregonian, when 

Continued on page 4
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A guest is served a traditional 
Thanksgiving Day meal at the 

Union Gospel Mission.

Union Gospel Serves Thanksgiving

ure as chair of the department for 15 years. Also, a person reported 
as a successor to a black male coordinator position for the PSU Mul-
ticultural Center was a white lesbian hired to work on restructuring 
the center and did not become its director when the position was el-
evated. The Portland Observer regrets any misunderstandings these 
errors caused.

Union Gospel Mission is pre-
pared to serve over 800 meals on 
Thanksgiving Day to anyone in 
need. The dinner will take place on 
Thursday, Nov. 28 from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at Union Gospel Mission, 
15 N.W. Third Ave.

In addition to a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal guests will 
also enjoy live music and receive 
a gift bag with a hat, gloves, socks 
and an emergency blanket.

 “We make a home cooked meal 
that anyone would be proud to 
serve at their Thanksgiving table,” 
said Lori Quinney, the mission’s 
food service coordinator.

Donations of pre-baked, pack-
aged pumpkin pies and coffee and 
other donations can be dropped off 
at 3 N.W. Third Ave. Union Gospel 
Mission is also seeking financial 
support for Thanksgiving events. 
Donations can be made online 
at ugmportland.org or by calling 
503-274-4483.

Machete Attack Sentence
A homeless man was sentenced 
last week to up to 20 years of 
treatment and supervision by state 
psychiatric officials for attacking 
another man with a machete in 
front of the man’s wife and chil-
dren. The victim apparently an-
gered Dameon Hoover-Rhodes, 
40, after telling him not to sleep 
under an overhang of a longshore 
and warehouse union building.

Climate Protesters Arrested
A climate protest in the Oregon 
governor’s office ended Thursday 
night with the arrest of 21 people. 

About 75 people started the all 
day protest over a proposed LNG 
terminal pipeline in Coos Bay and 
didn’t leave until 8:30 p.m. when 
Gov. Kate Brown addressed them 
and answered several questions.

Limits for Traffic Stops
The Oregon Supreme Court has 
ruled that police cannot use a bro-
ken taillight or a failure to signal as 
a justification for scouting a driv-
er’s car for illegal guns or drugs, 
OPB reported last week. .The rul-

ing effectively ends law enforce-
ment’s ability to turn a routine traf-
fic stop into a fishing expedition for 
a more serious offense.

Not Testing for Radon
The U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development has not 
forced housing authorities to test 
for radon in public housing units 
across the country, including Port-
land, despite guidance to mitigate 
exposure to the cancer-causing gas, 
an in-depth investigation published 

by the Oregonian last week found.

Life Expectancy Falls
Life expectancy at birth -- the av-
erage length of time that you are 
expected to live -- continues to 
drop for Americans, a new study 
finds. Drug overdoses, suicides, al-
cohol-related illnesses and obesity 
are largely to blame, problems that 
have been building since the 1980s, 
according to the study’s authors.

Grandma Fights Back
An 82-year-old powerlifting 
grandmother in Rochester, N.Y. 
turned the tables, literally, on a 
home invader last week when she 
beat him with a table until police 
and first responders arrived. Wil-
lie Murphy is an award-winning 
bodybuilder and, most days, she 
can be found at the YMCA, hon-
ing her skills. 

Millennials Poorest Generation
Millennials, those born between 
1981 and 1996, became the big-
gest U.S. generation this year, 
numbering some 73 million 
people. But in terms of wealth, 
they’re still living in the shadow 
of previous generations with just 
3% of the country’s wealth. Ac-
cording to the Federal Reserve, 
when baby boomers were the 
age millennials are today (around 
1989), they controlled 21% of all 
national wealth.

The Week in Review
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A person sleeps next to a wheelchair on a park bench, downtown. (AP file photo)

New Approach to Homeless
City Council approves 
first street response team

The city of Portland is trying a new approach to 
helping the city’s homeless population by stressing 
compassion and crisis prevention with designated 
first responders instead of strictly law enforcement 
by police. The Portland City Council last week ap-
proved the plan advocated by City Commissioner Jo 
Ann Hardesty that outlines a pilot program called 
Portland Street Response.

A two-person team will form the first Street Re-
sponse team and will respond to 911 calls in the 
Lents neighborhood of southeast Portland that 
don’t involved weapons or use of violence, and 
will be qualified as trained crisis workers rather 
than police officers. Examples of non-emergency 
calls could be about someone lying in the street, 
people making excess noise in city parks or sus-

pected drug use. 
The council approved $500,000 in May for the 

pilot program, which is set to start next spring, also 
drawing support from Mayor Ted Wheeler.

“Historically, it’s been up to the police to shoul-
der most of the responsibility as first responders in 
crisis calls, but in many cases, police are not the 
right resources to respond,” Wheeler said.

Darren Golden of the Urban League of Portland 
told Oregon Public Broadcasting the new Street 
Response effort could help with the relationship be-
tween communities of color and the police.

“It’s no secret that the black communities in Port-
land have deep-seated, well-earned mistrust with 
the Portland police and that is magnified for our 
black houseless neighbors,” Golden said. “It’s time 
for Portland, being the progressive city that it is, to 
stop taking active steps to criminalize poverty and 
instead adopt a public health approach to begin re-
pairing our community.”

Bahia Overton

New Leader for Black Parent Initiative
Bahia Overton, a children’s ad-

vocate with deep experience in the 
field of social work and serving 
community-based organizations, 
is the new executive director for 
the Black Parent Initiative, a Port-
land nonprofit established in 2006 
to help local African American 
families achieve financial, educa-
tion and spiritual success.

The appointment was an-
nounced last week by the Black 
Parent Initiative board of direc-
tors, a panel in which Overton has 
also served.

Overton holds a Bachelors de-
gree in psychology and a Mas-
ters degree in social work. She 
is completing her Ph.D. in social 
work research, focusing on the 
experiences of African American 
female adolescents in foster care. 
She most recently served as the di-

rector of Equity and Partnerships 
at the Chalkboard Project. She is 
also the Executive Consultant for 
Joy DeGruy Publications, assist-

ing Dr. DeGruy in researching his-
torical trauma and developing new 
models and methods for culturally 
responsive service delivery.

With over 14 years of practi-
cal experience as a professional 
in the field of social work, she 
has served as Child and Family 
Therapist, Curriculum Developer 
and Culturally-Specific Treatment 
Specialist in several states, with 
various community based organi-
zations and government entities.

“As always, the staff and board 
of directors at BPI are grateful for 
our community’s support as we 
continue to deliver high quality 
programs and services to families 
of black and multi-racial chil-
dren to break generational cycles, 
achieving financial, educational, 
health and spiritual success and 
well- being,” BPI officials said.
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Justice Disparities Persist
Continued froM front

ney Rod Underhill, in a prepared 
response to the report, said much 
more work needs to be done to ad-
dress why the overrepresentation 
of  people of color in the criminal 
justice system is so persistent, and 
then to focus on identifying and 
implementing additional solu-
tions.

“There is a lot to learn from this 
most recent report, but whether 
disparities exist is not one of them; 
we know that fact to be true,” Un-
derhill said.

The study was called shocking 
and disturbing by a local advocate 
on the front lines of criminal jus-

tice system reforms.
Bobbin Singh, executive direc-

tor of the Oregon Justice Resource 
Center, said the report was not the 
first to point out racial disparities 
across the criminal justice system 
and told OPB news it shows con-
tinued problems.

“What’s shocking, and to me 
just really disturbing about this 
report, is the lack of will and ur-
gency that local stakeholders, 
statewide stakeholders, generally, 
have around trying to confront ra-
cial justice issues in this state and 
in Multnomah County,” he said.

Portland Police Chief Danielle 
Outlaw, the city’s first black fe-
male police chief, also responded 

to the challenges faced by law en-
forcement and the community. 

“It is important for us to contin-
ue to dig deeper into the context 
of the data and identify opportu-
nities to improve the service we 
provide,” Outlaw said. “Reports 
such as these help us to realize 
that over-representation of cer-
tain races continues to exist in the 
criminal justice system and in our 
stops.”

The chief said the new data 
isn’t surprising, but it can “create 
distrust and fear within the com-
munity.”

“It is time to move beyond re-
porting out on the data and into 
implementation of intentional 
strategies in an effort to create 
meaningful change, when appro-
priate,” she said.

confronted with the evidence, he 
admitted to lighting “dozens of fires 
around Portland.”

After searching Singerhouse’s 
home, police found clothing that 
matched what the suspect in the 
videos was wearing as well as two 
glass pipes suspected for meth use 
and multiple lighters with no lighter 
fluid.

Singerhouse has been charged 
with three counts of first-degree 
arson and is due back in court on 
Dec. 3.

Arrested for Arson
Continued froM page 2

Holiday Weekend Ballet Premiere
An immigrant busboy falls for a dazzling lounge singer, who in turn is love with a 
dashing doorman in The Portland Ballet’s world premiere of ‘Petrushka.’ Several 
dance students from north and northeast Portland star in this Thanksgiving 
weekend production, which also features the Portland State University Orchestra. 
Shows are at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m., Friday, Nov. 29 through Sunday, Dec. 1, at PSU’s 
Lincoln Hall. Tickets start at $10. Visit portlandballet.org or call 503-452-8448.

photo by blaine truitt Covert/Courtesy portland ballet
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Ockley Green Middle School student Shamaya Daniels (left) checks out the avocados while volunteer-
ing at the north Portland school’s new Dragon Mart, and resident Kay Cry picks up some items for 
Thanksgiving. The new free food bank serves students and the public.

In-school Grocery Feeds Families
Continued froM front

said. “It’s part of our social impact 
plan, to end hunger in the neigh-
borhoods we call home by 2025. 
Hunger is a real issue in schools 
and we were looking for a school 
partner eager to develop a solution 
like this one.”

Temple said Ockley Green 
teacher Kelly Cahill suggested the 
partnership to Fred Meyer stores, 
and the idea took off.

“We were able to work with 
the school and Sunshine Division 
to develop a solution to keep kids 
and families fed not just for one 
weekend, but year-round,” Tem-
ple said.

Temple said credit for funding 
the program goes to the cashiers 
at Fred Meyer who started the 
Hunger Roundup Program where 
they ask customers if they want 
to contribute along with their pur-
chase.

“This is because of the cashiers 
who launched the Hunger Round-
up Program, and because of that 
we are able to fund these kinds 
of projects,” he said. “It connects 
the dots between community and 
solution.”

While Fred Meyer provided 
funding and the Sunshine Divi-
sion provided logistics, the actual 

store is run by Joyce Olivo of Self 
Enhancement, Inc., the nonprofit 
deeply rooted in Portland’s Af-
rican American community and 
dedicated to helping youth reach 
their potential.

As the store opened, Olivo 
worked nonstop getting people 
registered, arranging products, 
answering questions and directing 
student volunteers.

In the past, the school has had 

backpack programs where kids 
can take home a backpack full of 
food at the end of the week, but 
even that had a certain stigma, 
which having a store helps re-
move, Olivo said.

“We don’t want to call it a 
pantry, to take that stigma away, 
and we use Fred Meyer shopping 
bags,” she said.

Dragon Mart opened during the 
first week of the school year, Ol-
ivo said, and is currently feeding 
about 20 families per week.

“That’s not including the kids 
who come in during the week to 
get additional meals or food,” she 
said. “The first day we had 15 stu-
dents and families but the num-
bers are definitely growing, once 
word gets out.”

Four Ockley Green students, 
Shamaya Daniels, Addyson Razo, 
Beatrice Pierson, Ilyarah Moteley, 
work as volunteers helping Drag-
on Mart customers like Kay Cyr, 
an elderly neighborhood resident 
shopping for Thanksgiving, find 
what they need, bag the groceries 
and carry them out.

Although Fred Meyer has 
worked with other schools to pro-
vide food for homeless students, 
Temple said the program at Okly 
Green is essentially a pilot pro-
gram that could be start at other 
schools.

“We’re looking to get proof 
concept and hopefully find other 
companies who want to get on 
board and keep these programs 
sustainable,” he said.
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood 

atmosphere.

Cannon’s rib express
3625 NE MLK Jr Blvd, 

Portland OR
Call to Order: 503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Mon-Sat: 11am-7pm
Sunday: 11am- 6pm
Closed Tuesday

Web:  www.sunlanlighting.com  •  E-mail:  kay@sunlanlighting.com
3901 N. Mississippi Ave.  •  Portland, OR 97227

503.281.0453  •  Fax 503.281.3408

Portland’s annual Tree Lighting Ceremony is a joyful and festival sing-a-long that takes place the day after Thanksgiving at Pioneer Courthouse Square, downtown.

Tree Lighting Ceremony Friday
The day after Thanksgiving, 

thousands of Portlanders will unite 
in a joyful and festive sing-a-long 
led by Portland’s own Thomas Lau-
derdale and members of Pink Marti-
ni along with a diverse collection of 
talented Portland musicians.

The 35th annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony presented by Smart 
Park will take place on Friday, 
Nov. 29 at 5:30 p.m. at Pioneer 
Courthouse Square, downtown. 
Pre-show entertainment will begin 
at 4 p.m.

The evening’s program will 
feature Mayor Wheeler, city dig-
nitaries and Santa Claus as they 
“flip the switch” and illuminate 
the 14,000 colorful lights that 
adorn the centerpiece of Port-
land’s holiday season.

photo by MiChael durhaM/Courtesy oregon Zoo

Cookie and Ginger, two Siberian reindeer, are new attractions at the Oregon Zoo.

Reindeer Arrive at Oregon Zoo
Two furry reindeer arrived at 

the Oregon Zoo last week and are 
making themselves right at home.

“Reindeer are amazing ani-
mals, and of course this is the per-
fect time of year to introduce them 
to our visitors,” said zoo director 
Dr. Don Moore.

Most people know about rein-
deer because of their connection to 
Santa Claus, which is a lot of fun, 

Moore said, but he also was ex-
cited to share some lesser-known 
facts, like the way their hooves 
click when they walk.

Another fun fact about rein-
deer? They’re the only species 
of deer where both males and fe-
males grow large antlers. Cookie 
and Ginger, the zoo’s two new 
reindeer arrivals, each sport a 
large set of antlers. Reindeer 

shed their antlers every year, with 
males shedding in early winter 
and females at the end of the sea-
son, which Dr. Moore points out, 
would make Santa’s team of eight 
tiny, antlered reindeer all females.

The zoo’s new pair are settling 
into their new habitat across from 
the Vollum Aviary, where guests 
can visit them through early Jan-
uary.
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Celebrate 
the Season
The community is 
invited to celebrate 
this holiday season 
at Beaverton’s 
annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony on Friday, 
Dec. 6. Activities 
begin at 5 p.m. at 
City Park located 
at Southwest Hall 
Boulevard and Third 
Street, with the tree 
lighting at 7 p.m. 
This year’s ceremony 
will feature live 
music, a roast-your-
own s’mores and 
hot cocoa station, 
as well as photo 
opportunities with 
Santa Claus and 
Elsa and Olaf from 
Frozen 2.

photo froM passinart.org

Black Nativity at Bethel AME
PassinArt is proud to pres-

ent for the fifth year, Black 
Nativity, a special holiday 
gospel play that retells the fa-
mous nativity story with a ma-
jority African American cast.

This year’s production 
opens Friday, Nov. 29 and 

PassinArt’s presentation of Black Nativity is an annual holiday gospel play.

continues through Dec. 15 at 
Bethel AME Church, 5828 N.E. 
Eighth Ave. For tickets, visit 
passinart.org.

The play by Langston Hughes 
and directed locally by Jerry 
Foster is performed in an uplift-
ing gospel style which includes 

some traditional Christmas car-
ols. It’s a production that has 
been enjoyed by audiences from 
all walks of life regardless of 
their cultural backgrounds. The 
show was originally first per-
formed off-Broadway in 1961.

PassinArt: A Theatre Compa-

ny is an African American pro-
ducing theatre company whose 
mission is to entertain, educate 
and inspire artists and audiences 
while addressing critical issues 
facing our community; and to 
celebrate our history and cul-
ture.
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Bryan Guiney, Portland regional economic development officer for Business Oregon (from left), OHSU President Dr. Danny Jacobs, Prosper Portland Commissioner Dr. 
Alisha Moreland-Capuia, and Portland Bureau of Transportation Interim Deputy Director Noah Siegel cut the ribbon on Portland’s newest street, Southwest Bond Avenue in 
the new South Waterfront neighborhood.

Portland’s Newest Street
South Waterfront build-out a big investment

Officials from the Portland Bureau of Transportation, 
Prosper Portland, Oregon Health and Science University 
and Business Oregon, the state’s economic development 
agency, joined local neighbors and community members 
to celebrate the opening of Southwest Bond Avenue.

One third of a mile in length, the street supports the 
continued build-out of South Waterfront and the OHSU 
Schnitzer Campus, including the recently completed 
Knight Cancer Research Building and drastically im-
proves access to the medical offices, other new buildings 
and four future development sites between the Marquam 
Bridge and Tilikum Crossing.

“We are pleased to celebrate the opening of this import-
ant South Waterfront connection,” said Prosper Portland 
Commissioner Dr. Alisha Moreland-Capuia, during the 
Nov. 14 ribbon cutting ceremony. “Moving forward, we 
will continue to work with city bureau partners and the 
community to determine how best to deliver on the prior-
ities of affordable housing, regional streets, the greenway, 

parks, and a strong employment base.”
“OHSU has grown over the last hundred years because 

our missions of research, health care, and education re-
main critically important to the health of Oregonians,” said 
OHSU President Dr. Danny Jacobs. “Like the research we 
do at the Knight Cancer Institute and our other centers of 
excellence, the more discoveries we make, the more we 
can do to help Oregonians and people everywhere live 
longer, healthier lives. This road provides critical access 
for those who come to OHSU to learn, make discoveries, 
and seek care.”

The newest OHSU building, the Knight Cancer Re-
search Building, is a state-of-the-art facility focused on 
early detection and treatment of cancer. The $11.6 million 
city investment in Bond Avenue served as the city’s con-
tribution to the Knight Cancer Challenge, in which philan-
thropists Phil and Penny Knight promised a donation of 
$500 million if the public sector could raise the same 
amount. Former Mayor Charlie Hales made this commit-

ment to infrastructure in response to the challenge.
Once complete in its entirety, Bond Avenue will be-

come a “couplet” with Southwest Moody Avenue han-
dling southbound car and bike traffic. In the interim peri-
od, phase one will create a shortcut between the Tilikum 
Crossing and downtown Portland for pedestrians and 
people biking or scooting. It will also extend the Wil-
lamette Greenway path, allowing people to walk, ride, 
jog, or roll from the Tilikum Crossing to the Broadway 
Bridge–a distance of 2.2 miles–completely separated 
from car traffic.

Bryan Guiney, Business Oregon’s regional economic 
development officer for the Portland Metro Area, said the 
infrastructure development by PBOT, Prosper Portland 
and OHSU, in addition to the commitment by OHSU to 
create 225 new jobs and retain 315 existing jobs while 
growing the advanced manufacturing and biomedical in-
dustry cluster, are all key to growing and diversifying the 
state’s economy.
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OpiniOn
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of  the Portland 
Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. Submit to 
news@portlandobserver.com.

Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

MCS Still in 
Business

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area  
and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 

Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning
Regular Area Rugs

$25.00 Minimum
Wool Oriental Rugs

$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

Even in Narrow Terms, Trump Fits the Bill
Racism means 
a lot more than 
slurs and hate
by Jill riChardson

 “Is Trump a rac-
ist?” I have two an-
swers to that question. 

First, most white 
Americans misunder-
stand racism solely as 
intentional beliefs held by indi-
vidual racists who hate people on 
the basis of race. For example, at 
times the media has focused on 
whether or not they could prove 
Trump had ever used the N-word, 
as if that alone would be the mea-
sure of whether or not he is a rac-
ist.

Sociologist Eduardo Bonil-
la-Silva says that this “misses the 
fact” that racism is “a part of the 
social structure of society. Hence, 
we all participate in it — and we 
participate in it whether we like 
it or not, in conscious and uncon-
scious ways, and in passive as 
well as active ways.”   

This latter definition, the one 
accepted by sociologists and 
race scholars, takes a bit of get-

ting used to, particularly if you 
are a white person who abhors 
racism. 

I try to frame it for my stu-
dents as follows: This nation was 
founded by people of Europe-

an descent who stole land 
from — and committed a 
genocidal campaign against 
— the indigenous people on 
this continent. Then they en-
slaved Africans and their de-
scendants for more than 200 

years. 
Segregation only became fully 

illegal in 1968. Anyone over the 
age of 51 was alive while segrega-
tion was still legal. We as a nation 
are still grappling with the legacy 
of our past, working toward jus-
tice for all — and we aren’t there 
yet.

None of us alive today asked to 
be born into a racist society — and 
yet, here we all are. It’s impossible 
to grow up in that society without 
participating in the status quo and 
absorbing at least some prejudic-
es, even if they are only subcon-
scious ones. 

In short, learning about race 
means getting comfortable with 
the idea that our society itself is 
effectively racist, even for white 

folks who don’t actively feel that 
hatred themselves.

My second answer about 
whether or not Trump is a racist 
is: Yes. And not just in the “every-
one’s a racist” sense of the word. 

For example, during the run up 
to the 2016 election, white nation-
alists supported Donald Trump 
because they felt like he would 
represent their interests and values 
best. Former Klan leader David 
Duke openly supported Trump, 
and still does.

Now, a trove of leaked emails 
show that Trump’s senior advis-
er Stephen Miller is “clearly im-
mersed in white nationalist ideol-
ogy.” 

If Trump appeals to white na-
tionalists and appoints white na-
tionalists to senior positions in his 
administration, does that mean he 
holds racist views himself? Prob-
ably — but does it even matter? 
Whatever he privately believes, 
he’s allowed white nationalists to 
infiltrate senior levels of govern-
ment, and they are influencing na-
tional policy.

In a more recent talk at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison, 
Bonilla-Silva analyzed Trump’s 
use of language to show how 

he speaks in terms of “us” and 
“them,” in which “us” refers to 
white Americans and “them” re-
fers to people of color.  And he 
routinely refers to immigrant “in-
festations,” using language most 
people reserve for insects and ro-
dents they intend to exterminate. 
(Yet he’s not against all immi-
grants: he likes to marry the white 
ones.)

Although Trump often defends 
his immigration policies in terms 
of national security or economic 
concerns, the facts show that im-
migrants commit crimes at lower 
rates than native born citizens and, 
as one study put it, “immigration 
has an overall positive impact on 
the long-run economic growth in 
the U.S.” 

In short, Trump’s language, his 
choice of senior officials in his 
administration, and his populari-
ty among white nationalists show 
that he holds racist views. It’s 
those views — and not national 
security or economic factors — 
that are behind his policies.

OtherWords columnist Jill 
Richardson is pursuing a PhD in 
sociology at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison. Distributed by 
OtherWords.org.
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cLassified/Bids

Funerals ~ Memorial Services ~ Cremation ~ Preplanning
“Dedicated to providing 

excellent service and 
superior care of your 

loved one”
Funeral Home staff 
available 24 hours

503-249-1788

Terry Family Funeral Home
2337 N Williams Ave, Portland, Or 97227

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
Portland Expo Center and 
Portland’5 Centers for the Arts 
and provides services that 
cross city limits and county 
lines including land use and 
transportation planning, parks 
and nature programs, and 
garbage and recycling systems.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 
current openings and a link to 
our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Event Custodian – Swing Shift or 
Day Shift, part-time, Portland’5 
Centers for the Arts, $15.27 - 
$17.26 hourly. Deadline date: 
December 5, 2019
Facility Security Agent, full-time, 
Oregon Convention Center, 
$17.89 - $23.96 hourly. Deadline 
date: December 6, 2019
Stage Operations Assistant, part-
time (event driven), Portland’5 
Centers for the Arts, $14.77 - 
$19.21 hourly. Deadline date: 
December 6, 2019
These opportunities are open 
to First Opportunity Target 
Area (FOTA) residents: This 
area includes the following 
zip codes located primarily in 
N, NE and a small portion of 
SE Portland: 97024, 97030, 
97203, 97211, 97212, 97213, 
97216, 97217, 97218, 97220, 
97227, 97230, 97233, 97236, 
and 97266, whose total annual 
income was less than $47,000 
for a household of up to two 
individuals or less than $65,000 
for a household of three or more.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/FOTA  for 
the complete job announcement 
and a link to our online hiring 
center or visit our lobby kiosk 
at Metro, 600 NE Grand Ave, 
Portland. 

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Cannabis Program Supervisor (Supervisor I-E) 
Closing Date/Time  Mon. 2/17/20 11:59 PM Pacific Time
Salary   $65,811 - $109,491 Annually
Job Type    Regular
The Cannabis Program in the Office of Community & Civic 
Life (Civic Life) regulates cannabis businesses in Portland in 
coordination with other City bureaus and State offices; works with 
business owners to navigate and remain in compliance with local 
and state regulation; convenes a cannabis public advisory body, 
the Cannabis Policy Oversight Team (CPOT), that recommends 
equitable cannabis policies to Civic Life; manages Cannabis Social 
Equity Grants funded by a portion of the City’s 3% local tax on retail 
cannabis sales; acts as an information resource for local, state, 
and national elected officials, staff, and constituents; advocates 
at the local, state, and Federal level for cannabis policy changes 
in coordination with the City of Portland’s Office of Government 
Relations; and generally works for more equitable policies and 
outcomes in cannabis.

For more information, please visit our website:
http://bit.ly/2OwWOLy

Advertise with diversity 
in 

The Portland Observer 
Call 503-288-0033 

or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Public Service Announcement
Teach Me to Fish  
501 NE Alberta  

Portland, OR 97211
Notice of Non-Discriminatory 
Policy as to Students 
The Teach me to Fish Culinary 
Program admits students of any 
race color, national and ethnic 
origin to all the rights privileges, 
programs, and activities 
generally accorded or made 
available to students at the 
school. It does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, 
national and ethnic origin in 
administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, 
scholarship and loan programs, 
and athletic and other school-
administered programs.
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Vancouver Mall 
Santa – Now through 
Dec. 24, children and their 
families are invited to drop off 
letters to Santa, share their Christ-
mas wish lists and have a professional photo 
taken with Santa Claus as part of a new “The 
Polar Express” holiday exhibit on the lower 
level near H&M.  For hours and more informa-
tion, visit shop vancouvermall.com.

All Things Being Equal – A thought-pro-
voking look at how art can show how modern 
culture perpetuates discrimination, titled “All 
Things Being Equal” by African American art-
ist Hank Willis Thomas, runs through Jan. 12 at 
the Portland Art Museum. Features more than 
90 works, including sculptures based on archi-
val photographs, quilts constructed from sports 
jerseys and prison uniforms, video installa-
tions, and more.
La Ruta – Artists 
Repertory Theatre 
presents ‘La Ruta,’ 
a harrowing story 
that gives a voice to 
women who have 
gone missing  or 

have been murdered 
in the border com-

munity of Juarez, Mexi-
co. Bouncing back and forth 

in time and featuring live music, 
the play gives a passionate voice to the women 
who have disappeared. Now showing through 
Monday, Dec. 1 at Portland Opera, 211 S.E. 
Caruthers St. For tickets, call 503-241-1278 or 
visit artistsrep.org.

Fighting for the Right to Fight: African 
American Experiences in World War II – On 
loan from the National WWII Museum through 
Jan. 12, The Oregon Historical Society, down-
town, presents exhibit on the African American 
experience in World War II and in the Civil 
Rights era following the war. 
Norman Sylvester Band – The “Boogie Cat” 
Norman Sylvester and his Band plays Friday, 
Nov. 29 at the Half Penny in Salem; Saturday, 
Nov. 30 at 6 p.m. at the Ilanai Casino Line & 
Lure Room in Ridgefield; Saturday, Dec. 7 at 
Catfish Lou’s; Friday, Dec. 13 at the Hillsboro 
Elks Lodge for members & guests; and Satur-
day, Dec. 14 at the Spare Room.

YOU CALL, WE HAUL

Johnny Huff
(owner/operator)

Scrapping Metal
& Landscape Meintenance

Cell: (971) 263-5516

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

971-276-8674

Cut, trim, edge,  
power washing, 

hauling, leaf removal, 
cleanup, anything!
FREE ESTIMATES

FAIR PRICING

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING
971-570-8214

State Farm R

We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050  •  Fax 503-227-8757
michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

Agent

Providing Insurance  
and Financial Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, Illinois 61710

Obituary

In Loving 
Memory
Gloria Jean Olive
Sunrise: Oct. 4, 1952
Sunset: Nov. 18, 2019

Gloria Jean Olive passed 
peacefully on Nov. 18, 2019 
at home in Vancouver with 
John Olive, her husband of 45 

years of marriage at her side.
Gloria was a Christian. 

She loved the Lord. He was 
number one in her life. She 
loved her family dearly. She 
enjoyed her life. She loved 
helping others. She loved to 
cook. Ask anyone that has 
eaten her homemade mac 
and cheese. It was the best! 
Gloria is going to be missed. 
She was an amazing woman, 
wife, mother, sister, cousin, 
aunt, niece and friend.

Viewing is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Dec. 3 from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at Terry Family 
Funeral Home, 2337 N. Wil-
liams Ave. A memorial ser-
vice will be held on Wednes-
day, Dec. 4 at 11 a.m.at 
Sharon Seventh Day Adven-
tist, 5209 N.E. 22nd Ave.

Love always, sister Balin-
da Olive-Beltran. Thank you 
Portland Observer for being 
a blessing to the Olive Fam-
ily.
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John Olive
Visit my Personal Website at:

www.scriptures4us.com/jolive
My Phone: 503-358-9655

24hr/toll free 
844-246-6760 / 216-252-0871

I would like you to join my group. 
Request a FREE information at my 
website above or call 24 hour Toll 
Free Phone Number. If calling, you 
MUST leave my Full Name or User 

Name: jolive.503-358-9655

See www.team1won.com
A Christian Business Opportunity

Bible Lessons 
Online & 
CD’s Plus 

Nutritional, 
Bath, Body and 

Skin Care

National Forest Service 
permits allow the 

cutting of a Christmas 
trees in designated 

areas.

Christmas Tree Adventures
Picking out your own Christ-

mas tree with a journey to the 
woods can be great experience for 
the whole family. The Mt. Hood 
and Gifford Pinchot National For-
ests near Portland are again sell-
ing personal use Christmas tree 
cutting permits at ranger stations 
and online.

Permits sell for $5 each. When 
purchasing your permit you will 
receive an information sheet with 
helpful information on the rules 
for cutting holiday trees on the 
national forest, and keeping safe 
as winter weather in the forest can 
change rapidly.

You can apply for the permits 
and learn more at openforest.
fs.usda.gov.

Ingredients:
• 85g dried red lentils
• 2 carrots, quartered lengthways 
then diced
• 3 sticks celery, sliced
• 2 small leeks, sliced
• 2 tbsp tomato purée
• 1 tbsp fresh thyme leaves
• 3 large garlic cloves, chopped
• 1 tbsp vegetable bouillon 
powder
• 1 heaped tsp ground coriander

Winter Vegetable & Lentil SoupfOOd

Directions:
1. Tip 85g dried red lentils, 2 quartered and diced carrots, 3 sliced cel-
ery sticks and 2 sliced leeks into a large pan with 2 tbsp tomato purée, 
1 tbsp fresh thyme leaves, 3 chopped garlic cloves, 1 tbsp vegetable 
bouillon powder and 1 heaped tsp ground coriander. 
2. Pour over 1½ litres boiling water from the kettle, then stir well.
3. Cover and leave to simmer for 30 mins until the vegetables and len-
tils are tender.
4. Ladle into bowls and eat straightaway, or if you like a really thick tex-
ture, blitz a third of the soup with a hand blender or in a food processor.

Dr. Billy R. Flowers

Part 18 
Chiropractic And 

Prevention: 
Life doesn’t have 
to be a series of 

emergencies anymore
Q: It seems that I am always 
sick. I do what my doctor says 
but if anything my colds and flu 
attacks are getting worse. What 
do you think?
A: Constant colds and 
influenza indicate that the 
immune system (and the body in 
general) is highly stressed. Did 
you know that recently leading 
scientists have discovered that 
the entire immune system is 
an out-growth of the nervous 
system? If you nervous system 
is stressed and irritated, the 
immune system cannot work 
properly either. People who 
have regular Chiropractic 
checkups report that they get 
fewer colds and influenza. They 
keep the stress off their nervous 
systems. Keeping irritation off 
the nervous system also helps 

you avoid morning backache 
and head-aches and allows you 
to cope with stress better. And 
you’d be amazed at the energy 
you have with preventive 
Chiropractic checkups.
 If you’d like to trade in your 
colds for a bounce in your step, 
call us for an appointment 
today. It could be the healthiest 
call you have ever made. 
Isn’t time you stepped up to 
Chiropractic?

Flowers’ Chiropractic Office
2027 Lloyd Center Mall, 
Portland Oregon 97232
Phone: (503) 287-5504


