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New Start for De La Salle North

Losing Bid Upsets Immigrant Group

High school for underserved 
completes new campus

De La Salle North Catholic High 
School, a college-preparatory high school 
for underserved students and the most 
diverse private school in Oregon, has 
opened a permanent new campus along-
side St. Charles Church in northeast Port-
land 

The completion marks the beginning of 
a new chapter for the 20-year-old institu-
tion known for its unique and transforma-
tive education. The school is the first new 
Catholic high school campus in Portland 
in more than 50 years. 

De La Salle North Catholic High 
School prepares urban students with lim-
ited educational opportunities for college 
by providing a rigorous, faith-based edu-
cation emphasizing math, science and lan-
guage arts. No one is turned away because 
of an inability to pay.

Now located near the southeast corner 
of Northeast 42nd Avenue and Killing-
sworth Street, the school is co-located 
with St. Charles Parish, which previous-

ly operated a Catholic grade school from 
1950 to 1986. Since it opened in 2001, De 
La Salle North Catholic has rented its two 
past locations, most recently the Kenton 
building from Portland Public Schools.

The permanent new home provides 
stability, sustainability and a sense of be-
longing, school officials said. 

“We began our search for a new home 
more than five years ago and it has been a 
roller coaster as we navigated through the 
search, the agreement with St. Charles, 
the design of the new campus, the fund-
raising for the new school and the global 
pandemic, said Oscar Leong, De La Salle 
North president.

Gabriella Quinto Alfaro, a 2016 De 
La Salle North graduate who now works 
as a business office associate, is one of 
four alumnae who currently works for 
the school.

Photo courtesy Andrea Lonas Photography 
James Broadous II helps usher in a new permanent home for De La Salle North 
Catholic High School during a ceremony celebrating the completion of a renova-
tion and construction at the former St. Charles Elementary School site, next door 
to St Charles Church near Northeast 42nd and Killingsworth. Broadous serves as 
the school’s vice principal for student life and boys basketball coach.

Leader expresses deep disappointment

African Youth and Community Organization (AYCO) Founder and Executive Director 
Jamal Dar translates for Amran Goni as she gives a speech in Somali during a 
recent town hall.

By Beverly Corbell
The Portland Observer

In February, when Jamal Dar of the Af-
rican Youth and Community Organization 
(AYCO) signed a two-year lease for a Met-
ro government-owned building at North-
east Glisan and 74th Avenue, he hoped it 
would be a permanent home for his non-
profit, even though plans called for the site 
to eventually be demolished for new af-
fordable housing.

Dar said AYCO even entered a housing 
proposal for the development, the former 
Trinity Broadcasting site, and is deeply 
disappointed that Metro instead selected a 
New York-based firm, Related Northwest, 
and he’s not satisfied with the selection 
process.

“I just want to know more, get more in-
formation about what criteria were used, 
what score sheet was used, and what kind 
of calculations were used for the score 
sheet,” he said.

Now that his group is out of the compe-

tition, Dar is looking to raise funds for a 
new building for AYCO, which serves ref-
ugees from the African continent, mostly 
from Somalia. Donations can be made to 
http://aycoworld.org/donate-now.

Dar said he has reached out to City 
Commissioner Dan Ryan, who oversees 
the Portland Housing Bureau, the Bureau 
of Development Services, and the Joint 
Office of Homeless Services, to get some 
answers, but has not heard back after more 
than a week.

“He hasn’t returned my phone calls or 
letter,” Dar said. “We are just looking for 
the opportunity so Commissioner Ryan can 
explain the funding priorities, how they 
shifted to a company from New York that 
is not a nonprofit.”

The AYCO proposal, which included 
collaboration with REACH Communi-
ty Development, Sera Architects, Black-
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Photo by Mason Trinca/Courtesy Earthjustice
The Owens-Brockway’s glass facility is located in the Cully Neighborhood, north of Columbia 
Boulevard and just west of I-205.

Glass Plant Will Make Fix or Close
Company has 
emitted toxins 
for decades

A glass recycling plant in 
the Cully neighborhood of 
northeast Portland has con-
sented to either shut down or 
install pollution control tech-
nology, according to an agree-
ment announced between the 
plant’s operators and the state 
of Oregon.

The Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality gave 
Owens-Brockway the two op-
tions after it reached an agree-
ment with the company to re-
solve a fine of more than $1 
million for pollution violations 
it issued in June. The glass 
plant was cited for multiple, 
ongoing air quality violations 
of particulate matter emissions 
as well as permitted opacity.

A recent report by environ-
mental advocates highlighted 
the ongoing heath risks posed 
by air emissions from the 
plant, which does not follow 
the same set of air regulations 
as similar emitters because it 
was built before the Clear Air 
Act took effect in 1978, offi-

cials said.
“It has been clear for years 

that this facility is pumping 
many different kinds of harm-
ful pollution into the Cully 
neighborhood,” Mary Peveto, 
executive director of Neigh-
bors for Clear Air, said in the 
report.

DEQ Northwest Regional 

Administrator Nina DeConci-
ni was hopeful that the com-
pany will continue to operate 
but with new safeguards. The 
company has not announced 
which direction it will eventu-
ally take.

 “The best thing Ow-
ens-Brockway could do to 
come into compliance and pro-

tect the community is to install 
pollution controls,” DeConcini 
said in a statement. “And if the 
facility decides to install pol-
lution controls, this agreement 
requires they demonstrate that 
the controls achieve a 95% re-
duction in particulate matter 
emissions.”

Teen Named National 
Miss Juneteenth
Winner a voice for equality, positivity

Aceia Spade is helping put 
Oregon on the map after being 
crowned National Miss June-
teenth.

The 17-year old from Eugene 
won the national title during a 
pageant held Oct. 16 in Tulsa, 
Okla., coming the same year that 
the United States made June-
teenth a federal holiday and Ore-
gon made it a state holiday.

Spade’s platform for the schol-
arship pageant was equality. She 
spoke about being a voice for 
other black girls and being part 
of a positive movement in the 
Black community, bonding with 
others like her. She credited her 
ancestral roots for moving her 
spirit to compete in the contest.

Spade was supported by the 
Juneteenth Oregon organiza-
tion, founded by the late Clara 
Mae Peoples, a retired Black 
educator and school counselor 
who introduced the tradition to 
her co-workers in Oregon back 
in 1945 when she moved from 
Muskogee, Okla. to Portland to 
work at the Kaiser Shipyards. In 

Aceia Spade won the crown as 
Miss Juneteenth in a national 
pageant held Oct. 16 in Tulsa, 
Oka. She is pursuing her platform 
on equality and being the voice 
for other Black girls promoting a 
positive environment.

The Week in Review

Karina LeBlanc

Thorns Name Black GM 
Former Portland Thorns goalkeeper Karina LeB-
lanc, a Black executive of women’s soccer on the 
national stage, was named the team’s new gener-
al manager Monday. Officials say LeBlanc will 
serve as the central leader for the team while also 
having an integral voice on key business decisions 
related to the club.

Church Massacre Settlement
The Department of Justice announced an $88 
million settlement on Thursday with victims of 
a white supremacist who shot dead nine Black 
churchgoers in Charleston, South Carolina in 
2015. The settlement stems from allegations that 
the FBI was negligent when it failed to prohibit 
the sale of a gun to the attacker, Dylan Roof, who 
had a prior criminal record.

80% Vaccination Rate 
The Oregon Health Authority reported last week 
that 80% of Oregonians 18 and older have had at 
least one does in their vaccination series against 
COVID-19. When including children, Oregon 
has fully vaccinated 63 percent of all residents.

Inmate Education Sought
Oregon U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden announced last 
week that he is cosponsoring legislation that 
would expand access to education for Americans 
in federal prisons. “Improving educational op-
portunities in prison helps to reduce recidivism 
rates, which benefits both the community and the 
people returning to it with the hope of finding 
jobs and becoming productive citizens,” Wyden 
said.

Resident Shot While Sleeping
A Portland man was fortunate to avoid serious in-
jury when he was struck by a bullet that pierced 
his bedroom while he was sleeping. It happened 
Friday at 1:45 a.m. near Southeast 130th and Pow-
ell. Police don’t believe he was an intended target. 
At least 5 bullets hit the residence and another 
damaged a parked vehicle out front.

Unmasked Disrupt Meeting
The Portland School Board ended an in-person 
meeting last week over a proposed COVID-19 
vaccine mandate for children 12 and older. It hap-
pened after unmasked protesters, many not from 
outside the district, showed up and disrupted the 
meeting with noisy outbursts and refusals to don 
face coverings. Continued on Page 5
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More School Vaccine Clinics
District plans for 
wide distribution

In anticipation of final approval of COVID-19 vaccines for 5 to 11 year olds, Portland Public Schools 
will host multiple pediatric vaccination clinics.

As part of its ongoing work to provide 
students, their families, and the broader 
community with more health protections 
against COVID-19, Portland Public Schools 
has announced that it will host pediatric 
vaccination clinics at eight local elementary 
schools in the coming weeks.

“Schools have long served as trusted 
community hubs. They are ideal locations 
to help administer vaccines rapidly and ef-
ficiently. We’re proud to partner with Kai-
ser Permanente and Medical Teams Inter-

national in providing yet another layer of 
COVID-19 mitigation to PPS families,” 
said PPS Superintendent Guadalupe Guer-
rero.

 “Many of us grew up with our parents 
recounting their experience of what it was 
like to receive the polio vaccine at their lo-
cal school. The relief, the enthusiasm that 
they felt to finally gain protection against 
a virus that had deeply impacted their com-
munities...this time is no different,” Guer-
rero said.  

Working in partnership with Kaiser Per-
manente and Medical Teams International, 

Homeless Crisis Response to Grow
Leaders pledge new $38 
million investment

(AP)  — Government leaders for Portland 
and Multnomah County on Monday pledged 
a new $38 million investment to address the 
ongoing homeless crisis, monies made pos-
sible by unforeseen higher business tax rev-
enues.

The plan is to create 400 more shelter 
beds, increase the number of outreach work-
ers, expand behavioral health services, and 
fund community cleanup programs.

“We didn’t get here overnight. The house-
less crisis has been chipping away at the 
city’s soul for over a decade,” Portland City 
Commissioner Dan Ryan said at a news con-
ference. “There’s zero denial about the im-
pact of this crisis on our street and (that) it’s 
having on our city.”

Portland, like other major cities, is in the 

midst of a homeless crisis that has been exac-
erbated by the pandemic.

Residents, advocates, businesses and orga-
nizations have urged the city to do more to 
address the issue — in the form of additional 
housing, mental health resources, cleanups 
and increased public safety.

Need to publish a court document or notice? Need an affidavit of 
publication quickly and efficiently? Please fax or e-mail your notice 
for a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015
e-mail:  classifieds@portlandobserver.com

The Portland Observer
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Losing Bid Upsets Immigrant Group
Continued from front

owned Colas Construction, Community 
Vision, and El Programa Hispano, called 
for 141 affordable units while the Relat-
ed NW proposal called for 137 units, Dar 
said. 

Ryan was not available for an interview 
on short notice last week, but his spokes-
woman, Margaux Weeke, sent a lengthy 
email response from PHB director Shan-
non Callahan, to several questions, includ-
ing, “Why did the city choose to award the 
bid to Related Companies?”

First, Callahan pointed out that the City 
Council did not play a role in the bid pro-
cess, but that the Housing Bureau received 
five proposals for the new building. Pro-
posals first went through an initial “two-
step intensive review process,” she wrote, 
including a technical and financial feasi-
bility committee and a community review 
committee.

“The project selected through that pro-
cess was proposed by a development team 
that includes IRCO (Immigrant and Ref-
ugee Community Organization), Catholic 
Charities and Related NW,” Callahan stat-
ed. “Out of the five project proposals re-
ceived, the proposal submitted by REACH 
CDC in partnership with AYCO ranked 
third, based on the criteria and parameters 
set forth in the solicitation.”

The selection of Related Northwest is 

currently under review by Metro, she stat-
ed.

“Metro has shared with us that they 
have been clear with AYCO throughout 
the process of temporary leasing and com-
munity engagement that the project/devel-
oper selection process for the site would 
be a competitive one,” Callahan wrote. 
“Ultimately, the proposal they were part of 
was not selected through the competitive 
process led by Portland Housing Bureau. 
We are sympathetic that this is a disap-
pointment.” 

Regardless, Dar is not satisfied and said 
he has requested a meeting with Metro 
Council President Lynn Peterson to ask 
her about transparency the selection pro-
cess. He said he expects to meet with her 
sometime this week.

Dar, a native of Somalia, started AYCO 
in 2008 as athletic mentorship program 
for six East African boys who were school 
dropouts. Through engaging them in 
sports, he was able to get them back in 
school and the organization has grown 
enormously since then.

Today, AYCO has a staff of 16 and pro-
grams for youth, families, health and dis-
ability, psychological-social services and 
rental assistance, and serves more than 
20,000 community members each year, 
Dar said.

Many of AYCO’s staff have similar 
backgrounds to the people they serve.

“We understand the language, we un-

derstand the culture, and we’ve also been 
in the school system so we know how to 
navigate in school,” said Nuradin Ab-
dirahman, who works in AYCO’s Uplift 
program that helps middle, high school 
and college-bound students.

In a recent interview, Dar said AYCO 
is serving about 2,000 people a month and 
has invested “too much money in new 
equipment and supplies to simply walk 
away come next November.”

According to the Portland Tribune, 
Metro spokesman Nick Christensen called 
AYCO “a wonderful partner” and hoped 
to collaborate with the nonprofit in the fu-
ture.

“We are sympathetic that this is a disap-
pointment and hope AYCO will be able to 
find a permanent home,” Christensen said.

AYCO receives funding from the city, 
Metro, Oregon Community Foundation, 
the Collins Foundation, Oregon Depart-
ment of Education, Nike Community Im-
pact Fund, Oregon Department of Human 
Services, CareOregon, and more.

“We are trying to kind of bridge the gap 
when it comes to mental health and sub-
stance abuse, when it comes to domestic 
violence, when it comes to hate and Is-
lamaphobia,” Dar said.

In terms of a new space, Dar says 
AYCO needs a center that includes a 
multi-use athletic space, offices, confer-
ence room, commercial kitchen, Head 
Start classroom, reception area and shared 

workspace. He would like to have space 
in the new building or somewhere in the 
Montavilla neighborhood, where many 
East African immigrants live.

The organization’s current one-story 
building at 432 N.E 7th Ave. is owned by 
Metro and the Housing Bureau. It will be 
demolished ahead of a new $56 million af-
fordable housing project, including $19.5 
million from a 2018 regional housing 
bond.

According to a news release from the 
city, Related Northwest’s plans call for 
constructing two buildings, one with 41 
units of permanent supportive housing, 
supporting people of color, seniors, home-
less persons and survivors of domestic vi-
olence or sexual assault.

The second building will have 96 units 
of family housing to target “BIPOC, se-
niors, immigrant and refugee households 
and intergenerational families.” Catholic 
Charities will provide case management 
and the Immigrant & Refugee Communi-
ty Organization will provide resident ser-
vices.

Planned amenities include a communi-
ty room and kitchen, laundry room, play-
ground, picnic area, community garden, 
bike parking, surface parking, and onsite 
multicultural preschool. The project team 
is also partnering with Mercy Corps NW 
to promote small business classes and of-
fer two retail incubator spaces and a café 
in the ground-floor commercial space.



Page 5  November 3, 2021

More School Vaccine Clinics
Continued from Page 3

PPS will offer COVID-19 
vaccines to students at Boi-
se-Eliot/Humboldt Elemen-
tary, Cesar Chavez School, 
Faubion School, Lent Ele-
mentary, Rigler Elementa-
ry, Rosa Parks Elementary, 
Scott Elementary and Sitton 
Elementary.

Historically, school vac-
cine clinics have been more 
convenient for parents and 
guardians, as children are 
already present in the school 
and do not have to travel to a 
different location to receive 
their vaccine. 

Clinics will be held after 
school dismissal and into the 
evening, allowing more par-
ents to conveniently vacci-
nate their children at a time 
when they may already be 
picking them up for the day 
or after work hours. Parents 
will receive information 
about the clinics first, then 
it will be shared with the 
general public. Additional 
school sites for vaccines are 
also anticipated in the fu-

ture.
The pilot partnership with 

Kaiser Permanente and Med-
ical Teams International is 
part of a broader, nationwide 
effort to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 — particularly 
among children where case 
numbers have risen in recent 
weeks. The Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine for children between 
5 and 11 has received emer-
gency use authorization by 
the FDA, and is expected to 
be fully authorized by the 
CDC in the coming weeks. 

“Life during these last few 
months of the pandemic has 
been especially complicated 
for parents of young children 
because their kids haven’t 
been eligible for the vac-
cine,” said Dr. Lisa Denike, 
chief of Pediatrics at Kaiser 
Permanente. “Being able to 
vaccinate this age group is a 
big step forward in keeping 
our kids safe while they’re 
at school and out in the com-
munity, limiting the spread 
of COVID, and bringing this 
pandemic to an end.”

COVID-19 vaccines and 

booster shots will also be 
available to PPS parents and 
guardians. In order to receive 
a vaccine, a student must be 
accompanied by their par-
ent or guardian. The vac-
cine mandate currently being 
discussed by the PPS Board 
would not apply to children 
ages 5 to 11. The Board is 
currently only considering a 
mandate for students ages 12 
and older.

 “One day our students will 
recount their own experienc-
es of receiving a vaccine that 
changed the course of their 
generation’s pandemic for 
the better,” said Superin-
tendent Guerrero. “Vaccina-
tion is the best tool we have 
to help keep our students, 
and our broader communi-
ty, healthy and safe. We’re 
grateful to collaborate with 
partners to make this upcom-
ing vaccination opportunity 
available and accessible to 
our families.”

Visit pps.net to learn more 
about the district’s protocols 
for keeping students and 
staff safe from COVID-19.

Under the terms of the 
agreement, Owens-Brock-
way must either submit a 
permit application to in-
stall pollution controls by 
June 30 or shut down. If the 
company decides to install 
pollution control technolo-
gy, it would have to do so 
within 18 months of DEQ 
approval of the application.

DEQ spokesperson Lau-
ren Wirtis said the $1 mil-
lion fine will be cut by more 
than half under conditions 
that the company takes the 
major steps needed to im-
prove air or water quality or 
reduce hazardous waste.

Cully residents and en-
vironmental organizations 
have been asking feder-
al and state regulators for 
stricter air quality enforce-
ment for the facility. 

Earthjustice, a public-in-
terest environmental law 
organization, conducted 
an air modeling study that 
found the  plant was emit-

Glass Plant Fix or Close
Continued from Page 2 ting harmful pollutants, 

including nitrogen oxides, 
sulfur dioxide and lead 
into the surrounding envi-
ronment, impacting three 
nearby schools and a park 
where youth play and get 
exercise.

Segio Lopez, climate and 
transportation program co-
ordinator for Verde, a non-
profit group in the Cully 
Neighborhood, was hope-
ful the agreement between 
the plant and DEQ would 
resolve some of their con-
cerns.

 “This a huge step in the 
path forward for our commu-
nity,” he said. “There’s still 
more work to do and the fight 
for good continues. Thank 
you to the many organiza-
tions, community partners 
and community members 
whose advocacy, engage-
ment, and organizing pushed 
this agreement forward. To-
gether we can hold polluters 
accountable.”

--Associated Press con-
tributed to this story

Pfizer Shots for 
Kids Approved

U.S. health officials on 
Tuesday gave the final signoff 
to Pfizer’s kid-size COVID-19 
shot, a major expansion of 
the nation’s vaccination cam-
paign.

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration already authorized 
the shots for children ages 5 
to 11 — doses just a third of 
the amount given to teens and 
adults. But the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion recommends who should 
receive FDA-cleared vaccines.

The announcement by CDC 
director Dr. Rochelle Walen-
sky came only hours after an 
advisory panel unanimously 
decided Pfizer’s shots should 
be opened to the 28 million 
youngsters in that age group.

Millions of shots made 
by Pfizer and its partner Bi-
oNTech have already been 
shipped to states, doctors’ of-
fices and pharmacies, to be 
ready for CDC’s decision.

 “Today is a monumental 
day in the course of this pan-
demic,” Walensky told the 
advisory panel as it began its 

deliberations earlier Tuesday.
She said while the risk of se-

vere disease and death is lower 
in young children than adults, 
it is real — and that COVID-19 
has had a profound social, mental 
health and educational impact on 
youngsters, including widening 
disparities in learning.

“There are children in the sec-
ond grade who have never expe-
rienced a normal school year,” 
Walensky said. “Pediatric vacci-
nation has the power to help us 
change all of that.”

The 5- to 11-year-olds will 
receive two shots, three weeks 
apart, the same schedule as ev-
eryone else -- but using a smaller 
needle.

Many parents have clamored 
for vaccine protection for young-
sters so they can resume normal 
childhood activities without risk-
ing their own health — or fear 
bringing the virus home to a more 
vulnerable family member. But 
CDC’s advisers said they rec-
ognize many parents also have 
questions, and may be fearful of 
the vaccine because of rampant 
misinformation.
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Art, Justice and Opportunity

Every day thousands of people 
pass by Open Signal’s building on 
Northeast Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard at Graham Street. Pass 
by the building today, and you'll 
get to see the latest temporary 
mural created by Jose Ruiz Val-
entine, a 20-year old Portland art-
ist who graduated from Rosemary 
Anderson High School in 2019.

The mural design reflects Val-

entine’s Chicano history and cul-
ture. The large, colorful design 
depicting a serpent and catholic 
imagery is titled Venerated Moth-
er.

In a partnership between Open 
Signal and another nonprofit, the 
Regional Arts & Culture Council, 
called Fresh Paint, the artists are 
selected for this professional de-
velopment opportunity. The ini-
tiative provides emerging artists 
of color with a paid opportunity 
to paint a public mural for the 
first time in Portland.

With a focus on graffiti and 
various forms of illustrative art, 

Valentine has been involved with 
local youth and artistic groups in-
cluding the Red Stone Collective 
and Morpheus Youth Project for 
years. He uses art as a way to seek 
restorative justice in his life and 
works to help youth make posi-
tive changes in their own lives.

“I feel blessed to have the op-
portunity to share this iconog-
raphy on a large public mural,” 
Valentine explains in his artist 
statement. “I want to make this 
type of artwork and cultural ico-
nography accessible for everyone 
to see. I'm especially excited to 
share it with those whose roots 

relate with this work.”
The Fresh Paint partnership is 

designed to support artists like 
Valentine, who don’t have expe-
rience with publicly funded com-
missions. 

“We want to get up-and-coming 
artists like Jose the support and 
resources they need to develop a 
new skill set and build their port-
folio,” explains Salvador Mayor-
al, who facilitates RACC’s Public 
Art Murals Program. “For many 
of the selected artists, the mural 
projects have led to other public 
commissions or funding opportu-
nities.”

Portland artist Jose Ruiz Valentine reflects on Chicano history and culture with his mural “Venerated Mother” on the side of Open Signal’s building on Northeast Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard. 

Emerging 
artists get paid 
for work
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(AP) — Tupac Shakur’s hand-

written lyrics from classic songs 
such as “California Love” and 
“Dear Mama” along with galleries 
that pay homage to his upbringing 
and late mother are among the 
features in a massive touring mu-
seum exhibit.

The Shakur Estate announced 
Tuesday that the “ Tupac Shakur. 
Wake Me When I’m Free ” will 
open Jan. 21 in Los Angeles. The 
exhibit is described as a fully im-
mersive, thought-provoking mu-
seum experience that explores the 
life and legacy of the late rapper.

Shakur, one of the most pro-
lific figures in hip-hop, died in 
1996 from gunshot wounds. 
He was 25.

The exhibit is expected to 
spend six months in Los An-
geles with the hopes of touring 
other cities.

“There are thousands of pieces 
of paper, handwritten pieces of 
paper – which is everything from 
his lyrics to all of the songs and 
poetry that you know down to a 
grocery list for a birthday party,” 
said Arron Saxe, president of Kin-
folk Management + Media, who is 
working with Shakur’s estate.

 “The whole point of this exhib-
it was to not only show the kalei-
doscopic nature of Tupac, but also 
show how he is relatable,” Saxe 
said. “There are incredible pieces 
of clothing. This exhibit is also a 
mix of contemporary art and tech-
nology too. Many of the artifacts 
have never been seen before.”

The 20,000-square foot exhib-
it will showcase Shakur’s music, 
poetry, wardrobe, activism jour-
ney and other items in galleries.

One of the galleries will be ded-
icated to the rapper’s late mother, 
Afeni Shakur, the former Black 
Panther who inspired the work of 

her son. She died in 2016.
Saxe said Shakur’s moth-

er is the “guiding light” of 
the exhibition.

“Afeni was the baddest Black 
woman to walk the planet,” said 
Jamal Joseph, the rapper’s god-
father and special advisor to 
the estate, in a statement. “She 
raised awareness and shifted 
the atmosphere wherever she 
went. Tupac’s brilliance shined 
brighter than the sun. He lived 
and moved with creative - rev-
olutionary - fearless-passion fu-
eled speed of a comet. Afeni and 
Pac challenged, re-imagined, and 
transformed history.”

Shakur’s estate-sanctioned 
museum experience is produced 
in partnership with Universal 
Music Group, CAA, Round 
Room Live and Kinfolk Manage-
ment + Media.

“Tupac Shakur was my Mal-
colm; he was my Martin, and to 
build an experience that honors 
such a prolific man, cannot be 
summed up in words,” said Jer-
emy Hodges, whose firm, Proj-
ect Art Collective, is working 
with The Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame on the creative portion 
of the exhibit. “We wanted to 
create a memorable experience 
that will inspire you to be bet-
ter than when you walked in, 
all while leaving you with the 
knowledge that he was a true 
revolutionary spirit.”

Touring Exhibit on Tupac’s Legacy 
Showcasing 
music, poetry 
and activism

Tupac Shakur

Welcome Maestro Geter

Damien Geter 

Portland Opera is open-
ing a new season with a 
new interim music direc-
tor.

Damien Geter, a com-
poser based in Portland, is 
known for infusing clas-
sical music with various 
styles from the Black Di-
aspora to further the case 
for social justice, He is 
an acclaimed compos-
er whose growing body 
of work includes cham-
ber, vocal, and orchestral 
works. 

Recently, his compo-
sitions have been com-

missioned for Resonance 
Ensemble (An African 
American Requiem), The 
Washington Chorus (Can-
tata for a Hopeful Tomor-
row), Washington Nation-
al Opera, Opera Theater 
Oregon (Invisible), the 
University of Michigan 
(The Justice Symphony), 
and All Classical Portland 
(Neo-Soul). 

Geter also is an ac-
claimed bass-baritone and 
actor with performance 
credits ranging from the 
operatic stage to the tele-
vision screen.  He is the 
artistic advisor for the 
social justice-focused 
award-winning vocal en-
semble Resonance Ensem-
ble and is a scholarly au-
thor and educator.

This past season, Geter 

curated Portland Opera’s 
production of Journeys 
to Justice, in tandem with 
the launch of Portland Op-
era Onscreen. Since July 
of 2020, he  has acted as 
co-Artistic Advisor for 
Portland Opera.

A native of Chesterfield 
County, Va., Geter re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree 
in music education from 
Old Dominion Universi-
ty, and a master’s degree 
in conducting at Indiana 
State University. 

Portland Opera’s 21/22 
season commenced with 
Tosca on Friday at the 
Keller Auditorium, di-
rected by Linda Brovsky 
and conducted by Tiffany 
Chang. Tickets and infor-
mation can be found at 
portlandopera.org. 

Damien Geter 
helps guide 
new season 
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Pick up at the Sickle Cell Anemia Foundation of Oregon
4566 NE 87th Ave | Portland, OR 97220 | Ph. (503) - 249 - 1366  

 

Turkey Giveaway - Saturday, November 20 at 1 - 3pm 

Free with turkey for Sickle Cell Clients

Notebook:  Contains medical profiles 
and protocols signed by primary care 
physicians to enhance assistance to care.
warm blanket and water bottle

SICKLE CELL ANEMIA FOUNDATION OF OREGON

THANKSGIVING TURKEY & 
CHRISTMAS TOY GIVEAWAY

FREE TURKEY
Register by Nov 11

First 30 Sickle Cell Patients 
registered get a $25 Gift Card

Must have proof of the disorder

FREE TOYS
Register by Dec. 11

SIGN UP ON THE WEBSITE: 
sicklecelloregon.org

by Nov. 11 for Free Turkey
and by Dec. 11 for Toys

Toy Giveaway - Saturday, December 18 at 1 - 3pm 

Emergency Room Backpack

Rib Express, tasty food 
and friendly neighborhood 

atmosphere.

Rib Express
625 NE Killingsworth, 

Portland, OR 97211
Call to Order: 503-919-6921

Open (hours)
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat and Sun: 1pm- 9pm • Closed Tuesday and Wednesday

&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Compelling Films on 
Crime and Idealism 
Top picks to see at Portland Film Festival 

Among the absolute riches of 
the Portland Film Festival, two 
films about partners in crime and 
idealism are worth seeking out.

“The Berrigans: Devout and 
Dangerous” offers a compel-
ling portrait of two priests and 
a nun who married one of them; 
all three of whom were among 
the most radical voices against 
the Vietnam War and many other 

causes for more than 50 years.  
Daniel Berrigan and Phillip 

Berrigan grew up in a Catholic 
family of six sons. Though both 
were critical of the church from 
a young age, they were also de-
vout—and they shared a prophet-
ic inclination to name hypocrisy 
and corruption in the church and 
in American culture while engag-
ing the truth they saw at great per-

sonal cost. Both became priests, 
but also became radicals.  

The zenith of their fame oc-
curred in the 1960s; both had 
become pacifists (Phillip after 
serving in World War II) and 
both were deeply critical of the 
Vietnam War. Phillip also spoke 
out quite eloquently against war, 
racism, and poverty as insepara-
ble strands of a corrupt economic 
system, and of how certain com-
munities were consistently treat-
ed as expendable, in language 
that was clear and would still read 
radical to many today. Daniel 
was teaching and writing open-
ly against the war and in conflict 
with church authorities. In 1967, 
Phillip and three friends broke 
into the Baltimore Customs house 
and methodically defaced Selec-
tive Service records with a red 
liquid made partly from their own 
blood. The following year, Philip, 
Daniel, and seven others removed 
hundreds of files from the draft 
board office and burned them with 
homemade napalm.  

Both brothers were convicted 
of federal crimes and both were 
in and out of jail and federal pris-
on for various efforts to interfere 
with government operations. 
During a term in prison, Phillip 
fell in love with a nun, Elizabeth 

photo courtesy theberrigansmovie.com
The Portland Film Festival presents “The Berrigans: Devout and Dangerous,’ a new independent film 
about the Berrigan brothers, Catholic priests that rose to prominence as outspoken opponents of the 
Vietnam War. 

Opinionated 
   Judge by  

Darleen Ortega

Continued on Page 11
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OpiniOn
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of  the 
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and 
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

The Far-Right 
Political Playbook
The threat to our 
health, schools, 
and democracy
By Ben Jealous

The New York Times recently reported 
that the public health system in the United 
States may be less prepared for the next 
pandemic than it was for the current one. 
Given everything we have been through, 
and everything we have learned, how can 
that be?

The answer is disturbing. Our public 
health system is being put at risk by the 
same right-wing disinformation tactics 
that are undermining our educational and 
election systems.

Right-wing media outlets and social 
media spread false information and con-
spiracy theories. Conservative activists 
and politicians opposed public health mea-
sures as a form of “tyranny.” Angry people 
have harassed and threatened public health 
officials, and politicians have passed more 
than 100 laws restricting their authority to 
take action to protect the public.

Those new laws, combined with chronic 
underfunding and staff burnout, are mak-
ing us all more vulnerable to health threats 
in the future. So is the fact that extremism 
is being embraced by public officials, not 
just agitated activists. The Times report-
ed that one county sheriff in Washington 
state threatened to arrest any government 
official enforcing health restrictions that he 
thought were unconstitutional. New laws 
will make it harder for schools and hospi-
tals to enforce vaccine requirements that 
have been in place for years.

We are seeing this destructive po-
litical dynamic play out in our schools 
and elections as well. 

The opposition raging against public of-
ficials trying to protect our health care is 
the same opposition raging against teach-
ing about systemic racism in our schools 
and feeding the “Big Lie” about a stolen 
2020 election. It’s all coming from the 
same playbook. 

All across the country, school board 
meetings have turned into angry mob 
scenes. Parents’ frustration over school 
closings and mask requirements has boiled 
over in some places, and it is being in-
flamed and exploited for political purpos-
es. To make matters worse, right-wing me-
dia and political groups have manufactured 
a panic about the supposed threat of “crit-
ical race theory” being taught in schools. 

Critical race theory is an academic 
framework for understanding how sys-
temic racism affects people’s lives. But 
right-wing activists, with a big boost 
from Fox News and Donald Trump, are 
getting parents riled up with claims that 
honestly teaching about the racism in 
our history and institutions is part of a 
Marxist plot to impose tyranny by mak-
ing students hate America.

It sounds ridiculous, and it is. But the 
rising tide of threats against educators and 
school board members is no joke. Neither 

is a widespread campaign by right-wing 
activists to take over school boards and im-
pose a whitewashed “patriotic education” 
on students. They are passing laws that will 
make it impossible to teach about racism in 
schools—even in some state colleges.

This is part of an ugly backlash against 
the Black Lives Matter movement and a 
reaction to the increasing diversity of our 
schools and communities. 

Speaking of ugly backlash, the as-
sault on voting rights continues. Trump 
supporters couldn’t handle the fact that 
he lost. They could not accept that their 
hero was defeated in part by increased 
turnout among Black voters in key 
states. Or that Black voters in Georgia 
and their allies took control of the Sen-
ate away from Republicans. 

So, we see the same right-wing play-
book in action. Spread lies and conspira-
cy theories to convince conservative and 
right-wing voters that their country and 
their freedom are being “stolen” from 
them. Launch attacks on the officials who 
oversee our elections. Undermine confi-
dence in elections with fake “audits” and 
tell more lies about the outcome of those 
“audits.” Use the lies and anger to justify 

new laws that make it harder for people 
to vote. Some Republican state legislators 
have given themselves the power to ignore 
voters altogether and declare their own 
winner if they don’t like the results.

We are seeing the fruits of social me-
dia outlets pushing people deeper into 
conspiracy theories and further from 
reality. We are witnessing the destruc-
tion of trust and community by powerful 
right-wing media figures who profit from 
inflaming fear and division.

These are all threats to our future as a 
peaceful, multiethnic, multiracial demo-
cratic society. And there’s no easy solution 
to overcoming these threats. There’s a lot 
of hard work to do. Exposing lies and tell-
ing the truth. Lifting up voices with moral 
authority to break through the deceptions. 
Organizing people of good will to get in-
volved. And insisting that our friends and 
allies in positions of cultural, econom-
ic, and political power have the courage 
and commitment to defend our families, 
schools, communities, and democracy.

Ben Jealous, former president and 
chief executive officer of the NAACP, 
serves as president of People For the 
American Way.
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Classifieds/Bids

MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON
Request for Programmatic Qualifications (RFPQ) Sourcing Event No:

RFPQ-37-2022
Sourcing Event Name:  Preschool For All Providers
Proposals due by 4:00 P.M. on:  November 29, 2021
Pre-Proposal Conference: October 28, 2021 at 9:00AM PT

Preschool For All Providers
SUMMARY:
The Preschool & Early Learning Division will be selecting Pilot 
Sites to provide the first Preschool for All slots and assist Mult-
nomah County refine program details for this new initiative.
RFPQ AVAILABILITY:
To access the RFPQ, visit https://multco.us/purchasing/bids-proposal-
opportunities then scroll down for new business opportunities.
Proposals must be submitted electronically through the Multco 
Marketplace Supplier Network. Suppliers will need to register at this 
portal in order to submit a response. Proposals are accepted until, 
but not after, 4:00PM on the close date of the Sourcing Event.
Multnomah County reserves the right to reject any or all proposals 
if not in compliance with the Request for Programmatic Qualifica-
tions (RFPQ) procedures and requirements and to reject any or all 
proposals or to cancel the Sourcing Event if Multnomah County 
finds it is in the public interest to do so.

MULTNOMAH COUNTY PURCHASING

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

Web:  
www.sunlanlighting.com

E-mail:  
kay@sunlanlighting.com

We are 
Open!

3901 N. Mississippi Ave.  
Portland, OR 97227

P: 503.281.0453  
Fax 503.281.3408

LEGAL PUBLICATIONS ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
The Oregon State Bar looking for someone to provide a variety 
of administrative, secretarial, clerical, marketing, and produc-
tion support for the Legal Publications Department.
For full job details, visit 
http://www.osbar.org/osbcenter/openings.html.
Equal Opportunity Employer  

Subscribe!503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions, PO Box 3137, Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year

(please include check with this subscription form)

Name:
Telephone:                  
Address:

or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

Killed Waiting for a Customer
Reward grows in death of Uber driver

The FBI is offering a re-
ward of up to $15,000 for 
information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of 
those responsible for the 
murder of Dhulfiqar Kareem 
Mseer, an Uber driver who 
was shot and killed last Dec. 
11 while working in the vi-
cinity of Northeast Stafford 
and 11th Avenue.

The reward is in addition 
to the previously offered re-
ward of up to $2,500 from 
Crime Stoppers of Oregon.

Mseer, 23, was shot 
around midnight by multiple 
people who fired approxi-
mately 70 rounds, police 
said. He died several days 
later. The shooters got into 
two cars before leaving the 
area. One of the cars is be-

lieved to be a VW Eos. Shell 
casings recovered at the 
scene have been matched 
to casings found at other 
gang-involved shootings in 
the area.

“People in our commu-
nity should be able to live 
their lives free of the fear of 
bullets and bloodshed. Mr. 
Mseer’s family should be 
able to go forward knowing 
that his shooters won’t go on 
to harm others. If you have 
information in this case, now 
is the time to be brave and 
come forward,” said Kieran 
L. Ramsey, special agent in 
charge of the FBI in Oregon.

Mseer’s family also called 
for justice.

"We lost a brother, a son, 
a bread winner, a husband, 

and the world lost a good 
and decent man who always 
put the needs of others first. 
Dhulfiqar was killed while 
working - something he did 
often to support the family 
and save up for his upcom-
ing wedding. He came to 
America seeking the Amer-
ican dream, a better life for 
him and his family,” said a 
statement from the family.

If anyone has informa-
tion, witnessed any part of 
what happened, or has video 
of anything that happened 
prior to, during, or after the 
shootings, they are asked 
to contact PPB by emailing 
crimetips@portlandoregon.
gov or to contact the FBI 
at 1 (800) CALL-FBI or at 
tips.fbi.gov.

Dhulfiqar Kareem Mseer was killed last Dec. 11, 2020. Police said he was shot by multiple people 
while working as an Uber driver in the vicinity of Northeast Stafford and 11th Avenue.
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Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm
Saturday 9am til 2pm.

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com

We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart--
Owner, Operator

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, 
OR 97204  •  503-796-9250

A  full service flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. Agent

311 NE Killingsworth St, 
Portland, OR 97211
503 286 1103      Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

1972, Peoples initiated Portland’s annual 
citywide Juneteenth celebration with the 
help of the late beloved Mrs. Ora Green, 
officials said.

For more information about June-
teenth Oregon and the Miss Juneteenth 
Oregon Program, visit juneteenthor.com. 
The holiday is celebrated annually on 
June 19th, which marks the day in 1865 
that the Emancipation Proclamation was 
read in Galveston, Texas.

Miss 
Juneteenth

Continued from Page 2 In Loving Memory
Devoter Marie Baker Lewis

A celebration of life and memorial service will be held for Devoter Marie Baker Lew-
is (Sunrise – Dec. 25, 1944 - Sunset – Oct. 22, 2021) at the Seed of Abraham Pentecostal 
Church, 246 Wells Ave. N., Renton, Wash., at 11 a. m. on Wednesday, Nov. 10. The 
service will be live-streamed from The Seed of Abrahams' Facebook page.

Obituary

Films
Continued from Page 8

One of only a handful of African-American falconers in the country, Rodney Stotts is on a mission to build a bird sanctuary 
and provide access to nature for his stressed community. The story comes to life in “The Falconer,” now showing at the 
Portland Film Festival.

McAlister, and the two of them eventu-
ally married and were excommunicated 
from the Catholic Church. They had three 
children and remained committed activists 
throughout their 29-year marriage (Phillip 
died in 2002); they spent 11 of those years 
separated by prison for various acts of civ-
il disobedience. Daniel wrote 50 books 
and continued a life of protest until his 
death in 2016.  

The picture of these three activists pre-
sented in the film is offered largely through 
the voices of Phillip and Elizabeth’s three 
children and also various people whom 
they inspired and influenced, including ac-
tor Martin Sheen and Daniel Ellsberg, who 
speaks of how their example influenced his 
decision to release the Pentagon Papers. 
What emerges is a picture of profound 
faith and unusually clear commitment; the 
Berrigans had a way of acting freely in the 
face of authority, with a remarkable lack 
of any inclination toward deference. A 
quintessential image of Daniel, handcuffed 
with his hand offering a peace sign, calmly 
smiling, captures an implacable determi-
nation that he shared with his brother and 
sister-in-law.

The activism of the Berrigans was much 
more consistent than their fame; they pro-
tested various wars and the implements 
of war long after public support for such 
protests had waned, and expressed consis-
tent indictments of secular and ecclesiastic 
authorities, often with little support.  Dan-

iel, the more prolific public voice, wrote 
of discouragement, and of the challenges 
of speaking up for the truth when no one 
was listening. Yet they all persisted—as 
Phillip’s and Elizabeth’s children de-
scribe them, they were never caught up 
in the stream of American life, but rather 
functioned as rocks in the stream, always 
checking themselves against the gospel. 

The partnership depicted in “The Fal-
coner,” the first feature film to be shot 
entirely in Oman, draws from a true sto-
ry of two teenagers whose friendship tra-
verses differences in class. Tariq, the son 
of a poor beekeeper, and Cai, a privileged 
Westerner who has spent many years liv-
ing in Tariq’s home village, share a com-
panionship that feels lived in. But Tariq, 
more than Cai, is painfully aware of how 
their class differences impact how they ex-
perience the world. Cai can and does leave 
the village to travel from time to time, and 
is making plans to attend college in Can-

ada and to nurture his passion for endan-
gered animals.

Tariq’s more precarious life hits a cri-
sis point when his sister Alia needs help 
to escape from an abusive marriage. Tariq 
devises a plan to steal animals from the 
zoo where he and Cai work and to sell 
them on the black market in order to raise 
the considerable sum necessary for Alia 
to obtain a divorce—and though Cai is 
reluctant at first, he goes along to help 
his friend, imposing his own ethical rea-
soning to which animals they can steal. 
Cai has himself already stolen a falcon, 
which he aims to train and, ultimately, 
to free, and the discussions between the 
two subtly highlight how Cai’s seemingly 
more complex approach to moral choic-
es actually mostly reflects his privilege; 
Tariq may be less concerned about justi-
fying his choices, but is keenly aware of 
the lack of choices available to his sister 
and the far-more-than-theoretical stakes 

that drive him to high stakes options that 
Cai would reject. Ultimately, their friend-
ship is rocked and Cai’s dedication to his 
stolen falcon becomes a catalyst for a col-
laboration that ever-so-slightly shifts the 
power dynamics between the two friends. 
The freedom of the falcon and freedom 
for Alia become connected.

The film is beautifully shot, and feels 
like an intimate view of life in a part of 
the world that Americans rarely see.  And 
this is a film with little exposition; it most-
ly depicts, with sensitivity, dynamics of 
power that impact moral choices in ways 
we tend not to reckon with.

Darleen Ortega is a judge on the 
Oregon Court of Appeals and the first 
woman of color to serve in that capac-
ity. Her movie and theater review col-
umn Opinionated Judge appears reg-
ularly in The Portland Observer. Find 
her review blog at opinionatedjudge.
blogspot.com.
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Continued from Front

New Start for De La Salle North
 “Being in the new school makes me want to be a freshman 

all over again! The new school is just so beautiful and exciting,” 
Alfaro said 

The school completed a $26 million capital campaign, led by 
honorary co-chairs Mary and Tim Boyle, in two phases over 30 
months. Phase one included $20.5 million in funding for the ren-
ovation of the academic wing, and new construction of the com-
mons, courtyard and parking lot. Phase two raised $5.5 million 
needed for a gymnasium and additional campus costs. 

The new campus accommodates more than 350 students, en-
suring the school’s strong and transformative education will con-
tinue to impact a growing number of students’ lives long into the 
future. It also includes a private courtyard, new commons, state-
of-the-art science labs, a specialized art classroom and a high 
school competition-sized gym. The science classrooms allow for 
both technology-based and hands-on labs to provide a greater va-
riety of experiential learning in physics, biology and chemistry. 

“We’re especially excited about the Michael Kelley Gymnasi-
um, which provides a new, long-deserved home for our two-time 
state championship-winning boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball 
and volleyball teams, as they’ve never had one before,” said 
Leong. 

The schools welcomed 274 students on Sept. 7 while con-
struction finished on the commons and gymnasium. The official 
ribbon cutting on the entire new campus was held on Friday, 
Oct. 22.

Pepper-Stuffed 
Pork Tenderloin

fOOd

Ingredients
• 2 tablespoons canola oil
• 3 small sweet red peppers, 
finely chopped
•  1 large onion, finely chopped
•   2 small celery ribs, 
   finely chopped
• 1-1/2 teaspoons dried thyme
• 3/4 teaspoon garlic salt
• 3/4 teaspoon paprika
• 1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper
• 3 pork tenderloins 
   (3/4 pound each)
• 4 teaspoons lemon-pepper 
seasoning
• 4 teaspoons fennel seed, crushed

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 325°. In a large skillet, heat oil over me-

dium-high heat. Add red peppers, onion and celery; saute until 
tender, 3-4 minutes. Add thyme, garlic salt, paprika and cayenne; 
saute 1 minute longer. Remove from heat; set aside.

2. Make a lengthwise slit down the center of each tender-
loin to within 1/2 in. of bottom. Open tenderloins so they lie flat. 
With a meat mallet, flatten pork to 1/2-in. thickness. Fill with 
vegetable stuffing mixture. Close tenderloins; tie at 2-in. intervals 
with kitchen string, securing ends with toothpicks.

3. Place on a rack coated with cooking spray in a shallow 
baking pan. Combine lemon pepper and fennel; rub over tender-
loins.

4. Bake until a thermometer inserted into pork reads 145°, 
45-55 minutes. Remove tenderloins from oven; let stand 5 min-
utes. Discard toothpicks and string. Cut each tenderloin into 8 
slices.

De La Salle North Catholic High School has opened for fall term in a new location near the corner 
of northeast 42nd and Killingsworth. It comes after completion of a $26 million capital campaign to 
renovate and construct the new campus next door to St. Charles Parish.


