
Continued on Page 2

Volume LII • Number 17 Committed to Cultural Diversity

‘City 

Roses’
 of

PO QR code

www.portlandobserver.com
Wednesday  •    September 07, 2022

Tragedy Strikes at Local College 

One student killed, 
two others injured 
in column collapse 
on campus

A brick column fell inward causing 
it to collapse at Lewis & Clark Col-
lege in Southwest Portland killing a 19 
year old man student and injuring two 
18 year old women. The name of the 
student who died and those who were 
injured has not been released. The col-
lege confirmed all three were students. 

Lewis and Clark Campus will block off sturctures in until issues can be addressed

Administrators said the families are re-
questing privacy, 

Portland Fire & Rescue responded 
to the scene about 8:15 p.m. authorities 
said a total of six people were in three 
hammocks hanging from the column. 
“It wouldn’t matter what day it was, 
this was tragic,” said Terry Foster with 

Portland Fire & Rescue. "These kids 
are trying to adjust to college life, some 
of them for the first time, and it can be 
really challenging for them when they 
have this trauma."

Sharing Memories through Park Development
Portland Parks & 
Recreation grow and 
embrace the history 
of Dawson Park

Dawson Park historical boulder - courtesy of PPR and Ben Brink

In 2014, Dawson Park received im-
provements that included a new play-
ground, picnic tables, pathways, light-
ing, plantings, and a splash pad with 12 
historical story boulders. The boulder’s 
illustrate through text and images the 
many important historic events that 
happened in and around Dawson Park, 
including local involvement in the 
1963 Washington Jobs and Freedom 
March, protest marches and rallies, lo-

cal commerce, Robert Kennedy’s 1968 
visit to the park, and Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s 1961 visit to the Vancouver 
Avenue First Baptist Church. 

More recently, Bernie Foster, 
Co-Founder and Publisher of The Skan-
ner newspaper, requested that Portland 
Parks & Recreation (PP&R) add boul-
ders that would recognize the contribu-
tions of local Black newspapers such 
as The Skanner and The Portland Ob-
server. Funding was approved by City 
Council, and now work is underway 
to identify stories for the additional 
boulders. The original project team has 
been reunited for this effort, with the 

Continued on Page 5
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Tragedy Strikes at Local College

Lewis and Clark College released a state-
ment on their website the evening of the ac-
cident. "We are devastated to report that ear-
lier this evening, a tragic accident occurred 
on the undergraduate campus in which one 
of our students was killed and two others 
were injured," the statement said. 

According to Katu news Rendy Tesar 
said he walks by the campus every day. 
Tesar said on Monday the area was filled 
with excitement, but a bit more subdued 
on Tuesday.

"My thoughts are how awful it would be 
for those parents, to tell the parents. I mean 
the kid is obviously gone and so I don’t 
know. It’s just shocking. This is a real quiet 

area and the school is really quiet," he said.
Lois Davis, a spokesperson for Lewis & 

Clark, said it's unclear when or if the col-
lege faculty and trustees will address struc-
tural safety issues on campus or plan what 
to do about other unreinforced masonry 
around the private college. By the end of 
the week, several areas were marked off 
with caution tape, including similar struc-
tures with columns, to prevent students 
from accessing them.

The president of the college, Robin 
Holmes-Sullivan, sent a letter to the cam-
pus community on the following Tuesday. 
It stated grief counselors are working with 
students, faculty and staff. The president 
also said professors have been asked to "be 
flexible" about missed classes following 
the death.

Woman Strangled to 
Death Identified 

Racheal Angel

Man released on bail 
accused of killing 36 
Year old Woman

Mohamed Adan, 33, is accused of 
murdering 36-year-old Rachael Angel 
Abraham, the mother of his children, af-
ter a group of activists from the Portland 
Freedom fund bailed him out. Adan had 
reportedly cut off his GPS monitor, en-
tered Abraham’s townhouse and violent-
ly murdered her. Officers were called to 
a disturbance in the 3200 block of South-
east 92nd Avenue. When they arrived, 
they found the body of 36-year-old Ra-
cheal Angel Abraham. The Oregon Med-
ical Examiner determined her cause of 
death to be strangulation. Abraham had 
previous protective orders against Adan.

The Multnomah County District At-
torney’s Office is asking the Portland 
Freedom Fund, which bailed the sus-
pect out of jail twice, for the remain-
ing $18,000 in bail. According to news 
outlets the Portland Freedom Fund said 
“the court had deemed (Adan) eligible 
for bail release and he was referred to as 
a financial provider for two small chil-
dren with a letter of community support. 
Along with support he was receiving 
from the community, we were in contact 
with Mr. Adan throughout the time be-
tween his release and re-arrest and did 
not receive any indications for concern.”

Abraham had a career in the mental 
health field working for New Narrative, 
a Portland-based mental health nonprof-
it providing counseling and housing 
services across the city.  The nonprofit 
sent a statement about Abraham to Fox 
12 “She was a valued colleague for sev-
eral years, and those who worked with 
her described her as ‘an incredibly kind 
and gentle soul with a great sense of hu-
mor… and a calming presence for all 
of those she came across.’ We send our 
condolences to the family and friends of 
Racheal during this difficult time.”
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Michael Mangum and his lawyer, Greg Kafoury

“Shopping While Black”
Largest Race 
Discrimination 
Verdict in 
Oregon History

AP-DDA Multnomah County 
grand jury has ordered Walmart to 
pay $4.4 million in damages to a 
man who sued the store, saying he 
was racially profiled and harassed 
by a Walmart employee at a Port-
land, Oregon, area store in 2020. 

Michael Mangum, who was 59 
at the time, visited the Walmart 
in Wood Village on March 26, 
2020, to buy a light bulb for his 
refrigerator. After Mangum ar-
rived, he noticed store employee 
Joe Williams watching him as he 
shopped. Williams told Mangum 
to leave the store, but Mangum 
refused, saying he’d done noth-
ing wrong. 

According to Mangum’s law-
yers, deputies from the Mult-
nomah County Sheriff’s Office 
responded and “refused to take 
action against Mangum.” The 
lawyers said deputies made that 
decision based on Williams’ 
“shifting explanations” for the 
reason he called and because of 
his “reputation for making false 

reports to police.”
Sheriff’s Sergeant Bryan White 

and another deputy met with the 
director of the Walmart and the 
assistant manager and explained 
that deputies had noticed a “pat-
tern of behavior” in which Wil-
liams would call police to report 
“dangerous active situations, such 
as customers physically assault-
ing him or other employees,” that 
were not happening.

Mangum filed the lawsuit 
against Walmart for negligent re-
tention and action against person 
who summons police with im-

proper intent.
“He lives the same message 

of self-respect that he teaches 
to young people, ‘stand up for 
yourself when you know you’re 
right,’” Mangum’s trial lawyer, 
Greg Kafoury, said in a state-
ment. “Because of his courage, 
we were able to show the jury 
an unconscionable failure of re-
sponsibility by the world’s larg-
est corporation.”

Walmart spokesperson Randy 
Hargrove called into question some 
of the claims and said Walmart 
considers the verdict “excessive.”

Make a Difference in the Life of a Child
Foster parents in 
need in the Portland 
Metro Area

Boys & Girls Aid is seeking 
new foster parents in Clackamas, 
Multnomah and Washington coun-
ties to serve youth in our care. The 
COVID-19 pandemic affected the 
number of families available to 
provide foster care, the results of 
which Boys & Girls Aid is still 
recovering from. Existing foster 
parents were strained with provid-
ing extra supervision and assisting 
with virtual schooling, and poten-
tial foster parents were hesitant to 
start during the pandemic. 

Statewide, anywhere from 100-
200 children each night do not 
have a long-term placement. 

Now, Boys & Girls Aid needs 
15 more families to provide full-
time foster care across its three 
programs, in addition to families 
who can serve as relief care a few 
days a month. 

Boys & Girls Aid foster parents 
receive comprehensive training 
and certification, access to a 24/7 
support helpline and a generous 
monthly stipend of $1,200-$3,500 

per month. Anyone who is pas-
sionate about helping youth and 
who has empathy for the challeng-
es they’ve been through can be a 
foster parent.

“If you have the heart for kids 
who’ve had a tough start in their 
lives and want to provide a stable 
and loving environment for a child 
to grow, thrive, and learn, we need 
you,” said Katie Matten, Outreach 
& Certification Specialist. “Your 
kindness, compassion, and mo-
tivation to make a difference can 
change the life of a youth in foster 
care. They need you.” 

Foster parents must be at least 

21 years old, be able to pass a 
background check and have a 
separate bedroom in the home for 
foster youth. Single providers are 
eligible to foster, and do not need 
to be part of a couple. Additional 
minimum qualifications to fos-
ter with Boys & Girls Aid can be 
found at www.boysandgirlsaid.
org/faq. 

Interested parties can attend 
an online information session to 
learn more about fostering. Boys 
& Girls Aid is hosting sessions 
Tuesday, September 13 at 12:00 
pm and Wednesday, September 28 
at 5:00 pm.

Photo  Courtesy of Boys&GirlsAid.com 
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Gun Violence Affects all in Black Communities
Black men are 
murder victims 
more than any 
other group
By Beverly Corbell

More Black men die from homicide in 
Portland more than any other group. But 
it’s not just here; it’s nationwide.

Twenty-four Black men died violent 
deaths through July of this year, compared 
to 18 during the same time last year, states 
a recent article in the Oregonian. 

The latest numbers weren’t imme-
diately available, said Portland Police 
spokesman Officer David Baer on Friday, 
because homicide detectives were busy 
working on another investigation.

But Police Bureau records show that 
three more Black men, and one woman, 
were violently killed by gunfire in August: 

Clarence Edward Smith, 70, was shot 
to death August 26 at NW 6th Avenue and 
NW Glisan Street. About the same time, 
Dejohntae Campbell, 40, was gunned 
down a block away at NW 6th Avenue and 
Flanders Street. And on August 10, Dante 
Emanuel Hall, 34, and Victoria Brown, 24 
were shot to death in the 13400 block of 
SE Bush Street.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control,for Black males up to 44 years 
of age, homicide is the leading cause of 
death, and most are killed with guns.

But it’s not just Black men who are 
being murdered; it’s all genders and 
ages. According to a 2019 study by the 
Violence Policy Center in Washington, 
D.C., “Black men, women, boys and 
girls are the most impacted victims of 
homicide in our nation, yet year after 
year this shocking and unacceptable toll 

is allowed to continue.”
So what’s the cause? In a recent re-

port, experts with the U.S. Department 
of Justice lists the following root causes 
of violence in Black communities: In-
come inequality, poverty, lack of public 
housing, underperforming schools, lack 
of opportunity and feelings of hope-
lessness, and easy access to firearms by 
high-risk people.

The report goes on to blame racist pol-
icies that target communities of color that 
create underinvested neighborhoods, and 
“these inequalities fuel gun violence.”

None of this is news to Teressa Raiford, 
founder and president of Don’t Shoot 
Portland, but she digs even deeper and 
says the effects of racism and the neglect 
of Black neighborhoodsgoes all the way 
back to the enslavement of Blacks.

“When you talk about BIPOC or Black 

communities and gun violence, it’s pov-
erty related,” she said. “There is a mental 
toll and a physical toll, and with poverty 
it’s an unhealthy mix.”

When communities don’t have mental 
health resources, families don’t recov-
er as quickly from violence, she said, 
and it’s intergenerational, going back 
to Emancipation, when there were no 
mental health resources for people leav-
ing the plantations after having endured 
years of enslavement.

Raiford said the lack of investment in 
communities affected by violence shows 
the effects with inadequate health care, 
housing and education.

“It’s not about hiring more police,” 
she said. “I’m talking about health care 
access, housing access, family planning 
and resources. There are lots of people 
dealing with disabilities, and more are 
affected by violence.”

A number of people have buried their 
children in the past few weeks, she said, 
and the violence continues.

“When I go to advocate for families 
that lose children, there is so much trauma 
in that space, so much confusion and cha-
os,” she said. “We can’t continue to bury 
children and continue going forward.”

Hiring more police won’t stop the vi-
olence, she said, and the money invested 
in incarceration would be better put into 
preventive care and resources for Black 
communities.

“Their coordinated efforts are to tell 
families they are looking for bigger fish,” 
she said.“They say we are not cooperat-
ing, but people say they are not even be-
ing interviewed. The shootings are going 
to continue if no one cares.”

Being exposed to gun violence changes 
the chemistry in the brain, according to the 
Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence in 
a 2020 report. It states, in part, that expo-
sure to gun violence is associated with post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), antiso-
cial behavior, depression, stunted mental 
and emotional development, risky alcohol 

Teressa Raiford, founder and president 
of Don’t Shoot Portland

and substance abuse, and increased likeli-
hood to engage in violence.

 “Black Americans are more likely to 
live in hyper-segregated poor commu-
nities with underfunded public services, 
poor housing, less economic opportuni-
ties and limited healthcare access that 
white Americans,” the report states.

Other experts agree. In a recent article in 
the Guardian, Erika McCoy, associate pro-
fessor at the Jane Addams College of Social 
Work, said that racist stereotypes contribute 
to the idea that Black homicide victims, es-
pecially if they’re young and male, don’t 
merit the same level of compassion as white 
victims, and are seen as expendable.

“This country was founded on expend-
ing Black bodies to the benefit of forward-
ing a country,” McCoy said. “So, from the 
beginning, our losses of life haven’t held 
the same weight…People assume that we 
must have done something for harm to 
happen to us, even though we know that 
predominantly that is not true.”

McCoy said every time a young Black 
person is killed through violence, it’s the 
world’s loss. “This person could have 
been a brilliant student or a talented musi-
cian or a neighborhood volunteer.”

Violence in Black communities throws 
many lives off course, and violence leads 
to more violence, she said, and can even 
turn victims into perpetrators.

“We can ask ourselves what we could 
have changed in the life of the person who 
shot them?” she said. “Did the suspect in 
a drive-by whose sibling was killed and 
they were angry but never received the 
therapeutic services they needed, so they 
took out a gun?”

Raiford said it’s past time for a 
change in addressing gun violence in 
Black communities.

“We realized so many inequities during 
2020 about racism,” she said. “Every-
one acknowledged it, but here it is 2022 
and they’re still making us jump through 
hoops. So why are we still having that 
conversation? Nothing has changed.”

Educative Meeting on New Measure
League of Women 
Voters Educate 
on the Charter 
Reform Measure

The League of Women Voters of 
Portland is having an event regard-
ing the Charter Reform Measure on 
Wednesday, September 7, 7 – 8:30 
pm via zoom. The ballot measure 
will appear on the November 8 bal-
lot. The expert panelists will explain 
the Portland Charter Commission’s 
recommended changes to Portland's 
government structure and process for 
electing city officials. The webinar 
will be an opportunity to hear how and 
why the Commission decided to rec-
ommend these reforms for Portland’s 
government and elections.

Attendees will also be able to ask 

questions via the Chat feature on Zoom. 
Members of the public who want to at-
tend the live Zoom webinar can reach 
out o communityed@lwvpdx.org with 
any questions. Registration is recom-
mended before September 6. 

The Zoom link will be sent a few 
days before the event to all those who 
have registered by that time. It will be 
sent again on September 7 to everyone 
who registers by 8 pm on September 

In addition, this program will be re-
corded for future viewing and listening. 

In addition, this program will be re-
corded for future viewing and listen-
ing. Those who would prefer to view 
the video or listen to the podcast of 
this presentation will be able to stream 
it on demand from the LWVPDX.org 
website after September 9. Metro East 
Community Media records Portland 
League programs for rebroadcast and 
online streaming from our website, 
lwvpdx.org. Funding is provided by the 
Carol & Velma Saling Foundation.



Page 5    September 07, 2022

David Lucas at a previous MLF gala

Fundraiser for Portland Youth

Maurice Lucas 
Foundation 
to hold 12th 
annual gala

Five hundred of Portland’s 
sports, society and community 
stars will come out Saturday 
night, Sept. 10, to the Maurice 

Lucas Foundation’s annual gala 
to help raise funds for Port-
land’s children. Honorees in-
clude Trail Blazer Brian Grant 
and Dark Horse Comics CEO 
Mike Richardson

A few tickets are still available 
for 12th annual black-tie dinner 
and auction at the Hyatt Regency 
Portland at the Oregon Conven-
tion Center from 5:30-9pm. This 
will be the first time in three years 
the foundation has been able to 
hold the gala in person.

CONSIDER
THIS
SEPTEMBER 14, 2022

Black Political Power 
in Oregon

Joy Alise Davis
Imagine Black 

Keith Jenkins
Southern Oregon Black Leaders, Activist,  
and Community Coalition

Marcus LeGrand
Bend-La Pine Schools

7:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 14
Alberta Rose Theatre, 3000 NE Alberta St.
Tickets $15; free tickets available
oregonhumanities.org

Following the auction there 
will be an after-party with a fun 
casino, music by Trail Blazers 
DJ O.G.One, dancing, photo 
booth and more food. The $500 
tickets are available for purchase 
at ml20.org.

 KOIN-TV news anchor Ken 
Boddie will return as the host, aid-
ed by Maurice Lucas Foundation 
founder and Executive Director 
David Lucas and auctioneer John-
na Lee Wells. Trail Blazer an-
nouncer Kevin Calabro will also 
participate in the program.

 The foundation’s goal is to 
raise $800,000 at the event to help 
fund the free academic and ath-
letic programs, as well as college 
scholarships, it provides to Port-
land metropolitan youths.

 The auction items will in-
clude luxury vacations to Mex-
ico, Hawaii, Italy and Bandon 
Dunes; sports memorabilia; 
wine; and jewelry.

The foundation is named in 
honor of the late Maurice Lucas 
(1952-2010), the leading scorer 
on the 1977 NBA champion Trail 
Blazers team who later became an 
assistant coach. Lucas also self-
lessly gave his time and energy to 
Portland youth. Since its formation 
in 2010, the foundation has served 
more than 6,700 students and fam-
ilies through its Academy program, 
basketball camps and teams.

addition of local Black histori-
an, Kimberly Moreland, for the 
historic research efforts. The 
goal is to complete the instal-
lation in either Spring or Fall 
2023 to avoid the busy sum-
mer season in the park.

As part of this project, PP&R 
has been seeking community 
submissions for stories about 
Dawson Park. What additional 
themes and stories should be 

Sharing Memories through 
Park Development
Continued from Front shared on the boulders? What 

important stories from these 
newspapers stand out to you? 
What does the Black press 
mean to you? If you have a 
story to share, please submit it 
online by September 19, 2022 
at surveymonkey.com/r/VW-
ZWB7S or you can contact 
Maija Spencer, PP&R Senior 
Community Engagement Co-
ordinator at Maija.spencer@
portlandoregon.gov or 503-
867-6709. 

Web:  
www.sunlanlighting.com

E-mail:  
kay@sunlanlighting.com

We are 
Open!

3901 N. Mississippi Ave.  
Portland, OR 97227

P: 503.281.0453  
Fax 503.281.3408
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Vancouver
East County
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Immigrant Asian American Exhibit
Photo by Dorthea Lange

Sign that was placed on the Wanto Co. store in Oakland, California, on December 8, 1941. 

The Immigrant Story and the Oregon 
Historical Society are working with Port-
land photographer Jim Lommasson and 
artist Roberta Wong to present a power-
ful new exhibition, I Am an American: 
Stories of Exclusion and Belonging.  It 
opened on august 26th at the Oregon His-
torical Society’s museum in downtown 
Portland. The exhibition includes photo-
graphs, collected objects, and narratives 
from Asian Americans, speaking to the re-

silience of Asian Americans in the face of 
exclusion and hatred as well as the many 
dimensions of Asian American identity.

The display focuses on six Asian Amer-
ican women whose experiences reflect the 
different facets of Asian American identi-
ties. “I Am an American attempts to shed 
light on the racism that is woven into the 
fabric of America,” said exhibition photog-
rapher Jim Lommasson. “I believe that fi-
nally America is beginning to wake up and 

take anti-Asian discrimination seriously.”
The collection is part of a broader 

campaign, Oregon Rises Above Hate, 
that seeks to amplify the narratives of 
Asian Americans in Oregon to draw at-
tention to the rise in hate aimed at Asian 
American in America. The title, “I Am 
An American,” was intentionally chosen 
to bring attention to the 80 years since 
the federal government confiscated prop-
erty and sent more than 100,000 Japa-

nese Americans to incarceration camps 
in the early days of World War II. 

I Am an American is on view August 
26, 2022, through January 8, 2023. The 
Oregon Historical Society’s museum is 
open seven days a week, Monday–Satur-
day 10am–5pm and Sunday 12pm–5pm. 
Admission is $10, with discounts for stu-
dents, seniors, teachers, and youth. Ad-
mission is free every day for OHS mem-
bers and Multnomah County residents.
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Portland Center Stage has 
opened its season with a superb 
main stage production of the mu-
sical, “tick, tick . . . BOOM!” Al-
lowing for the fact that Lin-Man-
uel Miranda played the lead in a 
2014 revival of the show that also 
featured Leslie Odom, Jr. (which 
must have been something), I 
wonder if this might be the defini-
tive production.

I say that as someone not espe-
cially in the thrall of the show’s 
creator, Jonathan Larson, who fa-
mously and tragically died imme-
diately before the first production 
of his smash hit, “Rent,” for which 
he later posthumously won the Pu-
litzer Prize for Drama and a Tony 
Award for Best Musical.  I have 
experienced Larson’s work as a 
cultural phenomenon which cap-
tured a generation’s experience of 
struggle and loss but which had 
some maturing to do, thwarted by 

Opinionated   
  Judge

by  
Darleen 
Ortega

his untimely death.  
“tick, tick . . . BOOM!” is an 

earlier work than “Rent,” devised 
as a one-man show starring Lar-
son himself and depicting his 
own youthful struggle as an as-
piring artist who wanted to write 
the next great musical before his 
impending 30th birthday.  After 
Larson’s death, playwright David 
Auburn restructured the show as a 
three-person musical, necessarily 
a more modest show than “Rent,” 
and sometimes called a prequel to 
that iconic show.  

But even with that somewhat 
self-indulgent set-up, this produc-
tion doesn’t feel self-indulgent.  
In fact, more than any production 
of Larson’s work that I’ve seen, 
the cast and creators of Portland 
Center Stage’s production man-
age to hold the time and place of 
the show (and of Larson himself) 
more vividly, inspiring warmth 
and sympathy and even reflection. 
A bit surprisingly, it’s a revelation.  

Perhaps the most obvious rea-
son is its terrific cast.  Jesse Weil, 
who happens to bear a striking 
resemblance to Larson, soars as 
Jon.  His vocal range is rich and 

vibrant, a joy to listen to, and he 
invests each movement with in-
tention that moves you to invest 
in his youthful dreams.  Impor-
tantly, he is a wonderful scene 
partner to the other members of 
the cast, both Black Portland ac-
tors brimming with charisma and 
range.  Tyler Andrew Jones is riv-
eting as Jon’s best friend Michael, 
along with a range of other roles; 
he bristles with energy and com-
mands attention without hogging 
it.  And Lauren Steele, likewise, is 
brilliant as Jon’s girlfriend Susan, 
along with a range of other roles; 
her vocal range is so dramatic that 
by the time she gets to her solo 
as Karessa in Jon’s production of 
his new show and implores you to 
“Come to Your Senses,” it sounds 
like you are listening to a differ-
ent person than you have been lis-
tening to for an hour.  Jones and 
Steele turn themselves into a larg-
er cast, catching your breath with 
each transformation.

The three cast members togeth-
er are a marvel, making the most 

New Members 
Join Oregon Arts 
Commission

Founder and CEO of The Black Whole, Kamilah Long

Roberta Lavadour, the exec-
utive director of the Pendleton 
Center for the Arts, and Kamilah 
Long, founder and CEO of The 
Black Whole, have been appoint-
ed to the Oregon Arts Commis-
sion by Governor Kate Brown. 

Lavadour is an artist and arts 
administrator who lives and 
works in Pendleton. In addition 

to her leadership position with 
the Pendleton Center for the 
Arts, she serves as an advisor to 
the Roundhouse Foundation Res-
idency program and as a member 
of the City of Pendleton’s Art 
Commission. 

Continued on Page 8tick, tick ... BOOM! at 
Portland Center Stage

Continued on Page 11
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Continued from Page 7

Long is an innovative leader 
and dynamic theatrical profes-
sional. Her multifaceted theater 
career includes roles as an ac-
tor, director, producer, educator, 
fundraiser, activist and speaker. 
The Black Whole is a multime-
dia company focused on center-
ing the Black global community 
through art and storytelling. It re-
cently co-produced and served as 
a writer on the short film “You Go 
Girl,” selected for the Sundance 
Film Festival.

“Roberta and Kamilah epit-
omize the depth of passion and 
experience we need to support the 
arts in Oregon,” said Commission 
Chair Jenny Green. “Their energy, 
creativity and commitment to eq-
uity will be invaluable in our plan-
ning and service to artists, arts or-
ganizations and all Oregonians.”

“It is such an honor to serve on 
the Oregon Arts Commission be-
cause they do such great work!” 
said Long. “This team has a repu-
tation as a group of deep and em-
pathetic thinkers who really focus 
on making funding as accessible 
as possible. As both an artist and 

Oregon Arts Commission

Executive Director of the 
Pendleton Center for the Arts, 
Roberta Lavadour
administrator, I understand both 
worlds and look forward to div-
ing in and lending my skills and 
talent to support other artists and 
arts organizations.” Lavadour 
and Long begin their four-year 
terms immediately.

The Arts Commission is sup-
ported with general funds appro-
priated by the Oregon legislature 
and with federal funds from the 
National Endowment for the Arts 
as well as funds from the Oregon 
Cultural Trust. More information 
about the Oregon Arts Commis-
sion is available online at: www.
oregonartscommission.org.

Endangered Frogs Hop Back into Wild

More than a hundred north-
ern leopard frogs reared at the 
Oregon Zoo are hopping back 
into the wild this month, thanks 
to a collaborative effort to save 
one of the last remaining North-
west populations of this endan-
gered species The froglets, which 
hatched from eggs collected by 
the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife earlier this year, 
spent six months growing big and 
strong in a protected area at the 
zoo before being released into the 
Columbia National Wildlife Ref-
uge earlier this month.

“We keep the eggs safe and 
healthy until they’re ready to 
hatch,” said Sara Morgan, who 
oversees the zoo’s frog rearing 
efforts. “Froglets have a much 
better chance at surviving in the 
wild on their own than eggs or 
tadpoles.”  The recovery effort is 
made possible by a partnership 
with the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Washington 
State University and Northwest 

Zoo-reared northern leopard frogs are released at Columbia 
National Wildlife Refuge (photo courtesy of Oregon Zoo)

Trek Wildlife Park.
Northern leopard frogs are 

rapidly disappearing from their 
native ranges in Washington, 
Oregon and western Canada. 
In Washington, where the zoo-
reared froglets were released, the 
species has been listed as endan-
gered since 1999 and only one 
known population remains.

Biologists attribute the 
frogs’ decline to a combina-
tion of threats, including hab-
itat loss, disease, predation by 
bullfrogs, pollution and climate 
change. By head-starting them, 
the zoo and its conservation 
partners are hoping to replenish 

the northern leopard frog popu-
lation in the region.

 “Northern leopard frogs are 
an important indicator of water 
quality,” said Emily Grabowsky, 
WDFW biologist. “If we can im-
prove and conserve wetland hab-
itat that is good for frogs, we will 
also benefit other species ranging 
from other amphibians to water-
fowl and deer.”

Funding for the northern 
leopard frog reintroduction is 
being provided through a com-
petitive state wildlife grant 
awarded to WDFW from USF-
WS’s Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration program.

Froglets raised in 
Oregon Zoo will 
be released back to 
their natural habitat
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Student Loan Forgiveness Plan 

Biden plan 
on debt 
forgiveness

President Joe Biden speaks about student loan debt forgiveness in the Roosevelt Room of the White House, Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2022, in Washington. (AP 
Photo/Evan Vucci)

 (AP) — More than 40 million Amer-
icans could see their student loan debt 
reduced — and in many cases eliminated 
— under the long-awaited forgiveness plan 

President Joe Biden announced Wednes-
day, a historic but politically divisive move 
in the run-up to the midterm elections.

Fulfilling a campaign promise, Biden 
is erasing $10,000 in federal student 
loan debt for those with incomes below 
$125,000 a year, or households that earn 
less than $250,000. He’s canceling an ad-
ditional $10,000 for those who received 
federal Pell Grants to attend college.

It’s seen as an unprecedented attempt 
to stem the tide of America’s rapidly ris-
ing student debt, but it doesn’t address 
the broader issue — the high cost of col-
lege. Republicans quickly denounced the 

plan as an insult to Americans who have 
repaid their debt and to those who didn’t 
attend college. Critics across the political 
spectrum also questioned whether Biden 
has authority for the move, and legal 
challenges are virtually certain.

Biden also extended a pause on federal 
student loan payments for what he called 
the “final time.” The pause is now set 
to run through the end of the year, with 
repayments to restart in January “Both 
of these targeted actions are for fami-
lies who need it the most: working and 
middle-class people hit especially hard 
during the pandemic,” Biden said at the 

White House on Wednesday afternoon.
The cancellation applies to federal stu-

dent loans used to attend undergraduate 
and graduate school, along with Parent 
Plus loans. Current college students qualify 
if their loans were issued before July 1. For 
dependent students, their parents’ house-
hold income must be below $250,000.

Most people will need to apply for the 
relief. The Education Department has in-
come data for a small share of borrowers, 
but the vast majority will need to prove 
their incomes through an application 
process. Officials said applications will 
be available before the end of the year.

We specialize in a variety of 
cuts for men and women, 

hot towel razor shaves, 
braiding, hair extension, 
Shampoo, blow dryer and 

Platinum fade.

Call Today 
Walk-ins Welcome
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cLassifieds/Bids

Vancouver Housing Authority will receive bids for project Walnut Walnut 
Grove Roof Repair, #442-2022-01Grove Roof Repair, #442-2022-01, until 2:00 pm on Thursday, 
September 15th, 2022 at Vancouver Housing Authority, 2500 
Main St., Vancouver, Washington -98660 at which time and 
place all bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. A pre-bid 
conference for interested bidders is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 
on Tuesday, August 30th, 2022on Tuesday, August 30th, 2022, at the project location.  A 
second date is allowed via request.   
Work includes, but is not limited to removal and replacement 
of the existing composite shingle roof system and accessories, 
per the project plans and specifications.  The existing apartment 
building footprint is approximately 19,000 square feet. Building 
height varies between 1 and 3 stories, and predominant roof 
type is simple gable with a 4:12 slope.
Attention is called to the provisions for this project to be Prevail-
ing Wage and Taxable in accordance with the State of Washing-
ton.  
Please obtain the complete Invitation for Bids solicitation doc-
uments at this link: https://plans.j2b.com/ after Wednesday, 
August 24th, 2022. Information found anywhere else may not 
be accurate. It is the responsibility of the bidder to check the pre-
viously noted link for any addenda, updates, and award notifica-
tion. Pursuant to RCW 39.04.105 copies of all bids will be made 
available upon request to bidders after opening.  Submission of 
bid constitutes consent to disclose of the same.  
Submit questions and substitution requests in writing to the so-
licitation contact: Amanda Chezem at achezem@vhausa.com. 

Equal Opportunity Employer

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS

SUB-BIDS REQUESTED

PDX TCORE - Western 
Terminal Expansion

Portland, OR
Bid Package:Bid Package: 

#27.2 – Metal, Timber, Int. 
Glazing, Finishes, Signage & 

Landscaping
Pre-Bid Meeting (via Teams):Pre-Bid Meeting (via Teams):

August 31st  1:00 pm
Bids Due:Bids Due:

September 28th  2:00 pm
Bid Documents & Prebid Info:Bid Documents & Prebid Info:
www.hof fmancorp .com/

trade-partners

1010 NW Flanders Street, 
Suite 500

Portland, OR 97209
Phone (503) 221-8811
BIDS@hoffmancorp.com

Hoffman Skanska LLC is an 
equal opportunity employer 
and requests sub-bids from 
all interested firms includ-
ing disadvantaged, minori-
ty, women, disabled vet-
erans and emerging small 
business enterprises

OR CCB#186536

SUB-BIDS REQUESTED

PDX TCORE - Western 
Terminal Expansion

Portland, OR
SBE ONLYSBE ONLY

Bid Package: Bid Package: 
#27.1 – Drywall, Tile, Coat-#27.1 – Drywall, Tile, Coat-
ings, Specialties & Signageings, Specialties & Signage

(Small Business Enterprises (Small Business Enterprises 
(SBE) are defined as for-prof-(SBE) are defined as for-prof-
it small businesses that are it small businesses that are 
certified by either the State certified by either the State 
of Oregon’s Certification Of-of Oregon’s Certification Of-
fice for Business Inclusion fice for Business Inclusion 
and Diversity (COBID) or the and Diversity (COBID) or the 
Washington State Office of Washington State Office of 
Minority & Women’s Busi-Minority & Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprises (OMWBE))ness Enterprises (OMWBE))

Pre-Bid Meeting (via Teams):Pre-Bid Meeting (via Teams):
August 30th  1:00 pmAugust 30th  1:00 pm

Bids Due:Bids Due:
September 28th  2:00 pmSeptember 28th  2:00 pm

Bid Documents & Prebid Info:Bid Documents & Prebid Info:
www.hof fmancorp .com/www.hof fmancorp .com/

trade-partnerstrade-partners

1010 NW Flanders Street, 
Suite 500

Portland, OR 97209
Phone (503) 221-8811
BIDS@hoffmancorp.com

Hoffman Skanska LLC is an 
equal opportunity employer 
and requests sub-bids from 
all interested firms includ-
ing disadvantaged, minori-
ty, women, disabled vet-
erans and emerging small 
business enterprises

OR CCB#186536

WATERLEAF – 
BRAND NEW – 

NOW LEASING!!
This beautiful property at the 
South Waterfront in Portland 
offers 178 affordable apart-
ments, including studios, 1, 
2, and 3 bedrooms. Many of 
these units will have month-
ly rents at $997 for studios, 
$1056 for 1BRs, $1264 for 
2BRs, and $1458 for 3BRs. 
Pre-applications will be avail-
able online at https://bit.ly/
WtrLeaf and at our tempo-
rary leasing office at 2045 S 
River Parkway, Portland, OR 
97201 from M–F 9AM–5PM. 
Our leasing phone number is 
503-946-1908.
Disabled applicants are 
encouraged to apply. We 
do not discriminate on the 
basis of disability. Income 
and other restrictions apply. 
Rents subject to change. 
EHO. BRIDGE Property Man-
agement Company. 

Everything 
Must Go Sale 

Friday September 2nd from 
8am-6pm 
Sunday 4th 8am- 7pm. 
September 9th &10th from 
8am -6pm 

Address: 735 NE 79th Ave 
Portland, Oregon 97213

Boys & Girls Aid is accepting sealed bids for the Safe Place Youth 
Shelter Renovation and Replacement Services project until Oc-
tober 7, 2022, 2 p.m. (“Bid Closing”).  
Bid documents can be requested beginning Wednesday, Sep-
tember 7, 2022, via email request to Facilities & 
Safety Manager Camille Taylor-Sullivan at: facilitiesmb@boysand-
girlsaid.org
A MANDATORY Site Visit is scheduled for Wednesday, September 
21, 2022, at 10 a.m. This site visit will be at 454 SE Washington 
Street, Hillsboro, Oregon 97123. Attendance at the Site Visit is 
required for bid eligibility. 
Proposals shall be addressed and returned to Boys & Girls Aid. 
Attn: Camille Taylor-Sullivan/Facilities & Safety Manager, 9320 
SW Barbur Blvd., Ste. 200. Portland, OR 97219, and be clearly 
marked as BID #22-001. Sealed bids may be returned electroni-
cally to facilitiesmb@boysandgirlsaid.org 
The proposed work consists of the furnishing of all labor, mate-
rials, and equipment necessary for the renovations and replace-
ments as described in the Bid Documents.
Project Estimate: $287,000.00. The Safe Place Renovation & 
Replacement Services Project is funded through a Community 
Development Block Grant (“CDBG”).
Project Schedule: Notice to Proceed, 160 Days to Substantial 
Completion, 175 Days to Final Completion. (3/31/23).
Oregon and Federal Prevailing Wage Rates, Davis-Bacon, and 
Section 3 of the HUD 1968 act apply.
Boys & Girls Aid extends equal opportunity to all persons and 
specifically encourages minority, women-owned, emerging small 
business, and service-disabled, veteran-owned business to ac-
cess and participate in the Agency’s project. 

REQUEST FOR BIDS

2022-84 Invitation to Bid for Fisher’s Landing 
Transit Center Refresh Project General Contractor 
Clark County Public Transportation Benefit Area (dba C-TRAN) 
has issued an Invitation to Bid (ITB) for the Fisher’s Landing Tran-
sit Center Refresh Project General Contractor. 
This ITB may be found at https://www.c-tran.com/about-c-tran/
business/procurement/bid-and-proposal-opportunities. 
Bids will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. on Friday, September 
30, 2022.

INVITATION TO BID

Director of 
Facilities Services

Clark College
Clark College is currently 
accepting applications 
for a Director of Facili-
ties Services. Salary is 
$95,478 annually. 
For complete position 
description, closing date, 
requirements and to ap-
ply, access our website 
at www.clark.edu/jobs.  
Clark College Human Re-
sources, 1933 Fort Van-
couver Way, Vancouver, 
WA 98663 (360) 992-
2105. AA/EO employer. 971-570-8214

$5.00 
TEES

CLUBS
FAMILY REUNIONS

SCHOOL CLUBS
BUSINESSES

SCREEN PRINTING

Subscribe!
Fill Out & Send To:

Name:
Telephone:                  
Address:

or email subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

503-288-0033
Attn: Subscriptions, PO Box 

3137, Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months  •  $80.00 for 

6 mo.  •  $125.00 for 1 year
(please include check with this 

subscription form)

Advertise with diversity 
in 

The Portland Observer
Call 503-288-0033 

email ads@portlandobserver.com
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We’re proud to be  
that neighbor that other  

neighbors count on.
For 90 years, we’ve been a part of the Pacific Northwest–not just 

as a financial institution but as a local credit union born and raised 
within the communities we serve. Drop by one of our 55 branches 

and we’ll introduce you to some of the financial tools and resources 
that will help you to achieve your greatest potential. 

•  Checking & Savings 
•  Mortgage Loans
•  Business Services

•  Credit Cards 
•  Auto Loans

onpointcu.com/locations  ·  Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Continued from Page 7

of the gorgeous harmonies that 
feel so characteristic of Larson’s 
other work and moving together 
with joy and alacrity.  And they 
make the most of deft choreog-
raphy by Muffie Delgado Con-
nelly, smart costumes by Lucy 
Wells, versatile scene design by 
the design collective known as 
dots, and wonderful work from 
the musicians along with musi-
cal director Ash.  PCS artistic 
director Marisa Wolf’s direction 
invests the show with intention; 
each movement of body and 

voice feel spontaneous in the 
way that can only reflect careful 
and thoughtful work.  The show’s 
lean staging captures the hunger 
of its characters, and assists in 
transporting you to the places 
you are meant to imagine.

Strangely, for the first time 
watching Larson’s work, I 
thought about the fact that Lar-
son is writing for and about my 
own generation, and capturing 
things about how we experi-
enced coming of age that are 
specific even while people in 
other generations still connect 
to them.  I appreciated how 

tick, tick ... BOOM! 
Larson’s love of musical the-
ater brims through so many of 
the musical cues and language.  
And the artists have captured 
something of the hunger of 
youth and the contradictions of 
heart, toil, and longing that are 
so much a part of artistic cre-
ation which fights for recogni-
tion in a world that may or may 
not be discerning.  

The show’s 95 minutes move 
tightly and joyfully, and it’s hard 
to imagine a better way to spend 
them.  You can catch this beau-
tiful work at Portland Center 
Stage through September 18.

New Pastor and First Lady 
of First A.M.E. Zion Church

Photo courtesy of Phillis Whitmore, Secretary, First AME Zion 
Church

Please welcome Rev. Dr. Dennis G. Payne, II and Debra Ingram 
Payne - the New Pastor and First Lady of First A.M.E. Zion 
Church, Portland, Oregon
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