
Continued on Page 4

Volume XLVIV • Number 13

Established in 1970

Committed to Cultural Diversity

‘City 

Roses’
 of

PO QR code

www.portlandobserver.com
Wednesday  •  May 20, 2020

Photo by Shawntell waShington/the Portland obServer

Paul Knauls (left) and Paul Knauls Jr., owners of Geneva’s Shear Perfection, a legacy barbershop and 
salon located in the heart of Portland’s African American community, announce the closing of their 
landmark business due to economic losses caused by the coronavirus public health crisis.

Geneva’s Closed for Good
Legacy 
business a 
victim of 
COVID-19
by MiChael leighton

Portland obServer editor

Geneva’s Shear Perfection, 
the legacy barbershop and salon 
grounded in African American life 
in the heart of northeast Portland for 
the past 30 years, will not survive 
the loss of business brought on the 
Coronovaivus Pandemic.

Paul Knauls Jr. and his father 
Paul Knuals Sr. confirmed to the 
Portland Observer Monday that Ge-
neva’s has closed for good due the 
economic turmoil brought on by the 
public health crisis. The business, 
located at 5601 N.E. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., has been shuttered Continued on Page 5

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown

Phased-in Openings Begin
Safety and 
distancing 
requirements 
continue

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown is 
allowing the vast majority of 
smaller cities and counties to re-
open in a first phase of allowing 
businesses closed by the corona-
virus pandemic to reopen under 
safe distancing requirements. 
Portland and the major population 
centers around the city expect to 
take similar actions over the next 
several days and weeks, officials 
said.

Under the phase one guide-
lines, restaurants and bars in ap-
proved counties can reopen for 

sit-down service if they maintain 
six feet of distance between cus-
tomers, limit groups to a maximum 
of 10 people, and require employ-
ees to wear face masks. 

Salons and other “personal ser-
vices” can also reopen in all but the 
Portland area for now, but only if 
they screen clients and follow other 

protocols. That screening consists 
of asking the customer if they feel 
sick, even though the coronavirus 
can be transmitted by infected peo-
ple who feel no symptoms.

Retail stores in Portland and 
across the state, regardless of 
whether they received phase one 
approval, can be open as long as 
they’re not in shopping malls or 
shopping centers and they limit the 
number of customers to maintain 
at least six feet of distance between 
people and employees in the store. 
The business must also post signs 
listing COVID-19 symptoms and 
frequently clean and sanitize work 
areas, high-traffic areas, and com-
monly touched surfaces, and re-
quire all employees to wear masks.

 “In each of these counties, we 

Continued on Page 4

Demetria Hester reacts in court to the guilty verdicts against 
Jeremy Christian.  (AP pool photo)

Racism at Every Step
Victim in Max attacks blames ‘white supremacy’ 
by MiChael leighton

Portland obServer editor

As Jeremy Christian awaits sen-
tencing for his deadly and racist 
attacks on TriMet, a brave survivor 

from the violence wants the com-
munity, judge and jury to under-
stand how the legacy of white su-

for eight weeks under the stay-at-
home orders of Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Even if allowed to open under 
the loosening of public health re-
strictions in the coming weeks, 
businesses such as Geneva’s would 
be difficult to operate amid the re-
strictive actions recommended to 
avoid spreading the disease, Knauls 
Jr. posted on Facebook.

In a letter, he thanked staff and 
explained the decision.

“As you know COVID 19 has 
had devastating effect on so many 
businesses large and small includ-
ing Geneva’s Shear Perfection,” he 
said. “It is with a heavy heart that af-
ter almost 30 years Geneva’s Shear 
Perfection will not reopen. I want to 
express my sincerest gratitude to all 
who have stuck with our family for 
so many years. Thank you for your 
dedication and professionalism.”

Restaurants 
in Crisis Feed 
Hungry
Program is a win-
win for homeless, 
small businesses
See Local News, page 3

Transit in 
the age of 
COVID-19
TriMet requires 
passengers to 
wear masks
See story, page 2
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A Union Pacific freight train derailed early Tuesday in 
north Portland and one of the cars jammed up against 
an overpass on North Lombard Street. (Photo by Portland 
Bureau of Transportation)

Train Hits Lombard Overpass
A Union Pacific freight train derailed 

early Tuesday in north Portland, damag-
ing an overpass on North Lombard Street 
in the industrial area served by the Port of 
Portland. Lombard was closed at North 
Terminal Road as bridge inspectors from 
the Portland Bureau of Transportation as-
sess the damage.

According to Union Pacific, three empty 
train cars came off the tracks as crews were 
attempting to move empty rail cars out of 
the Port of Portland around 6:15 a.m. One 
of the empty cars struck the overpass.

Another access to the port’s Terminal 4 
was still open and crews were working on 
getting more lanes open.

No injuries resulted from the crash, ac-
cording to Union Pacific. They are evaluat-
ing the scene and will begin removing the 
rail cars once necessary evidence is gath-
ered, officials said.

A TriMet passenger wears a face mask as he prepares to board 
public transit. TriMet is now requiring riders to wear face coverings 
to support the safety of its riders and employees during the 
coronavirus public health crisis.

Face Coverings in 
the age of COVID-19
TriMet now 
requires masks 
for safety 

On guidance of the Oregon 
governor’s office, TriMet an-
nounced additional actions Mon-
day to promote safety during the 
coronavirus public health crisis.

 “Over the last two months, 
TriMet has elevated our cleaning 
protocols, provided riders direc-
tion to stay healthy and changed 
procedures to increase the wellbe-
ing of our bus operators and other 
front-line staff,” said TriMet Gen-
eral Manager Doug Kelsey. “Now, 
as we look forward to the TriMet 
of tomorrow, we will step up even 
more. It is paramount that our cus-
tomers feel safe with the transit 
service we provide. Gov. Brown’s 
order helps build on everything 
we’ve done to date.” 

Based on the direction of the 
Oregon Health Authority, TriMet 
will now require riders to wear 
face coverings; install face cover-
ing and hand sanitizer dispensers 
inside all buses and trains; and 
require passengers to maintain 
3-feet distancing from each other 
and 6 feet from the operator.

As the governor eases stay-at-
home restrictions in some coun-
ties across the state, TriMet plans 
to increase the limits on the num-
ber of people on board, increase 
onboard cleaning throughout 
the service day, add more opera-
tor safety panels and continue to 
educate riders about COVID-19 
symptoms and precautions.

The requirement for riders to 
use face coverings on transit goes 
into effect Wednesday, May 20.  
OHA also strongly recommends 
riders use face coverings at rail 
stations, transit centers and busy 
bus stops. This follows the guid-
ance of the Centers for Disease 
Control when physical distancing 
of at least 6 feet from other indi-
viduals cannot be maintained. 

When people wear face cover-
ings it sends a strong message of 
community. It shows respect and 
caring for our neighbors and each 
other, officials said. TriMet urges 
riders and its employees alike to 
follow this requirement to help 
keep everyone safe. 

Children under the age of two 
should not wear face coverings, 
nor should people with medi-
cal conditions or disabilities that 
prevent it. Face coverings should 
cover both the mouth and nose.

Got COVID-19 Symptoms? Test ASAP
New guidelines 
issued to slow 
virus spread

Anyone who develops symp-
toms of the new coronavirus 
(COVID-19) is urged to contact 
their health care provider about 
testing as soon as possible, ac-
cording to new guidelines issued 
Monday from Clark County Pub-
lic Health. Continued on Page 11

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention recently ex-
panded the list of symptoms con-
sistent with COVID-19 and now 
urge health care pro-
viders to test all pa-
tients with COVID-19 
symptoms, saying ear-
ly testing is critical to 
slowing the spread of 
the virus.

For people with 
either a cough, short-
ness of breath or difficulty breath-

ing, they may have COVID-19 
and should call their health 
care provider to request test-
ing right away, officials said. 

If someone has at 
least two of the fol-
lowing symptoms 
they should also 
call their health 
care provider to 
request testing: Fe-
ver, chills, repeated 
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ENTERTAINMENT
Joy Sinviengxay manages the counter at the Chai Thai restaurant in east Portland, one of two eateries 
providing meals to homeless shelters operated by Human Solutions as part of a partnership with two 
nonprofits providing financial backing to businesses impacted by the coronavirus health crisis.

Restaurants in Crisis Feed Hungry
Program is a 
win win for 
homeless, small 
businesses

A new partnership between 
two east Portland nonprofits, local 
restaurants and the city of Port-
land is bringing food to people in 
homeless shelters and supporting 
struggling businesses during the 
economic crisis created by the 
coronavirus.

The city is providing financial 
assistance for the feeding program 
through Prosper Portland, the 
city’s urban and economic devel-
opment agency, and the nonprof-
it Rosewood Initiative is chan-
neling funds to struggling local 
restaurants in east Portland that 
are strapped for business during 
COVID-19. 

Nelly’s Taqueria and Chai Thai 

are two of the participating restau-
rants, preparing hot, delicious 
meals delivered to two Human 
Solutions shelters, Lilac Mead-
ows for Families and the Gresh-
am Women’s Shelter. On a typical 
night, about 220 people eat dinner 
in these shelters.

Program organizers hope to 
find additional resources in the 
community to expand this win-
win effort. Human Solutions and 
The Rosewood Initiative are com-
munity-based organizations work-
ing in east Multnomah County to 
address the root causes of pover-
ty and build vibrant communities 
where everyone can thrive. 

he Rosewood Initiative sup-
ports community-driven solutions 
for a healthier, more economically 
vibrant Rosewood neighborhood. 
Human Solutions is a 31-year-
old community organization that 
develops affordable housing and 
operates shelters and a range of 
programming to ensure all com-

munity members have economic 
and housing security.

Leaders for both groups said 
they saw an opportunity to col-
laborate and meet multiple com-
munity needs in a unique moment 
where restaurants are struggling 
to survive due to the COVID shut-
down and emergency shelters are 
stretched to meet their ongoing 
need for warm meals.

Human Solutions Executive 
Director Andy Miller said he was 
thrilled with the results thus far.

“This is how community re-
sponds in a crisis,” he said. “Pros-
per Portland stepped in quickly to 
do what they do best - supporting 
local small business to keep them 
working, The Rosewood Initiative 
did their part by recruiting local 
minority-owned restaurants they 
already partner with and Human 
Solutions was able to relieve some 
of the stress on our courageous 

Continued on Page 5

$8.5 Million Provided for Rent Relief
The Oregon Housing and Com-

munity Services announced Mon-
day that it has accumulated over 
$8.5 million to provide rent relief 
across the state.

As many Oregonians are strug-
gling to pay rent during the coro-
navirus public health crisis, the 
rent relief program is providing 
assistance to those who need it 
most.

According to a news release sent 
by the organization, the money is 

allocated to regional Community 
Action Agencies by a needs-based 
formula which takes rent burden 
data, poverty data, homelessness 
data, and unemployment claims 
into consideration.

“Through no fault of their 
own, many Oregonian families 
are facing an abrupt loss of in-
come and find themselves unable 
to pay their rent during this pan-
demic,” said Gov. Kate Brown. 
“Through Oregon Housing and 

Community Services, we can de-
liver immediate rent relief so that 
more families can stay housed 
as we work to build a safe and 
strong Oregon.”

Oregonians looking to apply 
for aid should contact their local 
CAAs directly or call 2-1-1 for 
assistance. Officials said they will 
begin taking applications in up-
coming days. Any rent payments 
given will be made directly to the 
landlord on behalf of the tenant.
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Racism at Every Step
Continued froM front

premacy and Christian’s continual 
taunts against his victims, people of 
color and other minorities, makes 
him a danger to society and an ex-
ample of someone who perpetuates 
racism in Portland and the nation.

Demetria Hester was a TriMet 
passenger who was assaulted by 
Christian in a hate crime the night 
before his vicious knife attack on a 
Max train against three male pas-
sengers. Upset that he escaped the 
death penalty because of accommo-
dations for his rights at trial, Hester 
said he should get no leniency now 
as sentencing approaches.

Christian will face a possible true 
life prison term when sentencing 
takes place on June 17 and 18 in 
Multnomah County Circuit Court, 
pending plans to satisfy COVID-19 
safety and distancing requirements 
for the two-day hearing, court offi-
cials said Monday. 

A jury convicted Christian of all 

12 charges against him after trial in 
February. The charges included the 
murders of Taliesin Namkai-Meche, 
23, and Ricky Best, 53, and attempt-
ed murder for the serious wounding 
of Micah Fletcher, then 21 on May 
26, 2017.

He was also found guilty of 
hate crimes for threatening to as-
sault Walia Mohamed and Desti-
nee Mangum, two black girls who 
were passengers on the train as it 
approached the Hollywood Tran-
sit Center in northeast Portland. In 
Hester’s case, on the night before 
the deadly attacks, he threatened 
to assault and kill her as she rode a 
TriMet train in north Portland.

In an interview with the Port-
land Observer, Hester, a member of 
the African American community, 
said she found elements of white 
supremacy and accommodations 
for Christian’s racist behavior a 
constant in all aspects of the case, 
from Christian’s continual outbursts 
speaking hate and defending First 

Amendment rights, to the actions of 
TriMet officials, police, prosecutors 
and even the judge.

“White supremacy has fed into 
this,” Hester said.

She said the first example one 
was the night Christian threw a bot-
tle at her when she defended herself 
against his racist and deadly threats.

Christian was yelling that he was 
a Nazi, that he hated blacks and 
Muslims and Jews and was gener-
ally bellowing hate speech. After 
enduring that for a few minutes, 
Hester was the only one on the train 
brave enough to turn around and tell 
him to stop.

She said other accommodation 
for Christian’s racist behavior came 
from the train conductor who was 
unable to stop the barrage of as-
saults, even as she screamed for help 
behind the conductor’s door and the 
emergency call button was pushed. 
When Hester got off the train two 
stops later at the Rose Quarter, she 
used mace to defend herself against 
Christian’s continued aggression. 
But when a Portland Police officer 
responded, she was questioned and 

treated like the criminal, she said, 
while Christian was left alone to 
wash out the mace from his eyes at 
a nearby fountain and then given the 
time to takeoff as the officer waited 
for backup.

If police had arrested him, he 
could have been prevented from 
going on his deadly crime spree the 
next day, Hester said.

The police officer, she said, re-
acted by telling her “to shut up” 
and then wrote up a report describ-
ing the bloody attack against her 
as a regular assault case, not a hate 
crime, she said. 

In addition, during the prose-
cution of the case, delays were al-
lowed by the judge to give Christian 
added time to mount his defense, 
she said. It took three years for the 
trial to begin, so long that a law pro-
viding a possible death penalty was 
deemed by the judge to be no longer 
available, the consequence of a new 
law limiting death penalty cases in 
Oregon.

Hester also faults Judge Cheryl 
Albrecht for allowing defense attor-
neys to assail her own character as 

a victim by bringing up to the jury 
a felony conviction she had in her 
own life. Then Albrecht warned 
Hester as a witness in the trial that 
she was out of line for speaking to 
supporters when the case was in 
recess and outside the presence of 
the jury, she said. But Hester said 
the judge failed to stop Christian’s 
outbursts during trial, saying he re-
peatedly made taunts against her in 
the courtroom.

Hester said Jeremy Christian es-
poused hate in a murderous way, but 
his conduct was also grounded in 
the painful history of white suprem-
acy in America where “white men 
just think they can get away with it.”

Although Christian won’t get the 
death penalty for his crimes, Hester 
hopes he does die in prison, possi-
bly from infection or disease.

“I hope he gets COVID, I really 
do,” she said.

In the meantime, Hester consid-
ers her own future as a mother and 
grandmother in another country, 
possibly moving to Africa where 
racism against black people is not 
the dominant culture.

Good Day Reader
GOOD NEWS HERE

The Multi-Trillion dollar Travel 
Industry is looking to get YOU 

the “greatest savings” on 
your Travel, Hotel/Condos 

accommodations. Travel that will 
SAVE & MAKE you/your Family 
cash to travel on/pay-off Bills/

etc. You can access this travel biz 
membership for $1, $20 or $100. 

You decide. For more info ph 
coach John at 503-358-9655.
Note: We have a special for 

Non-Profits fundraisers.

Martin Cleaning  
Service

MCS Residential &  
Commercial Business

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Minimum Service CHG.

 $50.00 (A small distance/travel 
charge may be applied)

Ask about all our other special 
services available

CARPET • UPHOLSTERY
AREA/ORIENTAL RUG

VEHICLES • AUTO/BOAT/RV 
ODOR TREATMENT

SPOT & STAIN REMOVAL
AND MUCH MORE

Call for Appointment (503) 281-3949

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING

971-570-8214

Phased-in Openings Begin
Continued froM front

will continue to monitor testing 
rates, effectiveness of contact trac-
ing and isolation of the case, hos-
pitalization rates and other metrics 
that are required to remain open 

during phase one,” Brown said Fri-
day during a news conference. She 
hopes schools in the entire state 
can reopen in the fall.

The Oregon Supreme Court 
Monday stopped a rural judge’s or-
der that would have tossed out all 

the statewide coronavirus restric-
tions.

A Baker County Circuit Judge 
had ruled earlier Monday that 
Brown erred by not seeking the 
Legislature’s approval to extend 
her stay-at-home orders beyond 
a 28-day limit. The opinion now 
awaits review by all the high court 
justices.

In a statement, Brown praised 
the Supreme Court action.

“There are no shortcuts for us to 
return to life as it was before this 
pandemic. Moving too quickly 
could return Oregon to the early 
days of this crisis, when we braced 
ourselves for hospitals to be over-
filled,” she said.

Officials in Multnomah Coun-

ty, which covers Portland, have 
announced plans to hire contact 
tracers as required by the state to 
reopen. A week earlier Brown re-
ported that Oregon was on track in 
meeting the goals that doctors and 
public health experts have laid out 
She said that means the state has 
“the opportunity to begin rebuild-
ing a safe and strong Oregon.
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Salvador Arreola  and Oscar Ocampos of Nelly’s Taqueria in east 
Portland prepare weekly dinners for the residents of Human 
Solutions’ two emergency shelters, Lilac Meadows for Families and 
the Gresham Women’s Shelter.

Restaurants in Crisis Feed Hungry
Continued froM Page 3

shelter teams and make sure our 
shelter guests had plenty of deli-
cious food.”

With Gov. Kate Brown’s Stay 
Home, Stay Safe order for restau-
rants to offer only takeout, many 
restaurants have had to close and 
may not survive. Hardest hit are 
often family owned restaurants 
in less prosperous areas like east 
Portland.

Receiving $5.50 for 180 meals 

each week adds up for these small 
businesses. Right now, the effort 
costs $8,000/month for 1,450 
meals; each restaurant earns 
$4,000 each month. Volunteer 
drivers transport the food from the 
restaurants to both shelters in time 
for dinner.

Nelly’s Taqueria was happy for 
the opportunity.

“Nelly’s Taqueria is really 
grateful to have gotten the oppor-
tunity to work with Rosewood on 
such a great program to cater to 

the homeless community. Thanks 
to this we are able to keep our 
doors open and continue to grow 
and continue to serve food for 
people. Gracias,” a statement 
from the company said.

Staff from the Human Solu-
tions’ emergency shelters says 
the program is a game changer. 
Tamara

Holloway, who manages Lilac 
Meadows near Southeast 82nd 
and Powell Boulevard said, “Our 
shelter team is doing amazing 
frontline work right now during 
the COVID pandemic. When a 
hot, ready-to-serve dinner is de-
livered by a volunteer driver from 
a local restaurant, our staff and 
shelter residents feel cared for by 
our community. We couldn’t be 
more grateful for this delicious 
food and all the donations we have 
been getting from everyone in our 
incredible community. Thanks to 
each and every one of you. We are 
for sure stronger together.”

The teams at Human Solutions 
and The Rosewood Initiative are 
looking to grow the program by 
inviting the community to invest 
so they can feed more vulnerable 
people and support more local 
businesses. To make a contribu-
tion online, visit

charity.gofundme.com/o/en/
campaign/send-a-meal-support-
a-rosewood-business.

Continued froM front

Geneva’s Closed for Good
Knauls Sr. and his late wife Ge-

neva Knauls, were the founders of 
Geneva’s, which became a center 
for African American life in the 
heart of Portland’s historic black 
community, drawing a loyal and ex-
pansive customer base that included 
Portland Trail Blazers, dignitaries 
and extended family members.

The Knauls family still owns the 
property where Geneva’s is located 
and said they plan to lease the build-
ing named for Geneva Knauls to 
another African American business 
to keep its historic ties to the com-
munity preserved for future gener-
ations.

Paul Knauls Sr. told the Portland 
Observer he’s going to miss his cus-
tomers and staff the most, and all 
the people he enjoyed seeing on al-
most a seven days a week basis. But 
at 89-years old, the elder Knauls, 
affectionately known as the “May-
or of Northeast Portland,” says he’s 
ready to slow down.

Knauls said he’s a happy man as 
he looks back at how both he and his 
wife were married for 50 years and 
had successful careers, including 
ownership of the former Cotton Club 
in Portland and Geneva’s Restaurant 
and Lounge. He said they got their 
start in the personal care business 
by shining shoes in Arkansas before 
moving to Portland.

Paul Knauls Sr. and his late wife Geneva Knauls, were the found-
ers of Geneva’s, which became a center for African American life 
in the heart of Portland’s historic black community, drawing a loyal 
and expansive customer base that included Portland Trail Blazers, 
dignitaries and extended family members.
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Singer Betty Wright performs the national anthem in 2013 before 
an NBA basketball game in Miami. The Grammy-winning soul 
singer and songwriter died of cancer at her home in Miami on 
Sunday. (AP photo)

70s Soul Singer Betty Wright Dies
Influential hit-maker remembered

(AP) — Betty Wright, the 
Grammy-winning soul singer 
and songwriter whose influential 
1970s hits included “Clean Up 
Woman” and “Where is the Love,” 
died May 10 at her home in Miami 
after being diagnosed with cancer 
in the fall. She was 66. 

Wright had her breakthrough 
with 1971′s “Clean Up Woman,” 
which combined elements of funk, 
soul and R&B. 

Recorded when she was just 17, 
the song would be a top 10 hit on 
both the Billboard R&B and pop 
charts, and its familiar grooves 
would be used and reused in the 
sampling era of future decades. 

The youngest of seven chil-
dren, Wright was born Bessie Re-
gina Norris in 1953 in Miami, the 
city whose funk and soul sounds 

her music would always be iden-
tified with. 

She started singing with the 
family gospel group, Echoes of 
Joy, and released her solo debut 
album, “My First Time Around,” 
at age 15 in 1968. The album 
yielded a top 40 hit, “Girls Can’t 
Do What the Guys Do.” 

After “Clean Up Woman,” writ-
ten by Clarence Reid and Willie 
Clarke and later sampled by Afri-
ka Bambaataa and Mary J. Blige, 
she would have her first hit she 
wrote herself with “Baby Sitter,” 
a 1973 hit that showed off her so-
called “whistle register” vocals, an 
ultra-high singing style later em-
ployed by Mariah Carey and others. 

With members of K.C. and the 
Sunshine Band, she co-wrote her 
1975 proto-disco hit, “Where is 

the Love,” which would win her a 
Grammy for best R&B song. 

A career lull in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s prompted Wright 
to start her own label in 1985, 
leading to a gold album, “Mother 
Wit,” in 1987 and the comeback 
hit “No Pain (No Gain)” 

She spent much of the rest of 
her life as a producer and mentor to 
younger artists, many of whom were 
singing her praises after her death. 

“Thank you for being a master 
teacher, a friend and one of the 
greatest female soul singers in our 
industry,” Ledisi said on Twitter. 
“You were so much more than 
your music. We were blessed to be 
around royalty.”

John Legend tweeted that 
Wright “was always so loving and 
giving to younger artists. Always 
engaged, always relevant. She 
will be missed.”

Photo by triStan Paiige

Anis Mojgani is the new Poet Laureate of Oregon. Born in New Orleans to Black and 
Iranian parents, he is a National Poetry Slam champion and author of five books of 
poetry, including his latest, “In the Pockets of Small Gods.”

Oregon’s New Poet Laureate
Gov. Kate Brown has named Anis Mo-

jgani, a two-time individual champion of 
the National Poetry Slam and an Interna-
tional World Cup Poetry Slam winner, to a 
two-year appointment as Poet Laureate of 
Oregon. Mojgani succeeds Kim Stafford, 
who has held the post since 2018, to be-
come Oregon’s 10th Poet Laureate.

Brown called Mojgani the “pragmatic 
optimist” Oregon needs, especially now 
as it deals with the coronavirus pandemic 
(COVID-19).

“His words breathe fresh air into the 
anxiety and negativity that we all feel. He 
urges us to resolutely reflect in the mo-
ment,” she said.

Born in New Orleans to Black and Ira-
nian parents, Mojgani first called Oregon 
home in 2004. He is the author of five 
books of poetry including his latest, “In the 
Pockets of Small Gods.” Mojgani has also 

done commissioned work for the Getty 
Museum and the Peabody Essex Museum, 
and the premiere of his first opera libretto, 
“Sanctuaries,” is scheduled for April 2021.

 His work has appeared on HBO, Na-
tional Public Radio, in the Academy of 
American Poets Poem-A-Day series, and in 
the pages of such journals as Rattle, Platy-
pus, Winter Tangerine, Forklift Ohio and 
Bat City Review. His performance credits 
include hundreds of universities across the 
U.S. as well as international festivals.

 “I believe all of us wish to be seen on 
some level, to be heard,” said Mojgani. “For 
then we get a little closer to being known 
and understood. The closer we get to that, 
the more we are able to see and understand 
how we belong to the world we are a part 
of -- To belong. That is what poetry does – 
it gives us all the power and path to being 
known, both to ourselves and to others.”

Photo by bev StandiSh/CourteSy Portland youth PhilharMoniC

The Portland Youth Philharmonic is connecting virtually with its community during 
the coronavirus health crisis by conducting weekly video chats for musicians, 
live-streamed concerts and conversations for the public.

Youth Orchestra Online
As concert halls across the country go 

dark due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Portland Youth Philharmonic has made 
significant efforts to connect virtually with 
its community. 

The nation’s first and oldest youth or-
chestra has joined other orchestras to give 
hope and solace to a quarantined public 
by making an unprecedented number of 
online performances and educational re-
sources available free of charge. 

The Portland Youth Philharmonic is 
now featured in the League of American 
Orchestras’ a new Symphony Spot website 
(symphonyspot.org), a one-stop hub of or-
chestra live-streams, videos and digital 
learning events.

In addition, the Portland Youth Philhar-
monic presents “Conversations with the 
Conductor,” on YouTube and Facebook. 
The outreach will continue every Thurs-
day at 6 p.m. for the time being,” says Mu-
sical Director David Hattner. 

 “Each week, I create a short playlist of 
music without identifying the performers. 
I am joined by a panel of musicians, made 
up of fascinating people and friends that 
I have been fortunate to meet during my 
career, and we spend an hour talking about 
the performances.”

All episodes of Conversations with the 
Conductor can also be found on PYP’s 
blog portlandyouthphil.org/blog/conver-
sations.
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New Urgency in Our Calls for Health Justice
COVID-19 from 
the front lines
by leSlie d. gregory

Some of us in the 
frontlines of health care 
have been trying to con-
vince the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) to declare 
racism as a threat to pub-
lic health. We think our proofs are 
strong.

Nearly five years ago, when 
we started the Racism is a Public 
Health Threat campaign in Port-
land,  at Race Talks PDX, hosted 
by long-time community justice 
activist Donna Maxey, a consis-
tent response from both fabricated 
“sides” of the racial divide in this 
country was, “What then?” as if the 
rightness of it were contingent upon 
that response. And my answer was 
the same: They do their job, we do 
our job, the CDC criteria for decla-
ration and protocols for remedy are 
already established.  

Race has always been a frighten-
ing topic for much of America and 
what we see now, as white America 
is on the cusp of being just another 
minority in the USA, is near hyste-
ria from the White House on down. 

The unknown, the fear of loss 
of unearned and largely unrecog-
nized privilege, looms large, es-
pecially in the setting of the most 
divisive and labile political climate 
in memory. Our voice, the call for 
health justice, has been suppressed, 
ignored and rejected. 

The mental health aspects of 
threats to cultural power (or one 
might say “cult of personality”) 
darken our days now—witness 
the orchestrated demonstrations in 
battleground states demanding an 
end to social distancing, as if tem-
porary loss of business is far more 
threatening than a pandemic rag-
ing worse here than in any country 
on Earth, killing more than 2,000 
Americans every day—and yes, 
African Americans at far higher 
rates by the CDC’s own figures.  

“It isn’t what you say, it’s how 
you say it,” I’ve been told.  And my 
response, as a black woman and as 
a primary health care provider, has 
been the same: “It’s been said ev-
ery other way, and yet perceived 
and proven racism continues to 
result in death, illness, or injury 
to the bearer,” so it is the message 
that America just doesn’t want to 
hear and never has.  

While we revere the memory of 
peace makers like Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Gandhi, Mother Teresa 
and Mandela, we fail to learn their 
lessons and walk in their footsteps. 
Their teachings include rising 
above our privilege or lack thereof, 
and seeking equality for all. 

I have been black a long time—I 

am a child of the Civil Rights era. 
I confess to discouragement. We 
Americans are like ignorant and 
immature children peering incred-

ulously through a window 
removed from the dangers 
of the adult world, as if the 
stories of pain and loss are 
made for Netflix, not real. 

That luxury is over, as 
we face dire losses of life 
and our economy. As Bruce 

Lee said:  “Knowing is not enough, 
we must apply. Willing is not 
enough, we must do”; his brilliance 
just another example of the im-
portance of a diverse nation. “We 
don’t have a soul to waste,” cannot 
have more meaning than right now.

With the emergence of 
COVID19, we see all hands on 
deck, mobilized and motivated to 
halt its spread, and most of us are 
appreciative of those working to 
defeat it. Public health campaigns 
bring light and awareness to it and 
funding is found locally if not na-
tionally for those treating it. Lives 
are lost, love is expressed and our 
best selves are called to rise to this 

frightening challenge in unity and 
compassion. What has not changed 
is the disproportionate impact of 
this disease on African Americans. 
We are approximately 13 percent of 
the US population, we are approxi-
mately 33 percent of the COVID19 
mortalities.

And even before all this, the 
Harvard Business Review found 
that racial health disparities are 
associated with substantial annual 
economic losses nationally, includ-
ing an estimated $35 billion in ex-
cess health care expenditures, $10 
billion in illness-related lost pro-
ductivity, and nearly $200 billion 
in premature deaths. Concerted 
efforts to reduce health disparities 
could thus have immense economic 
and social value.

What has also been consistent is 
the callous gaslighting and large-
ly falsifying approach of an enti-
tled economic elite at the highest 
levels that continues to cost lives. 
This accompanies vitriol and lack 
of leadership clearly prolonging 
the misery. Our national health ser-
vices appear woefully inadequate 

to the challenge and behind the ef-
forts of our global neighbors.  

We announce the threat, initi-
ate containment measures, screen 
the most vulnerable, support the 
front line fighters and then wait 
to evaluate those efforts and al-
low our observations to guide next 
steps. This is part of the protocol 
of which so many have been afraid 
and thus reluctant to support our 
campaign. This is the job of our 
national health leadership -- and 
they know it.  

In primary care, which is what 
I do, just as in national health pre-
vention, it is hard to prove a neg-
ative, what would have happened, 
what has been saved. But we see 
“flattening the curve” as just that 
during the pandemic. When will 
we see that in our efforts against 
health disparities if we never call 
out the issue? If we never actually 
make the diagnosis, how will we 
ever flatten the curve and see the 
$billions in savings associated with 
racial health care disparities? 

We get it. Change is frightening. 
Illness is scary, especially when 

mixed messages about medical 
approaches increases confusion 
around action steps. But what 
we’re seeing is at least a light to 
bear on the intersection of greed 
and racism in this moment and 
many are crying for equity and 
justice, recognizing what commu-
nities of color have been experi-
encing for generations.  Now is the 
time, America, to begin the process 
of healing from one virus to learn 
those lessons and apply them to 
another and more persistent one, 
more virulent, costly, unjust and 
long, long overdue, the virus of 
racism.

Join our campaign to force the 
CDC and National Institutes of 
Health to admit that racism is the 
true public health target impact-
ing outcomes for all Americans. 
Cure the infection and not just 
the fever. Visit sign.moveon.org/
petitions/racism-meets-criteria?r_
by=16228964&source=c.fb./

Leslie D. Gregory is a certified 
physician’s assistant focusing on 
preventive cardiology and is Exec-
utive Director of Right to Health.

OpiniOn
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent 
the views of  the Portland Observer. We 
welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. 
Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.
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cLassified

HAZELWOOD APARTMENT COMMUNITY
11939 NE DAVIS STREET

PORTLAND, OREGON 97220
Now accepting applications for federally funded housing 

for those that are 62 years or older, or handicapped/
disabled of any age.  Studio, 1- and 2-bedroom units with 
affordable rents.  Income, age, and student restrictions 

apply.  Call for additional information.

(503) 255-4757 | TTY: (800)735-2900 (OR)
Hzl@viridianmgt.com

“Equal opportunity provider.”

HOLIDAY GARDEN TALENT APARTMENTS
220 HOLIDAY LANE

TALENT, OREGON
Now accepting applications for wait list for federally funded housing 
for those that are sixty-two years of age or older, or handicapped or 
disabled of any age.  Affordable 1 bedroom units with rent based 
on income when available.  Income and student restrictions apply.  
You can also apply online:  www.viridianmgt.com

Project phone #: (541) 535-5866
TTY: 1(800)735-2900 (Oregon properties)

“This institution is an  
equal opportunity Provider”

United Way is hiring a Chief 
Development Officer, responsible 
for oversight of all aspects of 
UWCW’s resource development 
strategies and initiatives. This 
includes maintaining and 
enhancing current efforts and 
creating new resource streams 
through giving campaigns, 
individual and major donor 
programs, planned giving, 
endowment, and in-kind gifts. 
Hiring range: $125,000 to 
$145,000, DOE. For more info 
and to apply:  www.unitedway-
pdx.org/about/careers.  

First review of candidates starting 
May 22, 2020,  EOE.

971-276-8674

Cut, trim, edge,  
power washing, 

hauling, leaf removal, 
cleanup, anything!
FREE ESTIMATES

FAIR PRICING

Theotis Cason
503-287-0855

5015 NE MLK Blvd.
Portland, OR 97211
Catering Available

YOU CALL, WE HAUL

Johnny Huff
(owner/operator)

Scrapping Metal
& Landscape Meintenance

Cell: (971) 263-5516

BUSINESSDIRECTORY

We specialize in a variety 
of cuts for men and 

women, hot towel razor 
shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow 
dryer and Platinum fade.
Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave
Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
Battery Electric Busses, Related Components,  

and Charging Infrastructure
The Clark County Transportation Benefit Area (dba C-TRAN) is 
requesting information and demonstrations from firms that 
manufacture battery-electric busses, related components, and 
charging station infrastructure. Additional information can be found 
at https://www.c-tran.com/about-c-tran/business/procurement/
bid-and-proposal-opportunities. Responses are due no later than 
June 5, 2020. 

Advertise with diversity in The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

or email ads@portlandobserver.com

Need to publish a court 
document or notice? Need 
an affidavit of publication 
quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your 
notice for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L e g a L  N o t i c e s

Despite lifesaving efforts, Quincy Gill died from a gunshot wound 
on Dec. 11 as Portland Police responded to a report of a shooting 
in the area of Northeast Garfield Avenue and Northeast Fremont 
Street around 9:15 p.m. He was 39.

Reward Offered in Man’s Death
Quincy Gill died 
in a shooting last 
December

The Portland Police Bureau, in 
partnership with Crime Stoppers 
of Oregon, is asking for the pub-
lic’s help to solve the December 
2019 homicide of Quincy Gill. 

Despite lifesaving efforts, Gill 
died from a gunshot wound on 
Dec. 11 as Portland Police re-
sponded to a report of a shooting 
in the area of Northeast Garfield 
Avenue and Northeast Fremont 
Street around 9:15 p.m. He was 
39.

The Oregon State Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office conducted an au-
topsy and determined the cause of 
death was homicide. There is no 
suspect information in this case, 
authorities said.

Crime Stoppers of Oregon of-
fers cash rewards of up to $2,500 
cash for information, reported 
to Crime Stoppers, that leads to 

an arrest in any unsolved felo-
ny crime and tipsters can remain 
anonymous. 

Visit the App Store and down-
load P3 Tips to submit secure and 
anonymous tips; visit online at 
p3tips.com/823 or call 503-823-

HELP (4357). 
Crime Stoppers of Oregon is 

funded 100% by community do-
nations. To support Crime Stop-
pers with a donation, or to view 
other unsolved cases, visit crimes-
toppersoforegon.com/.

All Teased Up 
Hair Salon & Barbershop
Covid-19 Special

Space Available for 
Barbers and Stylists

Contact: 
Janet Henderson

503-449-2555
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Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience
• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

We are located at:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050  •  Fax 503-227-8757
michael.harper.cuik@statefarm.com

State Farm R

Agent

Providing Insurance  
and Financial Services

Michael E Harper

Home Office, Bloomingon, Illinois 61710

Sweet Street Food Cart

Seasonal Specials
Wednesday Special: 3 Wings $3.00

Friday Special: Rib Sandwich, Beef or Pork, $5.00

Located at 15th and Alberta
call 503-995-6150 to place order

Mon. - Sat., 11:00am - 7:00pm  •  Closed Sunday

In Loving Memory
Mary Joyce Brannon
July 29, 1931 -- May 11, 2020

Mary Joyce Brannon was born in Northeast Texas 
in the small town of Daingerfield to Herman and Ida 
Gilstrap in 1931.

She attended school in Texas and graduated from 
Rhodes High School a year ahead of time. She at-
tended Bishop College, which is where she met her 
future husband, Harel Brannon.

After marrying, Harel was drafted into the mil-
itary. While enlisted, he visited Oregon and fell in 
love with this side of the country. After Harel was 
honorably discharged from the military, they moved 
to Portland. Upon moving to the area, Mary said it 
“rained inside and outside” and she was not imme-
diately fond of the city. However, the rainy season 
ended and Mary began to like and even love Oregon.

Mary had a long career in education, teaching 
in the primary grades for Portland Public Schools. 
After retiring, she enjoyed participating in social 
groups, travelling, going to church, and shopping 

with her dear friend Jeannette Allen who drove her 
to church every Sunday.

Mary will be missed dearly, as everyone who 
came in contact with her said she was a sweet and 
wonderful lady. 
Her family fond-
ly referred to 
her as “Queen 
B.” She will be 
missed by all 
who knew her.

Mary is sur-
vived by her 
sons, James 
Brannon (Linda 
Brannon, daugh-
ter-in-law) and 
Michael Bran-
non; sister Verda 
Allen, and a host 
of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, 
grandchildren, 
family and numerous friends.

Obituary

Families with children who are eligible for free or reduced-price 
school meals will now be getting cash benefits applied to EPT 
cards for the meals they would have received at schools that are 
closed because of the coronavirus pandemic.

New Cash Benefits for School Meals
Families 
impacted by 
pandemic get 
extra help

The Oregon Department of Hu-
man Services and the Oregon De-
partment of Education announced  
this month that the USDA Food 
and Nutrition Service authorized 
DHS to provide Oregon P-EBT 
Pandemic School Meal Re-
placement Benefits to more than 
351,000 students receiving free 
or reduced-price school meals in 
Oregon, including almost 147,000 
students already receiving nutri-
tion assistance.

Households will receive bene-
fits equivalent to one free lunch 
and one free breakfast for each 
eligible child – $5.70 per nor-
mal school day for the months of 
March, April, May and June.

The benefits will support stu-
dent’s nutritional needs during 
a time of crisis and uncertainty, 
said Dustin Melton, director of 
the state’s child nutrition pro-
grams.

Oregon families with chil-
dren who are eligible for free 
or reduced-price school meals 
will get the cash benefits for the 
meals they would have received 

at school even if they have been 
accessing meals from schools 
during the closure, officials said.

Eligible Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) households will have 
their March, April and May ben-
efits automatically deposited to 
their existing Electronic Bene-
fit Transfer (EBT) accounts by 
the end of May, officials said. 
Students who get free or re-
duced-price school meals from 

the Oregon Department of Hu-
man Services but do not receive 
SNAP benefits will automatical-
ly receive an Oregon Trail Card 
in the mail.

Families who have experi-
enced significant income loss 
also become eligible for free

or reduced-price school meals, 
and there is still time to apply. 
Apply online at ode.state.or.us/
apps/FRLApp/Default or contact 
your local school.

Test ASAP
Continued froM Page 2

shaking with chills, muscle pain, 
headache, sore throat and new 
loss of taste or smell.

 “It’s important that people 
get tested as soon as they begin 
experiencing COVID-19 symp-
toms,” said Dr. Alan Melnick, 

Clark County health officer and 
Public Health director. “Early 
testing and identification of cases 
enables Public Health to isolate 
those who are sick and quarantine 
their close contacts. Doing this as 
early as possible will help us to 
slow the spread of COVID-19 in 
our community.”

Most health care facilities now 
offer COVID-19 testing. Testing 

should come at no cost to the 
patient, whether they have insur-
ance or not. The Washington state 
insurance commissioner is re-
quiring insurers to waive co-pays 
and deductibles for COVID-19 
testing.

For additional informa-
tion about COVID-19 in Clark 
County, visit clark.wa.gov/pub-
lic-health/novel-coronavirus.
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The University of Western States, a Portland chiropractic college since 1904, has moved its campus 
to a former corporate headquarters for Banfield Pet Hospital, located at 8000 N.E. Tillamook St.

Chiropractic College Moves Campus
educatiOn&careers

University of 
Western States 
has served 
Portland since 
1904

University of Western States, a 
private integrated health sciences 
university in Portland and second 
oldest chiropractic university in 
the world, has relocated its cam-
pus to a vibrant leading-edge fa-
cility at 8000 N.E. Tillamook St.

The new campus includes a 
150,000-square-foot structure 
constructed in 2006 that formerly 
housed the world corporate head-
quarters of Banfield Pet Hospital. 
The university was previously lo-
cated at 2900 N.E. 132nd Ave. in 
Portland.

The university had originally 
planned to open its new campus 
doors for the spring quarter last 
April 6. Instead, administrators 
quickly regrouped and worked 
closely with the school’s infor-

mation technology department to 
shift all classes online, allowing 
students to focus on distance learn-
ing services during COVID-19 
shelter-in-place orders. 

“As an institution of higher 
learning that has been in Portland 
since its inception in 1904, we are 
celebrating this relocation and our 
commitment to the community,” 

said Dr. Joseph Brimhall, president 
of UWS. “Despite the global pan-
demic, we succeeded in meeting 
our timeline and completing this 
complex relocation. I am proud 

of our team for accomplishing 
this historic move in the midst of 
challenging circumstances. This 
campus relocation enhances op-
portunities for collaboration with 
other institutions and community 
partners and fosters a healthy and 
sustainable center for generations.

UWS currently employs more 
than 150 on-campus staff mem-
bers and enrolls more than 1,200 
students in the fields of chiroprac-
tic medicine, human nutrition and 
functional medicine, sports med-
icine, diagnostic imaging, sport 
and performance psychology, and 
clinical mental health counseling. 

Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler 
extended his congratulations to 
UWS students, Dr. Brimhall and 
the university team, stating, “It’s 
great to see the University of West-
ern States settling into its newly 
relocated campus in the Northeast 
quadrant. Especially during this 
challenging time in our world, 
I’m impressed at how quickly 
they adapted to a distance learn-
ing format to protect the health of 
their students. As one of Portland’s 
oldest institutions of higher learn-
ing, UWS will no doubt thrive in 
its new environment and continue 
to create the future leaders of our 
community.”

In her new book, Women of 
Color in Tech: A Blueprint for In-
spiring and Mentoring the Next 
Generation of Technology Inno-
vators, award-win-
ning tech profession-
al, Susanne Tedrick 
encourages women 
of color to pursue 
careers in technology 
and provides a road-
map to break through 
barriers and build a 
rewarding and suc-
cessful career in tech. 

For too long, 
women of color have 
been underrepre-
sented in tech and 
many have not had 
the access to strong 
support networks or 
resources to build 
successful careers 
in the tech industry. 
With several years 
in the technology 
industry, Tedrick un-
derstands the many challenges 
that young women of color face 
and has written her book in hopes 
of inspiring the next generation of 
women to explore careers in tech 

and provides a road-map to navi-
gating the industry and building a 
rewarding future. 

Tedrick says, “I wrote this book 
for women of color who may have 
the spark and curiosity in pursuing 
a path in tech, but perhaps, may 
need some guidance and clarity on 

what a tech career could look like 
beyond the ones we traditionally 
associate with the industry. I also 
wanted to provide actionable and 
practical steps that they can take 

now to build their careers, even 
if that path changes in the future. 
Finally, I wanted to talk openly on 
specific issues that may be a chal-
lenge for them - bias, imposter 
syndrome, mental health and lack 
of strong support systems among 
a few - and strategies to help navi-

gate them through.” 
Through her own experience 

of transitioning into the tech in-
dustry, Tedrick shares inspiring 
stories and practical, real-world 
advice to arm young women with 
the tools and knowledge they need 
to develop their skills, follow in-
dustry trends, find mentors and 
a support network, and cultivate 
strong relationships to build a suc-
cessful career. 

A road map to 
breaking barriers

Helping Women Pursue Technology Careers

Susanne Tedrick


