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Portland Thorns Wins 3rd NWSL Championship

The National 
Women’s Soccer 
League title was 
taken by The 
Portland Thorns, 
winning  2-0 against 
Kansas City

The Portland Thorns won the Na-
tional Women’s Soccer League ti-
tle this past Saturday night in front 
of thousands of fans in a 2-0 victo-

ry at the Audi Field in Washington 
DC. This is their third championship 
in team history. The first was in the 
league’s inaugural season in 2013 and 
the second in 2017. The Thorns play-
ers sprinted toward one another with 
open arms after the great win. For the 
Thorns, winning the title is the end to 
a tumultuous year for both the league 
and the franchise. Hundreds of fans 
gathered at the departure level of Port-
land International Airport the follow-
ing Sunday to welcome the team back 
to the Rose City.

The team’s explosive forward and 
MVP Sophia Smith scored on a goal 
less than five minutes into the contest 
and added a second with an own-goal 

in the 56th minute. According to the 
New York Times Sophia Smith said 
“We’ve gone through a lot of stuff that 
isn’t in the job description.” Smith’s 
fiery play throughout the game and 
standout performances by veter-
ans like defender Becky Sauerbrunn 
were just two reasons the Thorns 
dominated. Their victory ended the 
championship hopes of the Current, 
an expansion team that was having a 
phenomenal year after finishing 2021 
in last place.

Smith added that soccer was her 
“escape from all the things going on,” 
taking care to remind herself that she 
loved the sport and found it to be a 
beautiful way to keep the abuse scan-

dal from distracting her from her 
goals. Earlier this month Portland 
Thorns owner Merritt Paulson re-
moved himself from a decision-mak-
ing role with the National Women’s 
Soccer League club until the findings 
are released from an ongoing investi-
gation into numerous scandals around 
the league.

Throughout the years, the Thorns, 
which is one of the league’s original 
teams, have accomplished so much, seen 
so much and have weathered so much as 
the league has become more popular and 
visible. This year’s playoff games have 
had record attendance and Saturday’s 
championship game was the first one 
shown on prime-time television.

Portland Thorns pose with the trophy after they won the NWSL championship soccer match against the Kansas City Current, Saturday, Oct. 29, 2022, in Washington. 
Portland won 2-0. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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Lawsuit Filed Against Portland Public Schools

Grant High School located in Portland, Oregon

Family of 
assaulted student 
files $1.18 
million lawsuit 
against PPS

A lawsuit against Portland’s 
public schools was filed last 
Friday following the assault of 
a Grant High School student 
earlier this year.

The lawsuit alleges that on 
January 4, 2022, a student was 
assaulted by two other students 
in the middle of the school day. 
Court documents state that the 
victim was sitting in a booth in 
Grant’s lower commons area 
charging their phone when the 
two students approached and 
began verbally harassing the 
victim. Things escalated when 
the two students allegedly be-
gan physically assaulting the 
victim, ending with the victim 
on the floor still being attacked 
by the students. Court records 
show the victim sustained mul-
tiple injuries during the attack, 
including bruises to the head 
and persistent shoulder pain, 
which necessitated sustained 
physical injury.

Allegedly, a staff member 
saw the assault happening and 
did nothing to intervene.

According to the suit, PPS al-
lowed the students to return back 
to school a few days after the in-
cident, without telling the victim, 
leading to the victim obtaining a 
temporary Stalking Protective 

Order against the two students. 
PPS allegedly did move the two 
students to a new school until 
a month after the incident. The 
victim also transferred schools, 
with the lawsuit stating this was 
due to a loss of trust in Grant 
High School. They also allege 
emotional damage, including in-

creased fear over escalations by 
the students who were allowed 
back to campus, embarrassment 
and loss of self-worth.

The assault was captured on 
several security cameras, but 
according to the lawsuit, PPS 
failed to preserve the original 
footage so the only footage that 

remains is cell phone footage of 
the security camera recorded by 
the Vice Principal.

The victim, a minor repre-
sented by their guardian, is suing 
PPS for negligence and inten-
tional infliction of emotional dis-
tress. The lawsuit is asking for a 
total of $1.18 million in relief.

Raising Awareness About Challenges Faced by Veterans

In honor of the upcoming 
Veterans Day holiday, Wash-
ington County will participate 
in Operation Green Light, illu-
minating green the courthouse 
and Juvenile Services Building 
in downtown Hillsboro from 
November 7-13. This new na-
tional initiative of the National 
Association of Counties aims to 
support military veterans, raise 
awareness about the unique chal-
lenges faced by many veterans, 
and make known the resources 
available at the county, state and 
federal level to assist veterans 
and their families. 

“We want to make sure our 
veterans and their families know 
that their service mattered, that 
we are grateful for their sacri-
fices,” said Vicki Horn, Veteran 

Services supervisor with Wash-
ington County Disability, Aging 
and Veteran Services (DAVS). 
“It is our duty to make sure they 
are served by their county gov-
ernment and our community.”

Community members are en-
couraged to participate by simply 
changing one light bulb in their 
home or business to a green bulb. 
This can be an exterior light that 
neighbors and passersby see, or 

an interior light that sparks a con-
versation with visitors. 

DAVS has a limited supply 
of green light bulbs available to 
the public. The office is located 
at 5240 NE Elam Young Park-
way, Suite 300, in Hillsboro and 
is open weekdays from 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. American Legion and VFW 
posts will be handing out green 
bulbs at local poppy flower ta-
bles. Community members can 

also buy green bulbs at local 
hardware stores or online.

“Operation Green Light draws 
much needed attention to the 
challenges veterans face, partic-
ularly as they leave active ser-
vice and return to civilian life,” 
Horn said. “By shining a green 
light, we let our county’s 33,000 
veterans know they are seen, ap-
preciated and supported.”

While this event is focused 

around the week of Veterans 
Day, community members are 
encouraged to continue shin-
ing the light year-round and 
to share their participation on 
social media using the hashtag 
#OperationGreenLight. Vis-
it www.WashingtonCountyOr.
gov/DAVS or call 503-846-
3060 for more information on 
services available to veterans 
and their families.

Washington 
County to 
participate in 
“Operation 
Green Light” 
in support of 
local veterans 

Green lights, light up the county for veterans
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Increased Emergency SNAP 
Benefits Continue in November
Most Oregonians 
who receive 
SNAP benefits 
will continue 
to receive 
temporarily 
increased 
emergency food 
benefits 

Most Oregonians who receive 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) benefits 
will receive emergency allot-
ments in November.

The federal government 
has approved emergency al-
lotments every month since 
March 2020. This gives SNAP 
recipients additional support 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. These emergency benefits 
are a temporary support that 
Oregon can provide because of 
the federal COVID-19 public 
health emergency.

Because the federal govern-
ment approved these emergency 
benefits for November, Oregon 

will also be able to issue them in 
December. However, the emer-
gency benefits are expected to 
end when the federal public 
health emergency ends.

In November, approximately 
430,000 SNAP households will 
receive approximately $69 million 
in extra food benefits in addition 
to their regular SNAP benefits.

“We know that many rely on 
these additional emergency food 
benefits to get enough healthy 
food for themselves and their 
families,” said Jana McLellan, 
interim director of the Oregon 
Department of Human Services 
(ODHS), Self-Sufficiency Pro-
grams. “We also know that many 

Oregonians are still struggling 
to meet their basic needs and we 
encourage them to contact our 
partners at 211, the Oregon Food 
Bank and their local Community 
Action Agency for support during 
this difficult time.”

Current SNAP households 
will receive emergency allot-
ments on Nov. 11. Emergency 
allotments will be issued Nov. 
30 or Dec. 2 for households who 
did not receive benefits in the 
first monthly issuance.

SNAP recipients do not have 
to take any action to receive 
these supplemental benefits as 
they will be issued directly on 
their EBT cards. 

Many Oregons struggle with food security that the increrased 
benefit will help relieve

Pre-opening Tour Held for 
Menlo Park Safe Rest Village 

Menlo Park Safe Rest Village

A pre-opening tour of the new 
Menlo Park Safe Rest Village 
(SRV) was hosted by Portland 
City Commissioner Dan Ryan 
last Friday, October 28th. The 
Menlo Park site is on property 
owned by TriMet and will have 

up to 60 sleeping units. Each 
unit is set to have a bed, electric-
ity, heat, and air conditioning. 

The Menlo Park location is 
Portland’s second SRV and will 
offer 24/7 staff. It will also offer 
temporary shelter, connections 

to get mental health and addic-
tion services, as well as assis-
tance leading to recovery and 
permanent housing. The new 
Safe Rest Village is located at 
122nd and Burnside although of-
ficial opening date.

Advertise with diversity  
in  

The Portland 
Observer

Call 503-288-0033 or email  
ads@portlandobserver.com

Ime Udoka
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Don’t Forget to Vote!
U.S. Attorney Natalie Wight 

announced today the appoint-
ment of two District Election Of-
ficers to oversee the handling of 
complaints of voting rights con-
cerns, threats of violence to elec-
tion officials or staff, and election 
fraud in the District of Oregon for 
the upcoming Election Day.

Assistant U.S. Attorneys 
Quinn P. Harrington and Austin 
Rice-Stitt will lead the office’s 
efforts in coordination with the 
Justice Department’s nationwide 
Election Day Program. 

The Department of Justice has 
an important role in deterring and 
combating discrimination and in-
timidation at the polls, threats of 
violence directed at election offi-
cials and poll workers, and elec-
tion fraud. The department will 
address these violations wherev-
er they occur. The department’s 
long standing Election Day Pro-

Election Day 
is approaching 
November 8th

Multnomah County Voting Box

gram furthers these goals and 
also seeks to ensure public confi-
dence in the electoral process by 
providing local points of contact 

within the department for the 
public to report possible federal 
election law violations.

Election Day for the general 

careoregon.org/connect-to-care

Welcome back to care 
Diabetes is a serious disease that affects more than 30 million people in the United States. Make sure you get the 
care you need. If you have diabetes, manage the disease to help yourself stay healthy. Many clinics have teams that 
can help. Ask your clinic what’s best for you. 

November is Diabetes Awareness Month 

If you need help finding 
a clinic that offers 
diabetes care, contact 
CareOregon Customer 
Service.      

Reach us 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Monday through Friday  
at 503-416-4100,  
800-224-4840 or TTY 711.

connect to care

Blood work: Get an A1C blood test to earn your reward.

Kidneys: Screen a urine sample to spot kidney damage early.

Medication: Talk about the best way to help you take meds as directed.

Eyes: Find slight changes to your eyes while there is time to protect your vision.

Oral health: Talk to your provider about the link between diabetes  
and oral health.

Talk to your provider about the care you need:

election falls on Tuesday, No-
vember 8.  Community members 
should have received their ballots 
in the mail but if you have not, 

you can pick a replacement up 
at your local County Clerk’s of-
fice. Voters can return their vot-
ed ballots in the mail or use any 
Official Ballot Drop Site in the 
state. You can find your nearest 
location with the Oregon Drop 
Box Locator from the Secretary 
of State. Mailed ballots must be 
postmarked on or before Election 
Day, November 8 or returned to 
an Official Ballot Drop Site be-
fore 8:00pm on Election Day.

People with disabilities have 
the right to vote in Oregon and 
can request accommodations 
such as a large print ballot, an 
electronic ballot that is screen 
reader accessible, a signature 
stamp from the county clerk to 
allow a voter who has difficulty 
signing a way to sign their ballot 
envelope or a tablet-based voting 
process, when a paper ballot is 
not accessible to the voter.

If you want to find out more 
about how to make voting more 
accessible to you, please contact 
the Oregon Elections Division at 
Oregonvotes.gov/Access or call 
866-673-8683 or TTY 1-800-
735-2900.
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To make an appointment or learn 
about our services, contact us: 

www.nxneclinic.org 
(503) 287-4932

714 NE Alberta Street 
Portland, Oregon 97211

We want to see 
our community 
stay safe and 

healthy during 
the COVID-19 

pandemic. Please:

Protect yourself and 
others by getting the 

COVID-19 vaccine (and
booster when you are 
eligible). Call us at
(503) 287-4932 to 
schedule a vaccine 

appointment.

Wear a well-fitting mask 
over your mouth and 

nose, ideally a surgical, 
N95 or KN95 mask.

North by Northeast Community Health Center is the only clinic 
in Oregon devoted to African American health. We provide 
welcoming, high quality health care to adults who have Oregon 
Health Plan. Since 2006, our priority has been to serve the local 
African American community and to reduce the deadly effects of 
high blood pressure and diabetes. We are accepting new patients, 
and if you’re uninsured, we can help you get covered!

Black Health Matters

For your light bulbs & parts to 
repair or make fixtures

Web: www.sunlanlighting.com
E-mail: kay@sunlanlighting.com

3901 N. Mississippi Ave.
 Portland, OR 97227

503.281.0453
Fax 503.281.3408

Students Sign Endorsement Deals with Portland Gear

Photo courtesy Portland Gear
Jackson Shelstad, left, and Sofia Bell pose for a photo in Portland Gear shirts. 

Future Oregon 
Ducks, Jackson 
Shelstad and 
Sofia Bell sign 
state's first high 
school NIL deals

Portland Gear, the lifestyle 
apparel brand celebrating its 
hometown of Portland, Oregon, 
announced that it became the first 
brand in the state to offer “name 
image likeness” (NIL) endorse-
ment deals to high school athletes 
when it signed NIL agreements 
with Sofia Bell and Jackson Shel-
stad. Both athletes are seniors 
and will graduate in 2023, and 
both have committed to play for 
University of Oregon basketball 
starting with the 2023-24 sea-
son. In addition, both athletes are 
ranked #1 among Oregon athletes 
on Prep Girls Hoops and Prep 
Hoops respectively.

The NIL deals were made pos-
sible when the Oregon School 
Activities Association (OSAA) 
voted to allow high school ath-
letes to profit from the use of their 
name, image and likeness earlier 

this month. Oregon became the 
19th state to allow NIL deals 
for high school athletes; NCAA 
athletes in Oregon were cleared 
for NIL deals in fall 2021.“A 
deep love of sports is in Portland 
Gear’s DNA,” said Portland Gear 
founder Marcus Harvey. “And as 
a University of Oregon alum — 
and huge Ducks and hoops fan 

in general — I couldn’t be more 
excited to make history by wel-
coming both Sofia and Jackson to 
the Portland Gear family through 
NIL endorsements.”

Sofia Bell, a 6-foot-1 wing, 
committed to the Oregon Ducks 
Women’s Basketball program in 
November 2021. She chose the 
Ducks over Cal Berkeley, Gon-

zaga, Notre Dame, Oregon State, 
Stanford, USC and Washington. 
Bell is the daughter of Greg Bell, 
who played for the Oregon Men’s 
Basketball program in the mid 
1980s. She is looking forward to 
playing in the same collegiate pro-
gram as her role model, WNBA 
standout and current New York 
Liberty guard Sabrina Ionescu.  

“I’m excited to sign with Port-
land Gear!” said Bell. “I’ve lived 
in Portland my whole life, so this 
feels like the natural step for me 
in my basketball journey. I’m a 
big fan of the brand Marcus has 
built, so this immediately felt like 
a great fit (plus he’s a Duck!).”

Jackson Shelstad, a 6-foot point 
guard, committed to the Oregon 
Ducks Men’s Basketball program 
in November 2021. In recent 
years, Shelstad developed into 
one of the nation’s fastest-rising 
prospects, generating offers from 
Arizona State, Florida, Gonzaga, 
Kansas, Houston, Oregon, Ore-
gon State, Stanford, Texas Tech, 
UCLA, USC and many others. He 
was named the 2021-22 Gatorade 
Oregon Boys Basketball Player of 
the Year, as well as the 2021-22 
Oregon Sports Awards Prep Bas-
ketball Player of the Year. Over 
the years, Shelstad has been men-
tored by local basketball star and 
current Boston Celtic guard, Pay-
ton Pritchard.

“I’ve been a big fan of Portland 
Gear since it started, which makes 
me even more excited about this 
opportunity,” said Shelstad. “It’s 
incredible to make history as one 
of two high school athletes to be 
the first to sign NIL deals, and I 
can’t wait to see what my future 
with Portland Gear holds.”

Find Progressive News at

www.portlandobserver.com
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Chamber Music Northwest’s November 
Concert: Beloved Piano Quartets
An Ensemble of 
Master Musicians 
Perform Mozart, 
Dvořák & West 
Coast Premiere of 
Ngwenyama’s Elegy

Jaime Laredo (violin), Sharon Robinson (cello), Anna Polinsky (piano), and Nokuthula Ngwenyama (viola/composer)

This virtuoso group comes to Port-
land following their inaugural concert 
together of this program at the Kennedy 
Center on October 18, 2022. The four-

decades-strong violinist Jaime Laredo 
and cellist Sharon Robinson (of the Ka-
lichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio), will 
pair with award-winning pianist Anna 
Polonsky, and acclaimed composer/violist 
Nokuthula Ngwenyama, to play quartet 
masterpieces by Mozart and Dvořák. The 
ensemble will also present the West Coast 
premiere of Ngwenyama’s poignant new 
work, Elegy. This piece was written for 
the Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio, 
and was co-commissioned by CMNW 
(Chamber Music Northwest) and many 
supporting organizations. The concert will 
be held at the The Old Church Concert Hall 

on Thursday, November 10 at 7:30pm.
 From CMNW Artistic Directors Gloria 

Chien and Soovin Kim: “There is hard-
ly a piano quartet ensemble in the world 
with this depth of artistry and generosity 
of spirit. It is a special privilege to invite 
the legendary Jaime Laredo who is one of 
my dear violin teachers! They will play 
classic Mozart and Brahms quartets that 
frame Nokuthula’s recent work, Elegy. We 
are proud to be a co-commissioner of this 
powerful work.” 

 For more than four decades of stel-
lar success around the globe including 
many award-winning recordings and 

newly commissioned works such as 
violinist Jaime Laredo and cellist Sha-
ron Robinson have dazzled audiences 
and critics alike. In this rare evening 
of musical mastery, they will pair with 
award-winning pianist Anna Polonsky 
and acclaimed composer/violist No-
kuthula Ngwenyama, for quartet mas-
terpieces by Mozart and Dvořák. This 
stirring concert will also be the West 
Coast premiere of Ngwenyama’s mov-
ing Elegy, a reflection and response to 
systemic racism across centuries to this 
moment in 2022, through a lens of col-
lective societal struggle.
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First Black Female Solo Artist 
to Win Artist of the Year
CeCe Winans 
Makes History 
at the Annual 
Dove Awards

The 53rd Annual GMA Dove 
Awards were handed out Oc-
tober 18th, 2022, at the Allen 
Arena in Nashville, Tennessee 
to a sold-out audience. Co-hosts 
Erica Campbell and Chris Tom-
lin led the all-star night of music 
with performances from across 
the music community including 
Gospel, Latin, Hip Hop, and 
Southern Gospel.

 Iconic artist CeCe Winans 
made Dove Awards history this 
year as the first Black female 
solo artist to win Artist of the 
Year. When accepting her award, 
instead of an acceptance speech, 
she sang a few lines from the 
Andrae Crouch classic, “To God 
Be the Glory,” moving many in 
the audience to tears. She and 
co-writers for “Believe for It” 
were also awarded Song of the 
Year. Throughout her incredible 

career, CeCe has won a stagger-
ing 25 Dove Awards including 
the very first New Artist of the 
Year award in 1988 with her 
brother BeBe Winans.

“It’s amazing when we come 
together and we love each oth-
er and we stand for righteous-
ness, it’s amazing what God will 
do,” Winans said after accept-
ing the award for Song of the 
Year. “It’s amazing what He’s 
already done. But He wants to 
do so much more. I’m believing 
for God to move in this industry 
greater than He ever has before. 
The God we serve responds to 
faithfulness and the testimonies 
I’ve heard through this song 
have blessed my life.” The night 
was packed with one-of-a-kind 
performances such as Steven 
Curtis Chapman’s career-span-
ning mash-up of his hits such 
as “The Great Adventure” and 
“Dive.” Phil Wickham and his 
electrifying band performed his 
current Top Ten single, “Hymn 
of Heaven.” 

The night was packed with 
one-of-a-kind performances 
such as Steven Curtis Chap-
man’s career-spanning mash-up 

of his hits such as “The Great 
Adventure” and “Dive.” Phil 
Wickham and his electrifying 
band performed his current Top 
Ten single, “Hymn of Heaven.”

The theme of this year’s show 
was Sound of Heaven, high-
lighting how all the different 
styles of Christian and Gospel 
music come together under one 
banner of hope. “The music 
created by the artists assembled 
tonight covers a lot of ground 
style-wise,” said co-host Chris 
Tomlin, “but collectively they 
represent the sound of heaven.” 
Co-host Erica Campbell added, 
“We bring it all together to unite 
as one for the kingdom of God. 
One mind, one voice, giving glo-
ry to God. That’s the sound of 
heaven.” The 53rd Annual GMA 
Dove Awards are produced by 
the Gospel Music Association. 
Jackie Patillo and Justin Fratt 
serve as show runners and exec-
utive producers, alongside Cur-
tis Stoneberger and Paul Wright 
as producers. Russell E. Hall re-
turns as director, Michael Nolan 
as scriptwriter, Scott Moore and 
Go Live Productions as produc-
tion manager.

CeCe Winans Accepts Award Photo by Javis Dason

Musical Composition 
World Premier at 
Arlene Schnitzer 

UK Based Iranian 
composer Farhad 
Poupel discusses 
Childhood 
Memories

Persian artist, Farhad Poupel

A musical composition of 
hope and nostalgia to be world 
premiered on November 12 at 
the Arlene Schnitzer Concert 
Hall by the Portland Youth Phil-
harmonic for Farhad Poupel, 
music and heritage go hand in 
hand, with most of his works 
capturing the heart of his Ira-
nian background. Childhood 
Memories is no exception. This 
unique composition combines 
musical ideas inspired by Irani-
an folklore with melodies from 
the lullabies Farhad’s grand-
mother used to sing to him. His 
goal for the piece was to com-
pose a simple, colorful, calm-
ing, and sophisticated work for 
the audience to enjoy that would 
create in them a sense of hope, 
nostalgia, and appreciation for 
the Iranian/Persian culture. In 
an interview between Farhad 
and ArtMax Academy Executive 
Director Hossein Salehi regard-
ing the upcoming premiere of 
the piece, Farhad shared, “As a 
Persian artist, I’m coming from 
a very rich culture; you can see 

that in the revolution we have 
going on in Iran right now.

 People are fighting for their 
freedom and livelihood, and it 
shows you how much this cul-
ture is alive and willing to sac-
rifice to bring joy and creativity 
and freedom.” Farhad chose to 
combine his grandmother’s lul-
labies with these Persian themes 
in recognition of her musical 
talent and his appreciation for 
what she taught him. He cred-
its much of his musical talent 
to her. “I remember my grand-
mother; she sang her beautiful 
lullabies for me. The whole sec-
ond movement is a long melo-
dy repeated several times, each 
one different from the previous 
and moving to different Persian 
modes, without changing the 
tonic center.” Farhad wants the 
audience to experience joy and 
feel a sense of youthfulness as 
they listen to this piece for the 
first time on November 12 and 
in the future, and what better 
way to demonstrate that youth-
fulness than through a youth or-
chestra – more specifically, the 
Portland Youth Philharmonic 
(PYP). Farhad discovered PYP 
on YouTube right before the 
height of the pandemic. 

As he reflected on that time, 
he said, “I was really impressed 
because if you close your eyes, 
you wouldn’t recognize they’re 
a youth orchestra; it’s like any 
other professional orchestra,” 
Farhad said. “So I said to myself 
‘why not send one of my pieces 
to their Musical Director, David 
Hattner?’ He gladly received 
the score and though the piece 
could not be performed at that 
time due to the pandemic, I’m 
very excited we are here now!” 
The world premiere of Farhad’s 
Childhood Memories will take 
place at the Arlene Schnitzer 
Concert Hall on November 12, 
2022 at 7:30 PM. This piece will 
be performed alongside three 
other incredible works by com-
posers from around the world. 
PYP offers two ways to experi-
ence the concert: in-person or 
via live stream. In-person tick-
ets start at $20 with student and 
senior discounts available. Arts 
for All cards are also accepted! 
More information on Farhad, the 
concert program, the orchestra, 
tickets, and more can be found at 
portlandyouthphil.org/concerts.
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Migos Rapper Take Off Shot Dead at the age of 28
One-third of the 
Georgia rap trio 
Migos killed in 
Houston

Takeoff, from left, Quavo and Offset, of Migos, appear at the Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards in Los 
Angeles on March 23, 2019. A representative confirms that rapper Takeoff is dead after a shooting 
outside of a Houston bowling alley. Takeoff, whose real name was Kirsnick Khari Ball, was 28. (Photo 
by Richard Shotwell/AP)

(AP) — The rapper Takeoff, 
best known for his work with the 
Grammy-nominated trio Migos, 
is dead after a shooting early 
Tuesday outside a bowling al-
ley in Houston, a representative 
confirmed. He was 28. Kirsnick 
Khari Ball, known as Takeoff, 
was part of Migos along with 
Quavo and Offset. A representa-
tive for members of Migos who 
was not authorized to speak pub-
licly confirmed the death to The 
Associated Press.

Police responded shortly after 
2:30 a.m. to reports of a shoot-
ing at 810 Billiards & Bowling, 
where dozens of people had 
gathered on a balcony outside 
of the third-floor bowling alley, 
police said. Officers discovered 
one man dead when they arrived. 

An AP reporter at the scene ob-
served a body loaded into a med-
ical examiner’s van around 10 
a.m., more than seven hours af-
ter the shooting.

Security guards who were in 
the area heard the shooting but 
did not see who did it, a police 
spokesperson said. Two other 
people were injured and taken to 

hospitals in private vehicles.
No arrests have been an-

nounced. Media members at the 
scene later Tuesday morning 
were being kept across the street, 

which was otherwise blocked off 
to the public. Takeoff was the 
youngest member of Migos, the 
rap trio from suburban Atlanta 
that also featured his uncle Qua-
vo and cousin Offset. They first 
broke through with the massive 
hit “Versace” in 2013. The song 
was remixed by Drake, height-
ening its popularity.

The group had four Top 10 
hits on the Billboard Hot 100, 
though Takeoff was not on their 
multi-week No. 1 “Bad and 
Boujee,” featuring Lil Uzi Vert. 
They put out a trilogy of albums 
called “Culture,” “Culture II” 
and “Culture III,” with the first 
two albums hitting No. 1 on the 
Billboard 200 album chart. They 
also earned an ASCAP Vanguard 
Award in 2018, for their stream-
ing success with multiplatinum 
songs like “Motorsport (featur-
ing Cardi B and Nicki Minaj),” 
“Stir Fry,” and “Walk It Talk 
It.”The trio also played a fic-
tional version of themselves on 
an episode of the hit TV show 
“Atlanta,” but the group wasn’t 
currently together.



Page 9  November 02, 2022

opiNioN
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent 
the views of  the Portland Observer. We 
welcome reader essays, photos and story 
ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

This November, Unite to Defend the Black Vote
By Ben Jealous

Right before our last national elec-
tions in 2020, thousands of Black voters 
in Detroit got a call from someone pos-
ing as a woman named “Tamika Taylor.” 
She warned them that if they voted, the 
government would collect their person-
al information and come after them for 
credit card debt, outstanding warrants, 
even forced vaccinations. The calls were 
a voter suppression scam, and the two 
white guys behind it were prosecuted. 
But we’ll never know how many people 
were nervous enough to avoid voting 
that year.

Dirty tricks like this make me sick. 
And as we get closer to this year’s mid-
terms, civil rights leaders are warning 
that we’re likely to see more of them. 
The Far Right is waging a war on Black 
voters, and disinformation is among its 
favorite weapons. Another one is pass-
ing laws to make it harder for Black 
citizens to vote. The Brennan Center at 
NYU keeps track of these efforts. The le-
gal scholars there report that since 2020, 
lawmakers in 49 states have introduced 
more than 400 bills that would make it 
harder to vote. This midterm election is 
the first nationwide election since that 
massive voter suppression campaign 
started, and we have one way to fight it: 
massive voter mobilization.

Ben Jealous

Getting our friends and neighbors to 
vote so we can have a say in issues that 
affect our daily lives is a calling for all of 
us. I am fortunate to lead an organization 
that will make Black male voters the focus 

of our Get Out the Vote efforts this year. 
Our initiative, Defend the Black Vote, will 
reach out to Black men in 15 states who 
are registered but skipped two out of three 
of the last elections. Our focus will be men 
because they still don’t vote in the high 
percentages Black women do. Our mes-
sage will be simple: Vote this November. 
Vote because your vote is your voice and 
your power. Vote because of everything 
that is on the line in these elections: jobs, 
reproductive rights, mass incarceration, 
who sits on our courts, education for our 
kids, health care, pollution in the environ-
ment where our families live.

Vote because we need to Ban the Box. 
Vote because Black Lives Matter. Vote be-
cause you have a dream of entrepreneur-
ship. Vote because your mental health, 
and your family’s mental health, matters. 
Vote because the white supremacists don’t 
want you to, and are doing everything 
they can to stop you, and that tells you 
how important it is.

I know that some folks don’t vote be-
cause they believe their vote doesn’t mat-
ter. History shows that it does. The best 
example I can think of is what happened 
in Georgia in 2020, the first year we ran 
our Defend the Black Vote campaign. We 
motivated over 200,000 additional Black 
men in Georgia to vote that year – a year 
when the presidential election in the state 

was decided by 12,000 votes. The Black 
men who voted in Georgia made a historic 
difference, and the numbers prove it.

We know there’s one more way to-
day’s Far Right and their predecessors -- 
the Klan, the White League, and all the 
other terrorists like them – have tried to 
suppress Black votes, and it’s the ugliest: 
intimidation and threats of violence. Our 
ancestors faced a real risk of being at-
tacked or murdered for registering to vote 
or voting. Today the intimidation might 
be more high-tech: is your name in the 
system, will you be accused of an illegal 
vote? Florida’s arrests of returning citi-
zens who voted – after being issued new 
voter registration cards by the state itself 
– are especially cruel. They were meant to 
scare people, and they probably did.

So, vote because we refuse to be intim-
idated. Because those who went before us 
put their lives on the line to cast a ballot. 
And if you are a man who doesn’t have a 
plan to vote, or you have a father, brother, 
uncle or son who doesn’t have a plan, it’s 
not too late to make one now. We need you.

Ben Jealous serves as president of Peo-
ple For the American Way and Professor of 
the Practice at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. A New York Times best-selling au-
thor, his next book "Never Forget Our Peo-
ple Were Always Free" will be published by 
Harper Collins in January 2023.
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4106 NE Fremont St.
Portland, OR   97212

(503) 327-8885

DouglasLambTattoo@yahoo.com

DougLifeTattoos

ERNEST J, HILL, JR.
Agent

311 NE Killingsworth St, Portland, OR
503-286-1103  •  Fax 503-286-1146

Providing Insurance  
and Financial Services

Portland’s Original

KING OF OLD SCHOOL

DJ Michael MorrisDJ Michael Morris

Disc Jockey & Promotions
Mobile DJ for Any Event
Weddings • Night Clubs • 

Family Reunions • Parties of all Kind

(503) 290•8414      DJMIM@yahoo.com

CENTURY 21

EDDIE LINCOLNEDDIE LINCOLN
SRES, GRI, & ABR

REAL ESTATE AGENT    200704345

North Homes Realty

Mobile:  503.789.0861
Office:  503.252.2121
Fax:  503.252.2621

erlinvoln69@hotmail.com

We specialize in a variety of 
cuts for men and women, 

hot towel razor shaves, 
braiding, hair extension, 
Shampoo, blow dryer and 

Platinum fade.

Call Today 
Walk-ins Welcome

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS
SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES
SCREEN PRINTING
971-570-8214

Business Directory
INVITATION TO BID 

2022-93 Laundry 
Services for C-TRAN 

Maintenance
Clark County Public Trans-
portation Benefit Area (dba 
C-TRAN) has issued an Invi-
tation to Bid (ITB) for Laundry 
Services for C-TRAN Mainte-
nance. This ITB may be found 
at https://www.c-tran.com/
about-c-tran/business/pro-
curement/bid-and-propos-
al-opportunities. Bids will be 
accepted until 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday, January 6, 2023.

Subscribe!
503-288-0033
Fill Out & Send To:

Attn: Subscriptions,  
PO Box 3137,  

Portland OR 97208
$45.00 for 3 months

$80.00 for 6 mo.
$125.00 for 1 year
(please include  
check with this 

subscription form)

Name:

Telephone:                  

Address:

or email subscriptions@
portlandobserver.com

Advertise

with diversity

in

The Portland

Observer

BUSINESS

GUIDE
Call 503-288-0033

ads@portlandobserver.com

Good day friends/associates, 
I, John Olive, am asking for your support. 

I have the opt RIGHT NOW, to achieve a Vice President Exec-
utive position with SavingsHighwayGlobal “Membership Sav-
ings Company”. 
This company’s GOAL is to help 1 MILLION families/individuals 
to become financially free, by savings/earning income. Members 
who have a membership with this company can become finan-
cially free within a few months IF THEY ARE SERIOUSIF THEY ARE SERIOUS. 
I do training on how this can be achieved within a few weeks. 
There are three memberships, $20 Gold, $100 Platinum and 
$199 Titanium p. 
If you could connect with me RIGHT NOW with anyone of these 
memberships it would help me to move toward achieving that 
Vice President Executive position. 
Personally I would seriously like to talk with you about the sim-
plicity of this opt. which really doesn’t require selling. PLEASE 
connect with me at 503-358-9655. 
Also you can call/listen to our SHORT Team Support calls Mon-Fri 
at 9:30am(pst). 605-313-4821 pin896123#. It may cost you 1 
cent per min.
PLEASE SEE the short video of this company, Savingshighway-
global at shgsuccess.com,

Fax:  503-288-0015  •  e-mail: classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

L e g a L  N o t i c e s
Need to publish a court 
document or notice? Need 
an affidavit of publication 
quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your 
notice for a free price 
quote!

Clark College is currently 
accepting applications for a 
Director of Assessment and 
Institutional Research. 
Salary range is $86,602-
$100,277  annually. For 
complete position descrip-
tion, closing date, require-
ments and to apply, access 
our website at www.clark.
edu/jobs.  
Clark College Human Re-
sources, 1933 Fort Van-
couver Way, Vancouver, WA 
98663 (360) 992-2105. 

AA/EO employer.
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Enroll now for 2023 
Health Coverage

The annual open enrollment 
period for health coverage starts 
Nov. 1. Open enrollment is the 
only time when anyone who are 
not offered coverage from a job 
or a public program like the Or-
egon Health Plan or Medicare 
can enroll in health coverage 
through the Oregon Health In-
surance Marketplace, often with 
financial help.

Eligibility rules have changed 
this year, making health cover-
age more affordable for thou-
sands of Oregonians. Previously, 
people offered health coverage 
through a spouse or parent’s em-
ployer could not access financial 
help if the least expensive plan 
offered to only the employee was 
considered affordable. New rules 
allow people who previously 
were ineligible for financial help 
through the Marketplace if that 
coverage is considered unafford-

Oregonians 
have choices 
when it comes 
to health care

able to the enrollee. Nearly 80 
percent of Oregonians who ap-
plied for financial help qualified 
in 2022. The average amount of 
financial help received was $483 
per month.

Oregonians have choic-
es when it comes to choosing 
their health plan. All Orego-
nians have at least four insur-
ance companies and 26 plans to 
choose from. Free local help is 
available throughout the state. 
Licensed insurance agents and 
trained community groups can 
be found at OregonHealthCare.
gov/GetHelp.

Sorting through health cov-
erage options can be confusing, 
but Oregonians should know 
that there are tools. Oregon-
HealthCare.gov offers a quick 
and easy-to-use window-shop-
ping tool where users can pre-
view what plans and savings are 
available to them. The tool also 
allows users to see which plans 
cover their prescription drugs 
and are networked with their 
preferred doctors or hospitals. 
A new tool available at Oreg-
onHealthCare.gov can help you 
figure out if job-based coverage 
is considered affordable.

Ime Udoka Expected to be 
Hired as Next Nets Head Coach
Ime Udoka 
‘frontrunner” 
for Nets head 
coaching job 
after Steve 
Nash firing

According to multiple reports, 
just one month after he was sus-
pended by the Boston Celtics, 
Ime Udoka is expected to be-
come the next head coach of the 
Brooklyn Nets. Udoka, who held 
an assistant coaching position 
with the Brooklyn Nets before 
the Boston Celtics hired him last 
season, was suspended back in 
September after news broke that 
he allegedly had a consensual in-
timate relationship with a wom-
an staff member of the Celtics. 
The alleged relationship engaged 
between the head coach and the 
staffer was considered a violation 
of team guidelines.

Udoka is a former profession-
al basketball player who has had 
a successful second career as a 
coach in the NBA. He has been 

in a relationship with longtime 
girlfriend actress Nia Long, since 
the two met in 2010. They share 
a 10-year-old son and confirmed 
their engagement in May 2015.

Steve Nash, meanwhile, has 

been relieved of his duties for the 
Nets after a disappointing and 
frustrating start for the star-stud-
ded Nets. Brooklyn's 2-5 record 
is underwhelming for a team 
boasting top-tier NBA talent.

Ime Udoka reported to have been picked up as the new had 
coach of the Brooklyn Nets

READERS OFREADERS OF
ALL AGESALL AGES
and all walks of life 
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