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Rev. LeRoy Haynes of northeast Portland’s Allen Temple CME Church shares his thoughts among a group of religious leaders 
from all over Portland who gathered on Monday to announce and show support for a new effort at reducing gun violence in 
Oregon, a new voters initiative petition to ban the sale of semi-automatic guns and large capacity ammunition magazines. 
Kicked off at Augustana Lutheran Church, also in northeast Portland, the new Lift Every Voice campaign will gather signatures 
in hopes of making the ballot for next year’s November presidential election.

Gun Control Petition Recharged
New effort to ban 
assault-style guns 
and large ammo 
by beverly Corbell

the portland observer

A local nondenominational group of 
religious leaders announced on Monday 
they are starting a new petition drive to get 
a gun control initiative on the November 
ballot. The petition will call for restrictions 
on the sale of certain semi-automatic guns 
and large capacity ammunition magazines.

A similar effort failed last year because 

legal maneuvers by opponents to gun con-
trol left insufficient time to gather signa-
tures.

Supporters behind the new Lift Every 
Voice Oregon Interfaith Movement peti-
tion met at Augustana Lutheran Church, a 
diverse congregation in northeast Portland, 
where about 50 people heard religious 
leaders from many different faiths call for 
action to contain gun violence in Oregon 
and across America.

Rev. W.J. Mark Knutson, senior pastor 
at Augustana Lutheran, said he doesn’t 
expect the new petition to be derailed this 
time, saying that he and others have been 
working nonstop for more than a year to 
overcome obstacles, including in the Ore-

gon Legislature.
“We have trained over 1,000 people to 

get the petition signed,” he said. “We met 
every two weeks and took two bills to the 
House, but neither was acted on. But we 
did not stop. We worked with other groups 
in the state, students in particular.”

The petition has been submitted to the 
Oregon Secretary of State, Knutson said, 
and once it is accepted, volunteers all over 
the state are ready to start collecting sig-
natures.

Knutson spoke about the escalation of 
fear that deadly violence has on society, 
from the Cold War drills of yesteryear pre-

Continued on page 12

Trump 
Charged with 

Abuse and 
Obstruction
Two impeachment 
articles move to a vote

(AP) — House Democrats announced 
two articles of impeachment Tuesday 
against President Donald Trump — 
abuse of power and obstruction of Con-
gress — pushing toward historic votes 
over charges he threatened the integrity 
of the U.S. election system and endan-
gered national security in his dealings 
with Ukraine.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, flanked by the 
chairmen of the impeachment inquiry 
committees, declared at the U.S. Capitol 
that they were upholding their solemn 
oath to defend the Constitution. Voting is 
expected in a matter of days in the Judi-
ciary Committee and by Christmas in the 
full House.

In outlining the charges, Democrats 
said they had no choice but to act because 
Trump has shown a pattern of behavior 
that, if left unchecked, poses risks to the 
democratic process ahead of the 2020 
election.

″ Our president holds the ultimate pub-
lic trust. When he betrays that trust and 
puts himself before country, he endan-
gers the Constitution; he endangers our 
democracy; he endangers our national se-
curity,” said Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., 
the Judiciary chairman, announcing 
the charges before a portrait of George 
Washington. “Our next election is at risk. 
... That is why we must act now.”

Nadler said, “No one, not even the 
president, is above the law.″

Chairman Adam Schiff of the Intelli-
gence Committee said, “We stand here 
today because the president’s abuse of 
power leaves us with no choice.”

Trump swiftly responded to the im-
peachment articles by again decrying 

Continued on page 4

Miss Bennet’s 
Christmas
Good cheer for a 
romantic comedy
See Opinionated 
Judge, page 5

Zoo Lights 
Bigger Than 
Ever
A winter 
wonderland of 
1.5 million lights
See Metro, page 6



Police Kill Armed Man
A man who was shot and killed 
by Portland police near Mall 205 
on Sunday afternoon was identi-
fied Monday at Koben S. Henrik-
sen, 51, a person with a history of 
mental illness. Police said he had 
a knife in his hand and was in the 
middle of the street when police 
fired both lethal and less-lethal 
rounds. He died at the scene.

Lawsuit Defense Draws Fire
Claiming character assassination, 
lawyers for the family of Quanice 
Haynes, a 17-year-old black male, 
shot and killed by Portland police in 
2017 in pursuit of an armed robbery 
suspect, but who was on his knees 
and unarmed when confronted, want 
a judge to throw out a city defense 
motion that it was Haynes’s alleged 
criminal activity and his mother’s 
negligence that led to his death. 

Students Demand Action
Hundreds of young activists led by 
students at Roosevelt and Lincoln 
high schools left the classroom to 
join a nationwide climate strike on 
Friday. They gathered for a down-
town rally and delivered their climate 
action demands to Mayor Wheeler 
and the Portland City Council.

Absence Due to Cancer
Portland Commissioner Nick Fish 

announced Tuesday that his treat-
ment for a cancer diagnosis “has be-
come more complicated” and he will 
take the rest of the month off. Fish 
has worked since announcing he had 
cancer more than two years ago.

Emart Buys New Seasons
New Seasons 
Market said Tues-
day it has sold 
its business to 
Emart, a South 
Korean company. 
The upscale New 
Seasons had grown rapidly over 
the past 20 years and now employs 
3,800 at 21 stores, 18 of them in the 
Portland area.

Trump Adviser Targeted
Sen. Kamala Harris of California 
and 26 of her colleagues, including 
Oregon Sens. Ron Wyden and Jeff 
Merkley, wrote a letter to President 
Trump Monday demanding the im-
mediate removal of White House 
senior advisor Stephen Miller, cit-
ing new revelations of his work to 
advance white supremacist and an-
ti-immigrant ideologies.
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Cannon’s, tasty food and 
friendly neighborhood 

atmosphere.

Cannon’s rib express
3625 NE MLK Jr Blvd, 

Portland OR
Call to Order: 503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Mon-Sat: 11am-7pm
Sunday: 11am- 6pm
Closed Tuesday

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience
• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

State Farm R

We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050  •  Fax 503-227-8757
michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

Agent

Providing Insurance  
and Financial Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, Illinois 61710

Troy Dye (from left) Deommodore Lenoir and Brady Breeze celebrate after Dye intercepted a Utah pass in 
route to a Pac-12 Conference championship in Santa Clara, Calif., Friday. Oregon won 37-15. (AP photo)

Ducks Head Back to Rose Bowl
The Oregon Ducks won the Pac-12 title for the 

first time in five years Friday, and will be back in 
Pasadena, Calif. for the Rose Bowl, the first time 
since the 2014 season, when Marcus Mariota pro-
pelled Oregon to a 59-20 thrashing of Florida State 
and a subsequent spot in the national championship 
game.

Oregon will face Wisconsin in the 106th edition 

of the title game on New Year’s Day. It will be a 
rematch of the 2012 Rose Bowl, in which Oregon 
beat Wisconsin 45-38 in one of the highest-scoring 
editions of the game.

Wisconsin edged out Penn State to advance this 
year despite the Badgers’ 34-21 loss to Ohio State in 
the conference title game. Oregon reached the Rose 
Bowl with a 37-15 victory against Utah.

The Week 
in Review
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At least 55 shots of gunfire at a party last Friday at a short term vacation rental in the 4600 block 
of North Gantenbein Avenue took out the windows of a car parked on the street and also riddled the 
home with bullet holes. One woman was injured.

55 Shots of Gunfire at Party
Woman injured in melee; 
multiple guns found

The Portland Police Bureau reported that a wom-
an was hospitalized after being shot at a party Fri-
day night where police say more than 55 shots were 
fired and multiple guns were found at the scene. The 
woman’s injuries were not life-threatening.

People scattered when shots rang out at the short-
term Airbnb vacation rental in the 4600 block of 
North Gantenbein Avenue, according to witnesses. 
Police responded just after 11 p.m. after getting re-

ports of gunfire. Authorities said the owner of the 
property was told the rental was for a family gath-
ering.

The incident harkened to another shooting at a 
vacation rental in the Bay Area last Halloween night 
that was attended by more than 100 people and led 
to the deaths of five people.

Police are still trying to locate all the people who 
were at the Portland party. Anyone with information 
about the shooting is asked to contact Jeff McGuire 
at jeff.macguire@portlandoregon.gov. Tips on gun 
crimes can be called in to 503-823-4106 or emailed 
to guntaskforce@portlandoregon.gov.

The SNAP food stamp program serves low income people. A new 
rule by the Trump Administration is expected to remove 24,000 
Oregon residents from its rolls.

Food Stamp Cuts Condemned
New rule will 
impact 24,000 
people in Oregon
by eriC tegethoff

The Trump administration’s new 
rule tightening work restrictions for 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program is drawing strong 
criticism from hunger-fighting 
groups. 

The finalized U.S. Department 
of Agriculture rule undoes the abil-
ity of states to issue waivers on the 
three-month limit for SNAP ben-
efits to people who aren’t either 
working or in a training program for 
20 hours a week. 

An estimated 24,000 people in 
Oregon are expected to lose assis-
tance because of the change.

Oregon Food Bank CEO Susan-
nah Morgan says she’s horrified, 
noting SNAP serves 12 times more 
people than the state’s food bank 
network.

“As someone who was raised in 
the Quaker tradition, I find it extra 
appalling that this is happening in 
the holiday season, that we are tak-
ing food off the tables of our neigh-
bors at the time when we are sup-
posed to be at our very best selves 
and taking the very best care of our 

communities,” she states.
U.S. Agriculture Secretary Son-

ny Perdue pointed to the coun-
try’s low unemployment rate and 
the goal of moving people toward 
self-sufficiency as the reasons for 
the rule change. 

The Agriculture Department 
estimates the change will save the 
government $5.5 billion over five 
years. It’s scheduled to go into place 
on April 1.

The new rule affects able-bodied 
people ages 18 to 49 without depen-
dents. 

Morgan says the rule will also 
result in $18 million in lost revenue 
to places such as grocery retailers 
and agricultural producers, largely 

in rural areas.
“So of course, we are most in-

terested and most centering those 
24,000 people who may be affected, 
but do also want to mention that this 
is a larger benefit to the rural econ-
omies as a whole that will also go 
away,” she states.

Morgan says the rule could be 
challenged in the courts. It’s one of 
three rule changes the Trump ad-
ministration has proposed to SNAP. 

According to a study from the 
Urban Institute this week, those 
rules taken together would drop 3.7 
million people from the program 
nationwide.

Eric Tegethoff is a reporter with 
Oregon News Service.
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Funerals ~ Memorial Services ~ Cremation ~ Preplanning
“Dedicated to providing 

excellent service and 
superior care of your 

loved one”
Funeral Home staff 
available 24 hours

503-249-1788

Terry Family Funeral Home
2337 N Williams Ave, Portland, Or 97227

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

House Democratic leaders, including Chairman of the House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence Adam Schiff at the 
podium, speak during a news conference on Capitol Hill Tuesday 
announcing two articles of impeachment against President Donald 
Trump.  (AP photo)

the investigations against him as 
a witch hunt; his spokesperson in 
the White House said the charges 
were “baseless;” and his reelec-
tion campaign called them “rank 
partisanship.”

Approval of the impeachment 
articles would send them to the 
Senate in January, where the Re-
publican majority would be un-
likely to convict Trump.

Democratic leaders say Trump 
put his political interests above 
those of the nation when he asked 
Ukraine to investigate his rivals, 
including Democrat Joe Biden, 
and then withheld $400 million in 
military aid as the U.S. ally faced 

Trump Charged with Abuse and Obstruction
Continued from front

an aggressive Russia. They say he 
then obstructed Congress by stone-
walling the House investigation.

Trump insisted in a new tweet 

that when he asked Ukraine’s 
president “to do us a favor” with 
the investigations he was request-
ing, “‘us’ is a reference to USA, 

not me!” Democrats, however, say 
Trump’s meaning could not have 
been clearer in seeking political 
dirt on Biden, his possible oppo-
nent in the 2020 election.

In drafting the articles of im-
peachment, Pelosi faced a legal 
and political challenge of bal-
ancing the views of her majority 
while hitting the Constitution’s 
bar of “treason, bribery or other 
high crimes and misdemeanors.”

Some liberal lawmakers want-
ed more expansive charges en-
compassing the findings from 
former special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s probe of Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 election. Cen-
trist Democrats preferred to keep 
the impeachment articles more fo-
cused on Trump’s actions toward 
Ukraine.

When asked during a Monday 
evening event if she had enough 
votes to impeach the Republican 
president, Pelosi said she would 
let House lawmakers vote their 
conscience.

“On an issue like this, we don’t 
count the votes. People will just 
make their voices known on it,” 
Pelosi said at The Wall Street 
Journal CEO Council. “I haven’t 
counted votes, nor will I.”

The next steps are expected 
to come swiftly after months of 
investigation into the Ukraine 
matter, which followed Mueller’s 
two-year Russia probe.
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photo by Kate szrom/portland Center stage at the armory 
Cindy Im (from left), Treasure Lunan, Lauren Modica and Kailey Rhodes star in ‘Miss Bennet: 
Christmas at Pemberley,’ now playing through Dec. 29 at Portland Center Stage at The Armory.

Good Cheer for Miss Bennet’s Christmas

Holiday entertainment isn’t 
known for up-ending expecta-
tions. Just about any Christmas 
film, play or song is meant to feel 
familiar and to reinforce what you 
already believe, leaving you feel-
ing good.

In most respects, Portland Cen-
ter Stage’s production of “Miss 
Bennet: Christmas at Pember-
ley,” now playing at the Armory 
through Dec. 29, meets all those 
requirements. Though it’s a rela-
tively new play written by Lauren 
Gunderson and Margot Melcon, 
it builds on the old and famil-
iar notes of a Regency romantic 
comedy, picking up where Jane 
Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice” 
leaves off.  It’s light and funny, 
warm-hearted, and it’s not even a 
spoiler to say that everything turns 
out well in the end.  

But there are some small but 
significant ways that this particu-
lar production of a fun and frothy 
play does up-end expectations in 
just the right ways. Director Maris-
sa Wolf has wisely cast Portland’s 
own Lauren Modica in the lead 

oPinionAted   
  Judge

by  
darleen 
ortega

role as Mary Bennet, the middle 
sister whom everyone discounts, 
giving this comic beauty the op-
portunity to do more than liven 
up the production as she regular-
ly does whenever she is on stage. 
Modica herself has no doubt been 
counted out as a romantic lead 
too many times, but she has abso-

lutely spoiled this role for anyone 
else. She brings an unexpected 
complexity to Mary’s emotional 
journey from an underestimated 
brainiac to a woman who dares to 
hope for love but who also does 
not suffer fools. Her Mary is not 
simply funny (though she abso-
lutely is); she is also formidable 

and arresting; Modica’s perfor-
mance deepens the pleasures of 
material that would in other hands 
be a bit too comfortable.  

Modica is surrounded by a vi-
brant cast who, like her, are clearly 
relishing the experience.  Joshua J. 
Weinstein is particularly endear-
ing as Mary’s conveniently rich, 

nerdy soulmate, absolutely selling 
a hard-to-achieve balance of in-
nocent and charming and brilliant 
and socially awkward. Kailey 
Rhodes also stands out as Mary’s 
younger sister Lydia, brilliantly 
employing physical comedy to 
drive home the ridiculous lengths 
that Lydia goes to get what she 
wants, purely for amusement. And 
the diversity of the cast works to 
elevate this material (which, let’s 
face it, is not particularly realistic) 
in a way that invites everyone into 
the holiday fantasy that is being 
served.

The story here isn’t surprising 
or challenging, but it doesn’t have 
to be. Director Wolf has made the 
most of this solid cast, Gunder-
son’s and Melcon’s snappy dia-
logue, and a delightful production 
design (Alex Wren Meadows’s 
costumes are particularly daz-
zling) so that everything moves 
with buoyancy and good cheer. 
One couldn’t ask for a more nutri-
tious holiday bauble than this.

Darleen Ortega is a judge on 
the Oregon Court of Appeals and 
the first woman of color to serve 
in that capacity. Her movie and 
theater review column Opinion-
ated Judge appears regularly in 
The Portland Observer. Find her 
review blog at opinionatedjudge.
blogspot.com.
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photo by miChael durham/Courtesy oregon zoo.
A dazzling display enjoyed by the whole family. More than 1.5 million brightly colored lights transform the Oregon Zoo into a walk-through winter wonder-
land during ZooLights, now showing for the holiday season.

ZooLights Bigger Than Ever
A winter 
wonderland of 1.5 
million lights

ZooLights is back! The Oregon 
Zoo’s walk-through winter wonderland 
of more than 1.5 million colored lights 
is open for the holiday season and it’s 
bigger than ever. 

 The event draws thousands of visi-

tors to enjoy the forests of lighted trees, 
life-size illuminated animal silhouettes 
and take rides on the light-bedecked 
zoo trains. Ivan Ratcliff, the zoo’s 
guest services manager, has the follow-
ing tips to save you money, avoid lines 
and get the most enjoyment out of your 
ZooLights experience:

1. Buy your tickets online at oregon-
zoo.org. You’ll save $2 per ticket and 
be able to skip the lines at the front 
gate.

2. Ride MAX to the zoo. The Wash-
ington Park light rail transit stop lets 
you off just in front of the zoo entrance.

3. Start your festivities early in the 
season. Most ZooLights visitors come 
on weekends and on the weeks when 
school’s out.

4. Show up fashionably late, unless 
you’re driving. The big rush at ZooLi-
ghts is usually from 4 to 6 p.m. This 
strategy only works if you’re taking 
MAX and don’t have to worry about 

traffic and parking.
5. It’s not all about the train. A lot of 

people focus on the train, but that’s just 
one part of the ZooLights experience. 
Around 90 percent of the lights are 
along the walking paths. Schedule your 
ride online before you visit — then you 
can stroll around the grounds and en-
joy the lights until your appointed train 
time.

For online tickets and more informa-
tion, visit oregonzoo.org/zoolights.
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Alberta Abbey
126 NE ALBERTA  / Dec 21st at 6pm-10pm

$15 Balcony $20 General $ 25 Reserved
*FREE SHUTTLE*   503-863-4383

FaceBook = Winter Soul Festival !

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

The NW Film Center at the Portland Art Museum presents the 
eye-opening 1994 PBS documentary “Malcolm X: Make it Plain,” 
on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 1:30 p.m.

Malcolm X: Make it Plain
The NW Film Center at the 

Portland Art Museum is present-
ing the eye-opening 1994 PBS 
Documentary “Malcom X: Make 
it Plain,” on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 
1:30 p.m.

The screening is  part of a series 
of films running through Jan. 12 
that grapple with mass media, race 
and representation, in conjunction 
with the major Portland Art Muse-
um exhibit “Hank Willis Thomas: 
All Things Being Equal.

Thomas said he selected the 
films to highlight documenta-

ries that impacted his life and his 
“whole understanding of the pow-
er of art to shape notions of the 
truth and therefore reality.”

Produced for PBS’s American 
Experience series and narrated by 
actress Alfre Woodard, “Malcolm 
X: Make it Plain” traces the rad-
ical civil rights leader’s life from 
his tumultuous childhood, through 
his rise in the ranks of the Nation 
of Islam, to his 1965 assassination.

Admission is $10 general and 
$8 for students, seniors and chil-
dren

Lights of different colors are a holiday 
tradition.

Change Lights with the Season
by Kay newell

If you have light strings 
that were used for out-
door summer gatherings 
or Halloween, you can get 
a head start on decorating 
for Christmas, solstice cel-
ebration or other winter 
holidays by just changing 
the bulb colors.

Sunlan has many differ-
ent colors of lightbulbs. 
When you have clear or 
white replaceable bulbs in 
a string, you can change 
out a few to create a new 
look. Add some red and 
green bulbs for Christmas, 
blue and white for Hanuk-
kah or New Years, and am-
ber or yellow for winter 
celebrations.

Miniature twinkly 
lights and the popular 7c7 
and 7c9 screw in bulbs 
on a string come in many 
lengths. Have fun. You can 
use low energy LED bulbs 
for a light background feel 
and use some other fun bulbs to 
create the look you love. 

Pre-lit trees lights will 
fail after time. You may 
want to string new lights 
on them to extend their 
life. 

Be sure to read the 
lighting instructions for 
safety. 

Outdoor light strings 
need to be supported on 
a guy wire or on some-
thing solid. Do not hang 
them with just the sock-
ets to support the string. 
Keep the bulbs away 
from anything the bulbs 
can burn. The same rules 
apply inside your home. 
One last rule. Keep all 
electrical cords and con-
nections safe by keeping 
them dry and out of foot 
traffic. Do not put them 
under rugs.

Visit me at Sunlan 
Lighting at 3901 N. Mis-

sissippi Ave.

If your Christmas tree is real, 
keep it watered. Artificial trees 
are safe if they are not metal. 
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Dr. Billy R. Flowers

Part 20 
It’s Just Your 

Nerves: 
Chiropractic’s answer to 

an age old answer
Q: I have been to see a number  of 
doctors about my headaches. The 
most recent one said it was, “just 
nerves” Can Chiropractic help?
A: Your doctor was probably 
right. Chances are it is your 
nerves. An in-dependent research 
team recently announced that 
between 90% and 95% of all 
head-aches were due to pressure 
on the nerves. Your doctor 
was probably talking about 
emotional nerves. The research 
team, of course, was talking 
about the nervous system. When 
pressure or irritation gets on 
nerves (scientifically known as 
subluxation), tension in muscles 
will result. In the neck, this 
tension will work its way up to 
the skull. Nest, blood flow will 
be altered. Before you know it, 
you will have another throbbing 
headache. In Chiropractic, we 
work with reducing subluxations, 
releasing the irritation from the 

nerve fibers. Muscles can relax. 
The body will no longer send 
a message of pain and your 
headaches will be gone for good! 
If you’re tired of hearing that 
your problem is “just nerves,” 
call us today. We’ve got the 
answer to the “just nerves” 
answer.
 To find out how Chiropractic 
might be able to help you or for 
answers to any questions you 
might have about your health, 
please feel free to call us at the 
phone number shown below.

Flowers’ Chiropractic Office
2027 Lloyd Center Mall, 
Portland Oregon 97232
Phone: (503) 287-5504

Hollywood Star for Chevy Suburban
The Chevrolet Suburban has 
became the first vehicle ever 
awarded a star for excellence 
on Hollywood Boulevard in 
Los Angeles. Presented by 
the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce and unveiled at a 
ceremony Friday, the award 
recognizes the Suburban 
for its 67-year career as 
a vehicle appearing in 
Hollywood film and television.

Best 
Christmas 
Pageant Ever
Some disruptive kids are transformed 
in the Best Christmas Pageant Ever, 
a delightful family story about the 
true meaning of Christmas, opening 
for its 23rd year at the Lakewood 
Theatre Company, 368 S. State St. in 
Lake Oswego, on Friday, Dec. 13 with 
evening and matinee shows through 
Dec. 22.  Tickets are $12 for adults 
and $12 for students. Call 503-635-
3901 or visit lakewood-center.org.
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OpiniOn
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of  the Portland 
Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. Submit to 
news@portlandobserver.com.

Carpet & Upholstery  
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
 $50.00

A small distance/travel  
charge may be applied

MCS Still in 
Business

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service 

Call for Appointment                                                        

(503) 281-3949

ADDITIONAL 
SERVICES

• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more

$30.00 each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas 
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)  
$50.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area  
and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $30.00 

Heavily Soiled Area:
$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning
Regular Area Rugs

$25.00 Minimum
Wool Oriental Rugs

$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

Marijuana Allows Me to Decrease Pain Medicine
I don’t buy 
argument it’s a 
gateway drug
by Jill riChardson

Like nearly all 
Americans of a cer-
tain age, I was told in 
school that tobacco, 
alcohol, and marijua-
na are gateway drugs 
— and that is why 
marijuana should remain illegal. 

First of all, even if you accept 
that these three substances are 
“gateways” to something worse, 
why is it that adults can use alco-
hol and tobacco legally, but not 
marijuana?  

This is particularly outrageous 
given that, unlike alcohol and 
cigarettes, marijuana has a wide 
range of medical applications. 

Other than prescription opioids, 
marijuana is the only drug that re-
lieves my chronic migraines. I like 
that it doesn’t come with the ad-
diction or overdose risks that opi-
oids do, and I want to use it legally 
and under a doctor’s supervision.

Unfortunately, I live in Wiscon-
sin, where even medical uses are 
illegal.

For me, marijuana is a gate-
way to relief from headaches, not 
a gateway to harder drugs. Legal 
medical marijuana allows me to 
decrease my use of opioids.

Sen. Kamala Harris recent-

ly reframed the gateway idea in 
another way. The war on drugs 
approach of criminalizing mari-
juana, she said, “is the gateway to 
America’s problem with mass in-
carceration.” As a former prosecu-

tor and drug warrior who 
now supports decriminal-
ization, she would know.

While I was sitting 
through D.A.R.E. class-
es in school, others were 
being criminalized and 
locked up for nonviolent 

drug offenses.
These harsh drug laws and 

strict sentencing guidelines were 
not enforced equally, either. Al-
though blacks and whites use and 
sell drugs at similar rates (white 
people actually use drugs a bit 
more), black people are 6.5 times 
more likely to be incarcerated for 
drug offenses.

In part this is because law en-
forcement spends more time look-

ing for drugs in communities of 
color than in white communities. 
They could have found plenty 
of drugs and underage drinking 
among the rich kids in the dorms 
and frat houses of the mostly 
white, elite private school where I 
went to college, but they weren’t 
looking.

After the arrest, racial dispari-
ties continue, disadvantaging low 
income people and people of col-
or at every stage of the judicial 
process. The racial disparities 

continue even after someone has 
paid their debt to society. A black 
person with a felony record faces 
more employment discrimination 
than an equally qualified white 
person with a felony record.

It seems like the war on drugs is 
on its way out, although not quick-
ly enough. The tide is turning to-
ward medical usage of marijua-
na and even some psychedelics, 
legalized recreational marijuana 

in some states, and handling ad-
diction with treatment instead of 
prison.

Yet marijuana is still fully crim-
inalized at the federal level and in 
many states (I’m looking at you, 
Wisconsin).

Many jurisdictions that have 
legalized marijuana have also 
expunged the criminal records of 
anyone convicted of nonviolent, 
low-level marijuana offenses. But 
there’s no way to give them back 
the years of their lives they spent 

locked up for pot.
Why are we still paying tax-

payer dollars to incarcerate canna-
bis users, taking them away from 
their jobs and their families? Our 
current path is a gateway to mis-
ery. Let’s choose another.

OtherWords columnist Jill 
Richardson is pursuing a PhD in 
sociology at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison. Distributed by 
OtherWords.org.

These harsh drug laws and strict sentencing 
guidelines were not enforced equally, either. 
Although blacks and whites use and sell drugs 
at similar rates (white people actually use drugs 
a bit more), black people are 6.5 times more 
likely to be incarcerated for drug offenses.
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cLassified/Bids

SUB BID REQUEST

Aloha High School Corridor Flooring Replacement
Bid Date:  12/19/19 at 5:00PM

bids.hswc.com#ahsflooring

Bid Contact: Nick Steers            
Email Address: steersn@hswc.com

Bid Documents & Other Information are located at link:  
http://bids.hswc.com#alohahs

CCB 191495

Utility Lead (Facilities), Portland 
Expo Center, $19.00 - $24.05 
hourly. Deadline date: December 
16, 2019
These opportunities are open 
to First Opportunity Target 
Area (FOTA) residents: This 
area includes the following 
zip codes located primarily in 
N, NE and a small portion of 
SE Portland: 97024, 97030, 
97203, 97211, 97212, 97213, 
97216, 97217, 97218, 97220, 
97227, 97230, 97233, 97236, 
and 97266, whose total annual 
income was less than $47,000 
for a household of up to two 
individuals or less than $65,000 
for a household of three or more.
Visit oregonmetro.gov/FOTA  for 
the complete job announcement 
and a link to our online hiring 
center or visit our lobby kiosk 
at Metro, 600 NE Grand Ave, 
Portland. 

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Multnomah County Health Department
African American Health Policy Analyst Senior

Salary - $35.87 - $44.16
FFD: 12/18/19

The African American Health Policy Analyst Senior manages 
policy development that leads to racial equity by addressing the 
leading causes of preventable deaths using communication, 
policy, system and environmental (PSE) change strategies. 
The ideal candidate will have advanced communication skills, 
demonstrate strong experience with policy development, a 
strong understanding of current political environment and ability 
to provide information to a wide range of stakeholders. EOC. 
Apply online at www.multcojobs.org

Multnomah County Health Department
Health Educator - African American/Black Community

Salary - $26.83 - 32.85 hour
FFD: 12/18/19

The Health Educator provides culturally-specific, intergenerational 
communication and community health educational services.  
These services are designed to inform and motivate people 
to adopt and maintain healthful practices and lifestyles.  The 
person in this position will be work to research, assess, plan, 
advocate and implement social and environmental changes 
that facilitate healthful living conditions and behaviors that are 
medically accurate, trauma informed and racially affirming; and 
to monitor and evaluate related Prevention and Health Promotion 
programs. EOC. Apply online at www.multcojobs.org

PCC proposes to construct a 16,500 SF DSTB primarily 
intended for use in training and skills development for 

servicing heavy diesel machinery.
Email your pricing proposals to:

Bids@robertevansco.com 

BIDS DUE: December 23rd @ 4pm
Call 503-648-7805 with additional questions.

Contact Ryan Suarez for additional Info:  
Ryans@robertevansco.com

Notice is herby given that Robert Evans Company  
is requesting proposals for the following scope of work:

Electrical Design Build Trade Partners
Oregon CCB# 14426

REQUEST FOR SUB-BIDS

Prosper Portland
Abatement and demolition of the United States Postal Service 

(“USPS”) Processing and Distribution Center (“P&DC”) located 
at 715 NW Hoyt Street, Portland, Oregon 97208

Proposals due January 13, 2020, at 2:00 PM (Pacific)
Prosper Portland (f.k.a., the Portland Development Commission) 
requests competitive proposals from experienced firms, individual, 
or teams to provide civil and structural engineering services as 
Engineer of Record, and also provide, as appropriate, mechanical, 
electrical, and environmental engineering services for the 
abatement and demolition of the United States Postal Service 
(“USPS”) Processing and Distribution Center (“P&DC”) located at 
715 NW Hoyt Street, Portland, Oregon 97208. A mandatory pre-
proposal meeting for this RFP will be held at 2:00 PM on December 
11, 2019 at the P&DC facility. See Section 6.3 of the RFP for 
details. The RFP can be downloaded at www.prosperportland.us/
bids (under “Open Public Bid Opportunities”). Direct all questions 
regarding the RFP to Dan Spero, Business Operations Manager as 
SperoD@ProsperPortland.us or (503) 823-3291 (office). Prosper 
Portland encourages the participation of firms certified by Oregon’s 
Certification Office for Business Inclusion and Diversity (COBID) in 
this and all other Prosper Portland contract opportunities.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) #19-05

United Way seeks a Vice 
President-Development and 
Corporate Relations, responsible 
for team leadership, aligning and 
implementing overall strategy for 
corporate volunteerism, donor 
engagement, communications 
and data management. 
Hiring range: 
$84,046 - $105,057, DOE. EOE
More info and to apply:
www.unitedway-pdx.org/about/
careers
Closes 12/30/19 or when filled.

NOTICE  - REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
PCC

Facilities Plan Phase II: Development Planning 
DUE DATE AND TIME (CLOSING):

January 6, 2020 at 2:00 PM Pacific Time
Portland Community College (PCC) invites consulting teams to 
submit proposals for the second phase of its college-wide Facilities 
Plan.  It is anticipated that this contract will be two years from the 
date the contract is signed by PCC.
The proposed project will expand on the work conducted in the 
first phase of the Facilities Plan, which was essentially an existing 
conditions assessment of all college-owned facilities, to determine 
appropriate development patterns and growth capacity. Also 
included will be an assessment of possible new locations for 
college expansion to meet future demand. Visioning exercises and 
development strategies are anticipated outcomes that will meet 
academic programming and support service goals of the college.  
More detailed information is available in the full RFP. 
Interested proposers must submit a proposal pursuant to the 
provisions of this solicitation to:   James Lasseter, PCC Office of 
Planning & Capital Construction, Suite #260, 9700 SW Capitol 
Highway, Portland OR  97219 prior to the time and date indicated 
below as the Solicitation Closing:

SOLICITATION DUE DATE AND TIME (CLOSING):
January 6, 2020 at 2:00 PM Pacific Time

Proposals will be opened and recorded after the closing.  The 
number of proposals received, the identity of proposers, or the 
contents of any proposal will not be disclosed to the public until all 
proposals have been evaluated, negotiations completed if required, 
and a recommendation for award has been published.

Proposers are solely responsible for ensuring that Portland 
Community College receives its proposal.

LATE PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED
Prospective proposers may obtain the RFP and its mandatory 
addenda on the ORPIN website:

https://orpin.oregon.gov/open.dll/welcome. Interested 
proposers who are not equipped to download the document 
may request a copy of the RFP by contacting:  James Lasseter 
by email:  james.lasseter@pcc.edu.

Emerging small businesses, as well as minority-owned, women-
owned, disadvantage business enterprises, and service disabled 
veteran-owned enterprises are encouraged to submit a response 
to this RFP solicitation.
All questions and comments regarding this solicitation shall be 
directed to James Lasseter by email to: james.lasseter@pcc.edu.  
Unauthorized contact regarding this RFP with other PCC staff or 
any contractor PCC has currently or previously engaged for this 
project may result in disqualification from the RFP process.
PROPOSALS SHALL BE PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
SOLICITATION.  THE COLLEGE MAY REJECT ANY PROPOSAL NOT 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH ALL PRESCRIBED REQUIREMENTS.
Notice Date:  December 4, 2019

Subscribe!
503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions,
PO Box 3137, Portland OR 97208

$45.00 for 3 months;
$80.00 for 6 mo.; $125.00 for 1 year
(please include check with this 

subscription form)

Name:

Telephone:                  

Address:

or email subscriptions@
portlandobserver.com

Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 or email ads@portlandobserver.com
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State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

311 NE Killingsworth St, 
Portland, OR 97211
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

YOU CALL, WE HAUL

Johnny Huff
(owner/operator)

Scrapping Metal
& Landscape Meintenance

Cell: (971) 263-5516

We specialize in a variety of cuts for men and 
women, hot towel razor shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING
971-570-8214

Get started today at income4you.2by2foryou.com
Travel & save at income4u.my1dollarbusiness.com

?s call Coach John at 503-358-9655
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Join the “Team”
Economic 

Empowerment 
Movement

$25

$10,000/Mo. 
Residual Income

Call/Listen Mon, Tues, Thurs
5pm (PST) 319.527.9660

Discover how a “One-Time” (No Monthly) Start of $25 ($27.03 
incl. Processing) can move you and your team to over $10,000 

per month within 6-9 months, by following a 6-steps plan.

1
2

3
4

5
6

See: fo
llowthesteps.com

Harris Photography

antonioharris@mac.com          

4545 N.E. MLK 97211

503-730-1156
On Site Printing

4x6

5x7

or 8x10

Obituaries

In Loving Memory
Louise Wedge
Sunrise: March 1, 1941
Sunset: Dec. 1, 2019

Funeral services for Louise Wedge, also known as 
“Mother Wedge” and by some as “Zodia” will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 11 a.m. at Highland Christian Cen-
ter, 7600 N.E. Glisan St.

NAACP Greet and 
Meet – The Salem 
NAACP invites the com-
munity to join them for a Holi-
day Greet and Meet on Thursday, 
Dec. 12 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Bentley’s Grill, 291 Liberty St. 
Refreshments will be served.

All Things Being Equal – A 
thought-provoking look at how 
art can show how modern culture 
perpetuates discrimination, titled 
“All Things Being Equal” by Af-
rican American artist Hank Willis 
Thomas, runs through Jan. 12 at 
the Portland Art Museum. Features 
more than 90 works, including 
sculptures based on archival pho-
tographs, quilts constructed from 
sports jerseys and prison uniforms, 
video installations, and more.

Black Nativity Gospel Play – Port-
land’s African American producing 
theater company PassinArt pres-
ents Black Nativity by Langston 
Hughes, a special holiday gospel 
play that retells the famous nativ-
ity story. Now showing through 
Sunday, Dec. 15 at Bethel AME 
Church, 5828 N.E. Eighth Ave. For 
tickets, visit passinart.org.
Black Experience on Canvas 
– Portland artist Arvie Smith, a 
renowned painter of the black 
experience, will showcase some 

members & guests; 
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 

the Spare Room; Saturday, 
Dec. 21 at 9 a.m. for the AFL-

CIO holiday party at the Elsinore 
Theatre in Salem; Friday, Dec. 27 
at Clyde’s; Saturday, Dec. 28 at 
the Vinyl Tap; and Tuesday, Dec. 
31 at 7 p.m. for the New Year’s 
Eve party at Catfish Lou’s
Zoo for All – The Oregon Zoo has 
launched “Zoo for All,” a discount 
program that provides $5 admis-
sion for low income individuals 
and families. Visitors may pur-
chase up to six of the $5 tickets by 
brining a photo ID and documen-
tation showing they participate in 
low income service, like the Or-
egon Trial Card, Medicaid, Sec-
tion 8, Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families, and Head Start.
Discount Tickets – Low income 
families and individuals can pur-
chase $5 tickets to classical mu-
sical performances in Portland as 
part of a unique program called 
Music for All. Participating or-
ganizations include the Oregon 
Symphony, Portland Opera, Or-
egon Ballet Theater, Chamber 
Music Northwest, Portland Youth 
Philharmonic, Portland Baroque 
Orchestra, Friends of Chamber 
Music, Portland Chamber Orches-
tra, Portland Piano International, 
Portland Symphonic Choir, Cap-
pella Romana and Portland Vocal 
Consort. 

of his new work in a solo exhib-
it ‘2 Up and 2 Back,’ now show-
ing through Feb. 2 at the Disjecta 
Contemporary Arts Center, 8371 
N. Interstate Ave.
Fighting for the Right to Fight: 
African American Experienc-
es in World War II – On loan 
from the National WWII Muse-
um through Jan. 12, The Oregon 
Historical Society, downtown, 
presents exhibit on the African 
American experience in World 
War II and in the Civil Rights era 
following the war. 
Shopping and Cultural Ex-
change – Beaverton is welcom-
ing a new multicultural shopping 
experience. The Beaverton Night 
Market Bazaar at 4500 S.W. 
Watson Ave. is a unique shop-
ping destination held on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays through 
Dec. 22. One-of-a-kind arts and 
craft merchandise from nearly 30 
emerging small business owners 
representing cultures across the 
world are featured.
Gospel Christmas – The Oregon 
Symphony’s annual Gospel Christ-
mas show features premier gospel 
singers and the Northwest Com-
munity Gospel Chorus. Shows take 
place at the Arlene Schnitzer Con-
cert Hall at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 12 and Saturday, Dec. 14; and 
at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 15. For 
tickets, visit orsyphony.org or call 
503-228-1353.
Norman Sylvester Band – “Boo-
gie Cat” Norman Sylvester and 
his Band plays Friday, Dec. 13 
at the Hillsboro Elks Lodge for 
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Any Doug Fir 5-7 ft. $35.00   
Any Nobel Fir 5-7 ft. $55.00

Cash only please
Located at MLK and Bryant

   Boss Hogg
 Christmas Tree Lot
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Gun Control Petition Recharged
Continued from front our neighbor bleeds.”

Rev. Lynn Smouse-Lopez of 
Ainsworth United Church of 
Christ also spoke, making refer-
ence to the season of Christmas 
to call on her fellow Christians to 
support gun control.

“This is the time we prepare 
and make room for Jesus in our 
lives, a time when we step up and 
claim peace,” she said. “How can 
we let this gun violence contin-
ue? We need to step up, step out 
and proclaim peace … to save our 
children.”

Other religious leaders support-
ing the initiative included Rev. 
Alcena Boozer, pastor emeritus 
of St. Philip the Deacon Episco-
pal Church and a former Jefferson 
High School principal; and Imam 
Muhammad Najieb, director of 
the Muslim Community Center of 

Portland. 
Liz McKanna of the Lift Every 

Voice legislative team said the pe-
tition will focus on closing a loop-
hole in Oregon law that allows a 
person applying for a background 
check to go ahead and buy the gun 
if the background check doesn’t 
come through within three days.

“If it doesn’t go through in 
three days, the dealer can sell you 
the weapon,” she said. “We want 
to make sure people can pass 
background checks.”

Other elements of the petition 
include requiring a five-day wait-
ing period, age restrictions for 
gun purchases and restrictions on 
manufacture and sales of some 
semi-automatic firearms. The pe-
tition will be available for viewing 
once it has been filed with the Sec-
retary of State, Knutson said.

paring for possible nuclear annihi-
lation, to the gun violence of today 
that has impacted so many schools 
and institutions.

“We grew up with drop and cov-
er,” Knutson said, “but today we 
have five year olds learning gun 
drills before they can read or spell.”

It is fitting that religious lead-
ers take the charge to end gun vi-
olence, added Rabbi Michael Cah-
ana of Congregation Beth Israel at 
the press conference.

“This is a place for religious 
passion, to recognize that we rep-
resent many different traditions, 
but it’s time to beat swords into 
plowshares so we will not have 
weapons of war so readily avail-
able on our streets,” Cahana said. 
“We will not stand idly by while 

fOOd
Ingredients
• 50g butter, softened
• 2kg turkey crown on the bone
• 1 tsp Chinese five spice or a 
pinch of ground cloves for the 
glaze
• 4 tbsp honey
• 1 tbsp Dijon mustard
• 1 tbsp red wine vinegar

1. Heat oven to 190C/170C fan/gas 5. Smear the but-
ter all over the turkey crown and season all over with 
salt and half the five spice. Put in a roasting tin, skin-
side up, and roast for 30 mins. While the crown is 
roasting, mix all the glaze ingredients in a bowl with 
the rest of the five spice.
2. Remove the crown from the oven and brush the skin 
generously with half the glaze. Continue to roast for 
another hour, glazing twice more, until cooked all the 
way through and the glaze is sticky and caramelised. 
Leave to rest for at least 20 mins before carving. Save 
the juices from the tin to make gravy.

Easy Turkey 
Crown


