
Signature Drive Complete
Backers of a proposed initiative that would require individuals to secure permits to buy firearms and ban large-capacity magazines deliver the signatures of thousands of 
voters to state election offices on July 8 in Salem. The backers say they have enough signatures to place the measure on the November ballot. (AP photo)

Gun Control 
Backers rejoice, 
expect fall ballot

(AP) — Backers of a proposed initia-
tive in Oregon that would require people 
to secure permits to buy firearms say 
concern about recent mass shootings 
have buoyed their effort and they have 
enough signatures to place it on the No-
vember ballot.

The Rev. Mark Knutson, a chief peti-
tioner of the initiative, delivered signa-
tures July 8 to the Oregon secretary of 
state’s office in Salem, accompanied by 
students and other volunteers. Election 
officials, who work under Secretary of 
State Shemia Fagan, will verify that the 

signatures are from registered voters.
Proponents of the measure say they’ve 

seen surging interest in the possible No-
vember ballot question following recent 
mass shootings, and they hope the move 
to put the gun issue before voters catches 
fire in other states.

“Let’s go across the nation, and go 
from grief and despair and mourning,” 
Knutson said. “We just need to take ac-
tion. If people are afraid, if neighbors 
are being shot, if our children are in 
fear — if we don’t take action, what 
are we doing?”

The initiative supporters needed to de-
liver at least 112,080 registered voters’ 
signatures by the Friday deadline to get 
on the ballot, Knutson said. Proponents 
say they delivered 161,545 signatures.

It would ban large capacity magazines 
over 10 rounds — except for current 
owners, law enforcement and the mili-
tary — and require a permit to purchase 

any gun. The state police would create a 
firearms database.

To qualify for a permit, an applicant 
must complete an approved firearm safe-
ty course, pay a fee, provide personal 
information, submit to fingerprinting and 
photographing and pass a criminal back-
ground check. The person must apply for 
the permit from the local police chief, 
county sheriff or their designees.

Oregon appears to be the only state in 
America with a gun safety initiative un-
derway for the 2022 election, according 
to Sean Holihan, state legislative direc-
tor for Giffords, an organization dedicat-
ed to saving lives from gun violence.

The National Rifle Association’s In-
stitute for Legislative Action has de-
nounced the initiative, saying on its 
website that “these anti-gun citizens are 
coming after YOU, the law-abiding fire-
arm owners of Oregon, and YOUR guns. 
They don’t care about the Constitution, 

your right to keep and bear arms, or your 
God-given right of self-defense.”

Voters in two predominantly Demo-
cratic neighboring states have already 
passed gun safety ballot measures.

In 2018, Washington state voters ap-
proved restrictions on the purchase and 
ownership of firearms, including raising 
the minimum purchasing age to 21, add-
ing background checks and increasing 
waiting periods. In 2016, voters there 
overwhelmingly approved a measure 
authorizing courts to issue extreme risk 
protection orders to remove an individu-
al’s access to firearms.

California voters in 2016 passed a 
measure prohibiting the possession of 
large-capacity ammunition magazines 
and requiring certain individuals to pass 
a background check to buy ammunition.

The same year, voters in Maine nar-
rowly defeated a proposal to require 
background checks before a gun sale.
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A Legacy of Kindness
On Friday evening July 

15th family, friends, and the 
community came together 
at Washington Park Amphi-
theater to remember Kev-
in McDowell a well known 
Portland restaurant owner 
and community member who 
recently died saving a life of 
a swimmer.

On June 26, McDowell was 
boating near Lemon Island 
when he saw a woman strug-
gling to swim. He jumped 
into the Columbia River to 
help her. She was able to 
reach safety, but McDowell 
went under the water and did 
not resurface. His body was 
recovered several days later 
on July 4.

McDowell's fiancé, Des-
siree Guy, expressed what 
kind of person McDowell 
was during the special cer-
emony. In a statement, she 

Family and friends hold a remembrance Friday for Kevin McDowell, the Portland man who died 
saving a swimmer on the Columbia River on June 26. Pictured are (from left) sister Trayanna, fiancée 
Dessiree and mother Rhonda Jackson  (KATU Photo)

wrote "This tragic occurrence 
is a reminder of the selfless-
ness and love of who Kevin 
is. Kevin is the type of man to 
pay for another person's meal 
sitting next to him. He would 
take the shirt off his back for a 
stranger without hesitation." 

McDowell family members 
came to Portland from Cali-
fornia following the incident 
last month. His mom, Rhon-
da Jackson, says the support 
from the community has been 
overwhelming. Before re-
turning back to California, 
Jackson wanted to warn other 
of the dangers of the water. 
"This water may look pretty, 
but this water is dangerous," 
Jackson said. "My son was a 
strong swimmer at six foot, 
eight [inches]. There’s no 
way he should’ve drowned."

Jackson is hopeful her 
son's legacy will live on in 
Portland through basketball 
and the bar. She says the 
local restaurant commu-
nity has really stepped up 
to help Kevin's surviving 
loved ones.

Your house,  
your home.

Call 211 or visit OregonHomeownerHelp.org to  
find a counselor today. It’s free and confidential.

If you’re worried about keeping your home, 
a certified housing counselor can help.

Family, Friends 
Remember 
Community Hero 
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Block Party for History Made
Dean’s Barber and Beauty 

Shop, a Black-owned land-
mark since 1956, serving 
generations from 213 N.E. 
Hancock St., is going on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. To celebrate, Xfini-
ty is hosting a block party at 
Dean’s on Saturday, July 23, 
from noon to 5 p.m.  The com-
munity is invited with food 
and guest speakers planned, 
including former Oregon 
State Sen. Margaret Carter 
and Kim Moreland, the pres-
ident of Oregon Black Pio-
neers who provided research 
for the historic designation.

Dean’s Barber and Beauty shop is Oregon's oldest African 
American salon - in business since 1956!

Making Room for Housing

Construction rises along Northeast Killingsworth Street at 42nd Avenue where Portland Community 
College is partnering with Home Forward to develop and manage affordable housing.

PCC joins with 
Home Forward to 
serve community

Portland Community Col-
lege has joined forces with 
community housing provid-
ers who have the expertise 
and resources needed to han-
dle new affordable housing 
on campus sites.

The college is currently 
working with Home Forward 
to develop and manage an 
affordable housing commu-
nity at The Portland Metro-
politan Workforce Training 
Center (PMWTC), located at 
Northeast Killingsworth and 

42nd Avenue with substantial 
help from the Native Ameri-
can Youth and Family Center 
(NAYA) and the neighbor-
hood group Living Cully.

Under construction in the 
Cully neighborhood of North-
east Portland, the site will in-
clude 84 affordable housing 
units and other supportive 
services to be accessed by 
people living in the surround-
ing communities. 

Larger units will be reserved 
for families with children or 
multiple roommates, and will 
have units set aside for fami-
lies involved in the foster care 
system. It’s anticipated that 
other PCC campuses in the fu-

ture will be open to the com-
munity but heavily marketed 
to PCC students. Students who 
qualify will not lose housing if 
they are not enrolled in col-
lege, officials said. 

The construction at the 
workforce training center re-
places two outdated buildings 
giving community members 
a wide range of services and 
programs that will conve-
niently be under one roof. The 
project combines classrooms, 
meeting rooms, open work-
space as well as a community 
room and common areas.

For more details on PCC’s 
planning and construction, 
visit pcc.edu/bond/.

INSIDE
Page 3  July 20, 2022

Local News

Sports page 5

Established 1970     USPS 959 680   
4747 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 

Portland, OR 97211
The Portland Observer welcomes freelance submissions. 
Manuscripts and photographs should be clearly labeled and 
will be returned if accompanied by a self addressed envelope. 
All created design display ads become the sole property of 
the newspaper and cannot be used in other publications or 
personal usage without the written consent of the general 
manager, unless the client has purchased the composition 
of such ad. © 2008 THE PORTLAND OBSERVER. ALL 
RIGHTS RESERVED, REPRODUCTION IN WHOLE OR 
IN PART WITHOUT PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED. 
The Portland Observer--Oregon’s Oldest Multicultural 
Publication--is a member of the National Newspaper 
Association--Founded in 1885, and The National Advertising 
Representative Amalgamated Publishers, Inc, New York, NY, 
and The West Coast Black Publishers Association

CALL 503-288-0033 • FAX 503-288-0015• news@portlandobserver.com
ads@portlandobserver.com• subscription@portlandobserver.com

Postmaster: Send address changes to Portland Observer, PO Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208

Publisher:   Mark Washington, Sr.
Editor:  Michael Leighton

Office Mngr/Clasfds:  Lucinda Baldwin
Admin.Coord.: Quayuana Washington
Creative Director: Kenya Anderson

Office Asst/Sales: Shawntell Washington

PO QR code

Classified/Bids pages 10

OpinionOpinion

page  9page  9

pages 9   

Advertise with diversity  
in  

The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 or email  
ads@portlandobserver.com



New Pleas for Abortion Rights

Demonstrators gather outside the Supreme Court in Washington after the  Supreme Court ended 
constitutional protections for abortion that had been in place nearly 50 years.    (AP photo)

(AP) -- The recreation to last 
month’s U.S. Supreme Court de-
cision eliminating the right to an 
abortion has upset many women 
across the country.

Abortion restrictions in a num-
ber of states and the Supreme 
Court’s decision to overturn Roe 
v. Wade are having profound re-
percussions in reproductive med-
icine as well as in other areas of 

medical care. Before it overturned 
Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court 
never allowed states to ban abor-
tion before the point when a fetus 
can survive outside the womb — 
roughly 24 weeks. 

Dr. Tyler Handcock, an Aus-
tin OB-GYN, said his clinic has 
heard from hundreds of patients 
seeking sterilization since the Su-
preme Court’s June 24 decision. 
Many choose this route because 
they fear long-acting birth control 
or other contraceptives could also 
become targets, he said.

In this country, black wom-
en are roughly three times more 

likely to die from pregnancy-re-
lated causes than caucasian 
women. This information comes 
from the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, 
who also add that nearly a third 
of all abortions in this country 
are performed on black women, 
making them, proportionally, the 
largest group affected by over-
turning Roe v. Wade.

The Democratic National Com-
mittee has already launched a 
digital ad campaign to energize 
voters on the issue, warning that 
Republicans' ultimate goal is to 
outlaw abortion nationwide.

New Fears Stir 
after Supreme 
Court Decision
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The historic Billy Webb Elks Lodge in north Portland has won 
support for its operations from the African American Cultural 
Heritage Action Fund.

Heritage Funding 
for Billy Webb
Black culture 
group lends 
support

The historic Billy Webb Elks 
Lodge in Portland’s Albina 
neighborhood has grown new 
support for its operations.

The African American Cul-
tural Heritage Action Fund 
(AACHAF), a program of the 
National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation, Tuesday announced 
its award of $140,000 to Billy 
Webb Elks Lodge #1050. The 
Action Fund is the largest U.S. 
resource dedicated to the pres-
ervation of African American 
historic places. 

Funding will allow the lodge 
to hire its first staff member, a 
part-time executive director/op-

erations manager for two con-
secutive years and place it in a 
better position long term, offi-
cials said.

“A new wave of hatred and 
prejudice has been sweeping 
America, and it is important 
now more than ever to preserve 
sites that can provide essential 
services and resources to mar-
ginalized communities,” says 
Louis McLemore, Billy Webb 
ruler. “Though the lodge was 
borne from segregation, our 
hope is that it can serve the 
community in the future as a 
place of racial harmony and 
unification.”

​​The Billy Webb Elks Lodge 
on North Williams Avenue in 
Portland is on the National 
Register of Historic Places, in 
recognition of its historical sig-
nificance for Portland’s Black 
community. It sustained signifi-
cant fire damage last September.



World Competes in Eugene
Memorable start 
for US athletes

(AP) --The Americans  won 
nine medals on home turf Sun-
day at the world championships 
in Eugene in what will go down 
as one of the most memorable 
days for U.S. track and field in 
its long, successful history. It 
was the best single medal day for 
a nation at worlds, according to 
meet organizers.

Hurdler Devon Allen’s false 
start kept the U.S. from a possi-
ble sweep in the 110-meter final 
and what could’ve been the 10th 
medal of the day.

 The speedster-slash-receiver 
will now take his talents to the 
football field, where he’ll attempt 
to make the roster for the Philadel-
phia Eagles. It was hardly the way 
he wanted to finish at worlds.

Allen’s disappointment hardly 
spoiled a day in which the record-
ing of the “Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” got worn out.

It began with the hammer 
throw, where Brooke Andersen 
took gold and Janee’ Kssanavoid 
won bronze.

Gold medalist Grant Holloway of the United States poses after a final in the men's 110-meter hurdles the at the World Athletics 
Championships Sunday in Eugene. (AP photo)

That was a warmup act for 
the night session, where sev-
en medals piled up in a span of 
about 10 minutes.

The women’s pole vaulters 
led the run with Katie Nageotte 
and Sandi Morris finishing 1-2. 

Moments later — and following 
a delay as Allen unsuccessfully 
pleaded his case to officials to re-
main the race — Grant Holloway 
defended his hurdles title, with 
Trey Cunningham close behind 
in second.

Around the same time, the 
shot putters wrapped up a podi-
um sweep with two-time Olym-
pic champion Ryan Crouser 
taking gold, Joe Kovacs earning 
silver and Josh Awotunde finish-
ing with bronze.

All this came an evening after 
Fred Kerley, Marvin Bracy and 
Trayvon Bromell swept the 100. 
It got Crouser thinking of what 
was possible in his event.

The competition continues 
through this week and weekend.

Building Confidence, Self Esteem

Providing life-changing opportunities through sports and physical activity to kids with multiple 
disabilities, the Northwest Association for Blind Athletes prepares to host its seventh summer 
program, Camp Spark, opening Friday, July 28 on the Linfield University Campus in McMinnville. 

Teen Advances in Chess

Zoey Tang of Portland is 14 years 
old and is competing this summer in 
one of the nation's top chess tourna-
ments, one of only 10 players who 
qualified for the U.S. Girls' Junior 
Championship in Saint Louis, Mo.

Tang, who will be a freshman 
at Westview High School this 
fall, is rated the top chess player 

in the U.S. and third in the world 
for girls her age.

She also gives back to her 
community, recently founding 
the non-profit Puddletown Chess 
with her brother and friend to 
make chess accessible to every-
one in Oregon through free les-
sons and tournaments. 

Zoey Tang, 14, of Portland, is one of the nation’s best chess 
players for girls her age.  (KATU photo)
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Grants Promote Business Diversity
Diversity grants by Prosper Portland offer funding for local employers to inspire creative, equity-related best practices around workforce, marketing and communications.

Eleven local businesses will receive 
grants from Prosper Portland to promote 
diversity, equity and inclusion, the city’s 
economic development agency recently 
announced. Ten of the recipient businesses 
are either BIPOC- or women-owned.

Prosper Portland’s Inspiring Diversi-
ty Grant, now in its fourth year, is in-
tended to encourage private employers 
to incorporate creative, equity-related 
best practices around workforce, mar-
keting and communications.  

Prosper Portland’s business and indus-
try strategy is focused on helping leading 
companies in targeted industries become 
more inclusive, recognizing that the funda-
mental equity challenge for these compa-
nies is improving access to good jobs.

Prosper Portland executive director 
Kimberly Branam said, “Our efforts to 
support local businesses, both large and 
small, focus on the importance of inclu-
sion and a strong racial equity lens.  The 
Inspiring Diversity grants build a learning 

community that helps the recipients and 
their peer companies become more com-
petitive by incorporating diversity and in-
clusion best practices.”  

The agency received more than 60 ap-
plications for the grant, which priori-
tizes companies that sell many of their 
products and services to people and 
businesses outside the Portland region, 
nationally and globally.  

The average grant size was $8,400. In 
addition, De La Salle High School will 

partner with local businesses to provide 
internship opportunities for underrepre-
sented youth.  

David Fee of Castelli/Sportful, a past 
recipient of the grant, said, “The IDG pro-
gram made it possible for us to increase 
the diversity within our team and have a 
greater impact on our community. With-
out the funds and support of the program, 
we could not have achieved the goals that 
our Diversity, Inclusion & Community 
Committee set for this year.” 
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Library to Close for Renovations

The downtown Central Li-
brary will close to the public 
next month to undergo major 
renovations beginning Aug. 1 
and lasting through Nov.1.

During that time, crews will 
undertake a series of projects 

Photo by Padraic Ryan/Wikipedia Commons
The downtown Central Library will close Aug. 1 through Nov. 1 for construction.

that will create new outdoor 
public spaces, enhance access 
to the building and refresh and 
expand restroom amenities.

As part of a voter-approved 
2020 Library building bond, 
Central Library and other 

branches are scheduled to re-
ceive a number of updates and 
improvements over the next 
few years that will make the 
Multnomah County library 
system more accessible to all 
library patrons.

Overcoming
Problem GamblingOregon Summers

Free Help is Available

Fairs and festivals. Barbeques and beaches. Summertime in Oregon has so
much to offer — so many distractions from life’s daily challenges. For some 
of us, it’s easy to throw ourselves into a flurry of summer fun instead 
of doing the important work of overcoming issues that might be 
negatively affecting us. Issues like out-of-control gambling.

If you have a gambling habit that has grown beyond 
your control, help is available. Through the Oregon 
Problem Gambling Resource (OPGR), gamblers and 
those who love them can get support from trained 
addiction counselors, often right from home. 
Treatment is effective. People are ready and 
waiting to provide better mechanisms to cope 
and to heal. And, best of all, it’s free.

All it takes is a phone call, a text, or an 
online chat to get started. Reach out. 
Let this summer be your season for change.

OREGON PROBLEM GAMBLING RESOURCE
.ORG

For more information, visit

Small Business 
Hub Launched

Prosper Portland has launched 
a new program to serve local 
small business owners, the Port-
land Small Business Hub, funded 
by the American Rescue Plan Act.   

The Portland Small Business 
Hub is a free resource for local 
small business owners, support-
ed by federal American Rescue 
Plan funds allocated by Portland 
City Council to help businesses 
and communities recover from 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
resulting economic recession, 
officials of the economic devel-
opment agency said.  

The Hub is a collaboration be-
tween Prosper Portland and lo-

cal service providers and offers 
culturally specific small business 
technical assistance and resource 
navigation. The Hub connects 
business owners to financial relief 
programs by facilitating referrals 
to one-on-one assistance in ap-
plying for loans, grants, and other 
funding opportunities.    

This program is intended to 
serve business owners who are 
residents of the city of Portland 
or whose businesses are in the 
city of Portland. Priority busi-
nesses include those owned by 
people of color, women, and 
non-English/limited English 
speakers or in industries impact-
ed by the COVID-19 pandemic.   

Prosper Portland Executive 
Director Kimberly Branam 
said, “We have listened to our 
small businesses and communi-
ty partners, who have expressed 
a huge need for centralized in-
formation and navigation to ac-
cess relief resources in a time-
ly manner. The Portland Small 
Business Hub is built to address 
that need.” 

Kimberly Branam
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WE HELPWE HELP  
YOU SHAPEYOU SHAPE
YOUR FUTURE.YOUR FUTURE.

Bridge2Success drives to ensure that all students are supported
through transition out of high school by providing clearer direction,
lifelong tools, and enrichment for all students regardless of the
selected path. For more info: b2sprograminfo@gmail.com

BridgeBridge22SuccessSuccess   (B(B22S)S)  provides a path to the following higher education and provides a path to the following higher education and
alternative post-high school options to high school juniors and seniors:alternative post-high school options to high school juniors and seniors:
          • Two-year, Four-year, and Community College• Two-year, Four-year, and Community College
          • Skills Apprenticeships and Direct Workforce Access• Skills Apprenticeships and Direct Workforce Access
          • Military Service Enlistment• Military Service Enlistment

Program Sponsors and Partners:

@B2S_PDX @bridge2Successpdx

SCANSCAN
ME!!ME!!

All Sessions
@ PCC

App Deadline 

Aug. 31
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New Campaign: 
Slow Down

Slowing traffic down to save lives is the goal of a new traffic 
campaign called “Slow the Flock Down.

Portland drivers started seeing 
traffic signs reminding them to 
slow down as part of a new  “Slow 
the Flock Down” traffic safety 
campaign that began this week.

The effort called Vision Zero 
emphasizes that it never ethi-
cally acceptable that people are 
killed or seriously injured when 
driving on the road. When crash-
es do occur, safe speeds make it 
less likely that people are killed 
or seriously injured. The slogan 
is a supposed to be a clever way 
to get people’s attention and get 
them to drive slower. 

Crashes have increased over 
the pandemic in Portland and 
the city is ramping up safety 
measures and awareness cam-
paigns. As a result, drivers 
will now be seeing billboards, 
online messaging and bus 
stops with the “Slow the Flock 
Down” design. The design 
consists of a blue sign with 
several yellow birds. 

Those looking to help 
spread awareness  can pick 
up “Slow the Flock Down” 
yard signs from The Portland 
Building, downtown. 
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Taking Back the Supreme Court 
Long term project 
starts with next election
By Ben Jealous

Did you ever wonder whether elec-
tions really matter? Well, the Trump Su-
preme Court majority has answered that 
question for good.

Or, more accurately, they have an-
swered it for bad.

In the term that has just ended, the new 
far right-wing majority on the Supreme 
Court went on a rampage. They have torn 
up decades of legal precedent to dimin-
ish Americans’ rights and legal protec-
tions. To justify the results they wanted, 
they lied in their rulings the way some of 
them lied to get on the court. It has been 
a shameful display of power politics dis-
guised as judging.

Not surprisingly, the most attention has 
been paid to the Court majority overturn-
ing the 50-year-old Roe v. Wade decision. 
A constitutional right that has made a huge 
difference in the lives of generations of 
women was wiped away. The impact will 
be devastating and deadly.

Millions of individuals and couples 
dealing with unwanted pregnancies, the 
trauma of rape or incest, life-threatening 
pregnancy complications, or even a mis-
carriage that some intrusive government 
official decides is suspicious, will have 
their options severely limited or elimi-
nated entirely.

We know that those restrictions and 
their consequences will fall most harshly 

Ben Jealous
on already vulnerable people, including 
Black people, LGBTQ+ people, people 
with disabilities, and low-income people. 
Already in Missouri, a major health care 
system will no longer treat rape victims 
with emergency contraception because the 
state abortion ban puts medical care pro-
viders at legal risk.

Anti-abortion state legislators seem to 
be in competition to see who can pass the 
most extreme, intrusive, and controlling 
laws. Some are even trying to limit peo-
ple’s right to travel from one state to 
another, targeting anyone who helps a 
person from a state that bans abortion 
get care in a state that permits it. It re-

minds me of the old fugitive slave laws 
that forced free states to help slave states 
deny people their freedom.

Unfortunately, overturning Roe is just 
one of the harmful decisions handed down 
by the Trump Court.

The Court intervened in voting rights 
cases to protect gerrymandering designed 
to limit Black voters’ access to political 
power. This comes on top of other rulings 
gutting the Voting Rights Act.

The Trump Court went after sensible 
regulation of guns. The far-right justices 
overturned a New York law more than 
100 years old that required people to 
show a good cause to get a permit to car-
ry concealed firearms. Communities that 
are already suffering from the effects of 
gun crime are likely to experience even 
greater violence now that the court has 
robbed public officials of options and 
given the extremist pro-gun political 
agenda the power of law.

The court also further dismantled the 
separation of church and state, which 
protects religious freedom and preserves 
equality under law for people regardless 
of their religious beliefs. The Trump 
court took a wrecking ball to this pillar 
of American society. It is forcing states 
to divert tax dollars to religious schools, 
like some southern states did when they 
funded white evangelical segregationist 
academies that emerged in resistance to 
the Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of 
Education decision outlawing racially 
segregated public schools. This court has 
made it easier for public officials, like 

teachers, to coerce students into prayer 
or other religious practices. This is a 
very clear threat to anyone whose faith is 
different from the one dominant in their 
community or state.

In other words, the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which we counted on for genera-
tions to uphold civil rights and tear down 
obstacles to equality, is now acting as an 
arm of the increasingly aggressive far-
right political movement.

How did we get here? Simple. Thanks 
to the anti-democratic Electoral College, 
Donald Trump was elected in 2016 even 
though almost three million more Amer-
icans voted for Hillary Clinton. Repub-
lican Senate leader Mitch McConnell 
prevented the Senate from even consid-
ering President Barack Obama’s Supreme 
Court nomination so that Trump could fill 
it instead—and then rushed Trump’s third 
justice onto the court even as voters were 
casting ballots to remove Trump from of-
fice. Behind Trump and McConnell was 
a massively funded, decades-long cam-
paign to build the political power to take 
control of the judiciary.

In other words, winning the presiden-
cy and controlling the Senate gave the 
far right the power to force its harmful 
agenda on the American public long after 
voters rejected Trump. Taking the Court 
back from the extremists who now con-
trol it will be a long-term project. It starts 
with this year’s elections.

Ben Jealous serves as president of People 
For the American Way and Professor of the 
Practice at the University of Pennsylvania. 
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or email subscriptions@
portlandobserver.com
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Opinion articles do not necessarily represent 
the views of  the Portland Observer. We 
welcome reader essays, photos and story 
ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.



INVITATION TO BID

2022-54 Invitation to 
Bid for Video Archiving 

Systems for C-TRAN Bus 
Rapid Transit Lines

Clark County Public 
Transportation Benefit 
Area (dba C-TRAN) has is-
sued an Invitation to Bid 
(ITB) for Video Archiving 
Systems for C-TRAN Bus 
Rapid Transit Lines. 
This ITB may be found 
at https://www.c-tran.
com/about-c-tran/busi-
n e s s / p ro c u r e m e n t /
bid-and-proposal-oppor-
tunities. Bids will be ac-
cepted until 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday, August 5, 2022.

INVITATION TO BID

2022-67 Invitation to 
Bid for 65th Campus 

Demolition Services for 
6612 NE 18th Street 

Clark County Public 
Transportation Benefit 
Area (dba C-TRAN) has is-
sued an Invitation to Bid 
(ITB) for the 65th Cam-
pus Demolition Services 
for 6612 NE 18th Street. 
This ITB may be found 
at https://www.c-tran.
com/about-c-tran/busi-
n e s s / p ro c u r e m e n t /
bid-and-proposal-oppor-
tunities. Bids will be ac-
cepted until 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday, July 29, 2022.

Holgate Library
Bid Package A – Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Fire Alarm, Fire Suppression
Portland, OR

BIDS DUE: July 26th, 2022 at 5:00PM 
Swinerton Builders is requesting subcontractor bids for The Mid-
land Library Project, 32000 SF renovation and addition. This is a 
collaborative, early trade partner delivery. 
Bid Packages and Plans located at several plan centers and Smart-
BidNet https://app.buildingconnected.com/public/565395ce-
d928350a00e70b61/projects/62bf1b5fd97acb00764bb63b

SUB-BIDS REQUESTED

SWINERTON BUILDERS
342 SW Second Ave.
Portland, OR 97204

Phone: (503) 224-6888
Fax: (503) 224-6889
OR # 78483 - WA# 
SWINEB*992DR

We are an equal opportunity employer and request bids 
from all interested firms including disadvantaged, minority, 
women, veterans and emerging small business enterprises. 

METRO COMMUNICATION’S DEPARTMENT
On call research and public opinion professional services

RFP 4044
The Communication’s Department of Metro, a metropolitan ser-
vice district organized under the laws of the State of Oregon and 
the Metro Charter, located at 600 NE Grand Avenue, Portland, 
OR 97232-2736, is hereby requesting sealed proposals for On 
call research and public opinion professional services.
DEADLINE, NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON DESIGNATED FOR DEADLINE, NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON DESIGNATED FOR 
RECEIPT OF PROPOSALSRECEIPT OF PROPOSALS
Sealed proposals are due no later than 2:00 p.m., August 23rd 
2022, via electronic response to BidLocker.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE WORKBRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK
Metro is requesting proposals for On-call Research and Public 
Opinion Professional Services. Category 1:1: Public opinion re-
search to inform public policy discussions and directions. Cat-
egory 2: 2: Research to inform communications strategies, tactics 
and messages.
WHERE TO FIND DOCUMENTSWHERE TO FIND DOCUMENTS
RFP documents can be viewed and downloaded from BidLocker 
at https://www.bidlocker.us/Home/bidlockerus
LEGAL REQUIREMENTSLEGAL REQUIREMENTS
Metro may accept or reject any or all proposals, in whole or in 
part, or waive irregularities not affecting substantial rights if 
such action is deemed in the public interest.
Metro extends equal opportunity to all persons and specifically 
encourages minority, women-owned, emerging small businesses 
and service disabled veteran owned businesses to access and 
participate in this and all Metro projects, programs and services.
Metro and its contractors will not discriminate against any 
person(s), employee or applicant for employment based on 
race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, re-
ligion, disability, political affiliation or marital status. Metro 
fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
related statutes and regulations in all programs and activi-
ties. For more information, or to obtain a Title VI Complaint 
Form, see www.oregonmetro.gov.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

$ Now Earn 
Great Income$

Hosting
At Home/Phone

S.H.G.
GOOD PARTIES

(Getting Out of Debt)
Earn $100-$1000 per 

week
Get Started for $20.00 

plus Training
Coach John

503 358-9655
olivehouse5@gmail.com

971-276-8674
Cut, trim, edge,  
power washing, 

hauling, leaf removal, 
cleanup, anything!
FREE ESTIMATES

FAIR PRICING

We specialize in a variety 
of cuts for men and 

women, hot towel razor 
shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow 
dryer and Platinum fade.

Call Today 
Walk-ins Welcome
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Advertise with diversity in 

The Portland 
Observer

Call 503-288-0033 
or email  

ads@portlandobserver.com



To make an appointment or learn 
about our services, contact us: 

www.nxneclinic.org 
(503) 287-4932

714 NE Alberta Street 
Portland, Oregon 97211

We want to see 
our community 
stay safe and 

healthy during 
the COVID-19 

pandemic. Please:

Protect yourself and 
others by getting the 

COVID-19 vaccine (and
booster when you are 
eligible). Call us at
(503) 287-4932 to 
schedule a vaccine 

appointment.

Wear a well-fitting mask 
over your mouth and 

nose, ideally a surgical, 
N95 or KN95 mask.

North by Northeast Community Health Center is the only clinic 
in Oregon devoted to African American health. We provide 
welcoming, high quality health care to adults who have Oregon 
Health Plan. Since 2006, our priority has been to serve the local 
African American community and to reduce the deadly effects of 
high blood pressure and diabetes. We are accepting new patients, 
and if you’re uninsured, we can help you get covered!

Black Health Matters
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In Loving Memory

Wendell Erskin Brown Sr., 81, 
peacefully passed on May 29, 
2022. Wendell was born Nov. 12, 
1940 in Luther, Okla. to Bennie 
Brown Sr. and Layola Dumas. In 
1942 they came to Portland with 
two-year-old baby Wendell where 
he lived his whole life. He attend-
ed and graduated from Washing-
ton High School where he played 
the trumpet in the marching band 
and school band. Wendell married 
Thelma Unthank and had three 
daughters, Marsha, Lisa and Wen-
di, and later married Mary B. Kel-
ly and had a son, Wendell Brown 
Jr. and a stepson Tony Holman. 

Wendell worked at the Benson 
Hotel in the early 1960s as the 
head Maitre D in the renowned 
London Grill Restaurant. In 
the late 1960s and early 1970s, 
Wendell owned and ran a very 
popular night club/ supper club, 
The Upstairs Lounge with two 
other partners, Allen Dobbins 
and James Britt. He went on to 
run a construction business and 
other small business ventures, 
and eventually went into the car 
salesman business at Coliseum 
Ford and later Ron Tonkin where 
he retired.

Wendell loved all sports, (es-
pecially football and the Raid-
ers). He loved music, dancing 
and having a good time with the 
kids and grandkids!    

Wendell was preceded in 
death by his parents; his wife 
Mary B.,  ex-wife Thelma, sis-
ter Velva Jean Glen, brothers 
Sherman Brown Sr. and Leneld 
Brown, and cousins Raymond 
Barber, Sandra Dumas and Pa-
tricia Dumas. 

Wendell’s life and memo-
ries will be remembered by all; 

including his children Marsha 
Jordan (Herbert), Lisa Brown, 
Wendi Brown, Wendell Brown 
Jr., and Anthony Holman (step-
son); brother Bennie Brown Jr.; 
sister Bennie Mae Berryman; 
cousins, Joyce Brown (John) 
Barbra Dumas, and Rita Lef-
tridge; grandchildren Andre Un-
thank, Jamartae Brown, Kendell, 
Josiah, Mahogany, Makai, Ma-
ria, Ziana and Anya; and nieces 
and nephews Shalaunda, Marc, 
Traci, Sherman Jr., Steve, Stan, 
Jennifer, and Kelly Barber.

Wendell 
Brown Sr.

Web:  
www.sunlanlighting.com

E-mail:  
kay@sunlanlighting.com

We are 
Open!

3901 N. Mississippi Ave.  
Portland, OR 97227

P: 503.281.0453  
Fax 503.281.3408



accessible kayak launch

27-hole disc golf course

equestrian facilities

        on’t call it a road trip! A
scenic wonderland might be 
closer to most metro-area 
dwellers than a trip to the
supermarket. A treasure trove
of overlooked, outdoor gems 
canvas Portland’s backyard, 
and Milo McIver State Park is 
one of them.  

You might have heard of Milo 
McIver. In the summer of 1970, 
this charming little park on the 
Clackamas River was the site
of a state-sponsored sequel
to Woodstock. Governor Tom 
McCall selected the site for 
Vortex 1, a rock festival designed 
to distract young anti-Vietnam 

war protestors during a
presidential visit from
Nixon. Long story short: 
Nixon never came, and the

festival was a hit. 

History aside, Milo McIver 
holds its own when it comes 
to outdoor attractions, 
boasting a 27-hole disc golf 
course, extensive equestrian 
facilities, seasonal camping and 
easy access to the Clackamas 
River. It’s also one of a growing 
number of Oregon parks that 
are increasingly inclusive, 
offering an accessible kayak 
launch for those with mobility 
issues.

Did we mention it’s a short 
drive from downtown 
Portland? We all know there’s 
no better state than Oregon 
for a summertime excursion. 
Don’t miss your chance this 
year to get outdoors for a little 
adventure close to home.

Did you know Oregon has over 
250 state parks? Oregon 
Lottery funds help improve 
and maintain Milo McIver and 
all the other parks across the 
state. 

When you play Lottery games, 
you help support Oregon’s State 
Parks. Learn more at:  
oregonlottery.org/
programs/milo-
mciver-state-park/ 

LOTTERY GAMES ARE BASED ON CHANCE AND SHOULD BE PLAYED FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY.

D
and Right Around the Corner
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